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Thematic Exhibition Gallery,
Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre,
Kowloon Park, Haiphong Road,
Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon

BRI SRS Opening Hours :
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Monday to Saturday (except Thursday): 10am to 6pm

ERERATREH: EFI0RETFTE
Sunday and Public Holidays: 10am to 7pm

SN (AR EBRBARS) K88
Closed on Thursday (except Public Holidays)

BE AIS Free Admission
&EiESE General Enquiries : 2208 4400
41t Website : http://www.amo.gov.hk
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Hong Kong Construction Association
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Lee Woo Sing Hong Kong History Resource Centre,

X Shaw College, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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“Hong Kong" is a city created by the people of Hong Kong. Modern
construction technology has played a vital role in the development of
land, and the construction of housing and infrastructure facilities,
cultural centres and recreational facilities. In an era when technology
was primitive and reliance was placed on manpower, construction
workers were the driving force behind the development of the city. As
technology continually improved, the city has to make use of
advanced construction technology from overseas to promote social
development. It also has to depend on the expertise, experience and
sensitivity of builders. Using a system which respected the tradition as
well as allowing participation by foreign-owned enterprises, builders
were able to adapt continuously to the needs of society and make
contributions. The establishment and development of the construction
technology in Hong Kong demonstrates the course of modernisation
of Chinese and Western cultures from conflict to harmony in

Hong Kong.
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A portrayal of workers constructing a road and seawall in Causeway Bay in a Heine and
Brown’s painting in the 1840s. It depicts the arduous task of building Hong Kong with
hands.
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Building the City:

Inspirations from the Emergence
and Continued Development

of Construction Technology

in Hong Kong

11.06.2010 - 13.10.2010
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Wooden squatter huts covered the hillside of Chuk Yuen in Kowloon
(photo taken in 1948)
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The Tsing Ma Bridge and Kap Shui Mun Bridge were built between 1992 and 1997.The
upper deck has two three-lane carriageways, while the lower deck is equipped with
railway tracks.
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Climbing scaffoldings that are now widely used demonstrate
continuous improvement of traditional technology
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In 1843, Alexander Thomas Gordon, the Land Officer, Built in late 19th century, the Bowen Aqueduct connected Tai

mulatean blueprint for the development of the Tam and Central, was a main travelling route at the time.

City of Victoria. Central and Admiralty were to be
developed into Government Hill, as Hong Kong's
military and administrative centre.The northern shore
of Hong Kong Island would become a trading base,

while cemeteries would be built in the area around | 3 4 .
Happy Valley. Wan Chai was designated for use by S R ki El BRMERRITTI—ERRETENERIRE
f SF = : Traditional scaffolding has always been an important part of

religious bodies and schools, and Sheung Wan was to construction works

become a Chinese commercial and residential district.
The area between Queen’s Road and Robinson Road

was for residential purposes. There was limited space 2010 N ERESEATRERFIEF—PIREIRES
A panoramic view of the redeveloped Lower Ngau Tau Kok . 3 p
Estate Phase | in 2010 showing respect to the master is the means for the passing on of

It has long been a tradition to revere Master Lu Ban as the patron

saint of the construction industry. Along with this tradition,
in the city’s core area and it was confined to the

northern coast of Hong Kong Island; the government traditional skills. In the second half of the 19th century, skills were

had to make use of new construction techniques to still passed on through apprenticeship. Those one who wanted

With the help of new construction technology, urban development since the mid-19th century has been able to overcome

overcome natural geographical barriers and build g - . 1
the natural obstacle of insufficient land in urban areas, and tackled the problems of housing, water supply and transport to join the construction industry had to serve apprenticeship

support facilities such as roads, piers, tunnels, railways ) ) i ) p .
A e ) e L e ] caused by rapid population growth. Owing to the lack of economic resources before the war, the government played a under a master craftsman. The way of passing on skills has
and bridges in order to stimulate trading an ) ] o ’ y ; |
A leading role in determining the types and scale of new technology introduced. After the Second World War, new changed since the 1930s when construction training schools
commercial activities. ) 1
construction technology played a positive role in expanding the city’s core to meet the demands of a population which were established one after another. Through open recruitment of

increased by one million people every decade. In the context of economic globalisation, a number of multinational students and providing them with systematic professional

construction companies and local construction companies bring in new equipment and technology. New technology has training, the industry is able to nurture new generations of

enhanced urban development and changed the lifestyle of Hong Kong people, as well as laying a foundation for Hong S CCEaSons

Kong's development into a metropolis.






