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Pottery sherds with geometric design of Bronze Age
unearthed in Hong Kong

ANCIENT ROCK CARVINGS

Eight rock carvings which are found scattered along the
boulder strewn coastline and remote islands of Hong Kong
have been declared as monuments and are protected under
the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance. Most of these
carvings are situated on rock outcrops overlooking the sea.
Although some are at a distance from the sea, they are near
to rivers or streams. Stylistically, Hong Kong’s rock carvings
form a fairly homogeneous group. The patterns are basically
composed of geometric patterns and lines, with some hints
of human or animal images.

It is difficult to establish when, how and by whom the
carvings were made. There is no literary record available
which could throw the slightest light on their origin — only
one on Tung Lung Chau was briefly documented in 1819.
Although their age remains a myth, they must have been
there for ages judging from their state of weathering.

The rock carvings must be very old, because they are not
figured in the myths and legends of the present-day
inhabitants of Hong Kong. The patterns resemble strikingly
those on the Bronze Age stamped pottery and bronze vessels
unearthed in the territory. As a working hypothesis, it is
perhaps reasonable to date the carvings to Hong Kong's
Bronze Age, about 3,000 years ago.

Rock carvings are commonly found along the coastal area of
the southeastern part of China. The rock carving at
Baojingwan of Gaolan Island in Zhuhai is the biggest among
all. It measures 5m in length, and is carved with boats,
human, animals and abstract motifs, showing the relations
with sea, marine activities and religious beliefs. According to
the content, carving technique and the artefacts unearthed
in the surrounding area, archaeologists believed that the
rock carving was made during the Bronze Age of Guangdong
Province, about 3,000 years ago.

Although the content of the rock carvings in Hong Kong is
not as rich as that of the rock carving at Baojingwan, the
similar animal motifs suggest that the rock carvings may
also relate to religious belief and totemism. The shadowy
human or animal images may have represented tribal
totems, or gods and goddesses of an ancient pantheon. The
geometric patterns may have symbolized the thunder spirits
or other forces of nature. It is noteworthy that ledges or
platforms exist in front of some rock carvings, suggesting
places where ritual offerings could have been
accommodated.
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Rock Carving at Big Wave Bay,
Hong Kong Island
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This rock carving is situated on a headland facing Big
Wave Bay, south of the Hong Kong Island. The worked
surface measures 90c¢m in height and 180cm in width.
The design of the carving is composed of geometric
patterns and curved lines, assembling stylized animal

patterns. The rock carving was declared a monument in
1978.
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Public Transport:
First Bus 9 Shau Kei Wan — Shek O
Maxi cab (Green) 18M  Chai Wan Railway Station — Cape Collinson
(Correctional Institution)

i%\ Rock Carvings at Wong Chuk Hang,
Hong Kong Island
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These rock carvings are situated inland beside a stream
course at Wong Chuk Hang on the southern part of the
Hong Kong Island. The geometric patterns of the rock
carvings consist of curved lines and spirals, which are
similar to the style of other rock carvings, especially
those on Cheung Chau and Po Toi. The rock carvings
were declared a monument in 1984.
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Buses passing Wong Chuk Hang Road:
Citybus 41A  Wah Fu (Central) — North Point Ferry Pier

76 Shek Pai Wan— Causeway Bay (Moreton Terrace)
Citybus/KMB 107  Kowloon Bay—Wah Kwai Estate

170  Sha Tin Railway Station —Wah Fu (Central)

171  Lai Chi Kok— South Horizons

Rock Carving at Lung Ha Wan,
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This rock carving is located on a vertical plane of a badly
weathered boulder facing east at Lung Ha Wan in Sai
Kung. The pattern shows a composition of straight and
curved lines. The rock carving was declared a monument
in 1983.
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Bus passing Clear Water Bay Road:

KMB 91 Diamond Hill Railway Station — Clear Water Bay

Rock Carving on Kau Sai Chau,
Sai Kung
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The rock carving is located on the northwestern coast of
Kau Sai Chau, where accessibility by land is extremely
poor. The worked surface is approximately 2m above
the highest water mark. The rock carving measures
60cm in height and 40cm in width. The carving is badly
weathered, but a zoomorphic motif is still visible when
examined closely and carefully. The rock carving was
declared a monument in 1979.
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Rock Carving
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Transport to Kau Sai Chau: privately-owned boats can be hired near
Sai Kung Pier.
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This is the earliest recorded rock carving in the territory.
An entry in the Xin'an Gazetteer compiled by Wang
Chongxi in 1819 stated that there was a rock carving
depicting the image of a dragon at Fo Tang Men (Fat
Tong Mun). Measuring 180cm in height and 240cm in
width, it is the largest rock carving found in Hong Kong,
It composes of two sets of curved motifs, which are more
complicated when compared with other rock carvings in
Hong Kong. The rock carving was declared a monument
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Rock Carving at Shek Pik,
Lantau Island
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This rock carving is about 300m from the coastline.
However, it is believed that in the past, the sea inlet
might have extended up to this point. The carving
measures 60cm in height and 40cm in width. Its
geometric patterns, composing of squares and spirals,

closely resemble those on Bronze Age artefacts. The rock
carving was declared a monument in 1979.

Buses passing Shek Pik:

Rock Carvings on Po Toi
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The rock carvings on Po Toi are located on the south of
the island. They compose of two groups. One group
measures 130cm in height and 50 e¢m in width while the
other measures 90 cm in height and 45 em in width. The
abstract motif on the left group consists of lines
resembling animal and fish patterns, while the
geometric motif on the right composes of spirals
resembling an inter-locking arrangement. The rock
carvings were declared a monument in 1979.

Rock Carvings on Cheung Chau
Y

BEAZIMRRNESDMOHERE - MBS HER
WEYE T - AR RS0 77 15K - Sk 8
R AR R NI R A » RSB B L ZIAE Y -
FRMAZIR1982 45 Ak a5 -

These rock carvings are situated at the south-eastern
end of the tombolo, immediately below the Warwick
Hotel on Cheung Chau. The area of the carvings is about
50cm?. The pattern consists of abstract motifs formed
by curved lines surrounding small depressions, and the
design is similar to the rock carvings on Po Toi. The rock
carvings were declared a monument in 1982.
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Transport to Tung Lung Chau: privately-owned ferry from Sai Wan Ho,

New Lantao Bus 1 Mui Wo —Tai O
2 Mui Wo — Ngong Ping

Transport to Po Toi: privately-owned ferry from Aberdeen or Stanley,
Hong Kong Island (The service is operated on Tuesdays, Thursdays,
Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays)

Hong Kong Island, or from Sam Ka Tsuen, Lei Yue Mun, Kowloon. 11 Tung Chung Town Centre —Tai O
23 Tung Chung Town Centre —Ngong Ping
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The above transport information is for reference only, and is subject to change in accordance with
the announcement of the transport companies or the Transport Department.




