


until the repeal of the ordinance in 1946. With its quiet environment and sea
view, it is appropriate for its function and is considered to have high integrity.

The Cottage together with other historic buildings on Cheung Chau — e.g., Group Value
Yuk Hui Temple (= EFI{), Hung Shing Temple (1 Zf%5H), Shui Yuet Temple
(7J<EJEII'), Sai Wan Tin Hau Temple, Cheung Chau Police Station (:=¥"&7),
Cheung Chau Government Secondary School (=VVF{= f[15¥) and Cheung
Chau Fong Pin Hospital (=" [fi[%) — have group value from a cultural
and heritage point of view.

If the Salesians ever sold the building it no doubt would attract buyers, and Adaptive
with its beautiful setting would make an attractive and desirable residence. Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
Wing Shing Tong — Main Block & Kitchen Block
Sai Wan, Cheung Chau

Wing Shing Tong (+<'}54") in Sai Wan (7 ) of Cheung Chau (=<¥") is a
Taoist temple built in 1925 by Law Cheong-hong (,%fiéif I5L), a female Taoist
priest of Sin Tin Dao (“-~jf1). Law studied Taoist doctrines at a Taoist temple
in Hong Kong and in Cangxiadong (,%é—;ﬂ[m) in Qingyuan (j&&t) of Guangdong
(?ﬂﬁ\l) province. She returned to Hong Kong and purchased a land lot in 1922 on
which she established the Tong with another female priest in Cheung Chau,
namely, Tao Cheong-hing (’FiFF I%#). The Tong was also used as a dormitory for
spinsters. A small-sized Tei Mo Temple (¥32/%#)) was built to the right of the
Tong for the worship of Tei Mo Liang Liang (#9244, a Taoist deity in charge
of all things on earth. The statue of the deity was from Sichuan (]“/[]) province.

The Tong is a detached building on a slope a short distance from the seashore
facing the sea to the north. It is a two-storey Qing (j&) vernacular building. The
building was probably constructed of green bricks with its walls to support its
pitched roofs of timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. The external walls have
been plastered with cement and painted in white. An altar on the ground floor
houses the Kwun Yam (%E'f,) deity for worship. Another altar is with rows of
soul tablets (some with photographs) for Fu Jian ([f{#) worship. The bedrooms
are left vacated and used for storage. The upper storey used as dormitory has left
vacated. The recessed entrance has a tanglung (), a sliding wooden fence. A
name board of the Tong is above the doorway and flanked with a pair of
couplets. The ridge is without any decoration. A detached kitchen is at the back
of the Tong.

It is a Taoist temple to remind a part of the religious set up in Cheung Chau.
It has some built heritage value.

Modern fixtures are made to the buildings. The building has been renovated
with modern building materials diminishing its authenticity.

Law had Taoist service at the Tong including Fu Jian, praying for the dead,
until her death in 1937 at the age of 97. The Tong had up to 30 believers in the
1940-50s. It had its own land for the cultivation of its farming produce sufficient

1123

Historical
Interest

Architectural
Merit

Rarity

Built Heritage
Value
Authenticity

Social Value,
& Local
Interest



enough for their consumption. Like many Taoist temples, the Tong celebrates
Yuen Siu Festival (7 ”ﬁjﬁﬁ), Chung Yuen Festival (f[17-&]), Ha Yuen Festival
("~ 7+ &), Thanksgiving Day (&1 [ 1) and Kwun Yam Festival (@% 7).

Besides its neighbouring Sai Wan Tin Hau Temple (E‘lﬁ:\f[@q), Wing
Shing Tong is also close to other historic buildings in Cheung Chau graded by
the Antiquities Advisory Board. Some of them include Yuk Hui Temple (=
FI['), Hung Shing Temple (3 ZH%), Shui Yuet Temple (7J<EJF!|['), Cheung Chau
Police Station (=¥"&7), Cheung Chau Government Secondary School (=
Fyot-f[128), Cheung Chau Fong Pin Hospital (=7 [fif#[#). All these
buildings have good value from a heritage point of view.

Group Value

It is considered that the question of adaptive re-use does not arise at the Adaptive

present time.

Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
Wing Shing Tong — Main Block & Kitchen Block
Sai Wan, Cheung Chau

Wing Shing Tong (+<'}54") in Sai Wan (7 ) of Cheung Chau (=<¥") is a
Taoist temple built in 1925 by Law Cheong-hong (,%fiéif I5L), a female Taoist
priest of Sin Tin Dao (“-~jf1). Law studied Taoist doctrines at a Taoist temple
in Hong Kong and in Cangxiadong (,%é—;ﬂ[m) in Qingyuan (j&&t) of Guangdong
(?ﬂﬁ\l) province. She returned to Hong Kong and purchased a land lot in 1922 on
which she established the Tong with another female priest in Cheung Chau,
namely, Tao Cheong-hing (’FiFF I%#). The Tong was also used as a dormitory for
spinsters. A small-sized Tei Mo Temple (¥32/%#)) was built to the right of the
Tong for the worship of Tei Mo Liang Liang (#9244, a Taoist deity in charge
of all things on earth. The statue of the deity was from Sichuan (]“/[]) province.

The Tong is a detached building on a slope a short distance from the seashore
facing the sea to the north. It is a two-storey Qing (j&) vernacular building. The
building was probably constructed of green bricks with its walls to support its
pitched roofs of timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. The external walls have
been plastered with cement and painted in white. An altar on the ground floor
houses the Kwun Yam (%E'f,) deity for worship. Another altar is with rows of
soul tablets (some with photographs) for Fu Jian ([f{#) worship. The bedrooms
are left vacated and used for storage. The upper storey used as dormitory has left
vacated. The recessed entrance has a tanglung (), a sliding wooden fence. A
name board of the Tong is above the doorway and flanked with a pair of
couplets. The ridge is without any decoration. A detached kitchen is at the back
of the Tong.

It is a Taoist temple to remind a part of the religious set up in Cheung Chau.
It has some built heritage value.

Modern fixtures are made to the buildings. The building has been renovated
with modern building materials diminishing its authenticity.

Law had Taoist service at the Tong including Fu Jian, praying for the dead,
until her death in 1937 at the age of 97. The Tong had up to 30 believers in the
1940-50s. It had its own land for the cultivation of its farming produce sufficient
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enough for their consumption. Like many Taoist temples, the Tong celebrates
Yuen Siu Festival (7 ”ﬁjﬁﬁ), Chung Yuen Festival (f[17-&]), Ha Yuen Festival
("~ 7+ &), Thanksgiving Day (&1 [ 1) and Kwun Yam Festival (@% 7).

Besides its neighbouring Sai Wan Tin Hau Temple (E‘lﬁ:\f[@q), Wing
Shing Tong is also close to other historic buildings in Cheung Chau graded by
the Antiquities Advisory Board. Some of them include Yuk Hui Temple (=
FI['), Hung Shing Temple (3 ZH%), Shui Yuet Temple (7J<EJF!|['), Cheung Chau
Police Station (=¥"&7), Cheung Chau Government Secondary School (=
Fyot-f[128), Cheung Chau Fong Pin Hospital (=7 [fif#[#). All these
buildings have good value from a heritage point of view.

Group Value

It is considered that the question of adaptive re-use does not arise at the Adaptive

present time.

Re-use
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Historic Building Appraisal
Cheung Ancestral Hall
No. 82 Lo Wai, Tsuen Wan, N.T.

Lo Wai (#[&'), literally old walled village, in the south of Fu Yung Shan (5. Historical

), is one of the oldest Hakka (%) villages in Tsuen Wan (% ). The Interest
village is a multi-clan village inhabited by the Cheungs (3='%), Wongs (:F'*[[,'{),
Huis (%), Tsangs (Tﬁ;{) and Tangs (&%), with the Cheungs being the
earliest settlers who came from Sandong village (= #fif<f) of Jinglong (#] #&) in
Huiyang (fi[#), Guangdong (Fﬁ[ﬁ\[) province, during the reign of Emperor
Kangxi (R, 1662-1722) of Qing (7&) Dynasty. The founding ancestor of the
Cheungs in Lo Wai, namely, Cheung Chi-kwai (él;%ifj), had a son called
Man-fong (¥ =,). Three of Man-fong’s sons stayed in Lo Wai whilst the other
three returned to the Chinese mainland. The three brothers in Lo Wai became the
major branches of the Cheungs in Hong Kong. It is not known when the Cheung
Ancestral Hall (=% q‘\fﬁ]) was built. It was reconstructed in the 1920s.

Located among village houses of the Lo Wai village, the ancestral hall is a Architectural
Qing vernacular building having a two-hall-one-courtyard plan. The open Merit
courtyard is between the entrance and main halls. The building is constructed of
green bricks with its walls to support its roofs of timbers, purlins and ceramic
tiles. The walls are plastered and painted with light earth yellow colour. The
front facade is with fair-faced green bricks having a seven courses of stretchers
to one course of header (—/"fi— ) pattern. The colourful tall altar is at the end
wall in the middle with a soul tablet for worship. The name of the ancestral hall
is moulded on the wall above the lintel. Wall paintings of flowers and birds and a
fascia board of scroll and plant pattern carving are under the front eave. The
front ridge is decorated with a set of red ruilong (%) mouldings at its two
ends.

It is an ancestral hall to witness the lengthy settlement of the Cheungs in Lo Rarity
Wai of Tsuen Wan.

It has built heritage value. Built Heritage
Value &
The building is in good condition. Authenticity

The Cheungs had all the Hakka celebration for ancestral worship at the hall. Social Value,
Dim Dang (%ﬂrfﬁ) ritual for new born baby boys of previous year is still held at & Local
the hall. The families called dingtou (" pifi) are to provide banquets for other Interest



members of the Cheungs after the ritual. Special offerings including Hakka
dishes and tea-cakes (% 3 % H!) would be made as offerings for ancestral
worship at festivals including the Chinese New Year, Chung Yeung Festival (Ei
FFbEf)), Mid-Autumn Festival (fl #F &) and others. The Cheungs were the major
sponsors of the Tin Hau Temple (R’F',Efq) in Wai Tsuen Road (Ei% 2%). They
had miufan (&8, temple rice) banquets during the Spring and Autumn
Equinoxes (EF‘}%F: %) at the temple in the old days with other villagers in Tsuen
Wan and Tsing Yi (:F’fJ?l”).

It is considered that the question of adaptive re-use does not arise at the Adaptive
present time. Re-use
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Historic Building Appraisal

Sik Lo — Entrance Gate
Yeung Ka Tsuen, Shap Pat Heung

Sik Lo (3i"#) in Yeung Ka Tsuen (4 1]) of Shap Pat Heung (+{ ’* %), Historical

Yuen Long, was built by twoYeung brothers, Yeung Chuk-nam (™) and Interest
Yeung Wai-nam (f#@#7d) in 1933. It was the Yeungs’ settlement in the area that
the village and adjoining area is called Yeung Ka Tsuen, village of the Yeungs.
They were Hakkas (% 3 *) from Meixian (f&%5) of Guangdong (?{,ﬁ\l)
province working in Indonesia to earn their living. They came to Hong Kong and
built the house working as farmers. Some of their descendents still live in the
house and some are in Indonesia. Their main agricultural activities were rice and
vegetables growing with pig rearing. Their produces were sold at the Yuen Long
Old Market (7- #£ #). The Yeungs are no longer farmers and the vegetables
grown are for self-consumption.

The Hakka house is at good fung shui location with Tai Lam (&) Architectural
mountain at the back and Yuen Long town area to its south. It is a typical Hakka Merit
village house of a two-hall-two-row (Tw‘xjﬁf‘ﬁ‘xjﬁi) plan. A gate house is at the
north-east with the enclosing low wall surrounding its front compound. A
separate block for farm implements, pig rearing is to its left.

The main building is in symmetrical layout with a core hall-courtyard-hall
middle portion flanked by one row of six rooms separated by an open lane to its
right and left. Its entrance and main halls are flanked by one room on either side.
At the far end of the main hall at the central axis of the house is the ancestral hall
with an altar in the middle for ancestral worship. Other than the main recessed
entrance, access entrances are provided at the two lanes. The gable walls of the
side houses and the entrance hall are on the front elevation direction. The
building is constructed of bricks and cement with its walls and columns to
support its pitched roofs of timber rafters, round fir purlins and ceramic tiles. Its
gables are in the fire type of the Five Elements (= /= 'f B p”%f). A plaque with
the name of the house Sik Lo in Chinese characters is above the entrance
doorway. Wall friezes with wall paintings are at the entrance and main halls
having landscape, flowers-and-rocks, bird motifs. Arch mouldings are with
external windows.

It is a rare Hakka house built in 1933 to show the Yeungs’ settlement in the Rarity
village.



It is a 1930s version of a Hakka house of high built heritage value.

The authenticity of the village house is kept though with minor modifications
to suit its present uses.

The gate house, the Sik Lo main building and the ancillary block have
co-related group value.

The Yeungs have their ancestral worship at their main hall with photographs
and a soul tablet at the altar. The hall is called Dun King Tong (#%¢ ) which
three Chinese characters are written in the middle of the altar flanked by a pair of
couplets. The Yeungs also take part in Tin Hau Festival (:\’ﬁ?ﬁ activities at the
Tai Shu Ha Tin Hau Temple (4™ :\’F’[@‘q) in Shap Pat Heung on the 23" day
of the third lunar month. During the Japanese Occupation (1941-45) local

guerrillas stayed for a year at the house with the Yeungs who did not move away.

Built Heritage
Value
Authenticity

Group Value

Social Value,
& Local
Interest



Historic Building Appraisal
No. 15 Kau Wah Keng Old Village,
Kwai Tsing, N.T.

The Tsangs (fﬁ) in Kau Wah Keng Old Village (-2 i £%7) are Hakkas (%
%) who settled in the village in the Qianlong (fizf# , 1736-1795) reign of the
Qing (&) dynasty. Before their arrival, the village was settled by a family
surnamed Ng (44). Tsang Bak-tao (T‘ﬁ (F187) first moved from Wangniugang (&
-f fk}) of Danshui (%), Huizhou (fi”}]), to Lizhujiao village (% ff) of
Baoan (¥4°), Guangdong (’?ﬁlﬁ\l) province, that is, the present-day Tai Lam
Chung (*-3p]) in 1737. His second son Wai-heng (s%7+) later moved to Kau
Wah Keng Old Village in the mid-18" century. Wai-heng is considered as the
founding ancestor of the village.

Hong Kong Island was declared as a free port in 1842 and the Kowloon
Peninsula was leased by Britain in 1860, which resulted in the general growth of
China trade. A large number of Chinese were employed by shipping companies.
Many villagers in Kau Wa Keng started to work as seamen before the lease of
the New Territories. Their remittances made the village well-off.

There are three ancestral halls in the village. The building block formed by
Nos. 13, 14 and 15 was built by Tsang Tai-cheung (ﬁ*fﬁ) before 1924 as
indicated by an aerial photograph. Tai-cheung worked as a manager and an
accountant in a timber shop. Hin-fu (7& &), his son, inherited the building after
his father died in the 1930s. Hin-kwai worked as a seaman in a number of ship
companies and travelled to the U.S. (by the ships of Canadian Pacific Ocean
Services Ltd. (g'&f'ﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁjﬁ? ‘F;J)) and the Philippines (by the ships of Dollar
Line (£ Hﬁﬁjﬁ? fil), also known as “Tai Loi” (")) until 1941. The building
is still occupied by the family of Hin-fu.

Located at the last (northern) row of the eight rows of village houses, the
Tsang Ancestral Hall (rﬁ;{ 9t ) at No.13 together with Nos.14 and 15 on its
right form an independent form and style of western influence which might be
classified as Chinese Eclectic. The three units are owned by the descendants of
the same tso ('), the Tsang Chiu Fung Tso (ﬁﬁﬁﬁjf%‘ﬁi'). A horizontal mounding
is on the front facade at the level separating the ground and the first floors and at
the roof level. A parapet is at the roof level of the fagade. The hall is a two-storey
building probably constructed of concrete and bricks with its walls to support its
pitched roof of timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. The ground floor and the
first floor are having a one-hall-one-room plan. The hall is in front of the room.
The walls are plastered and painted white. Timber planks and floor joists are for

the structure of the upper flooring. The floor of the ground floor is of cement
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screeding whilst that of the upper floor is of Canton tiles. The doorframe is of
granite.

It is a building of the Tsangs to witness their settlement in the area. Rarity

It has some built heritage value. Built Heritage
Value

The building is in upkeep condition. Its authenticity is basically kept. Authenticity

It has group value with the other selected historic buildings in Kau Wa Keng Group Value
Old Village.

Many of the Tsangs were seamen who worked overseas. They sent money Social Value,
via remittances back to the village, part of it was used for the repair of the & Local
building. Hin-fu and his brothers received secondary education in the village and Interest
then at the Ying Wa College (= %;ﬁ;‘a’).They were encouraged to take up
shipping business as many of the clansmen.



Historic Building Appraisal
Cheung Ancestral Hall
Pui O Lo Wai Tsuen, Lantau

Pui O Lo Wai Tsuen (R [EFT) is a Hakka (%) village occupied by
different clans, the Cheungs (3=<) being the dominant one. The Cheung Ancestral
Hall (3;%52%’@) in Pui O Lo Wai Tsuen is also called Yue Tak Tong (¥ #10), a
tong of the first branch of the Cheungs. It was built by the Cheungs some 120
years ago. Their founding ancestor Cheung Ying-lun (%%i%@?;—'&), a native of
Pinghe (- #[1) of Zhangzhou (iﬁ ’[1), Fujian (fg&) province, moved to Canggian
(ﬁﬁfj) of Bao’an (¥f+4’), Guangdong ("ﬁ[ﬁ\l) province during the reign of
Emperor Kangxi (R, 1662-1722) of Qing (7&) Dynasty. After a short stay of
several years, he settled with his fellow clansmen in Pui O as he learnt from a
fisherman that Pui O was a nice place for cultivation. They first stayed at the
higher ground of Lo Wai where they had the first ancestral hall built over there.
They then moved to the present site.

The ancestral hall is located among village houses in the lower portion of the
village facing south. The houses are not arranged in any order or in row. It is a
Qing vernacular building of a one-hall-one-courtyard plan. The open courtyard is
in front of the hall. The building is constructed of granite blocks with its walls to
support its pitched roofs of timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. The front wall of
the building is plastered and painted with earth yellow colour. The other external
walls are having the coarse granite blocks exposed. An altar is at the end wall of
the hall housing a soul tablet of the Cheungs for worship. A red wooden offering
table is in front of the altar. The internal walls are plastered and floors screeded.
The name of Yue Tak Tong is written above the doorway of the recessed
entrance.

It is an ancestral hall of the Cheungs to witness their settlement in Pui O.

It has some built heritage value.

The building was renovated in 1968. The sawn angular timber joists are not
traditional Chinese construction, and may have replaced the original China fir
poles during a renovation.

The ancestral hall is for the worship of all the Cheung ancestors of the

village. A number of Festivals would be celebrated at the hall especially the
Chinese New Year, Ching Ming (y&[¥]4f]) and Chung Yeung Festivals (E1[4]]).
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Basin meals were held in the open ground in front of the hall. Unicorn dancing
was held at the Chinese New Year. A ritual called chungeng (f}#‘) would be
held on the 12" of the first lunar month in front of the hall by the villagers to
thank the gods.

On the front edge of the foreground, there is an incense burner which is
probably related to fengshui setting. Beyond the foreground is the open ground
constructed for the public in the name of Cheung Lin. Recently, the Ancestral
Hall is surrounded by village houses of modern style, while ruins of an old
village house with a pitched roof can be found at the far end of the open ground.

Pui O Lo Wai Tsuen serves several villages, namely Pui O San Wai Tsuen (!
POFrEIFT), Lo Uk Tsuen (Fi='#f) and Ham Tin Tsuen (f#f 7). Two
recorded items of Antiquities and Monuments Office are found in Ham Tin
Tsuen, namely Lin Kong Tong (&1~ 4l) and Cheung Study Hall (%'éﬁ%j‘:’gﬁ).

It is considered that the question of adaptive re-use does not arise at the
present time.

Group Value

Adaptive
Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
Wing Hing Petrol Station
No. 99C Kat Hing Back Street, Tai O, Lantau Island

Wing Hing Petrol Station (<< '}ifl1£]) was built before 1941 for the
storage of kerosene and it has been referred to as Fo Shui Chong (’}'#F’j) by
the local people. The use of firewood was gradually replaced by the increasing
consumption of kerosene in the early 20™ century, when trading activities were
bustled in Tai O. Villagers of the neighbouring areas in Lantau, such as Tung
Chung (fip]), Sha Lo Wan (3} i), Yi O (= ), Fan Lau (57 37k), Shum Wat
(¥%nl), Shek Pik (7 1E#) and Gwaishan (5 [1|) arrived in Tai O to shop for daily
necessities. Wing Hing Petrol Station was probably erected under these
circumstances.

Chan lu ([ffif#£), a resident at No. 2 Kat Hing Street, was the first owner of
the premises. On 21 April 1941, he sold the premises to Lau U-ming (£7 F5),
a resident of Cheung Chau (=<?"). On 31 August 1948, the ownership was
transferred back to Chan lu. The building is now owned by the daughter of
Chan lu.

Although the supply of electricity was made available in 1955 by the
China Power & Light Co. Ltd ([ %*}J?Jﬁfiﬁ fil), kerosene and Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) are still important fuels in Tai O which is out of town gas
supply. Since the 1960s, the role of kerosene was increasingly replaced by LPG.
Since then, the Petrol Station has been mainly used for the storage of LPG
instead of kerosene.

The building is a small one-storey structure with a flat roof covered with
insulation tiles. It is surrounded by a boundary wall. All the walls are painted
white. The main entrance has a concrete ramp and a red painted steel gate,
surmounted by a name panel and triangular pediment set between two posts
with ball shaped finials and applied decorative floral motifs. The station has a
steel door and two steel shuttered windows. It is classified as a Mode A
Dangerous Goods Store under the Dangerous Goods (General) Regulations.
According to these regulations the structure should be of substantial brickwork,
masonry or concrete and the floor should be surfaced with smooth impervious
material covered with movable wooden gratings (presumably pallets). The
architectural style of the petrol station is Utilitarian.

There is another petrol station in the same street called Hop Shing Lun
Petrol Station (f,ﬁ‘}@%ﬁiiﬁiﬁrﬁ) of similar style. They are rare types of buildings
and therefore have built heritage value. The decorative pediment over the
entrance gateway seems to be a whimsical gesture by the builder. No noticeable
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alterations appear to have been made so that the petrol station retains its
authenticity.

Although there has been an electricity supply in Tai O since 1955,
kerosene and LPG are still important fuels as there is no town gas supply. The
retail outlet of the petrol station is the On Fat Ho Store (438 %) in Kat Hing
Street. The petrol station and the retail store therefore have social value to the
community. The petrol station is well known in Tai O and has local interest.

Shek Lun Kok was built with most of the residential units along Kat Hing
Back Street (?[% % (). There are other historic houses along the same street;
for example, Shek Lun Kok (?,Egéfgj) at No. 33 Kat Hing Back Street and a
tenement house at No. 23 Kat Hing Back Street. At the end of this street is the
Kwan Tai and Tin Hau Temple (Fjigﬁbjx’ﬁ?, ).

Presumably the petrol station if it ever ceased to be used as a DG Store
could be converted for other purposes. At present though the question of
adaptive re-use is not applicable.

Social Value
& Local
Interest

Group Value

Adaptive
Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
No. 11 Kak Tin Village
Third Street, Kak Tin, Sha Tin

Kak Tin (Bﬁ{' ) was one of the five Punti (7 #9) villages in Sha Tin
founded about 400 years ago by the Tsang (Dﬁ) clanspeople. Originated in
Shandong (}![fi) province, the first ancestor Tsang Nam-hin (ISFTFHHII) moved
to Shipai (7 #F in Dongguan county (Fl2k) of Guangdong (?{,ﬁ\l) province.
After he moved to Hong Kong, he first lived in Tai Wai (*~[#) and Tin Sam
(F'1=) of Sha Tin, and finally settled in Kak Tin in the late Ming (f¥,
1368-1644) dynasty. Three branches of the Tsangs were developed in the
village over 20 generations. According to oral evidence, No.11 Kak Tin
Village was erected by Tsang Ping-sang (ffﬁiﬁé& , who had once worked as a
sailor) in the 1920-30s for his wife. No. 11 was commonly known as the “Old
House” and No.12 next door was erected for his concubine shortly after No.11.

No.11 Kak Tin Village is a Qing (&) vernacular building of two-storey.
A flat-roof front hall is in front of a pitched-roof hall. It is constructed of green
bricks and granite blocks with its walls to support its pitched roof of timber,
rafters and clay tiles. The front facade is plastered and painted with cream
colour. The rear elevation wall is retained with green bricks and granite blocks
for its lower courses. The house is partitioned in its front and rear halls with a
living room, bedrooms, a kitchen and a bathroom.

It is a residential building to remind the settlement of the Tsangs in the
village.

It has some built heritage value.

The house has been altered and renovated with modern building materials.
For example, the window openings have been replaced by modern aluminium
frames.

Kak Tin was a village in the south of Shing Mun River (5[I[jf’) at the foot
of Lion Rock (Jf="|'[). The villagers were farmers engaged in rice and
vegetable growing supported by pig and poultry rearing. It had a population of
130 villagers in 1899 and 220 in 1960. About 80 households of the Tsangs are
still residing in the village.

Today, most of the village houses in Kak Tin have been demolished and
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replaced by modern small houses, leaving the houses at Nos. 11 and 12 sole
remnants of the past. The house is also close to the declared monument of
Wong Uk (= %), as well as other buildings graded by the Antiquities Advisory
Board such as Tsang Tai Uk (TET*F;;'), Che Kung Temple (i > &) and High
Rock Christian Camp (&5 §1). All these buildings have good value from a
heritage and cultural point of view.



Historic Building Appraisal
No. 12 Kak Tin Village
Third Street, Kak Tin, Sha Tin

Kak Tin (Bﬁ{' ) was one of the five Punti (7 #9) villages in Sha Tin
founded about 400 years ago by the Tsang (Dﬁ) clanspeople. Originated in
Shandong (}![fi) province, the first ancestor Tsang Nam-hin (ISFTFHHII) moved
to Shipai (7 #F in Dongguan county (Fl2k) of Guangdong (?{,ﬁ\l) province.
After he moved to Hong Kong, he first lived in Tai Wai (*~[#) and Tin Sam
(F'1=) of Sha Tin, and finally settled in Kak Tin in the late Ming (f¥,
1368-1644) dynasty. Three branches of the Tsangs were developed in the
village over 20 generations. According to oral evidence, No.11 Kak Tin
Village was erected by Tsang Ping-sang (ffﬁiﬁé& , who had once worked as a
sailor) in the 1920-30s for his wife. No. 11 was commonly known as the “Old
House” and No.12 next door was erected for his concubine shortly after No.11.

According to oral evidence, No.11 Kak Tin Village was erected by Tsang
Ping-sang (fﬁiﬁéﬁ , who had once worked as a sailor) in the 1920-30s for his
wife. No. 11 was commonly known as the “Old House” and No.12 next door
was erected for his concubine shortly after No.11. No.12 Kak Tin Village was
bought by the Tses in 1960 who named it as Tse Po Sin Tong (%T%ﬁf% #). Itis

still occupied by the Tses.

No.12 Kak Tin Village is a Qing (&) vernacular building of two blocks.
The two-storey west block by the open lane has a front hall and a rear hall. The
front hall is topped with a terrace surrounded by green glazed vase-shaped
balustrades. The pitched roof rear hall has a ceramic cock on its ridge. A
plastered moulding of floral pattern is above the lintel of entrance. The east
block is with a flat-roof two-storey front hall and a pitched roof rear hall. It is
used as the kitchen of the house. A red-and-black rolling grass pattern frieze
painting is at the back wall of the block. The house is constructed of green
bricks and granite blocks with its walls to support its pitched roof of timber,
rafters and clay tiles. The upper elevation of the external walls is retained with
green bricks and granite blocks for its lower courses. A pitched roof Hong Mun
(#+1f], lane gate) is constructed on the lane between house No.12 and the house
opposite.

It is a residential building to remind the settlement of the Tsangs in the
village.
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It has some built heritage value.

The house has been altered and renovated with modern building materials.
For instance, a metal gate has been added to the timber entrance. Most of the
windows have been replaced by aluminium frames.

Kak Tin was a village in the south of Shing Mun River (5[Ijf’) at the foot
of Lion Rock (Jf="|'[). The villagers were farmers engaged in rice and
vegetable growing supported by pig and poultry rearing. It had a population of
130 villagers in 1899 and 220 in 1960. About 80 households of the Tsangs are
still residing in the village.

Today, most of the village houses in Kak Tin have been demolished and
replaced by modern small houses, leaving the houses at Nos. 11 and 12 sole
remnants of the past. The house is also close to the declared monument of
Wong Uk (= %), as well as other buildings graded by the Antiquities Advisory
Board such as Tsang Tai Uk (TET*F;;'), Che Kung Temple (1 > &) and High
Rock Christian Camp (&5 §1). All these buildings have good value from a
heritage and cultural point of view.

Built Heritage
Value
Authenticity

Social Value,
& Local Interest

Group Value
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Historic Building Appraisal
The House of Tsang,

No. 10 Kau Wa Keng Old Village, Kwai Tsing, N.T.

The Tsangs (ﬁﬁ) in Kau Wah Keng Old Village (&' @ gkT) are Hakkas Historical
(%) who settled in the village in the Qianlong (fizf# , 1736-1795) reign of the Interest
Qing (J&) dynasty. Before their arrival, the village was settled by a family
surnamed Ng (4¢). Tsang Bak-tao (T‘ﬁ (F187) first moved from Wangniugang (&1
fh) of Danshui (%), Huizhou (fi’f]), to Lizhujiao village (¥ ff) of
Baoan (#74"), Guangdong (%ﬁ\[) province, that is, the present-day Tai Lam
Chung (““#3p]) in 1737. His second son Wai-heng (s&7+) later moved to Kau
Wah Keng Old Village in the mid-18" century. Wai-heng is considered as the
founding ancestor of the village.

Hong Kong Island was declared as a free port in 1842 and the Kowloon
Peninsula was leased by Britain in 1860, which resulted in the general growth of
China trade. A large number of Chinese were employed by shipping companies.

Many villagers in Kau Wa Keng started to work as seamen before the lease of the
New Territories. Their remittances made the village well-off.

Situated at No.10, Kau Wa Keng Old Village, this two-storey mansion was
built in the 1920s or 30s by the Tsang (ﬁ) family as additional accommodation
to their old house at the foot of the hill. The income of the Tsangs came from
remittances from their men-folk who worked as seamen and also rent from
tenants. This was supplemented by raising chickens, pigs and cows and
cultivation of their farmland.

The architectural style of the house is Chinese Eclectic composed of a Architectural
mixed use of Western and Chinese elements. It is a two-storey pitched-roof Merit
building with gable walls flanking the two sides. On the left, there is a
single-storey room attached to the gable wall with a pitched lean-to roof. The
front facade is the most impressive being a simple classical composition of square
columns, moulded capitals and cornices, and a decorative panel embellished with
festoons and a cartouche in the centre portion of the roof parapet. The lower part
of the front elevation is an open verandah or porch. In contrast the gable walls are
simply rendered and painted, with rows of casement windows. Granite is believed
to be the main construction material.

Alterations include a false ceiling in the ground floor living room, Authenticity,
replacement of original wooden windows with modern aluminium windows, and Built Heritage
ceramic or plastic tiles to the floors. The style of the house is rare and distinctive Value, Rarity
compared to traditional village houses in the area.



Together with a few other houses of the same style nearby, it has group value
and also built heritage value. It adds local interest to the village and also has a
certain social value.

As the house will probably continue to be used as a residence the question of
adaptive re-use does not arise at present.

Group Value
Social Value &
Local Interest

Adaptive
Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
Matilda and War Memorial Hospital
No. 41 Mount Kellett Road, The Peak, Hong Kong

Matilda and War Memorial Hospital (originally named “Matilda Hospital”
FE R [5E) is one of the earliest non-government hospitals in Hong Kong. It
was established in 1906 by the Trustees of the Estate of Granville Sharp, who
provided in his will for a hospital to be erected in memory of his wife, Matilda
Lincolne (P4 4 ). The Hospital in its early days provided medical services
free of charge according to Sharp’s will. It was used briefly towards the end of
the 1940s as a military hospital. In 1951 it was amalgamated with the War
Memorial Nursing Home (built in 1923 in memory of those killed during the
First World War) resulting in the present Matilda and War Memorial Hospital. It
was reopened in 1951 with a new policy of charging all patients.

The front elevation or facade of the Main Building is composed of two
storeys of arched windows set in rectangular recesses united by projecting
horizontal string courses. The main entrance is not picked out or featured in any
way. A weak attempt at a pediment in the centre of the parapet is topped by a
flagpole in 1930s Art Deco style so may not be original. Part of its original
Beaux Arts plan, heavy masonry structure and arched corridors are still
surviving and the elevations are simplified into a common Neo-Georgian style.
Side elevations and ancillary blocks such as Sharp House and Granville House
are in similar insipid style. Internally, most of the Neo-Georgian interior works
are still surviving: classical arches, columns, cornices and coved and panelled
ceilings are a reminder of what once the building used to be.

The two story Granville House was built in the mid-1920s. The single
story Neo-Georgian style Old Maternity Block (now named as Sharp House)
was built prior to 1952. The Modern style Old Chinese Nurses’ Hostel (now
named as Lincolne House) was built in 1951. They are having similar style that
match with the surviving parts in the whole hospital complex.

The Matilda Hospital is of course very well known and a unique part of
Hong Kong’s built heritage.

Over the years, the Hospital underwent many expansion works such as
renovation, enlargement and modernization in order to provide modern
facilities while retaining the character of the original building wherever
possible. Certain alterations made to the hospital included: pitch roof changed
to flat, column head ornaments removed, entrance portal simplified, mouldings
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and ornaments around arched windows removed or hidden and original fine
brickwork, granite and white stone arches plastered. Much of the architectural
essence of Beaux Arts style was lost and resulted in the surviving entrance
block’s common Neo-Georgian style. Due to irreversible demolitions and
alterations the original hospital block has now been reduced to an unremarkable
stucco building of Neo-Classical or Neo- Georgian Style.

Its social value lies in its role in the development of medical care and
services as a non-government and non-profit making hospital. Although it has
struggled through financial difficulties, it has endeavored to maintain a high
standard of medical and nursing care for nearly a century. It is a well known
local landmark on the Peak, part of local social development history, and a
favorite tourist spot.

The location of Matilda Hospital, The Peak, as an area of tourist visiting
and high grade residences including some buildings of similar age, full of
greenery and having a perfect sea view, matches with the heritage quality of the
hospital.

It is likely to remain a hospital for many years to come.

Social Value
& Local
Interest

Adaptive
Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
Former Royal Air Force Hangar
Diamond Hill, Kowloon

Originally erected in 1934, the Former Royal Air Force Hangar (f] &/ % %
{Eﬂ’?{%)ﬁ%‘;?[) was built at Kai Tak Airport as a civilian aircraft hangar. Due to
expansion work at Kai Tak Airport, the Japanese dismantled the Hangar and
re-erected it on the present site at Tai Hom Village, Diamond Hill, in 1943. The
Hangar, which was constructed to the latest structural engineering design
standards of the time, was believed to have housed Japanese military aircraft
(mainly Zero-Sen fighters).

After the War, it was used by various organizations and government
departments as a store. For example, it was once used as storage for relief
commodities received from the United States by various relief agencies. Also,
the Urban Services Department used the Hangar for packing food parcels with
the Cooperative For American Relief Everywhere (CARE, %@'E?‘éﬁéﬁ a
relief organization for the purpose of overseeing food crusade packages for
local distribution). It was then used by a private company Hing Muk Animal
Foodstuff Company (==t &d | & 53 ’F[J) for producing animal foodstuff. It is
now abandoned. With the clearance of Tai Hom Village (*#%47) in the late
1990s, it was one of three items that were not demolished in this squatter area
in view of their historical and architectural merits.

Hangars were mainly used for aircraft storage, maintenance and general
service purposes. There were many hangar types developed in the 1930s. The
Former RAF Hangar is probably a style known as the Bellman Hangar. It is a
large rectangular steel framed structure with a pitched roof clad with steel
corrugated sheeting. The pre-fabricated steel sections were shipped in from the
United Kingdom. The roof trusses are of Pratt configuration, also known as
Linville or N-trusses. The trusses span across the full width of the Hangar and
are supported on steel columns, which take the loads to the ground on concrete
footings. The sliding doors are full height fitted with wheels and tracks at the
base. The Hangar is surrounded on three sides by a concrete earth retaining
wall. It is more of an engineering structure than an architectural building and
may be categorised in the Utilitarian classification.

The Hangar is a rare type of building in Hong Kong and the only surviving
pre-war military aircraft hangar. It therefore has built heritage value as
representing development of aviation in Hong Kong. Some additional steel
structural members appear to have been fitted at some time, but generally the
Hangar retains its original authentic appearance.
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In addition to its military use, the Hangar was used for various relief
agencies in the 1960s for storage, packaging and distribution of relief
commodities from the United States. Later it was used by a local animal
foodstuff company. The Hangar therefore has historical social value and is also
of interest to local aviation enthusiasts.

Within the former RAF base, another military structure, an Old Pillbox (5%
ﬁ?‘[) is also preserved. A Stone House (?[FJJJ’) is found at the old site of Tai
Hom Village opposite to the Hangar. It is physically close to the big religious
complex, Wong Tai Sin Temple (:F‘fi[*l'ﬂ[fﬁ]ﬁﬁ «'1[7#). St. Joseph’s Home for the
Aged (ZFa97554 #[%) is located at the Clear Water Bay Road nearby.

Due to its construction, the Hangar can easily be dismantled and
re-erected. The main problem is finding a site large enough to accommodate it.
Due to its large internal capacity it could be used as the basis for an aviation
museum or a museum for veteran and vintage cars.

Social Value
& Local
Interest

Group Value

Adaptive
Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
Entrance Gate
Muk Wu, Ta Kwu Ling, N.T.

Muk Wu (#+ *Jg,ﬂ) village is in the closed area on the east of Man Kam To (¥
éf}?@). It was first settled by the Tos (f+) from Dongguan (jl k) of Guangdong
(’?ﬁlﬁ\l) province probably in the late 17" century the earliest. The Wongs (?5)
and the Yams ({=) later came to settle in the village. It is now inhabited by fewer
than a hundred villagers. It was a walled village with four watch towers at the
four corners of the square village. An entrance gate was built in the middle of the
front outer row of houses with a shrine at the opposite end on the last row of
houses on the central axis of the village. The symmetrical layout of the village
had the central axis, that is the main street in the middle, bisected the village into
two halves with four rows of houses running parallel to the front and back rows
of houses separated by horizontal lanes between them. The outlying row of
houses, the four corner towers and the entrance gate formed as an external wall
to protect the inner houses. It was probably first built 300 years ago when the
village was established.

The entrance gate is connected to a house on either side facing southwest like
the other houses in the village. The gate is a Qing (&) vernacular building of a
one-hall rectangular plan. It is constructed of green bricks with its walls to
support its pitched roof of timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. Its front doorway
IS in rectangular shape whilst its rear doorway in arched shape. Two circular
holes are above the front doorways for fung shui benefit and for security
watching. Inside the gate entrance on the left rear wall by the door is an Earth
God (- #4) niche with an incinerator in its front. The building is retained with
fair-faced green bricks. The central portion of the floor is paved with granite
slabs. A wooden tanglung(##&&) is  still installed at the front door.

It is an entrance gate to witness the history of the village.
It has some built heritage value.
It has its authenticity kept.

It has group value with the ruined shrine and the Tin Hau Temple (f\f[%iq) in
the village.
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The entrance gate was an essential structure to protect the villagers living Social Value,
inside the village. It was used to keep away all the enemies, bandits and any & Local
threats that would endanger the villagers. It was closed at night. A voluntary Interest
self-defence guard force was organized in the village to provide patrol and
security service. The guards were allowed to have guns for its duties. The service
was discontinued in the 1970s. The villagers had Dim Dang (%#7&5‘) ritual at the
shrine and the Earth God niche at the gate would be given incense offerings as
well.



Historic Building Appraisal
Law Ancestral Hall
No. 47 Sheung Kwai Chung Village, Tsuen Wan

The Law Ancestral Hall (5% é\fﬁ‘j) of Sheung Kwai Chung Tsuen (_-3&3p]
1, Upper Kwai Chung Village) in Kwai Chung, Tsuen Wan (& ), is one of the
ancestral halls of the village. The village was a multi-lineage village occupied
mainly by the Tsangs ( ﬁFT), the Chans (i) and the Laws (). The Laws moved
to the village in the late 18" to the early 19" century. It is believed that the
ancestral hall was built around the period. The hall was for the ancestral worship
of the Laws.

Located in the back row of village houses of the village, the ancestral hall is
a Qing (&) vernacular building having a one-hall-one-courtyard plan. The
building is constructed of green bricks with its walls to support its pitched roofs
of timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. The walls are plastered and painted. The
altar is in the middle of the end wall of the hall housing a big soul tablet for
worship. The front fagade of the hall is painted red with imitation brick lines. No
decoration is on the ridge nor at the recessed entrance. Granite is used for the
doorframe of the entrance and the courtyard floor.

The building is an ancestral hall to remind the settlement of the Laws in
Sheung Kwai Chung Tsuen of Tsuen Wan.

It has little built heritage value.

The building is in upkeep condition. Its authenticity is kept.

It has group value with other ancestral halls in the village.

Other than regular worship of the ancestors at the hall, special offerings are
made at the festivals including the Chinese New Year, the Chung Yeung Festival
(E1P#47), the Mid-Autumn Festival (f[#F&]) and others. They never had Dim

Dang (%#r*ﬁ) ritual at the hall. They did have wedding and funeral ceremonies at
the hall.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Yiu Kung Ancestral Hall
No. 26A Kau Wah Keng Old Village, Kwai Tsing

The Tsangs (fﬁ) in Kau Wah Keng Old Village (]-Z # g F}) are Hakkas (%
%) who settled in the village in the Qianlong (fizf'%, 1736-1795) reign of the Qing
(}&) dynasty. Before their arrival, the village was settled by a family surnamed Ng
(44). Tsang Bak-tao (ﬁﬁ (F 1) first moved from Wangniugang (%1 ff) of Danshui
(3% <), Huizhou (FU/f(), to Lizhujiao village (¥%T#|ff) of Baoan (¥7%'),
Guangdong (’?ﬁlﬁ\l) province, that is, the present day Tai Lam Chung (*$3p]) in
1737. His second son Wai-heng (#&£5+) later moved to Kau Wah Keng Old Village
in the mid-18" century. Wai-heng is considered as the founding ancestor of the
village.

Hong Kong Island was declared as a free port in 1842 and the Kowloon
Peninsula was leased by Britain in 1860, which resulted in the general growth of
China trade. A large number of Chinese were employed by shipping companies.
Many villagers in Kau Wa Keng started to work as seamen before the lease of the
New Territories. Their remittances made the village well-off.

There are three ancestral halls in the village. This Yiu Kung Ancestral hall (£
Z+if) was built before 1905 to commemorate Yiu Wui-yuk (’a’?%rr;’?ﬁﬂ), the adopted
father of Tsang Chun-kwan (ﬁ#?%ﬁi) who was the great-grandson of Wai-heng. The
exact construction year of the building is unknown. A map dated 1905 shows its
existence. The other two ancestral halls include the Tsang Ancestral Hall (ﬁﬁ;& 9t
?Z'TTH‘J) at No.13 of the village and the Ancestral Hall (@Eﬁ:‘ﬁﬂ) at No.28B. Yiu had
a close relationship with Wah-hon (?3" &), the grandson of Wai-heng. He also
came from Danshui. He helped Wah-hon to improve his living standard. As Yiu had
no son, he adopted Chun-kwan as his son.

Located on a separate row of village houses in the west of the village, the
ancestral hall is connected to village houses on its left and right. It is a Qing
vernacular building having a two-hall-one-courtyard plan. The open courtyard is
between the entrance and main halls. The long and narrow building is constructed
of green bricks with its walls to support its pitched roofs of timber rafters, purlins
and clay tiles. The walls are plastered and painted. The altar is in the middle of the
end wall of the main hall housing a soul tablet facing the entrance. The floors are
cement screeded. The building is also for residential use with a bedroom, a kitchen
and a bathroom at the courtyard.

It is an ancestral hall of the Tsangs to witness their settlement in the area.
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It has some built heritage value.
The building is not in upkeep condition. Its authenticity is diminished.

It has group value with the other two ancestral halls and selected historic
buildings in the village.

Many of the Tsangs were seamen who worked overseas. They sent money via
remittances back to the village, part of it was used for the repair of the building.
Other than for the ancestral worship, the hall was used to seek the ancestors’
blessing for the wedding of the Tsangs, birth of babies and birthdays of elders. It is
also used as a meeting place of the Tsangs and dealing with village affairs. Other
than regular ancestral worship, the Tsangs still make special offerings to the
ancestors at festivals in the three ancestral halls in the village, first for the Yiu Kung
Ancestral Hall and followed by the other two.

Built Heritage
Value
Authenticity

Group Value
Social Value,

& Local
Interest



Historic Building Appraisal
Kong Ha Wai - Servants’ Quarters
(near Kam Tsin Wai) Pat Heung, Yuen Long, N.T.

Kong Ha Wai (i~ E/[&) is a huge mansion erected by Wong Kwong-kiu
(ﬁ[ ’?i[ fﬁ) in 1933-36. The area has been named as Kong Ha Wai since then. It
is on the west of Kam Sheung Road (.%ﬁ}fi‘%‘,) and east of Kam Tsin Wai (= &
&) village in Pat Heung (/* %), Yuen Long. Kwong-kiu was a Hakka (% %)
coming from Meixian (f4i'%) of Guangdong (?{,ﬁ\l) province. He was a
merchant of gold business. He bought the land from a Tang Lo-pun (&f£%#1?)
and built his mansion. Some of the workers were villagers of Kam Tsin Wai.
The mansion is so called “wai” (&, walled village) but it is not a walled
village itself. The mansion comprises a main building for use as a residence of
some 20 members of the Wong, a servants’ quarters, a gate entrance, two ponds
in front of the main building and a surrounding garden with green houses. The
Wongs left the mansion during the Japanese Occupation (1941- 45) and
wooden furniture of the house was looted as firewood. Tung Yick School (fﬁj
752544) was temporarily accommodated in Kong Ha Wai in Spring 1941 until
the end of the War.

The Wongs did not return to the mansion in 1945 after the War. It was used
as a temporary police station as the one in Au Tau ([{'gfi) had been destroyed.
They returned to their mansion when the police station moved to a new one in
Pat Heung in 1953. The garden of the mansion was used as a factory starting in
1963 and later extended to the residential main building as well in the 1970s.
Three of Kwong-kiu’s grandsons emigrated to Australia and the U.S. in the
1980s leaving their father Shui-luen (rﬂzgg residing in the Servants’ quarters
until 1997 when he sold the mansion to a developer. A plague “Shui

Residence” (%TEJJJ’) was fixed at the entrance of the quarters building.

The main building occupies an area of about 10.5 square metres facing
northwest. In front of it is an open foreground. In the past, there were two
semi-circular fung shui ponds. The bigger pond was added in later stage in the
outer skirt of the smaller one. However, the ponds were reclaimed between
1982 and 1985 by a landscape nursery for more usable space. A pitched-roof
gate entrance is at the right end of the compound and a servants’ quarters at the
right corner of the open foreground. The servant’s quarter has its door opened
on the side opposite the main building. It is a two-storey pitched-roof building
having a Chinese Eclectic style complementary to the main building. It is a
servants’ quarters for the servants and gardeners working for the Wongs. It also
acted as a guard-house to provide security and reception services for the
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mansion. It was constructed of concrete and green bricks with its walls to
support its pitched roof with tiles covering. The gables was also of the Fire
('F) style of the Five Elements (= /%) as that of the main building. The left
one is seemed missing. The projected eaves are supported by false concrete
brackets. The walls are plastered and painted in earth yellow colour.

It is a servants’ quarters of the Kong Ha Wai mansion, an integral part of
the mansion, to witness the settlement of the Wongs in Kong Ha Wai.

It has some built heritage value.
The building has its authenticity kept.

It has group value with the main building and the entrance gate of the
mansion.

Kwong-kiu had two sons, Tak-ling (f,ﬁgigé) and Shui-luen, both served in the
Hong Kong May Shien Association (ﬁ?ﬁ@%ﬂﬁﬂﬁ) in 1970-96. The former
was the chairman of the Association in 1979-81. One of the nephews of
Kwong-kiu, Kai-lun (ﬁ%ﬁg&), studied at Kam Chuen School (.%ﬁ};f Z4%) in Kam
Tsin Wai. Kwong-kiu bought lots of land in the area and rented them to the
nearby villagers for agricultural farming and livestock breeding. A paper mill
was at the garden of the mansion and later the main building was used as
factories of plastic flowers, plastic moulds, carpets, rubber bands, zinc
products and lately polyfoam products. The garden is used by a landscape
nursery.

Rarity
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Historic Building Appraisal
Ss. Peter and Paul Church
No. 201 Castle Peak Road, Yuen Long, New Territories

Ss. Peter and Paul Church (ZHff1 2w i) was originally built in
1925 in Tung Tau Tsuen (j A7) of Yuen Long Old Market (7t #[£3%) under
the leadership of Rev. Brookes, Richard PIME ([ ). Rev. Brookes
arrived in Hong Kong in 1922 and later served in St. Joseph’s Church (ZH59%7
?}Iﬁz‘) in Garden Road and St. Teresa’s Church (ZH#¥3s¢4l") in Kowloon City.
Ss. Peter and Paul Church was relocated and rebuilt on the present Castle Peak
Road site in 1958 with financial support of Bishop Lawrence Bianchi and
Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong. It is now the main Catholic Church in Yuen
Long District.

Before 1993, the building accommodated Ss. Peter and Paul Church and
Shung Tak Catholic English College (—= F4 it ¢ ?{ [5%). Two storeys were
occupied by the school which contained a few classrooms, a library and a
geography room located on the ground floor while a music room, art room and
a classroom were on the first floor. The College moved to Hung Shui Kiu (3# -f<
ﬁa‘]) 1993. After that, the classrooms have been converted into conference rooms
while the second floor is used by the Catholic Laity Formation Centre (== 5>

Fr %:’;’IIH [‘L“).

The Church is a simple two-storey pitched roof rectangular building built
on a north-south central axis. The main entrance is at the south end with a
mezzanine floor over the entrance vestibule. A central aisle of red and green
tiles leads directly to the altar at the north end which is richly carved in Gothic
style. Wooden pews are situated on either side of the aisle. The walls are
plastered and painted cream and the windows have coloured glass panes. The
steel roof trusses are exposed. The entrance doors are formed of coloured glass
in an Art Deco pattern. There are two side doors opposite each other about
mid-way on plan. Externally the walls are rendered and painted with stone
dressings to the plinth, entrances, gable parapet and the bell cote over the main
entrance. Decorative green panels unite the windows in vertical emphasis, and
also give verticality to the three entrances. The architectural style of the Church
can be said to be Modern Eclectic since it combines modern architecture with
traditional materials and church design.

The Church is a good example of modern 1950s church architecture which
has survived the surrounding redevelopment. As the most important Catholic
church in the district it is of built heritage value. Inevitably it has undergone
renovations over the years including replacement of the roof. Nevertheless it
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retains much of its authentic appearance and is well maintained and cared for.

The social value of the Church lies in the role it has played in the religious
activities of the community. It has local interest because of its architecture and
history. Apart from Ss. Peter and Paul Church, there were several chapels in
Yuen Long, such as Holy Family Chapel (Z#% |- i) in Sheung Che (),
Our Lady of Sorrows Chapel ({35 [ 4) in Kam Tsin Wai (= #&2[#'), St.
John’s Chapel (3] 4i) in Cheung Po (;%'F‘“‘J). All of these chapels were
established in the 1920s and 1930s. The priests visited and said Mass in
different chapels by turn.

The question of adaptive re-use does not really arise in the case of this
Church which as far as is known is not likely to close down in the immediate
future.

Social Value
& Local
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Adaptive
Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
Nos. 21-24, Lane 5, Shan Pui Tsuen,
Yuen Long, N.T.

Shan Pui Tsuen (| fr]’fm‘) is in the south of Nam Sang Wai (% [&), Yuen
Long, facing a large piece of fishing ponds in the old days. The village was
founded by Lam Siu-yuen (#£J=7), a 13" generation member of the Lam
clan, who moved from Tai Wai (*[&) village in its south some 200 years ago.
The Lam Ancestral Hall (ﬁ}i%&ﬁi) probably built around 1900 is in the
eastern part of the village. Most of the houses in the village are on the west of
the ancestral hall. Six rows of houses were built in the village against a hill
facing the ponds in the north. The row of four houses, Nos. 21, 22, 23 and 24,
was on the last row with the hill at their back. They were probably the oldest
buildings built by the Lams when they first settled in the village. Siu-yuen
started by rearing ducks in the ponds in front of the village. The row of houses
has been left vacated since the 1960s and is dilapidated.

The row of four connected houses is on the west of the ancestral hall facing
north like the others. The houses are Qing (J&) vernacular buildings each
having a one-hall-one-courtyard plan. It is constructed of green bricks and
stone with its walls to support its pitched roof of timber rafters, purlins and
clay tiles. A cooking stove and a bath corner is respectively on the left and
right of the open courtyard in front of the hall. The living room is in front of a
bedroom at the hall. A cockloft is above the bedroom also for use as a
bedroom. The lintel is of granite. Above the stone lintel of the entrance of each
house is a projected eave with plastered mouldings of bamboo, lotus and floral
patterns.

It is a row of four residential houses to witness the earlier settlement of the
Lams in Shan Pui Tsuen.

It has some built heritage value.
The houses are not maintained properly. It has not its authenticity kept.

It has group value with the Lam Ancestral Hall and a number of village
houses in the village.
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The Lam Ancestral Hall is in the southeast of the row of houses. It was Social Value,
used as the classrooms of a school called Yan Hing School ({~=2f%) for & Local Interest
teaching village children in the 1920-50s. The school was named after Lam
Siu-yuen’s grandfather Lam Yan-hing (¥f{~=¥). It was then used as classrooms
of a kindergarten in 1967-68. Martial arts classes were organized in the open
space outside the hall for villagers until the 1960s. Offering of incense to the
ancestors at the ancestral hall was made by the Lams in turn called lun gung
pai (ﬂ,ﬁﬁlﬁﬁl) in the morning and at dusk until the mid-1970s but discontinued
when more and more clansmen moved out of the village. Dim Dang (%#7&5‘)
ritual is still held at the hall. The names of the new born baby boys of previous
year will be registered in the Tai Wong Temple (= ﬁ[’ﬂﬁ) of the Yuen Long
Kau Hui (7 #]£3¥) and lanterns of the boys will be lit up at both the hall and
the temple.



Historic Building Appraisal
Li Ancestral Hall
Ma Yau Tong, Sai Kung

Ma Yau Tong (Eﬂﬁiﬁfﬂﬁ) was a Hakka (%3) village inhabited by the Lis
(%), the Tsangs (fﬁ) and the Chus (-4 ). The Lis were the first settlers followed
by the other two. Li Hoh-fung (% fi’ &) was the founding ancestor branched
out from the Lis of Ha Wo Hang (™ - $&) in Sha Tau Kok (7§ £]) in the 18"
century. Li Tak-wah (% =" ) and his son Kuen-lam moved from Boluo (ﬁ%}é)
of Guangdong ('??[ﬁJ) province to Wo Hang (<) (later subdivided into
Sheung Wo Hang 1, Upper Wo Hang; Lower Wo Hang, Lower Wo Hang
and Wo Hang Tai Long -+ Hit ) in the Ming (F#], 1368-1644) dynasty. The
second son of Kuen-lam, Git-wing ($#4¢ ), and his five sons later moved to
Ha Wo Hang. It is believed that the Li Ancestral Hall (?;&%fﬁj) was in
existence in the 19™ century.

Situated in the middle of a row of village houses of the village, the Li
Ancestral Hall is facing south-west. It is a Qing (&) vernacular building
having a two-hall-one-courtyard plan. The open courtyard is between the
entrance and main halls. It is constructed of green bricks with its walls to
support its pitched roofs of timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. The altar is
occupying the entire end wall of the main hall. The altar, the purlins and the
roof tiles at the main hall are all painted in red colour. A soul tablet of the Li
ancestors is in the middle of the altar. A big incinerator built with bricks is at
the open courtyard. The walls are plastered and painted. The floors are
screeded. The external wall of the front fagade is with fair-faced bricks which
brick-lines are painted red. The lower courses of the wall are of granite blocks.
A small name board of the hall is above the lintel of the recessed entrance.

It is an ancestral hall of the Lis to witness their settlement in Ma Yau Tong.

It has little built heritage value.

It is maintained regularly. Its authenticity is kept.

The Lis have their ancestral worship at the ancestral hall. During the Chung
Yeung Festival (E1[#a7), they would have their grave sweeping at the
ancestors graves nearby. Dim Dang (%ﬁﬁﬁ) ritual is still held on the 15" day of

the Chinese New Year for new born baby boys of the Lis. The lantern would be
hanged at the Pak Kung ({f1’*) of the village during daytime and returned to
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the hall at night. After two to three days the lanterns would be burnt in front of
the Pak Kung.



Historic Building Appraisal
Cheung Ancestral Hall
No. 87 Shui Tsiu Lo Wai, Shap Pat Heung, Yuen Long

Shui Tsiu Lo Wai (7]<& #[&) is a Hakka (% %) village having a history of
some 300 years in Shap Pat Heung (- /" 3¥) of Yuen Long occupied by eight
clans including the Kans (fi#), the Tsangs (fﬁ), the Chans ([i§t) the Cheungs
(3=), the Yeungs (f#) and others. The Cheungs came from Boulo (1%1%) of
Guangdong (?ﬁ\l) province in the Kangxi (Ril, 1662-1722) reign of the
Qing (J&) dynasty. With the increase of population, they moved south to
establish their own village, Nam Hang Tsuen (R #itif), in the 1830s. They did
not however move the Cheung Ancestral Hall (3<% :i'wTFJ) in Shui Tsiu Lo Wai
which was constructed probably in the 18" century the earliest. The Cheungs
had another ancestral hall in Nam Hang Tsuen.

Located in the first row of houses in the six rows of houses in the village,
the ancestral hall is connected to a house on either side. It is a Qing vernacular
building having a one-hall-one-courtyard plan. It is constructed of green bricks
and mud bricks with its walls to support its pitched roofs of timber rafters,
purlins and clay tiles. The walls are partially plastered and painted and some
covered with ceramic tiles. The floors are with ceramic tiles. A soul tablet of
the Cheung ancestors is on the ceramic-tiled altar at the end wall of the hall.
The name of the hall is engraved on a piece of stone on the wall above the
lintel of the recessed entrance. Wall frieze paintings of flowers are on either
side of the name board. A pair of geometric mouldings is at two ends of the
front and main ridges. The front facade walls are covered with green ceramic
tiles.

It is an ancestral hall of the Cheungs to witness their settlement in Shui
Tsiu Lo Wai.

It has little built heritage value.
A renovation was made in the 1970s The building has been
unsympathetically painted and modernized with the ceramic tiles used. Its

authenticity has been diminished.

It has group value with the other ancestral halls of the Kans, Chans, the
Yeungs and the Tses (52) in the village.
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The Cheungs would make ancestral worship to their ancestors at the hall at Social Value,
the Chinese New Year and at Ching Ming (?%PEJQ{*J) and Chung Yeung (;’1[% & Local Interest
a17) Festivals with special offerings. They had wedding, funeral and Dim Dang
(%l!ﬁ’%) rituals at the hall but discontinued after the Second World War. The
Cheungs have participated in the Fa Pow (%) activities at the Tai Shu Ha
Tin Hau Temple (A#H f\f[%iq) in Ngau Yiu Tau (7L ZpF) of Shap Pat
Heung on the 23" of the third lunar month.



Historic Building Appraisal
Tin Hau Temple
Tung Tau Tsuen, Yuen Long, N.T.

Tin Hau Temple (:\T'[?[’Efq) in Tung Tau Tsuen (fuFiAT) was built in the 51%
year (1712) of the Kangxi reign (5L, 1662-1722), Qing (J&) dynasty, as the
temple bell has the dating inscribed on it. The temple was built by Tang Man-Wai
(B 2), a prominent member of the Kam Tin (\%ﬁ}E' ) Tangs who set up the Yuen
Long Kau Hui (7 V& 3E, Yuen Long Old Market). Tung Tau Tsuen, literally
village to the east, is so called as it is in the east of the old market. However the
village was not occupied by the Tangs but mainly by the Chans (i), the Loks (k%)
and the Lis (%) from Dongguan (ji2t:) some 300 years ago and was originally
called Chan Lok Li Tsuen (=2 f<f). The temple was for the worship of Tin Hau
and Kwun Yam (@Ejﬁ[) deities. It is said that not many villagers of Tung Tau Tsuen
went to the temple as it was built by the Tangs who had no good relationship with
the villagers. The temple is managed by the Kwong Yu Tong (3t ¥ 4i") of the Kam
Tin Tangs.

The temple is a simple structure having two halls and one courtyard flanked by
two side chambers, one to the right and one to the left. The chamber on the right
has collapsed and the roof of the main hall has come down too covered with
corrugated sheets. Much of the original greenbrick walls are concreted and so is
the floor with concrete screeding. The only decorations are the facia boards and
the ridge with geometric and floral patterns.

It is a Tin Hau temple of local context of over 290 years of history.

The built heritage value of this simple temple is low especially it has not been
well maintained.

The temple was last renovated in 2000 with fund from Kwong Yu Tong.
Much of its interior has been altered and ill repaired.

The temple is not a popular one but would be given offerings on each 19" or
20" day of the first lunar month by the Kam Tin Tangs.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Li Ancestral Hall
Kuk Po Lo Wai, Luk Keng

Kuk Po (73], north of Luk Keng (Fusf), has six villages including Kuk Po
Lo Wai (73] # &), Kuk Po San Uk Ha (7 ifj#r'%' ™), Yi To (= 1), Sam To (=
4+), Sze To (PY4+) and Ng To (=+/1+). Kuk Po Lo Wai is the oldest village. Most of
the villagers are Hakkas (% %) including the Yeungs (1), the Sungs (+), the
Chengs (611, the Lis (%), the Yaus (*ff), the Hos (ff") and the Ngs (*}¢). The Yeungs
were the earliest settlers who moved to Kuk Po about 300 years ago. The Lis have
two ancestral halls. This one (Ji Hei Lau Fong, Z<5J#7) is on the right of
another Li ancestral hall. They are on the same alignment facing north-west. It is
not known when it was built. It was probably constructed in the 18" century.

The ancestral hall is a Qing (& ) vernacular building having a
two-hall-one-courtyard plan. The open courtyard is between the entrance and main
halls. It is constructed of green bricks and mud bricks with its walls to support its
pitched roofs of timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. Parts of the walls are plastered
and some of the plasters have peeled off. The finely carved wooden altar occupies
the entire end wall of the main hall housing a soul tablet of the Lee ancestors for
worship. The gable walls of the entrance hall are in rectangular shape. No
decoration is on the front ridge. The name of the hall is moulded on the wall above
the lintel of the recessed entrance. Wall paintings of flowers motif are under the
internal eaves.

It is an ancestral hall of the Lees to witness their settlement in Kuk Po.

It has little built heritage value.

It is not upkept properly showing deterioration. Its authenticity is basically kept.

It has group value with the other ancestral hall of the Lis to its right.

The ancestral hall is still for ancestral worship. Wedding and funeral
ceremonies were held at the hall with banquets served. Dim Dang (%ﬂrfﬁ) ritual for
new born baby boys of previous year was held at the hall on the 15" day of the

Chinese New Year. The lanterns hung at the hall would not be burnt until the next
ritual held.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Chan Ancestral Hall (Sit Wan Tso)
Ping Yeung, Ta Kwu Ling

Ping Yeung (¥T3%) is a single-clan Hakka (% %) village in Ta Kwu Ling
(7#%4H) occupied by the Chans (). Originated in Shanghang (F47) of
Fujian (&) province, the Chans moved southwards staying in a number of
places in Guangdong (’?lﬁ\l) province. Three members of the 9™ generation
moved from Wuhua (= #') to Ping Yeung some three hundred years ago. They
are Tung-kwok (ffli[), Sit-wan ([%5) and Sit-kin ([%3z). Tung-kwok was the
first to settle in the village. Three ancestral halls were built in the village by
descendents of the three branches. The Chans share the same ancestors as those
in Sheung Kwai Chung (_-3&ip]), She Shan Tsuen (7| [) in Tai Po, Luk
Keng (Jus¥7) and Wing Tsuen Tong (#1/[[4) in Tsuen Wan. It is not known
when this Chan Ancestral Hall (l@}z%&’ﬁﬂ, Sit Wan Tso [#Z=i") was built. It
was probably built in the 18" century the earliest.

The ancestral hall is the second largest in the village in the middle of the
village. It is a Qing (&) vernacular building having a two-hall-one-courtyard
plan. The open courtyard is between the entrance and main halls. It is
constructed of green bricks with its walls to support its pitched roofs of timber
rafters, purlins and clay tiles. The walls are plastered and painted. Lower
portion and upper portion of the internal walls are respectively with red and
white ceramic tiles. The lower portion of the front wall is also with the same
red ceramic tiles. The altar and the offering table at the end wall of the main
hall are also covered with red ceramic tiles. A soul tablet is in the middle of the
altar for worship. A large gold colour Chinese character “Z;” ( longevity) is on
the end wall flanked with a couplet. A ceramic statue of Kwun Yam (@Ef{) 1§
on the left of the tablet also for worship. The name of the hall is moulded on
the wall above the lintel of the recessed entrance. Wall paintings of landscape,
flowers, birds and the Eight Immortals (* {[]) are at the front wall of the
entrance and on the end wall of the altar.

It is an ancestral hall to witness the settlement of the Chans in Ping Yeung.
It has some built heritage value.

It was renovated in 2001. Its authenticity is diminished as many
unsympathetic modern building materials are used in the building.
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This ancestral hall has group value with the other two selected ancestral Group Value
halls and Nos. 138-139 of the Chans in the village.

The Chans had the ancestral worships and celebrations of festivals at the Social Value,
three ancestral halls at almost the same time. They had worship on the last day & Local Interest
of the lunar year and on the second day of the Chinese New Year with
offerings in the ancestral hall. Wedding, funeral and Dim Dang (%l!,@%) rituals
were held at the hall with Hakka banquets and tea-cakes (7 #4).



Historic Building Appraisal
No. 97 Pok Fu Lam Village
Hong Kong Island

Pok Fu Lam Village (#:#ffF71) is in the southwest of Hong Kong
Island. It probably has a history of more than 200 years, long before Hong
Kong became a British colony. It had 192 villagers in 1865, most of them
were engaged in subsistence farming. Many were employed by the Dairy
Farm in the cow milk farms and related product plantations in the area. The
farm was closed in the 1970s. The village is a squatter area mainly for
residential use.

It is believed that No. 97 has been a residential house since the 1910s.
The Remaining Portion of Pokfulam Lot No. 35, where the present No. 97
Pok Fu Lam Village stands, was first owned by a Chan Tsoi-shi in 1914 and
later owned by some others. It is held under Government Lease. The lease
term started from 1 January 1893 at the annual rent of $2.5.

The residential house is a one-storey Chinese vernacular building having
a one-hall-one-courtyard plan. It is constructed of granite blocks and
concrete with its walls to support its pitched roof. An open courtyard was in
front of the hall but it has been altered. A one-storey flat roof structure is at
the courtyard. The walls are rendered with courses of coarse granite blocks.
The two gable walls are with a frieze of geometric pattern plastered
moulding. The parapet at the courtyard is with interlocking coin and rhombus
pattern plastered mouldings. Window hoods are moulded and a cornice is at
the back wall of the building. The tiles roof has been cemented.

It is a residential building to remind the settlement of the village.
It has some built heritage value.

The exterior appearance of the building is basically maintained. Its
authenticity is kept.

A total of 833 residents were living in the village in 1911 and the present
squatter area has a population of a few thousands.

Situated on the hillside, Pok Fu Lam Village is surrounded by green
environment. Also, its location is so close to the villas such as Pokfulam
Gardens (#:FRAF{4[H") and Chi Fu Fa Yuen (’F‘F[’E”I{TL[??[). Besides that, a
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number of historic buildings are situated nearby including The Bethanie (ff!
“7d), No. 128 Pok Fu Lam Road and Alberose (recorded by AMO) which

form a historic cluster of buildings in this area.

Probably the most appropriate use for the building is residential which is Adaptive
what it was originally intended for. Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
Cheng Hon Pang Ancestral Hall
Kam Tsin Wai, Pat Heung, Yuen Long

Kam Tsin Wai (= #[&') village is in the south of Shek Kong Airfield (7 i
FSH4) in Pat Heung (/" 5) of Yuen Long. It was built for the settlement of the
Chengs (&) moved from six villages in the Shing Mun Valley (5[] #7) for the
construction of the Shing Mun Reservoir (%F‘FJ?J‘%) in 1928. A total of eight
villages were in the valley including Shing Mun Lo Wai (#5[1[[# &), Pak Shek
Wo (E'l%[fg{ﬁ), Pei Tau To (¥pE'H) and others. Most of the villagers were
Hakkas (% %). Most of the Chengs including 540 villagers from 84 families
moved to the new village Shing Mun San Tsuen (F5[f]#) in Kam Tin (éfj
['1) and some dispersed to Wo Hop Shek (ﬁlfﬁu), Pan Chung (3¥7p]) in Tai
Po and other areas. A small sum of the Chengs moved to Kam Tsin Wai in Pat
Heung. The Hakka Chengs moved from Dongguan (jl &) of Guangdong (?{[
N) province to Shing Mun Valley in the 19" year of the Kangxi (i, 1680)
reign of the Qing (&, 1644-1911) dynasty. The Chengs had moved from
Fujian (fg&!) province southwards and settled in Dongguan in the early Qing
dynasty. Other than the three rows of village houses built in the village, an
ancestral hall was built in the middle at the same time in 1929.

Cheng Hon Pang Ancestral Hall (E%Wgﬁﬂé;fﬁi) was named after Cheng
Hon-pang (§T%";1714-1749), one of the 19™ generation ancestors of the
Chengs who settled in the Valley. Due to financial difficulty, some of the
houses and the ancestral hall were mortgaged to the Catholic Church for $300
each with the help of Rev. D’Ayala, Valva PIME (5 F524 % <, 1900-1989) in
1935. Many of the Chengs became Catholics and the ancestral hall was
converted into a church called Our Lady of Sorrows Chapel (ZH=/-= 5, /[ 4i7")
served from S.S. Peter & Paul Church (Zf {f1 w20 & 3) in Shui Pin Tsuen
(}<¥#%7), Yuen Long. Since then, the hall was no longer used for ancestral
worship. The Chengs redeemed the ancestral hall from the Catholic Church in
the mid-1960s and the church at the hall was closed.

The ancestral hall was originally a one-hall-one-courtyard building. It was
converted into a two-hall one after it became a Catholic church. It is a Qing
vernacular building constructed of green bricks with its walls to support its
pitched roof of timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. The internal walls and the
front fagcade are plastered and the floors covered with ceramic tiles. A back
door is at the end wall of the building. The name of the ancestral hall in black
is moulded on red background above the lintel of the recessed entrance. A
cross is in the middle of the front ridge. A pair of red geometric mouldings is at
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the two ends of the front and rear ridges. Calligraphy and wall frieze paintings
of landscape and flowers are at the front facade and end wall under the eave for

¥l

decoration. Two tie beams are carved with “F1~"-" 5" (Hundreds of Sons and

= X

Thousands of Grandsons) and “~ i) Eﬁh,? 1" (Longevity and Wealth) at the hall.

It was an ancestral hall and a Catholic church to witness the settlements (in
Shing Mun Valley and the present site) and religious belief of the Chengs in
Kam Tsin Wai. It is a very rare sample.

It has some built heritage value.
The authenticity is kept.
It has group value with the village houses in the village both built in 1929.

The ancestral hall had a short time for ancestral worship in 1929-35. Dim
Dang (%ﬁﬁﬁ) ritual and celebrations of festivals, wedding and birthdays were
held at the hall. A Mass was offered every Sunday with Sunday School with
priests and nuns appointed by the Church. A Kam Chuen School (\%ﬁ};:“ ZA4%)
making use of a village house was established by Rev. D’Ayala in 1934. The
School was replaced by others and closed in 1988. After the ancestral hall
ceased to be a church, a temporary mass centre was set up near Kam Sheung
Road (,%ﬁ}_'—E%‘,). A St. Jude’s Church (f;}liﬁii_é},f?)ﬁ’m I-~) was established in Kat
Hing Wai (?,@k[ﬁﬂ) in Kam Tin in 1966 for the villagers. A Kam Tsin Wai
Kindergarten (& & & ZU*E[R) was housed in the ancestral hall in the
mid-1960s until 1971. The hall has been used as a meeting venue for the
villagers to deal with their affairs.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Wong Yun Wui Ancestral Hall
San Hing Tsuen, Ha Tsuen, Yuen Long

The Wong Yun Wui Ancestral Hall (*J’El[i%fi[ Zt i) in San Hing Tsuen (Fri
1) of Ha Tsuen ("gi#+f), Yuen Long, was built around 1900 by descendents of the
Wong (f[[) clan to commemorate their 13" generation ancestor Wong Yun-wui
(ﬁ[ﬂs”l[ié). Originated from Futian (f&['!) of Shenzhen (%), the Wongs settled
in Sha Kong Wai of Yuen Long. Due to increase of population they expanded to
Ngau Hom (%) and later to San Hing Tsuen. The hall is also called Wui Pun
Tong (f#7 ), being the main ancestral hall for all the Wongs in the three
villages.

The ancestral hall is a Qing (& ) vernacular building having a
two-hall-one-courtyard plan of three bays. On either side of the courtyard is a
side chamber. The two halls” middle bays and side halls are connected by tall and
wide archways. The main hall’s middle bay houses the finely carved wooden
altar with rows of soul tablets of the Wong ancestors. Two cocklofts are erected
at the side bays of the main hall. The building is constructed of green bricks
which walls and columns (turned into concrete ones) support the pitched roofs of
rafters, purlins and clay tiles. The main ridge of the entrance hall is decorated
with moulded geometric pattern to either end with square openings, dragon,
floral and plant patterns in the middle. Wall friezes and fascia boards are with
auspicious flowers-and-rocks, calligraphy and floral patterns.

It is an ancestral hall to show the past development of the villages.

The historic building has considerable built heritage value. Parts of the side
chambers have its roofs turned concrete and walls plastered. This would slightly
affect its authenticity.

The hall was used as a school before the Second World War. After the war, a
Tai Shing School (%ff Ry EHE), also called Yuen Wui School (VRifiS24%), was
established at the hall. It was renamed as Tai Shing Public School (%f’?%? B
%) until it ceased to operate in the 1960s. The hall has regular offerings made to

the ancestors’ soul tablets on the 1% and 15" day of each lunar month, at the
Chinese New Year and at Chinese festivals. Dim Dang (%ﬁfﬁ) ritual for new born

baby boys of previous year by lighting up lanterns is still held at the hall.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Lau Ancestral Hall
Wo Yi Hop, Tsuen Wan

The Lau Ancestral Hall (%*,i'J,'JZ%j‘:’rfrﬂ) of the old Wo Yi Hop village (F1dr Fﬁ[ﬁ) is at
the foot of the Tai Mo Shan (™[] 1)) in Tsuen Wan. It was built to commemorate the
founding ancestor of the Laus (%) in the village, Lau Man-yuk (éxz,”JFJJB). Originated
from Dabu (X]) county of Guangdong (?{,ﬁ\l) province, he first moved to Tsim Sha
Tsui and then settled down at Wo Yi Hop to avoid the threat of pirates in 1758. The
village was a Hakka (% %) one mainly occupied by the Laus and also by the Aus ([&).
It is believed the ancestral hall was built in the late 18" century.

Located close to a hill at its back, the ancestral hall is a Qing (J&) vernacular
building having a one-hall plan facing south. The small house is connected to village
houses on either side. It is probably constructed of green bricks and rammed earth with
its walls to support its roofs of timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. The walls are
plastered and painted. A big soul tablet for the Laus is in the middle of the altar at the
end wall with some other smaller soul tablets on its left and right. A big Chinese
character ‘#g’ (well-being) written on a red piece of paper is on the wall above the
altar. The name of the ancestral hall is moulded on the wall above the doorway of the
recessed entrance.

It is an ancestral hall to remind the settlement of the Laus in Wo Yi Hop of Tsuen
Wan.

It has little built heritage value.
The building was renovated in 1975. Its authenticity is kept.

The Laus were farmers employed themselves in the growing of rice and vegetables
and the rearing of pigs and poultry. Wo Yi Hop was close to the Shing Mun Redoubt of
the Gin Drinkers Line conquered by the Japanese in early December 1941. The
villagers fled and their livestock and property were looted by the soldiers. The ancestral
hall was not damaged. The hall has been for ancestral worship. Vegetarian dishes and
Hakka tea-cake (7 ) and rice crisps (*&3]) would be offered at the altar and for
enjoyment of the villagers. The Hakka villagers do not have Dim Dang (%ﬂrfﬁ) ritual
for their new born baby boys. Rather they would prepare a large pot of chicken wine
for distribution to the villagers. Wedding ceremony was held at the ancestral hall
executed by the village elders with a band of Chinese musicians. The practice however
has been discontinued.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Victoria Road Detention Centre, Hong Kong

The Victoria Road Detention Centre, which was known as Mount Davis
Concentration Camp (2§ ﬁﬁ;% F1%ET) by some of the inmates detained inside
there, was built in the early 1950s as a mess for the British Army Royal
Engineers. Drainage manhole covers bearing the initials WD for War
Department and an ornamental wrought iron insignia of RE for Royal
Engineers are relics of the British Army occupation. The site takes in one of the
old disused gun batteries formerly part of the Jubilee Battery built in 1936-1939
as part of the re-organisation of Hong Kong’s defences.

The buildings were renovated in the late 1950s, at the height of tensions
across the Taiwan Straits, to hold Taiwanese spies caught in the territory.
During the 1967 upheavals, the Centre was used by the Special Branch of the
Royal Hong Kong Police Force (how Hong Kong Police Force) to hold political
prisoners. Among those held include the famous actor Fu Qi (@ﬁ ), the actress
She Wei (7 %%), Choi Wei-hung (£:3F /) who was secretary of the Chinese
Reform Association (' * ;9?12}&??), and labour unionists such as Leung
Kwok-ching (3% B/*) of the Kowloon Dockyard Union (] uf@ﬁﬁ, 5 Fﬁ) and
Leung Shu (34#) of the Taikoo Dockyard Union (f\ﬁ[lﬂﬁfﬁj Fﬁ).

It is rumoured that the last known residents were political refugees fleeing
the Chinese mainland after the 1989 Tiananmen Incident. Later on, the Centre
was used for police training purposes and as a safe haven in witness protection
programmes. The Special Branch of the Royal Hong Kong Police Force was
disbanded in 1995, prior to the transfer of sovereignty of Hong Kong from
Britain to China. After the 1997 handover, it no longer serves as a detention
centre and is occasionally rented out for use as a film set.

The compound is surrounded by chain link and barbed wire security
fencing and screened from the road by a high concrete wall. The buildings are
situated on platforms cut into the hillside connected by concrete paths and
flights of steps. The main buildings, which are mostly two storeys high, consist
of a mess, a detention blocks, an interrogation block, an accommodation block
or barracks, a kitchen (the converted disused gun battery) and a guardhouse. A
separate block on the other side of the road is a two storey building built as
senior officers’ quarters.

The architectural style of the buildings is International Modern, the main
features of which are cubic shapes, flat roofs, white walls, open verandahs,
metal windows, continuous horizontal projections (typhoon canopies) and
tubular steel railways. Windows are heavily barred or screened with lattice
pattern concrete screens.
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Internally, the rooms are plain and devoid of architectural detail. Security
doors and grills can still be seen in the prisoners’ blocks. The former mess in
minimalist in style, with a straight flight wooden staircases featuring
ornamental balastrading, and simple wooden paneled doors to rooms. On the
first floor there is a large room with an ornamental stone fireplace at one end, a
wood block floor, and tall windows with low cills to enable occupants to
appreciate the sea view. The officers’ quarter are very basic and simple, the only
features of note being two fireplaces with tiled surrounds.

Frankly, the buildings have little aesthetic appeal or architectural merit
being utilitarian and functional according to the dictates of modernism.

This kind of architecture is widespread and the buildings cannot therefore
be said to be rare. They have group value, of course, being interrelated in their
various functions, and being of the same style. Although there have been
several renovations over the years, as far as can be seen alterations have been
kept to a minimum and the buildings would appear to be largely “as built”.

Although the Centre has a notorious past, heritage conservationists and
even former prisoners consider that the place should be preserved as it is part of
Hong Kong’s history.

The Centre, which is part of the Jubilee Battery, is in opposite to the
Pinewood Battery at a distance on the Peak. It has group value with Felix Villas
(?5%{]%%?) at No. 61 Mount Davis Road.

The site is currently unoccupied. It must have valuable redevelopment
potential. If the building is to be saved an appropriate adaptive re-use needs to
be found which will bring benefit to the local community.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Entrance Gate
Sha Lo Wan Tsuen, Sha Lo Wan, Lantau Island

The entrance gate probably has an age of around 200 years. Sha Lo Wan
Tsuen (VbfEEFET) on the northern coast of Tung Chung (Fuip]), Lantau
Island, was erected probably in the 18" century as a Ba Kong Temple (313
?[Efq) for the worship of Hung Shing (1 ZF) deity was built by the villagers
in the 39" year of Qianlong (fizli%, 1774) reign of the Qing (J&) dynasty at
the northwest of the village close to the seashore. The villagers were engaged
in fishing and farming. Its population was small reaching up to a few
hundreds before the Second World War. The Kungs (¥ were the first
settlers of the village. It was later settled by the Mans (<), the Lees (%) and
the Chans ([1).

As the village is close to the sea, it was often attacked by pirates and
bandits. The village was occupied by a group of pirates in the late 1930s for
one year. A linear wall was built at the mouth of the village to protect the
village which was constructed in the form of four parallel rows of houses.
The wall lost its protective function towards the 20™ century and was
demolished leaving the entrance gate only for the in and out function. During
the Japanese Occupation (1941-45) the pirates in the area was cleared by the
Chinese guerrillas.

Wolfram was discovered in Sha Lo Wan that the ore was quarried in the
area in the 1950s. The population increased up to 2,000. It reached to 4,000
in 1971. The population dropped since the 1970s leaving mainly the elderly
in the village.

The entrance gate is in the northern mouth of the village. The wall
together with the entrance gate served as a defensive means to protect the
village houses in its south. The entrance gate is a Qing vernacular structure
with a rectangular opening. It is a flat-roof structure and its height is the
same as the walls on either side about three metres tall. It is constructed of
granite blocks and slabs. The gateframe is of long granite slabs and the wall
structure on either side is in horizontal bonding. The gate is recessed on the
front and rear elevations. Holes are on the floor of the gate for installation of
timber poles. The floor is with cement screeding. An open ground is behind
the entrance gate.

It is an entrance gate of the village to witness its past history and
settlement.
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It has some built heritage value.

Though without maintenance, the authenticity of the entrance gate is
kept.

The villagers celebrate the Hung Shing Festival (7# ZH5) on a day in the
7" lunar month by throwing the oracles (#=F£%) on the 15™ of the first lunar
month. A small statue of the deity would be put on a sedan chair together
with a parade touring round the village giving blessing to the villagers.
Cantonese opera performances are also held in the village during the
celebration period.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Man Fat Nunnery
No. 99 Ngau Chi Wan Village, Kowloon

Man Fat Nunnery (]‘E’JJ 734ir) is one of the earliest surviving Taoist nunneries in  Historical

Ngau Chi Wan (- 7'####). It was constructed in 1912-1913. Together with other
Taoists, a female Taoist priest named Lai Yu-ching (fJFJE JHifi=) bought land in
the village to build the nunnery with a vegetable garden for their own use. Madam
Lai came from Xijiao in Guangdong province ('??[F,]J #1771#%) and had worked as a
domestic servant in Hong Kong.

Man Fat Nunnery is a nunnery of Xin Tian Dao (“-=-ifi, one of the branches
of Taoism). The nunnery is dedicated to deities including Kwun Yum (@ﬂjﬁ), Jade
Emperor (= gl*ﬁ’), Chai Tin Tai Shing (Monkey King, 7%="~ZH), Sanskrit
(Sakyamuni, @), Lu Zu (F,WE’) and Kwan Tai (Fér%ﬂ) There was a vegetable
garden within the area of the nunnery. It was used by the nuns for growing
vegetables and other produce for their own consumption; however, it is abandoned
nowadays.

Man Fat Nunnery had a number of social services for the deceased. For
example, it once held mass with other Taoist organizations for the victims of the
Happy Valley racecourse fire disaster (FLf4™ ') which resulted in the death of
some 600 people. Tung Wah Hospital (N Z [#[%) then offered a tablet of
appreciation to the nunnery for their kindness in this accident. This tablet, in fact, is
still kept in the nunnery. Inscribed with four big Chinese characters ?@Tﬁp&[ﬁl
(Sincerity and Hades), the tablet is placed above the entrance.

Man Fat Nunnery also took part in another similar function in 1920 when it
joined a ceremony for Fangbian Hospital to the west of Guangzhou (’?’q gl
F[5%). The Hospital then offered a wooden tablet to the nunnery in appreciation of
its participation. This tablet was originally hung in the centre of the main hall.
However, as there was a shortage of wood after the Japanese rule (1942-1945), this
tablet was used as a pair of doors of the nunnery after the Chinese inscriptions were
scrapped by the carpenter.

During the Japanese Occupation (1941-45) the nuns were driven away by the
Japanese, and they found a temporary shelter in a tenement house at No. 1075
Canton Road, Mong Kok. In around 1957, a group of philanthropists raised funds
to establish a Xin Tian Dao Elderly Home (“-=ii< #[k) in Kowloon to
accommodate some members of Man Fat Nunnery. A group photo of the executive
officers CE/fi=E1) of the elderly home, taken in the presence of Governor Sir David
Trench (%f{?ﬁ&%j ), is still hung on the wall of the nunnery.

Interest
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The nunnery is a Chinese style building having two storeys of three bays. A
pitched roof stone entrance gate house is at the boundary wall of the compound
with the name of the nunnery above its gate. The nunnery building is probably
constructed of bricks, stone and cement with its walls to support its pitched roofs of
timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. The walls have been plastered and painted
white. The three-bay front facade is recessed with the entrance in the middle bay. A
balcony is on the upper floor of each of the flanking bays with green ceramic
vase-shaped balustrades. The name of the nunnery is engraved in the lintel above
the doorframe flanked by a pair of couplets. Above the doorway are three windows,
the middle one being in circular shape.

The door of the southern bay is made of timber, the right door leaf is inscribed
with “ ;’JJEF F[3f1” (moral order exists for ten thousand years) and the left door leaf
is inscribed with “{#13E = 358" (the power of Buddha is limitless). They were
originally a pair of wooden tablets placed on both sides of the door, but re-used as
door leaves shortly after the Japanese rule.

It is a nunnery of Taoism in Hong Kong.
The nunnery has some built heritage value.

The building was renovated in 1946 and 1956. It is not in good condition due
to lack of upkeep. Its authenticity is barely kept.

Man Fat Nunnery is one of the early-established Taoist monasteries in Hong
Kong and the oldest surviving Taoist institution in Ngau Chi Wan Village. It was
actively involved in social events such as the mass for the racecourse fire and the
ceremony in Guangzhou.

Apart from Man Fat Nunnery, there are others religious building in Ngau Chi
Wan, such as Wing Lok Tung (7?%‘%3@), Kam Ha Monastery (= i‘gﬁ%ﬁ) Bok Gok
Monastery (%%r‘%i*%ﬁ) and Jing Shi (?j‘%‘gu'). Nowadays, all of the other religious
buildings are gone, leaving Man Fat Nunnery as the only remaining nunnery in the
area.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Wai Ancestral Hall
No. 5 Sheung Keng Hau, Sha Tin

Sheung Keng Hau (=] 1) has a history of over 300 years. It is a village of
single surname, Wai (£!). Based on a legend passed down from generation to
generation of the Wai clan, the Wais are the descendants of a famous Chinese
general in the Western Han Dynasty (f"17% » 206 BC- 8 AD), Mr Han Xin (i
[’%). Unfortunately, Han Xin was later executed on a conviction of treason. After
his death, the Prime Minister ordered an adviser to take Han Xin’s son and seek
refuge in the South. The male descendants of Han Xin changed their surname to
Wai, which was the right half of the character of their original surname; on the
other hand, the female descendants changed their family name to Cheung (ﬁ'l),
which was similar to the left side of the character Han.

The genealogy of the Wai clan in Hong Kong recorded the founding
ancestor of Tai Wai as their first generation. With reference to the genealogy, the
founding ancestor was called Wai Kin-yuen (E!#7+) and he had four sons,
namely, Wai Kin-hing (& §z%), Wai Hin-hing (& #7%4), Wai Chong-hing (&
Ai%) and Wai Tak-hing (! f#’3L) in order of age. The eldest son moved to Sha
Kok Mei (37 #|=") in Sai Kung; the second son settled in Tin Sam (f'I-=); the
third son stayed in Tai Wai; and the youngest son founded the village of Sheung
Keng Hau (&[] 1). The Wai clanspeople in Sheung Keng Hau were farmers
engaged in crops growing and pig rearing. The present Wai Ancestral Hall (&' ‘%
%;?Fﬁ‘j) was rebuilt in 1930.

Located in the back row of village houses of the village, the ancestral hall is
facing north-west together with other houses and backed by the Lion Rock (4fj="
[']). Itis a Qing (7&) vernacular building having a one-hall-one-courtyard plan.
The open courtyard is in front of the main hall. The building is probably
constructed of green bricks with its walls to support its pitched roofs of timber
rafters, purlins and clay tiles. A soul tablet is in the middle of the altar at the end
wall of the main hall. The walls are plastered and the lower courses of the walls
are covered with granite tiles. The front ridge is decorated with a set of red
ruilong (%) mouldings at its two ends. The doorframe is with yellow glazed
ceramic tiles. The name of the hall is moulded above the lintel of the recessed
entrance.

It is an ancestral hall of the Wais to remind their settlement in Sheung Keng
Hau village.

1153

Historical
Interest

Architectural
Merit

Rarity



It has some built heritage value.

The building has undergone large-scale renovation in the 1970s with many
new building materials used on the old hall. This would very much diminish the
authenticity of the building.

Dim Dang (%ﬁfﬁ) ritual is still held at the ancestral hall for new born baby
boys of previous year at the Chinese New Year. The ancestral hall is managed by
a branch institution of the Wai clan called Wai Chui Fook Tong (& #f& ). In
recent decades, another institution named Wai Kin Fook Tong (! f& i) has
been established to administer the properties and activities of different branches
of the Wais (e.g. ancestral worship and grave sweeping) in Tai Wai, Tin Sam and
Sheung Keng Hau.

Wai Ancestral Hall is surrounded by residential units with the hill at the
rear. In the past, the village houses were one storey buildings which were
gradually replaced by multi-storey buildings. Modern residential units of Spanish
style were built in the village. At the two ends of the original village boundary,
there are two Earth Gods guarding the whole village. Although the houses are
replaced by multi-storey units, the row house configuration is still kept with the
entrance gate located between No. 13 and 14 Sheung Keng Hau.

The question of adaptive re-use does not arise at present.

Built Heritage
Value
Authenticity

Social Value,
& Local
Interest

Group Value

Adaptive
Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
Fan Ancestral Hall
Ho Pui Tsuen, Pat Heung, Yuen Long

Same as Ma On Kong (F#¥f#k{) village, Ho Pui Tsuen (iﬁﬂ‘ﬁ) is in the
southern end of Pat Heung (/" 3¥), Yuen Long, and it is a multi-lineage village
also inhabited by the Wus (F“[EJ), the Fans (%) and the Kans (f#). With the
increase of population in Ma On Kong, the villagers of the three clans moved
southwards to establish the village. They can be considered as brother villages.
An organization called Nam Ching Tong (F -4') was formed by the three
clans to deal with their mutual benefits. Both the Fans and the Wus had been in
Tai Lam Chung (“-#f1p]) before they moved to Ma On Kong engaged in
fishing. They moved to the latter village in order to improve their life by
cultivation. Two brothers of the Fans, Hing-fong (E%%,) and Hing-suen (E&7%Y),
settled in the village in the Qianlong (§iz[#, 1736-1795) reign of the Qing (&)
dynasty. The Fan Ancestral Hall (?‘ﬂj;&%‘c‘fﬁj) is a family ancestral hall. It was
probably a mud hut built in the 19™ century. The present one was built in the
mid-1950s to replace the old one. The villagers, both the Fans and those of
other surnames, participated in the reconstruction. They collected stones from
a hill nearby. The informant, a Ms. Wu, carried sand to the site.

The ancestral hall is in the forefront of the village facing an open ground. It
is a Qing vernacular building having a two-hall-one-courtyard plan. The open
courtyard is in-between the entrance and main halls. The internal walls and the
front fagcade are plastered and painted. The floors are cement-screeded. It is
constructed of granite blocks with its walls to support its pitched roofs of
timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. The granite blocks were quarried from a
nearby hill. The altar is in the middle of the end wall housing a soul tablet of
the Fan ancestors for worship. A Kwun Yam (@Ejﬁ) image is on the left of the
tablet also for worship. The name of the hall is moulded on a piece of stone on
the wall above the lintel of the recessed entrance. The front ridges are with
curling ends.

It is an ancestral hall of the Fans to witness their settlement in Ho Pui
village.

It has little built heritage value.

Its authenticity is kept.
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It has group value with the On Ding Sai Kui (4 3] FF'I) ancestral hall and  Group Value
some old village houses in the village.

The Fans in the village were branched out from Ma On Kong village in its Social Value,
north. They would worship their ancestors at the Fan Ancestral Hall (¥ % & Local Interest
fﬁj) in Ma On Kong at festivals including the Chinese New Year, Ching Ming
(i5["/af)) and Chung Yeung Festivals (Eilf4]). They would as well make
worship to their own ancestors in their family hall. Wedding rituals are still
held at the hall. At funerals, nammo ([#[%) priests will be hired to lead the soul
of the deceased who passed away at the age of 60 or above to the soul tablet, a
practice known as sheung shan toi (_ﬁ@ﬁ‘[).

The Fan Ancestral Hall was a place for clan meetings until the 1950s, after
which the meeting place was switched to Yuk Ying School (?ﬁ’r Z4%) and Ho
Pui Tsuen Rural Office building (I H’F‘T'?Eg? Fir) established in 1951 and 1996
respectively.





