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Introduction

Situated at the mouth of the Pearl River estuary which was the
main sea passage to China, Lantau Island enjoyed great strategic
importance during the Qing dynasty (1644—-1911). In the late
18th century, Tai O and Tung Chung were considered to be the
only safe anchorages on the island, but Tung Chung was
unfortified, the military post at Tai O was manned by only 30
soldiers and the nearest fort at Fan Lau was a considerable
distance away. The Qing government therefore decided to build
batteries at Tung Chung Hou (today's Tung Chung) to reinforce
the coastal defences. According to the Chinese provincial records
of the time, the Viceroys of Guangdong and Guangxi provinees,
Jiang Youxian and Ruan Yuan, proposed building eight
guardhouses at Tung Chung Hou and two batteries at the foot of
Rocky Lion Hill.
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Map from Guangdong Annals showing fortifications on Lantau Islend during the Ging dynasty
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Loeations of Tung Chung Hou and
the Right Camp of the Dapeng
Battalion as shown on the map

of Xin'an Gozetteer
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Records from Guangdong
Annals describing the hatteries
buitt at Tung Chung Hou
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Tung Chung Bay in 1989

WA IEM (JER)
Main gate (north wall) of Tung Chung Fort

MG

HmIRG SR L RN o AR TR
TEICA B 1) A (W A 5 -

M BT RTAY 70K x 80K « SR DLIEE ML S T
R - 63~ MRIEmAR=EEN o M EHFEHE —
WM TEES, - WM TEREE - TEM (BPAEM) TR, - IE
Pl THURE ) A - A CORET o X RARENML - |1
PR 8 (18324F) B TR M <7 s (T BE AR W17/
{RAR T T L - ST S R R -

JEAE EEH AT M - S ERRIE S - (HE WL
HorpyMmam s SHEMTR 18051809 K
18434 3% - BEERH WIS + 1918 5 A B9 49 B B 17 Bl
o A T A B s P e R 4 ] (SR
H E5 ) B B i R - T B O T T R AR TR

A

TEMH "HR
The inseription "Gong Chen” on the main gate
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B Tung Chung Bay viewed from the top of
the north wall in 1989
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Cannon on the nocth wall

Tung Chung Fort
LY | il ]
u‘. M“ELE“, Elﬂ%ﬂ'ﬂn’_
I -!'ﬂﬂ Raseettl Coust r—L ........... y

" -3
I
| L T |

L[ == i i i

Wi N e s
Pl %}”_,_ 5\_ —f %' ]
Hoocglanef | [ | . e i

Tong Chung 3

Fort

Tung Chung Fort stands next to Sheung Ling Pei Village in Tung
Chung. It was known as Tung Chung Suocheng (Tung Chung
Battalion City) during the Qing dynasty and served as the navy
headquarters of the Right Battalion of Dapeng.

Tung Chung Fort covers an area of around 70m x 80 m. Its walls
are constructed with large, well-dressed granite blocks. The east,
west and north (main) walls all feature an arched gateway, each
with a granite slab engraved with an inscription reading “Jie
Xiu", "Lian Geng” and *“Gong Chen” respectively. Small
inseriptions can also be found on the slab of the main gateway,
and although they are badly weathered, two lines can still be
made out suggesting that the fort was completed in the 12th year
of the Daoguang reign (1832) under the supervision of Captain
He Junlong,

Six cannon are installed on the north wall of Tung Chung Fort. Of
the inscriptions on these cannon, only four are legible, and they
state that the cannon were cast in 1805, 1809 and 1843. According
to the scholar’s research, the sale of several cannon was recorded
in the Administrative Report of the Southern District Office of
1918, which also mentions that six were selected to be installed
on the walls of the old Yamen (i.e. Tung Chung Fort). It has thus
been deduced that the six cannon on the north wall are not the
ones that originally formed part of the fort's defences.

Tung Chung Fort was evacuated in 1898 when the New
Territories were leased to the British. The government first
converted it into a police station, and in 1938 it became the home
of Wah Ying College. It was occupied by the Japanese during
World War II. In 1946, the fort was used to house Tung Chung
Public Primary School and the office of the Tung Chung Rural
Committee. The school was closed in 2003.

Tung Chung Fort was declared a monument on 24 August 1979. A
full restoration was conducted in 1988 to recapture the historical
environment, restore and strengthen the walls and set up an
information centre. The works were completed in March 1989,
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Tung Chung Fort is
a popular place for
wisitors
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Opening hours of Information Centre of

Tung Chung Fort:

Mondiy & Wednesday to Sunday: 10:00am - 5:00 pm
Closed on Tuesday (except Public Holidays),
Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's Day and
the first 3 days of the Chinese New Year
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Tung Chung Battery

In 1980, the ruins of a fort were discovered on a small hill near the
Tung Chung Ferry Pier, They include two L-shaped walls facing
the sea with a platform at the corner that probably served as a
gun emplacement. Since the ruins are located at the site of the
two Rocky Lion Hill Batteries that are mentioned in the Chinese
provineial records at the time, it is believed that they formed part
of one of these batteries, The fortifications were declared a
monument on 11 November 1983 and are now known as Tung
Chung Battery.
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Fu Tei Wan Lime Kiln

This lime kiln was first discovered on the coast at Fu Tei Wan on
the island of Chek Lap Kok in the early 1960s. The Hong Kong
Archaeological Society later conducted a brief excavation there in
1982, Carbon-14 dating carried out on a layer of sooty material
extracted from the floor of the kiln indicated that it came from
around 610 - 880, proving that the kiln was built during the Tang
dynasty (610-907) . Compared with other lime kilns found in the
territory, the Fu Tei Wan kiln was relatively complete. Before
construction of the new airport at Chek Lap Kok was
commenced, the Antiquities and Monuments Office enlisted the
help of the Gurkha
Engineers to relocate
the kiln to the vicinity
of the Tung Chung
Battery in 1991 so
that it could be
conserved for public
display.
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The Gurikha Engineers assisted to relocate the lime Jdin in 1991
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Hau Wong Temple
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One of the

Hau Wong Temple, located in Sha Tsui Tau of Tung Chung, is
dedicated to Yeung Hau Wong (Emperor Yeung Hau). Exactly
who this deity was remains a matter of some debate. A bronze bell
in the temple is cast with the date “30th year of the Qianlong
reign”(1765), which suggests that the temple might have been
built in that year. The temple has undergone several renovations,
some of which have been recorded on stone tablets. The temple
still retains many of its original features, while the ceramic
decorations on the main ridge were produced in the well-known
Shiwan kiln during the Xuantong reign (1909-1911).
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The bell in Hau Wong Temple
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Tin Hau Temple

Tin Hau Temple in Wong Lung Hang of Tung Chung is the only
temple built with granite slabs that still stands in Hong Kong, The
six stone pillars in the front yard are believed to be the remnants
of a part of the temple that collapsed. The temple was first built in
the 3rd year of the Daoguang reign (1822) and was originally
situated in Miu Wan near Chek Lap Kok. The construction of the
Hong Kong International Airport at Chek Lap Kok, however,
meant that the temple had to be relocated in 1990. The granite
slabs were recorded and then dismantled piece by piece so that
the temple could later be reconstructed in its original state in
Wong Lung Hang.
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i Walking is required as the following bus routes do not reach the relics directly.

BREESTA NS ¢ M, 11, 23, 34
To Tung Chung Fort: 3M, 11, 23, 34
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i New Lantao Bus 3M  Tung Chung Town Centre —  MuiWo
1 11 Tung Chung Town Centre —  TaiQ
23 Tung Chung Town Centre Ngong Ping
34  Tung Chung Town Centre Shek Mun Eap
37 YatTung Estate —  Tung Chung North
(Caribbean Coast) i
3% ¥atTung Estate —  Tung Chung Raillway Station

PHERE RIS - RAEERE - REH - 3M, 34,37, 38
To Tung Chung Battery, Fu Tei Win Lime Kiln, Han Wong Temple: 3M, 34, 37, 38
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To Tin Hau Temple: 34
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The above transpart informatian is fm
of the transpart companies or the Tra

r rederence anly, and is subject o change in accordnmee with the announcement
Department.

Antiquities and Monuments Office
136 Mathan Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon
Tel: 2208 4400

Fax: 2721 6216

Website: httpowww.smo.gov. bk
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