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Collecting samples or invetigaing the plant remains
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Flostation demonstration
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Investigating the plant remains

Floatation, pollen and phytolith analyses were employed to
investigate the botanic remains preserved in the soil and

archacological deposits. Reconstructing the past vegetation

facilitates our understanding of the ancient climate, natural
environment and subsistence strategies of the inhabitants at Sha
Ha. Carbonized plant remains were collected through floatation.
Upon closer examination, rescarchers identified several completely
carbonized grains as cultivated rice. The results of pollen and
phytolith studies suggest that the climate at Sha Ha site was warm
and humid in the prehistoric and historic periods. The northern
part of the Sha Ha site also yielded phytoliths of possibly cultivated
gourds and rice, suggesting that the early inhabitants might have
engaged in plant cultivation.
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Phytolth of rce the fan-shapa one in the cental) and sponge.
(the long "needle” in the Iot) found in the prehstoric cultral
layer
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Phytolith of the ourd family found in the
preistorc cuturl layer



