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Baby seat with a history of around 170 years
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Farming in the olden days
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Phoenix coronet worn by a bride, ¢.1950s
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Bridal sedan chair used in traditional marriage ")

Culture and Customs

Nowadays, the Ping Shan Tang Clan still retains certain
traditional customs, such as various ceremonies during
festivals, and the village elders have safeguarded a large
number of cultural relics related to the traditional lives,
marriages, festivals and education of villagers. These relics
allow us to gain a greater understanding of the culture and

customs of clans living in the New Territories.
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Embroidered silk birthday hanging dated [1th year of the Tongzhi
reign of the Qing dynasty (1872)
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Group photo of founders of Tat Tak School in 1931
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(Hang Mei Tsuen Station, Ping Shan Station)
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Ping Shan|Tang Clan Gallery
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Ping Shan|Tang Clan Gallery
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Venue:

Hang Tau Tsuen, Ping Shan, Yuen Long,
New Territories

Opening Hours:

10:00am to 5:00pm daily

(except Mondays)

Closed on Mondays (except Public Holidays)
and the first two days of the Lunar New Year

P i) #53#% Enquiries : 2617 1959
44 H Website : http://www.amo.gov.hk

R st i o 7 R st AR AR A0 B B S M

Historical photos are provided by courtesy of Hong Kong Public Records Office and Mr. William Tang

BUMEHEP D cum Heritage Trail Visitors Centre
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Ping Shan in the Yuen Long
district is one of Hong Kong’s most
historically significant regions. The
Tang Clan, one of the major clans in
the New Territories, settled in Ping
Shan as early as the 12th century.
The Ping Shan Heritage Trail links 4f#&
various historic buildings which

are located along a convenient
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walking route. It was established

in 1993 by the Antiquities and
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Floor plan of the Centre

Monuments Office (AMO)

with the full support of the Ping Shan Tang Clan. In 2007,
the AMO and the Ping Shan Tang Clan collaborated again
for the opening of the Ping Shan Tang Clan Gallery cum

Heritage Trail Visitors Centre (the Centre). Converted from
the Old Ping Shan Police Station built in 1899, the Centre

introduces local folk culture and heritage along the Trail.

The Centre comprises three galleries

(1) The Ping Shan Tang Clan Gallery displays various relics
belonging to the members of the Tang Clan who personally

relate their history, customs and cultural life;

(2) The Gallery of Ping Shan Heritage Trail introduces
monuments and buildings along the Ping Shan
Heritage Trail;

(3) The Community Heritage Gallery presents periodically
special thematic exhibitions on the history and culture of
the New Territories organised by schools and community

organizations.
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The Centre is converted from the Old Ping Shan Police Station built in 1899, and
the main building is a two-storey structure with an embracing arched verandah
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The layout of Ping Shan and villages illustrated in the Tang Genealogy

The Origin of the Tang Clan

Tang Clan has a long and illustrious history. Some of the
descendents of the Tang Clan migrated to the lower reaches of the
Yangtze river in Jiangxi Province. Tang Hon-fu, the 86th generation
ancestor moved from Jiangxi Province to Guangdong Province in
the early Northern Song dynasty (AD 960-1127). He was regarded
as the first generation ancestor of the lineage in Guangdong of the
Tang Clan. According to members of Ping Shan Tang Clan, during
the middle period of the Northern Song dynasty, Tang Fu-hip, the
great grandson of Tang Hon-fu, expanded his ancestors’ home in
Shum Tin (present-day Kam Tin).

The 7™ generation ancestor Tang Yuen-ching and his only
son Tang Chung-kwong, alias Man-lei, moved from Kam Tin to
Ping Shan in the 12} century. Tang Yuen-ching was regarded as

the first generation ancestor of the Ping Shan lineage.
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Tang Ancestral Hall Kun Ting Study Hall
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Ping Shan in the early 20" Century with historic buildings like Tang Ancestral Hall
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Migration to Ping Shan

According to villagers, Tang Yuen-ching and his
son decided to settle at Ping Shan after seeing its fertile
farmland surrounded by sheltering mountains and abundant
water. They realized that it was a location with excellent
fung shui. After settling in Ping Shan, the Tang Clan
established “Three Wais (walled villages) and Six Tsuens
(villages)” - Sheung Cheung Wai, Kiu Tau Wai, Fui Sha Wai,
Hang Tau Tsuen, Hang Mei Tsuen, Tong Fong Tsuen, San
Tsuen, San Hei Tsuen and Hung Uk Tsuen. They later also
successively built numerous traditional Chinese buildings
such as ancestral halls, temples, study halls and pagodas for

ancestral worship and education.



