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Tung Lung Fort
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Tung Lung Chau situates at the southern tip of the Clear
Water Bay Peninsula. Its solitary location gives this island a
special serenity. A historic fort, originally known as Fat Tong
Mun Fort, was located in the strategic point at the northern
corner of the island, overlooking the narrow Fat Tong Mun
passage through which trading junks sailed into the sheltered
waters of Hong Kong on their way to Guangzhou.
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Location map of Tung Lung Chau
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Aerial view of Tung Lung Fort with the Fat Tong Mun passage in the front
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History

F

According to the Xin'an
Gagzetter, the Fort was built
during the Kangxi period of
the Qing dynasty (1662-1722)
to defend against the pirates.
Another source suggested
that the Fort was built by the
order of Yang Lin, the Viceroy
of Guangdong and Guangxi
during the period from 1719
to 1724. The Fort consisted
of 15 guardhouses and was
armed with 8 cannons. As
recorded in the Guangdong
Annuals (Daoguang version),
the Fort was located on a remote island with no wllages or
residents. Since it was difficult to replenish military supplies
and to provide support to it, the Qing Government decided
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to evacuate the Fort in the 15th year of the Jiaging period

(1810). The garrison and the armaments were relocated to
Kowloon, where a new fort would be built. Fat Tong Mun
Fort henceforth fell into ruins.
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FEERAE (1662-1722) 3
- As stated in the Xin'an
- Gazetteer, Tung Lung Fort
- was built during Kangxi
period of Qing dynasty
(1662-1722)
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Repairing the platform of east wall

Restoration and Preservation

Being deserted for years, the overgrown ruins of the Fort
were vaguely visible. In 1979, the Antiquities and Monuments
Office recorded the ruins and decided to restore it so that it
could be displayed as a sturdy and safe historical site. Later,
with the recommendation of the Antiquities Advisory Board,
the Fort was declared
a monument on 25
July 1980.

The walls were
revealed when the
vegetation was
cleared. They were
badly damaged,
with more than 10
collapsed sections.
As seen from the
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Restoring the collapsed wall

ruins, the Fort was
rectangular in shape,
measuring externally 22.5x33.5m, with one entrance on the
north wall. Two platforms for installation of cannons were
built against the east and south walls respectively. The average
external height of the walls was about 3m.

Since the original appearance of the Fort could not be
determined, the principle adopted for the restoration work
was to repair, consolidate and partially restore the Fort to
avoid conjecture and speculation. The restoration work
began in 1979, and was carried out in phases. Each phase
lasted from a few weeks to months. The works were mainly
conducted by volunteers and a few paid workers from local
villages. With the valuable assistance rendered by many
individuals, institutions and government departments, the
project was successfully concluded in April 1982.
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The Fort before and after Restoration
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Enthusiastic and
dedicated volunteers
at excavation work,

1984
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Surveying work conducted by archaeologists, 1997




Archaeological Excavation
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Plan of the interior of the Fort after excavation
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Excavated finds including
pottery vessels, ink stones and
cannon balls

While the final phase of restoration work was carried out in
the autumn of 1981, the Antiquities and Monuments Office
with the assistance of volunteers conducted an archaeological
excavation in the Fort. Almost three quarters of the Fort’s
interior was cleared in 1984. The final phase of excavation
was completed in 1997 and several areas outside the walls
were also investigated.

Abundant artefacts such as ceramic vessels, metal implements,
fauna remains and shells were recovered. The quantity of
military equipment was however scarce. The result of the
excavation illustrated the architectural features within the
Fort such as rooms, corridors, stairs and courtyard.
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Rock Carving on Tung Lung Chau
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The design of the Tung Lung rock carving is believed to represent
a dragon
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An ancient rock carving has been preserved on the
northern coast of Tung Lung Island. It was recorded in the
Jiaqing edition of Xin'an Gazetteer during the Qing dynasty
(1644-1911):“A dragon impression on rock was found at
Fat Tong Mun; the form of a dragon was carved on the
rock's vertical surface”. Judging from its state of weathering,
it existed there for a
long time. It is believed
that this ancient rock
carving existed long
before the compilation
of the Xin’an Gazetteer.

This carving, measuring
180cm x 240cm, is
ranked as the largest
rock carving known
in Hong Kong. The
design, which probably
symbolizes a dragon,
consists of complicated
and tortuous lines. It composes of two sets of curved motifs,
which are more complicated when compared with other rock
carvings in Hong Kong.
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The rock carving is situated on a boulder
facing the sea

Eight rock carvings are declared as monuments in Hong
Kong. They form a fairly homogeneous group, having
patterns basically composed of geometric patterns and lines,
and abstract patterns with hints of human or animal images. It
is difficult to establish when, how and by whom the carvings
were made. However, these rock carvings must be very old
because they are not figured in the myths and legends of
the present-day inhabitants of Hong Kong. Also, the patterns
resemble strikingly those on the Bronze Age stamped pottery
and bronze vessels unearthed in the territory. As a working
hypothesis, it is perhaps reasonable to date the carvings to
Hong Kong's Bronze Age, about 3,000 years ago.
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Transport to Tung Lung Chau: privately-owned ferry from Sai Wan Ho,
Hong Kong Island, or from Sam Ka Tsuen, Lei Yue Mun, Kowloon.
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Opening hours of Tung Lung Fort
Information Centre:

9am-4pm daily

Closed on Tuesdays, Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's Day
and the first 3 days of the Lunar New Year.
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#4k : hetp://www.amo.gov.hk
Antiquities and Monuments Office

136 Nathan Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon
Tel: 2208 4400

Fax: 2721 6216

Website: http://www.amo.gov.hk
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Fort and Rock Carving on
Tung Lung Chau




