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The opening of the Kowloon-Canton Railway (KCR) played an important role in
the development both of the public transport in Hong Kong and the territory’s
links with mainland China. Construction of the British section (now called the
MTR East Rail Line) began in 1906 and the 35.4 km-long route linking Kowloon
and Lo Wu was completed and opened for traffic on 1 October 1910. However, a
debate had sprung up on the design and location of the terminus in Kowloon, and
a warehouse belonging to the Hong Kong & Kowloon Wharf and Godown
Company therefore had to be rented as a temporary station.
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In 1912, the government decided to proceed with the construction of a terminal
building in Tsim Sha Tsui. The work started on 1 April 1913 and was completed in
1915. The shipment of fittings and fixtures from the United Kingdom was held up,
however, following the outbreak of World War I in Europe, and completion of the
interior of the station was thus delayed. The terminus was finally completed on 28
March 1916.

«im Sha Tsui Terminus and the Star Ferry Pier looking from the harbour
The clock of the Clock Tower was not yet installed at that time



