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Preserving Hong Kong's
Archaeological and Built Heritage
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As a well-known financial pivot and commercial centre, Hong
Kong is renowned for its economic success over the world.
While the city is distinguished for its spectacular skyscrapers,
Hong Kong’s long history and rich heritage resources are

usually overlooked.

We can deduce from archaeological evidences that Hong Kong

was inhabited by early settlers at least around 6,000 years ago.

Hong Kong had been under British rule for over 150 years until

China resumed sovereignty in 1997 and the energetic society
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by the east and the west. It eventually becomes a cosmopolitan

-

evolves and develops amid integrations

city assembling both the eastern and western virtues with a

fusion of the new and the old. } Ik

The following aims at im\rqu%gg Hong Kong's ricﬁ_ _heﬁmge-

and its preservation work. - ‘
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Regular meetings held by the Antiguities

ﬂili m]ﬁ':%gi 2 Advisory Board to discuss matters relating to

preservation and promotion of heritage
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The Antiquities and Monuments Office
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Hong Kong's heritage preservation is governed by the

Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance in 1976.

In the same

year, the Hong Kong Government established the Antiquities

Advisory Board and the Antiquities and Monuments Office.

The Antiquities Advisory Board
is a statutory body consisting of
members from different fields.
The Board was set up to advise
the Antiquities Authority (who
is the Secretary for Development)
on matters relating to the

preservation of antiquities and

monuments.

The Antiquities and Monuments
Office is the executive arm of
the Antiquities Authority and
also provides secretarial and
executive the

support  to

Antiquities Advisory Board.
The Office is headed by its

Executive  Secretary  and

comprises professional  staff
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Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre of the
Antiquities and Monuments Office organizes
heritage-themed exhibitions and education

activities
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Heritage tour docent introducing the history of
monuments along the Central and Western
Heritage Trail

organized into five sections dealing with archaeology, historical

buildings, education and publicity, technical and advisory,

and planning and management respectively. The Hong Kong

Heritage Discovery Centre and Ping Shan Tang Clan Gallery

cum Heritage Trail Visitors Centre of the Office aim at

presenting Hong Kong's heritage and its conservation work by

organizing various exhibitions and public programmes in order

to enhance the public’s understanding on local heritage.
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Painted pottery basin about 6,000 years ago
excavated from Chung Hom Wan, Hong Kong
Island
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Blue-and-white bowl with eight Buddhist
emblems design excavated from Penny's Bay,
Lantau Island
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Interior view of Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb
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The large amount of relics found in the territory shows that Hong

Kong has a history of 6,000 years and profound cultural affinities

with the Pearl River Delta and South China area.

Archaeological studies in Hong

Kong began in the 1920s. During

the formative years,
archaeological investigations

were mainly undertaken by a
small group of keen amateurs. It
was not until the mid-1950s that
an increasing number of well-
organized archaeological work
took place with the inception of
the University Archaeological
Team (which later became the
Hong Kong Archaeological
Society). The 1970s witnessed a
growing support and involvement
of the Government in heritage
conservation, leading ultimately
to the drafting and
implementation of the Antiquities
and Monuments Ordinance to
preserve archaeological heritage

in Hong Kong.
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Remnants of the South Gate of the Kowloon
Walled City
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Coarse pottery pot with square rim of Neolithic
Period excavated from Sha Ha, Sai Kung

The Antiquities and Monuments Office organized two

territory-wide archaeological surveys in 1983-85 and 1997-98

respectively to assess the potential value of all identified

archaeological sites in Hong Kong and record the new ones.

To cope with the drastic increase of rescue projects since the

1980s, archaeological institutions from the Mainland China and

overseas are invited to assist in major rescue operations. All

these excavations have yielded significant discoveries which

enable a better understanding of the history of Hong Kong as

well as South China.
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Kang Yung Study Hall situated in the Hakka
village of Sheung Wo Hang in Sha Tau Kok was
built by the Li clan in the early Qing dynasty
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The complex of Maryknoll Convent School at
Kowloon Tong incorporates different architectural
features and such combination of styles is highly
rare in Hong Kong

Tsui Sing Lau Pagoda at Ping Shan, Yuen Long



Built Heritage in
Hong Kong and Its Protection

Hong Kong has a long history with lots of cultural heritage,
including various types of historic buildings. The traditional
Chinese historic buildings in the territory has profound cultural
traditions and are multifarious. They range from military forts
of Ming and Qing dynasties,
ancient fungshui pagoda, Chinese
ancestral halls, study halls,
temples and Hakka traditional
enclosed houses to Chinese
courtyard  type residential
buildings in the Pearl River

Delta area and coastal stilted

houses supported by wooden or

-

bamboo stilts built by Tankas. WAL B 0995 =250 0] 4 5 6L AL BLTF
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colonial and overseas Chinese Flagstaff House in Cotton Tree Drive, Central is
the oldest existing western building in Hong
Kong. Built in 1846, it now houses the Museum
of Tea Ware

architecture with a blend of
eastern and western approaches
as well as some more modern
buildings tinted with

international characteristics.

According to the Antiquities
and Monuments Ordinance, the

Antiquities Authority may, after

consulting  the Antiquities

Advisory Board and with the ., oot o o o 1 5 5

approval of the Chief Executive =~ » M RLIURESS i tlt 645 i 3 4
oo r Tai Fu Tai Mansion in San Tin, Yuen Long. is
and the pubhcahon of the notice considered as one of the most
. beautifully-embellished traditional  Chinese
in the gazette, lega-“y declare buildings in Hong Kong and is renowned for its
A T amﬁltegmal iral decoration
buildings to be monuments o
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Antiquities and ‘l_\_d;qguu;en@dﬁice conducted a territory-wide

oric buildings in 1997. All of these research data
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Ohel Leah g\'na gogue at Robinson Road, Central
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Restoration of Built Heritage

Many monuments in Hong Kong are in poor structural
condition, sadly dilapidated and deserted. To ensure their
continual preservation and maintenance, extensive repairs and
restoration have to be undertaken by employing considerable
traditional skills and
craftsmanship together with
advanced conservation
technology. The Antiquities
and Monuments Office works

closely with various

departments and other *
concerned bodies which

f dnical accictance in KOS
|'JI‘0\"1L|€ technical assistance in King Law Ka Shuk in Tai Po, New Territories
solving various problems of

restoring old structures.

Several built heritage

preservation projects in Hong

Kong have received Asia-
Pacific ~ Heritage  Awards ﬁn‘fﬁi‘r’dﬁ" e

presented by UNESCO (United

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization).
These projects include: Hung Shing Temple on Kau Sai Chau,
Sai Kung (2000), Ohel Leah Synagogue at Robinson Road,
Central (2000), King Law Ka Shuk in Tai Po (2001), Catholic
Cathedral of Immaculate Conception in Central (2003), Tung
Wah Coffin Home (2005) and St. Joseph’s Chapel in Yim Tin
Tsai, Sai Kung (2005), St. Andrew’s Church in Tsim Sha Tsui
(2006) and Liu Ying Lung Study Hall in Sheung Shui (2006).
Little Hong Kong (former Central Ordnance Munitions Depot)
(2007), Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre (former Whitfield
Barracks) (2007), Béthanie (Heritage Campus, Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts) (2008), and Academy of Visual
Arts, Hong Kong Baptist University (former Royal Air Force

Officers” Mess) (2009).
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Exhibition introducing the Hong Kong winning
projects of the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage
Awards for Culture Heritage Conservation
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Heritage tour visiting Tai Fu Tai Mansion at San
Tin, Yuen Long
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Sunday Heritage Playgroup: “The Story of
Shophouse *



The Antiquities and Monuments Office organizes educational
and promotional activities regularly to raise public interest
towards Hong Kong'’s heritage and to educate future generations

to cherish our heritage.

The Office organizes various
kinds of exhibitions, lectures,

guided tours and archaeological

workshops regularly for the
general public and students. To M4 X2 A IE2 s lERe

Training of Young Friends of Heritage
encourage heritage education in
schools, the Office works
closely with all primary and
secondary schools in Hong
Kong and provides them with
support to implement their own

£ .

promotional  activities  on [ B | TR

*To Dig and To Learn™ Workshop
heritage  preservation. The
Office also publishes pamphlets,

booklets and newsletters on

Hong Kong's heritage.

In order to further promote the
message of heritage preservation At J-‘ﬁ"ﬂﬂ A —
to the public and teenagers, the Kbighliing
Office launched the “Friends of

Heritage™ scheme and “Young Friends of Heritage™ scheme since
1997 and 2004 respectively. The aim of the schemes is to foster
understanding among the public and young people of the importance
of heritage preservation so that they will help in heritage education

and promotion work.

Members of the public attending a lecture on Hong
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UNESCO Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop on
the “2001 Convention on the Protection of the
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The Antiquities and Monuments Office has linked up different

historic buildings and sites within walking distance in various

districts to establish three heritage trails, namely Lung Yeuk Tau

in Fanling, Ping Shan in Yuen
Long as well as Central and
Western Districts on Hong Kong
Island, for the convenience of
visitors. It is hoped that they
would enhance visitors’
understanding of Hong Kong's
heritage and cultural traditions,
while  promoting  cultural

tourism in the districts.

In addition, commemorative
plaques were erected at different
places and sites of former
architecture  with historical
values to commemorate those
famous old buildings, residences
of historic figures and notable
sites  which had been

demolished.
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Ping Shan Heritage Trail in Yuen Long — Yu Kiu
Ancestral Hall
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Symposium on the Revitalisation of Urban
Heritage Buildings and Sites: Private Sector
Experience in Three Cities (Hong Kong.
Toronto and Vancouver)

The Office also holds large-scale international conferences on a

regular basis. For instance, the Office and the United Nations

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

jointly organized the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop

on the “2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater

Cultural Heritage™ in 2003, International Conference on the

“Evolution and Rehabilitation of the Asian Shophouse™ in 2007,

and Symposium on the Revitalisation of Urban Heritage

Buildings and Sites: Private Sector Experience in Three Cities

( Hong Kong, Toronto and Vancouver) in 2009,






