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Kiln Site at Wun Yiu
Tai Po
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Kiln site at Wun Yiu. Photo taken in 1982.
Wun Yiu is the only kiln site that produced porcelain in
underglaze blue currently found in Hong Kong. With respect to
the historical significance of the kiln site, part of the area where
kilns remains were discovered was declared as monument in
1983.1n 1995 and 1999, the former Museums Section, Regional
Services Department and the Institute of Chinese Studies of
The Chinese University of Hong Kong formed an archaeological
team to conduct archaeological investigations at the kiln site.
With  the generous assistance
rendered by the local villagers of
Sheung Wun Yiu and Ha Wun Yiu
villages, remains of the kiln site,
which illustrate the various stages of
porcelain production from
quarrying  to  kilning,
unearthed. The discovery provides
important information for the study
of the early industrial history of
Hong Kong, the history of Tai Po, as
well as the private kins in
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Bowl fragment inscribed with
"“Chongzhen shi wu nian zao”
Guangdong province.
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History
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The name of Wun Yiu appeared as Wun Liu and Wun Yiu Tsuen
on the maps of Xin'an Gazetteers published in 1688 and 1819

respectively. It is believed that the place was so named because
the inhabitants who established the village were engaged in
porcelain making. According to the genealogy of the Ma clan and
the elders' accounts, Wun Yiu was established by the Man and Tse
clans in the Ming dynasty. During the Kangxi reign (1662-1722) of
the Qing dynasty, the kiln was purchased and managed by the
Ma'’s who migrated from Changle county of Guangdong province.

In the early Republic period, finer and cheaper porcelains were
produced at coastal Guangdong. Wun Yiu was unable to withstand
strong competitions from other coastal kilns and eventually ceased
to operate in the [930s.
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Map of the San-on-district (Xin'an district) drawn by the Italian missionary
Reverend Simeone Volonteri in 1866; Wun Yiu was recorded as “Wun To"
on the map. (Collection of the National Library of Australia)
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Wun Yiu Exhibition
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“Wun Yiu Exhibition” is converted from [
two unused classrooms at Sheung Wun
Yiu Village, adjacent to Fan Sin Temple.
The exhibition not only introduces the
history and archaeological discoveries of
Wun Yiu, but also displays the
archaeological finds of the Ming and Qing
dynasties.

Wun Yiu Exhibition
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To the Wun Yiu Exhibition :

Take a 25-minutes walk or get on Green Minibus No. 23K from Tai Po Market MTR Station

. 4k Address
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Sheung Wun Yiu Village, Tai Po, New Territories

. FBA#% 85 RS Opening Hours
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Monday to Wednesday and Friday to Sunday:9:30 am - 1:00 pm & 2:00 pm - 5:30 pm

Closed on Thursday, Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's Day and the first three days of the
Chinese New Year

%BEAS Free Admission
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Archaeological Discoveries
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During the archaeological investigation conducted in 1995,
well-preserved remains that illustrate the different stages of
production were discovered. In 1999, the dragon kilns at Guidi
Gang in Sheung Wun Yiu were excavated. The data collected
provides important information such as the establishment year
of the kiln and the special techniques used by local potters.
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Cheung Uk Tei

& L&A China Clay Pits
IKHEMELT Watermills

LFEE Animal-driven Grinder

Y8 Y Washing Basins
BT 15 Paste-making Workshop

EEEE (BEEL)
Declared Monument (Kiln Site at Wun Yiu)

7.1 EthEREILEEEL
Remains of Kilns (North & South) at Guidi Gang
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China clay is the primary material for
making porcelain. A few mined china
clay pits were found in the hills

behind Cheung Uk Tei Village (now
called Da Nei Dong).
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The remains of 16 watermills were
found in sequence along the slope of
the hill. Each mill was equipped with 3

to 6 sets of pestles and mortars, and | i
driven by hydraulic power.
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The remains of an animal-driven
grinder discovered in Sheung Wun
YiuVillage comprise of a trough and a |

circular  grinding blade, used for i
grinding china stone into powder.
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The ensemble was composed of one
rectangular basin and several smaller circular basins, all built with bricks
near a stream.Water was conducted from the stream and introduced
first to the china clay powder in the large rectangular basin. The resulting

mixture which floated on top would then be removed to the circular
basins for precipitation. The finest clay would then be filtered for use.
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The  archaeological team  had
discovered three square stone pillars
in Sheung Wun Yiu Village. They
believed that these stone pillars were

used to support planks on which
objects were laid out to dry.

£ g Kiins
TN == o S
B TEE  EFTL
BRI ET BRI — B
[E & [ E5 ~ BB Z I
RN o

The kilns in Wun Yiu were
constructed on a slope, generally
known as dragon kiln. The rising

ground of the stacking chamber was built as steps, so that vessels in saggars
or supported by discs or stands could be stacked upon one another on the

level.
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Archaeological Finds
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Dishes decorated with stripes
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Firing stand

Wun Yiu was a private kiln that
produced mainly underglaze blue wares,
along with a few Qingbai wares. Besides,
kiln furniture such as saggars, discs, and
misfired pieces were also unearthed
from the site. They provide important
references for the study of the
production process and local kiln firing
techniques. The output of Wun Yiu kilns
was enormous, thus it was postulated

that the products were for both local and overseas sales. It was
recorded in a government document, Report on the New Territories
1899-1912 , that the production of Wun Yiu

amounted to 400,000 pieces annually. Most of ~ FEHF

these products were exported to Danshui in
Guangdong province and some were sold

Kendi

locally. Also, kendi, a common type of water >
container of the Moslems, was found in the site. | &

Moreover, underglaze blue sherds closely

resembling VWun Yiu wares have been discovered

along the coast of Guangdong and in Malayasia. 4

All these attest to the export of Wun Yiu )
wares to Guangdong and Southeast Asia. = =
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Bowl decorated with an official

Bowl decorated with
chrysanthemums
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Pipe chamber
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Small bow!| decorated with
children at play design
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Bowl decorated with eight
trigrams and the yinyang symbols
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Tripod censer decorated with
floral motif
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