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The Antiquities and Monuments Office has set up a heritage trail in the
Central and Western District that links together the historic buildings
and sites in the vicinity with the aim of providing visitors with a better
understanding of how this important area has grown and developed
over the years. The project has been made possible with the generous
financial support of the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust.

The entire heritage trail comprises three routes: the Central Route,
which was launched in October 1997, the Sheung Wan Route, opened
in July 1999, and the Western District and Peak Route, which was
added in December 2000. All of them have received an enthusiastic
response from the public.

The Central Route

Central district lies at the heart of Hong Kong: the area was first
developed at the inception of British rule in 1841 when several buildings
in a Western architectural style soon sprang up. Taking in a total of 40
historic buildings and sites where important buildings that have since
been demolished once stood, the Central Route introduces Central’s
past landmarks to visitors and allows them to recapture the feeling of
old Hong Kong.

Sheung Wan Route

Located on the northern coast of Hong Kong Island, Sheung Wan is a
traditional Chinese residential and commercial district with roots
dating back to the city’s early years; it is also where Dr Sun Yat-sen was
educated and baptised and later planned his revolutionary campaign
with his comrades. Encompassing the Dr Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail
set up by the Central and Western District Council, the Sheung Wan
Route visits 35 historic buildings and sites that also provide an insight
into the traditional practices of the Chinese community and the different
religious establishments in this neighbourhood.

Western District and the Peak Route

The first inhabitants of Western district, which is made up of the three
smaller districts of Sai Ying Pun, Shek Tong Tsui and Kennedy Town,
were British troops, but it was soon taken over by refugees from
mainland China who fled to Hong Kong after 1850. Opened in 1888,
the Peak Tram attracted many people to move to the Peak, and the
summer residence of the governor was later built there. The Western
District and the Peak Route covers 26 historic buildings and sites.

Although Hong Kong’s urban landscape is constantly changing, many
historic buildings still survive as witnesses to the growth and development
of the city’s districts. Produced as a handy guide for visitors as they tour
the Central Route, this map also includes a brief introduction to each
of the historic buildings and sites located along the route.

If you have any comments or enquiries on the heritage trail,
please contact the Antiquities and Monuments Office at 2208 4488.
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The site was reclaimed after the Second World
War, and the Edinburgh Place and the Hong
Kong City Hall were later constructed. The
original Blake Pier and Queen'’s Pier were also
located here before they were demolished to
make way for further reclamation.
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Statue Square
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Originally named Royal Square, Statue Square
was the first public venue to be built on
reclaimed land in the late 19th century. A
statue of Queen Victoria was erected here in
1896 to commemorate her Golden Jubilee, but
relocated to Victoria Park in Causeway Bay in
1957. The only statue now standing in the
square is that of Sir Thomas Jackson, the chief
manager of the HSBC Limited in its early years.
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O-I-o The Cenotaph was constructed in 1923 to pay

tribute to those who had died in the First
World War, and it now also commemorates the
deads of the Second World War. The Cenotaph
was declared a monument in 2013.
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Old Hong Kong Club Building
3 Jackson Road and 3A Chater Road
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Established in 1846, the Hong Kong Club
moved to its present site adjacent to Statue
Square in 1897. The original building here was
demolished in the early 1980s to make way for
the club's current premises.
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Old Supreme Court

(Court of Final Appeal)
8 Jackson Road
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Construction of the Old Supreme Court began
in 1900 and was opened in 1912. This
three-storey granite building is one of the
finest examples of Neo-classical architecture in
Hong Kong. After it was closed for renovation
during the construction of the MTR in 1978, it
mainly housed the Legislative Council from
1985 to 2011 and, following renovation work,
has accommodated the Hong Kong Court of
Final Appeal since September 2015. The
exterior was declared a monument in 1984.
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Old Site of Hong Kong Cricket Club
Chater Garden
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Originally part of the Murray Parade Ground, this
site was converted to a sports and recreation
areain 1851 when the Hong Kong Cricket Club
was founded there with a clubhouse and cricket
pitch. The club was relocated to Wong Nai
Chung Gap in 1975 and the site was renovated
as Chater Garden. (A commemorative plaque
can be found at the Jackson Road entrance)
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The garden contains a foundation stone
bearing the inscription:

THIS STONE WAS LAID BY

H.RH.THE DUKE OF CONNAUGHT, KG, K. T, KP, &c.

ON THE 2nd APRIL, 1890

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE

COMMENCEMENT OF THE PRAYA RECLAMATION WORKS
SIR G. WILLIAM DES VOEUX KCM.G,

GOVERNOR

The stone was originally placed near the fence
of the Cricket Club Pavilion. It was dismantled
in 1975 and relocated to its present site in 1983.
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Old Site of Murray House
1 Garden Road
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Looking south from Chater Garden, the Bank of
China Tower rises impressively into view. This
was originally the site of Murray House, which
was built in 1846 as officers' quarters in Murray
Barracks (now Champion Tower). Home to
several different government departments at
various times after World War Il, Murray House
was dismantled in the early 1980s and later
rebuilt on the seafront promenade in Stanley.
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Old Site of Murray Parade Ground
Queen’s Road Central

ENEENBRSMANEHERSEMI
EREENS BN - 1959FF 5
RETHENRERE  ARZEXREES
WIEEE  RARRTIEETD -

The Murray Barracks parade ground was
situated behind the old City Hall for drills and
parades. Released by the British Army in 1959
for urban development, the site became the
home of the Hong Kong Hilton Hotel, and it
now stands the Cheung Kong Center.
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Old Site of First City Hall

HSBC Limited Head Office and Bank of

China Building
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Hong Kong’s first City Hall occupied the site
where the eastern half of the HSBC Limited
Head Office and the Bank of China Building
now stand. Opened in 1869, this magnificent
two-storey structure contained a museum, a
public library and a theatre. The western
portion was demolished in 1933 and the rest
was pulled down in 1947. The new City Hall
was built in 1962 on the waterfront. (A
commemorative plague can be found on Bank
Street)

www.stjohnscatheral.org.hk @
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Former French Mission Building
1 Battery Path
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The Former French Mission Building, converted
in 1917 from the mansion that originally
stood on the site, is constructed in granite
and red bricks in the Neo-classical style.
Since 1953, the building was occupied
successively by the Education Department,
Victoria District Court, the Supreme Court
and the Information Services Department.
It housed the Hong Kong Court of Final
Appeal between 1997 and 2015. The building
was subsequently renovated as offices for
law-related organisations. The building was
declared a monument in 1989.
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St. John's Cathedral
4-8 Garden Road
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Completed in 1849, St. John's Cathedral is the
oldest surviving Western ecclesiastical building
in Hong Kong. It has undergone several
alterations and was even converted into a
clubhouse by the Japanese during their
occupation of the city (1941-1945), but was
fully repaired and reopened after World War I,
The cathedral was declared a monument in 1996.
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Flagstaff House (Museum of Tea Ware)
Hong Kong Park, Cotton Tree Drive
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Mon, Wed to Sun: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Christmas Eve and Chinese New Year's Eve:
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Closed on Tue (except public holidays) and

the first two days of the Chinese New Year

2869 0690
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BEHNERY | LFTRETFRE
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REST—EZRE
Mon, Wed to Sun: 10:00 am to 9:00 pm
Mid-Autumn Festival, Winter Solistice Festival,
Christmas Eve, New Year's Eve and Chinese
New Year's Eve: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Closed on Tue, Christmas Day, Boxing Day,
New Year's Day and the first three days of
the Chinese New Year

2521 3008

@ Commenced in 1844 and completed in 1846 as

the residence of the Commander of British
Forces in Hong Kong, a purpose it served until
1978, Flagstaff House is the oldest surviving
Western building in the territory. Home to the
Museum of Tea Ware since 1984, it was declared
a monument in 1989.
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Rawlinson House
(Cotton Tree Drive Marriage Registry)
Hong Kong Park, Cotton Tree Drive
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Rawlinson House was built in the early 20th
century as married quarters for officers serving
in Victoria Barracks and was turned into the
residence of the Deputy Commander of British
Forces in 1961. The barracks were demolished
in the 1980s and the site was redeveloped into
Hong Kong Park. Rawlinson House has been
used as a marriage registry since 1981.
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Cassels Block
(Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre)
7A Kennedy Road
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Also an early 20th century three-storey
building providing married quarters for
officers at Victoria Barracks, Cassels Block was

converted into the Hong Kong Visual Arts
Centre in 1992.
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North and West Blocks of
St. Joseph's College

7 Kennedy Road
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Established in 1864 by the Roman Catholic
Church on Wellington Street as St. Saviour's
College, the school was renamed St. Joseph’s
College when it was taken over in 1875 by the
La Salle Brothers. The school moved to its
present site in 1918. The North Block
constructed in 1920 and the West Block built in
1925 were declared monuments in 2000.
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28 Kennedy Road

(Office of Former Chief Executives of
the HKSAR)

RERR i) R—PATERR LA
NBERAER - BRFZIMERIIRE -
TO90F AR (E /% R B S B i/ NERO R
RE > HEETFHEERTHO 0 20074F
ERATBRITHRERETRRERA

=

Built as a school in the early 20th century in the
beautiful classical Renaissance style, this
building hosted the Sino-British Joint Liaison
Group Office in the 1990s and later the Hong
Kong Design Centre. It became the Office of
Former Chief Executives of the HKSAR in 2007.
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First Church of Christ Scientist Hong Kong
31 MacDonnell Road
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The Christian Science Society was founded in
Hong Kong in 1905. The two-storey church

was built in 1912 in Neo-Grecian style. An
annex was added in 1956.
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St. Paul’s Co-educational College
33 MacDonnell Road
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Established in 1915 as St. Paul's Girls’ College,
the school moved to the MacDonnell Road
premises, built in the red brick and granite style
that was common of college architecture in
those days, in 1927. When it reopened after
World War I, the school began accepting both
boys and girls and was renamed St. Paul's
Co-educational College in 1950.
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9:00 am to 4:30 pm daily
(Green House / Education &
Exhibition Centre)

5:00 am to 10:00 pm daily
(Fountain Terrace Garden)

6:00 am to 7:00 pm daily
(Other Areas)

25300154

BREFCRER L6
7:00 am to 12:00 am daily

www.thepeak.com.hk @

25220922
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Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical
Gardens
Albany Road
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Opened to the public in 1864, the Botanic
Garden was completed in 1871 and renamed
the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical
Gardensin 1975.Having served as a temporary
Government House in 1841-1842, the garden
was called “Bing Tau Fa Yuen”by some Chinese.
Pavilion, Memorial Arch and bronze statue of
King George VI are still preserved.
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Main Building of The Helena May
35 Garden Road
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The Helena May is a women’s club and hostel.
The three-storey building with basement was
built in 1916 with a beautifully elegant
entrance porch forming the centrepiece of the
central section. The exterior of the main
building was declared a monument in 1993.
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Garden Road Peak Tram Lower Terminus
33 Garden Road
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Adjacent to the Helena May is the Garden
Road Peak Tram Lower Terminus. Opened in
1888, the Peak Tram was the earliest
machine-driven mode of transport in Hong
Kong. The terminus has been rebuilt many
times and is now topped by St. John’s Building.

https://catheral.catholic.org.nk @

25228212
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Government House
Upper Albert Road
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Government House is the residence of the
Chief Executive of the HKSAR. It was the office
and residence of the Governors of Hong Kong
during British rule until 1 July 1997. Completed
in 1855, it was originally built in the
Neo-classical style, but underwent a number of
large-scale renovations. During the Japanese
occupation (1941-1945), a central tower was
built and the roofs modified to give a Japanese
flavour. It was then used as the military
headquarters by the Japanese until 1945. It
was declared a monument in 1995.
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A stone inscribed  with ‘GOVERNOR'S
RESIDENCE' stands in the small flower bed in
front of the main entrance of Government
House. Originally erected for Mountain Lodge,
the former summer residence of the Governors
of Hong Kong, the stone was relocated to its
present site in 1980. A similar stone can also be
found in Victoria Peak Garden.
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Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception
16 Caine Road
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Constructed from 1883 to 1888, the Catholic
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is an
imposing building in a cruciform shape with a
tower at the intersection of the cross. It is one
of the finest examples of Gothic architecture
in Hong Kong. The cathedral underwent
renovation in 2002 in a project that was
awarded the Honourable Mention in the 2003
UNESCO  Asia-Pacific  Awards for Culture
Heritage Conservation.
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Former Victoria Prison Compound
10 Hollywood Road
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The former Victoria Prison Compound was
expanded several times at different periods
since the 1840s. After the Second World War, it
served as a remand prison, and later housed
Victoria Immigration Centre. The prison began
to admit illegal immigrants and Vietnamese boat
people in the early 19805 and decommissioned
in 2006. The former Victoria Prison Compound
was declared a monument in 1995.
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Former Central Magistracy
10 Hollywood Road
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Completed in 1914, the former Central
Magistracy has neo-classical front elevation
with the use of giant order, the Greek key string
course and keystone arches. Closed in 1979
and then used for a time as a High Court annex
and offices by the Immigration Department
and police force, the former Central Magistracy
was declared a monument in 1995.
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Former Central Police Station Compound
10 Hollywood Road
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First constructed in 1864, the former Central
Police Station Compound underwent several
expansions in different eras, with the imposing
building that today stands on Hollywood Road
built in 1919 and decommissioned in 2004.
The former Central Police Station Compound,
Central Magistracy and Victoria Prison Compound
together form an architecturally and historically
significant complex that represented law and
order in Hong Kong. The Compound was
declared a monument in 1995.
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Memorial artwork at

19 Stanley Street
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The revistalised Central  Police  Station
Compound (CPS), comprising @ Former Victoria
Prison Compound, @ Former Central Magistracy
and @) Former Central Police Station Compound,
is now open to the public as Tai Kwan — Centre
for Heritage and Arts'.
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Original Site of Xing Yan Lou Western
Restaurant

2 Lyndhurst Terrace

BHEARERAP L LERZTEH TR
FE{TERMNMTT > FEZ2HE1895FF
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The Xing Yan Lou restaurant was often used as
a meeting place for Dr Sun Yat-sen and his
comrades as well as a refuge for revolutionaries
from outside Hong Kong who took part in the
first uprising of 1895 that attempted to seize
control of Guangzhou. (A memorial artwork
can be found on Lyndhurst Terrace)
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Original Site of Zhongguo Ri Bao
(China Daily) Office
24 Stanley Street
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Established in 1900 by Chen Shaobai on the
orders of Dr Sun Yat-sen to publish propaganda
against the Qing government, the China Daily
also provided a meeting place for the Xing
Zhong Hui (Hsing Chung Hui or Revive China
Society). (A memorial artwork installed at
19 Stanley Street)
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Foreign Correspondents'Club
25217251
gEg
Fringe Club

@ BRI (EIR) BERLSHE
meid (HHCEBIME)
Commemorative Plaque for Dr Jose Rizal
D'Aguilar Street (Exterior wall of Century
Square)
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Dr Jose Rizal (1861-1896), a Philippine physician,
poet, author and patriot highly respected in his
motherland, practised medicine from 1891 to 1892
at a clinic that once stood at 5 D'Aguilar Street.

FEAREL

O IIAT205%

Original Site of He Ji Zhan

20 D'Aguilar Street
M BRERKRE  BEEREMEEE
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Operated as a fruit store, He Ji Zhan was the
venue where the revolutionaries planned and
directed the Guangzhou uprising of 1903. (A

memorial artwork installed at 24 Wellington
Street)
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Old Dairy Farm Building
(Foreign Correspondents’ Club &
Fringe Club)
2 Lower Albert Road
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The Old Dairy Farm Building was constructed
in 1892 and became the head office of the
Dairy Farm Company in 1896; it underwent
extensive alterations between 1913 and 1917.
After the company vacated the premises in
1982, the northern section of the building was
taken over by the Foreign Correspondents’
Club in the same year and the southern
section by the Fringe Club in 1984.

25210348
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Bishop's House
1 Lower Albert Road
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Originally erected in 1848 and rebuilt in 1851,
Bishop's House was once used as St. Paul’s
College and housed the bishop's residence.
The two-storey building has a granite base and
a three-storey octagonal tower that gives the
whole structure the appearance of a castle. It
now serves as the office of the Anglican
Archbishop of Hong Kong.
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St. Paul’s Church
Glenealy
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Built in the early 20th century, St. Paul's Church
features a spire that bears the characteristics of
Gothic architecture. Major renovation work
was conducted in 1934. The building was
occupied by Japanese soldiers during its
occupation of Hong Kong. Another renovation
project was undertaken in the early 1990s.

@ BEHHTRRERRE
Duddell Street Steps and Gas Lamps
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The granite steps leading from Duddell Street
to Ice House Street were constructed between
1875 and 1889. The four gas lamps have been
the only surviving gas lamps in Hong Kong
since 1967 to provide street lighting service.

The granite steps and gas lamps were declared
monuments in 1979.
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Old Site of Pedder Street Clock Tower
Junction of Queen’s Road Central and
Pedder Street
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The five-storey Pedder Street Clock Tower was
constructed in 1861 both to house a clock and
as a lookout to raise the alarm in the event of a
fire. Located at the junction of Queen's Road
Central and Pedder Street, it was a famous
landmarkin the 19th century, but was demolished
in1913.

21717
FITH1258

Pedder Building
12 Pedder Street

CEITTER19245F 0 BENE 0 A

HHIFEANEHNEE - RERAT
MBFER - RINBFEBHNETE
Constructed in 1924, the Pedder Building has
nine storeys and is decorated with Neo-classical
arches and mouldings typical of office buildings
erected in that era. It continues to house shops
and offices even today.

@ 18N FFEHBBRLIEE
BT (EHMESIMNE)
Commemorative Plaque for Original
Waterfront in 1841
Pedder Street (Exterior wall of The Landmark)

IR E B UER 1841 B8 T 2RI R
BEBMUE -

The plaque marks the location of the original
waterfront in 1841 before any land was reclaimed.

#91930ER
c. 1930s

.--"'_'-FFFH-FF

@ 1843F 1865 F B ZHBILZEE
F1T4 (EITREIMNE)
Commemorative Plaque for Praya
Reclamation of 1843-1865
Pedder Street (Exterior wall of Chater House)

HHEE R ER 18432 1865 FEAEITHY
BEERTRE  EESALATERER
AR ©

The plaque marks the point to which the
waterfront was extended northwards during

the praya reclamation carried out between
1843 and 1865.

@ 1890F 1904 F BB IEBILIEE
TETITARE CGOETRE)
Commemorative Plaque for Praya
Reclamation of 1890-1904

Footbridge linking Connaught Road Central
(near Chater House)

AR E A LUZEC 1890 1904 F R E4THY
BFHERIRE  EESFAILFTEEREN
IALE -

The plaque marks the point to which the
waterfront was extended northwards during

the praya reclamation carried out between
1890 and 1904.

@ BRAREL
EHNTHREPRR
Old Site of General Post Office
Junction of Pedder Street and Connaught
Road Central

ERBRRRAN TAEPEREFHRA -
BIEEERRIARERI » 191168
R BRIE - BER19T64EHFE -
Opened in 1911 and demolished in 1976, the
old four-storey General Post Office was originally
situated at the junction of Connaught Road
Central and Pedder Street where World Wide
House stands today.
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Declared Monuments
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Other Historical Sites
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Dr Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail

TH%ANLEER, APAER
(1866-19254F) =&
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Central Route Map

51 55 BR
Legend & Notes
AER
Section A
BE
Section B
Section C
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Starting/ Finishing Point

waa/ A

Memorial/Boundary Stones

TARKE

Pedestrian Footbridge
T ABEE

Pedestrian Subway

BT,
MTR Station

E4auh

Bus Terminus

ANEEFHE
Public Toilet

B ZES

Government Car Park

NF|
Park/Garden
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FERE LR FEFILLEE

BRNEE - PEKFERE "THRPILEE

Dr Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail is established by the Central and Western
District Council to commemorate the past activities of Dr Sun Yat-sen
(1866-1925) in Hong Kong. The Central Route covers three historic sites
marked by the Dr Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail.
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1. BEBR BB B R MR EEEKR -

2. BEREBFERRRE( BEEBHREAFREE -

3. XWERNHDHENZENDL SRR TBEARE  HFEER -

4. HMFREMRAOHENEEYNFEREESE  BETERBLR
EREEHETH -
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10. 4B EH - FHE2208 4488@5%5&;!77%%)&’53&5\%*%& °

Notes for the Tours

1. Study the map and plan your route before setting off.

2. Pay attention to changes in the weather while you are doing the tour;
do not undertake it in bad weather.

3. Some of the monuments or buildings are not open to the public.

4. The opening hours of other monuments/buildings may vary. Please
check the opening hours and plan your route accordingly.

5. The monuments/buildings that are open to the public may be closed
temporarily for maintenance. Please refer to the announcements made
by the management of the institutions.

6. Observe traffic regulations and pay attention to road safety.

7. Pay attention to the safety of children and the elderly.

8. Treasure our heritage; do not damage the historic buildings or facilities
or deface the commemorative plaques.

9. Keep the historic buildings clean and avoid disturbing the owners and
occupants.

10. For enquiries, please contact the Antiquities and Monuments Office at

2208 4488.

BHER GRS EitE
The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust

RARNIEHEIARERES SRS CTETEYKE
The Central and Western Heritage Trail project is sponsored by
the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust.

DR A RE SR EYE « S8
BUTIERE « BLERE RBUTHEERME -
The historical photographs are provided by the Hong Kong Museum of History,
the Hong Kong Museum of Art,
the Public Records Office, Government Records Service
and the Information Services Department.
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Enquiries

Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre
Kowloon Park, Haiphong Road,

Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon

Tel: 2208 4488

Fax: 2721 6216

Website: https://www.amo.gov.hk
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