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Ancestral Hall
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Sheung Shui Heung
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Sheung Shui Heung in 2012
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The founding ancestor of the Liu clan of Sheung Shui migrated from Fujian
province to Guangdong province in the middle of the Yuan dynasty
(1297-1368). Initially settling in Tuen Mun and then in the village of Futian
north of the Shenzhen River, he finally put down roots in the area around the
Sheung Yue River, from where his descendants later spread far and wide.

In the late 16th century, two clan members of the seventh and eighth
generations, both geomancers, came to the conclusion that the unification of
the lineage was a prerequisite for the clan to thrive. They therefore drew up
plans and chose a site for the establishment of what is now known as Wai Loi
Tsuen. The walls and moat around Wai Loi Tsuen were constructed between
1646 and 1647 to protect the residents against bandits and pirates in the
vicinity. The village was divided into four wards of different sizes and was
occupied by three kinship units. By 1688, the clan numbered about 500
members. As the population grew and public order in the area improved, clan
members began to settle outside the walls, and the hamlets of Po Sheung
Tsuen, Chung Sum Tsuen, Mun Hau Tsuen, Tai Yuen Tsuen, Sheung Pak
Tsuen, Ha Pak Tsuen and Hing Yan Tsuen, which are today known collectively
with Wai Loi Tsuen as Sheung Shui Heung, were all founded between 1819
and 1898.

The wealth and influence of the Liu clan reached its apogee in the 18th century,
and this was reflected both in the construction of the main ancestral hall, the
Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall, as well as in the massive numbers of clan
members who succeeded in passing the imperial civil service examination, an
honour that was achieved by 47 members according to the clan’s genealogy.
The clan continued to prosper in the 19th century, and two more ancestral halls
were built. Liu Hung, an important clan member, participated in the
compilation of the Xin’an Gazetteer in 1819 and managed to edit the Liu
genealogy for the first time.
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Honorary plaques hanging at the rear hall of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall
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Ancestor worship in the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall in March 2006

Built in the 16th year of the reign of Qianlong Emperor during the Qing
dynasty (1751), the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall is the largest ancestral
hall of the Liu clan of Sheung Shui. Literally meaning 10,000 shi (from shek,
which was a unit for measuring grain), the name Man Shek dates back to the
Song dynasty (960-1279): it is believed that a distant ancestor of the clan, Liu
Kong, and his four sons were all high government officials who each earned an
annual salary of 2,000 shi of cereal, thus 10,000 shi in total, and their
descendants named the ancestral hall “Liu Man Shek Tong” in their honour.
Renovation was undertaken in the 17th year of the reign of Guangxu Emperor
(1891) during the Qing dynasty.

In 1932, the ancestral hall was converted into a primary school to provide a
modern education. The ancestral hall was partitioned, the walls were plastered
and painted and most of the notable characters of this elegant building were
destroyed. The school moved to new premises on Jockey Club Road in Sheung
Shui in 1974.

The Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall is an important building for the Liu
clan, and ceremonies worshipping their ancestors are held here every year in
spring and autumn.
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Exterior of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall before restoration
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Fascia board carved
with traditional
auspicious motifs.
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Rows of soul tablets
enshrined

at the rear hall
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Floor plan of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall

The ancestral hall consists of three halls and two courtyards. The altar is
located in the rear hall and bears rows of soul tablets. The whole building is
richly embellished with plaster mouldings, wood carvings and murals of
auspicious motifs. The tiled roofs are supported on stone and wooden columns
and an intricate system of carved wooden trusses and brackets. These
distinctive features give the building a spacious and impressive character. The
use of red sandstone, which was a valuable building material at the time the
hall was built, bears testimony to the wealth and prestige of the clan.

The Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall is not only one of the largest ancestral
halls in Hong Kong, but it is also one of the finest traditional Chinese
buildings in the territory. Thanks to the ardent support of the Liu clan, the hall
is well preserved and managed, allowing everybody an opportunity to
appreciate the splendid craftsmanship.
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The middle hall is embellished with exquisite wood carvings
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Interior of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall before restoration
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The rear hall of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall before restoration

In 1983, a committee comprising members of the Liu clan, representatives of
the North District Office, the Antiquities and Monuments Office and other
government departments was set up to organise the restoration project for the
Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall. The project cost approximately $1,000,000
in total, $300,000 of which came from the government with the rest provided
by the clan. The first phase of the work was commenced in November 1984,
and the whole project was completed in late 1985. The ancestral hall was
declared a monument under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance in the
same year. To mark the rehabilitation of the building, a ceremony was held on
1 March 1986, at which Lady Pamela Youde, the wife of the then governor Sir
Edward Youde, officiated. Major restorations were undertaken in 1994 and
2016 with funding from the government.
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Workers restoring the roof
structure of the middle hall in 1994
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The front hall and courtyard under
restoration in 1984
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The middle hall under restoration in 1994
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The middle hall under restoration in 2016
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A XX 8 Public Transport
FUEB Kowloon Motor Bus (KMB)

70K ERREE — BN (fBRR)

Wah Ming Bus Terminus — Ching Ho (Circular Route)
73K SERIE — KA,

Man Kam To — Sheung Shui Bus Terminus
79K T8 (IRET) — ke

Ta Kwu Ling (Tsung Yuen Ha) — Sheung Shui Bus Terminus
270 REEE — XTI (ERER)

Tsui Lai Garden — Tin Ping Estate (Circular Route)
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tin Ping Estate Bus Terminus — MTR Kwun Tong Line — Lam Tin Station
ER/NE Green Minibus
59K ok — it

Sheung Shui — Lin Ma Hang
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The above transport information is for reference only, and is subject to change in accordance with the transport
companies or the Transport Department.
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Mun Hau Tsuen, Sheung Shui, New Territories

. B R E Opening Hours
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Monday, Wednesday to Sunday: 10am - 1pm and 2pm - 5pm

Closed on Tuesdays (except public holidays), Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's Day and the first three days

of the Chinese New Year

B Enquiries

NLBESRY IR Hong Kong Heritage Discovery
EEAEAR Centre Kowloon Park, Haiphong
EB NI AEE Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon

TiE: 2208 4488 Tel: 2208 4488

BH: 2721 6216 Fax: 2721 6216
431k https:/www.amo.gov.hk Website: https:/www.amo.gov.hk
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