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Excavation in progress
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Activity floor of Late Neolithic period
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Excavating posthole

Archaeological Discoveries in So Kwpn Wat in 2000

Introduction

To meet the growing demand of electricity of customers in So Kwun Wat
and Siu Lam areas in Tuen Mun, CLP Power Hong Kong Limited (CLP Power)
has proposed the construction of an electric substation nearby So Kwun Wat
Road. The construction of the So Kwun Wat Substation
forms an integral part of CLP Power's supply reliability
enhancement programme for Tuen Mun District.
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Aerial photo of
1-- So Kwun Wat in 1999/

Beforetheland wasgranted to CLP Power
forconstruction,theareahasbeenidentified -
as an archaeological site. To preserve the cultural
heritage, a rescue excavation, funded by CLP Power,
was arranged. The Antiquitiesand Monuments
Office (AMO) of the Leisure and Cultural Services
DepartmentinvitedexpertsoftheSchoolof
Archaeology and Museology, Peking University to
jointly conduct a large-scale rescue excavation at So

Kwun Wat from March to December 2000.

1949$i%“*%§nfﬂﬂﬁ)#,_? .
Aerial photo of So Kwun Wat in 1949 . Ji». -
P

Geographic Setting

The So Kwun Wat archaeological site was situated at a typical coastal sandbar of about 20,000m’
at So Kwun Tan. Surrounded by hills on three sides, the sandbar had a lagoon at the back and a pair
of headlands forming a natural barrier. Hill slopes around So Kwun Wat Village had a dense distribution
of streams and gullies to form rivulets running around the sandbar toward the sea. The site was an
ideal settlement place with sufficient water resource.

Background

Literature about So Kwun Wat could be traced back as "So
KonWat" in Yue Da Jiby Guo Fei of Ming dynasty or "So Kwun
Wat" in Xin'an Gazetteer edited in Qing dynasty. Supplement to
the written records of several hundred years ago, archaeological
investigation could vividly prove the history of So Kwun Wat spanning
more than 4,000 years.

The So Kwun Wat archaeological site
was known as early as 1920s. C. Heanley
andJ.Shellshearreported discovery of
prehistoricremains such as hard pottery
sherds and stone adzes at the site which
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Archaeologists at work

did draw the attention of Chinese scholars like Yuan Fuli. Before the outbreak of World War I,
site investigations were conducted by W. Schofield, Chen Gongzhe and Chen Zhiliang. After the
War, small scale surveys were conducted and artefacts such as coarse corded pottery sherds, stone
rings and green glazed ceramic sherds were collected from the site.

In 1997, a residential development was proposed in So Kwun Wat. With the generous financial
support from the developer, the AMO commissioned Au Ka-fat and Mo Zhi to conduct intensive
survey before the development took place. The survey not only identified stable cultural deposits
in the abandoned football field, but also ascertained the possible extent of cultural remains.

Major Discoveries of Rescue Excavation

50 test squares (5m x 5m) were excavated covering a total area of 1,250m’ during the rescue
excavation in 2000. Cultural remains of Late Neolithic (circa 2500 BC), Han dynasty (206 BC— AD
220) and Ming dynasty (AD1368 — 1644) were mainly yielded in this rescue excavation.

Late Neolithic Period

Several Late Neolithic activity floors and hoards were identified
in the excavation. Numerous pottery sherds of coarse and chalky wares
were scattered on these activity floors, in association with some postholes
and stone hearths. Storage hoards were deposited with some pottery vessels.
Abundant pottery artefacts discovered were cauldrons, pots, basins, bowls,
firing grates, etc. Stone artefacts included not only tools
for hunting, fishing and woodwork like projectile points,
net weights, adzes, chipped stone implements and
whetstones, etc, but also ornaments like pendants

and slotted rings.
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Slotted stone rings, Late Neolithic period
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Coarse pottery urn,
Late Neolithic period
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Feature of posthole, Late Neolithic period
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A Han dynasty hoard
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Han Dynasty

Two hoards of Han dynasty were discovered. A cache of about 100 Wuzhu
bronze coins was unearthed from a storage hoard. Fragments of bamboo mats
and textile, which could hardly be preserved, were also found in the course of
unearthing the bronze coins. A typical Han sealed pottery pot was deposited
in another hoard.
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Textile fragment adhered on the Wuzhu coins Wuzhu eoins and fragment of mat Excavating Wuzhu coins in a hoard of Han dynasty

EROERR i
- Trace of coffin of a burial A ER
. T <SR Burial, Ming dynasty

. AEEBANAR
'Burlll.Mingdynasty ‘f" Clearing the skeleton of a burial

mlalnbmﬂunonrﬂudﬁomawlal.c.r o F d
i AN
» L ARERNANS
“”. My T Unearthing grave goods of a burial
= 4[] -ira 10,_1_‘:_," l =
Ming Dynasty
n#ﬁﬁ T=+2EBHAESE . SEKEEE ) SHE Over 30 burials of Ming dynasty, most with wooden coffins and grave
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BE—Z=RB/EZL - and grains were filled in one of the pots. In some burials, the human skeletons
 EERDEINET) e = were accompanied with iron implements such as sickles, scissors, knives or daggers,
Iron knife unearthed from a burial =~
and the skulls were rested on one to three tiles.
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Conclusion

The So Kwun Wat rescue excavation in 2000 yielded various
kinds of cultural deposits from different periods, including large
quantity of pottery sherds scattered on the activity floors of
the Late Neolithic period, hoards of Han dynasty for burying
bronze coins and pottery as well as grave-yard of Ming dynasty.
EANELEUENEEBL ZEmit All these remains demonstrated the life of early settlers.
EEIHNEEZER 22 EBTRANEENE I * i : During the rescue excavation, the AMO arranged site visits and participation in the excavation
BE  -BEZRNBENEREST  BE =~ 2y 5 for a number of schools and local organizations so as to promote the understanding of local

SIS YRR W R I F . archaeological work among younger generations.
VLBESLRETR  BET—RThEDE “RF 8 ~ Archaeological sites in the territory provide important information to unveil the history of
- = Hong Kong and South China, and are precious cultural heritage of all the people of Hong Kong.
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The So Kwun Wat rescue excavation serves as an excellent example that appropriate measures to
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