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Ancient
Rock Carvings




AR

BEMBREBEHNERLICRKIAEESIR © R (HYREEREM)
Ri& - EFASMIREBNAG L  BEIEE  TH—LAEAE
BEFBER/IVEEGR o BLAZIMEARER R - fETEA EREMA
EFNeniRAARL - TTREREE « BENHMABRNE ) THEASSE
R EE - FJREARERIFNE R o

FARERZ SRRECES » CHLIEFERZINKBERMTIE » UKRH#EAL
LEME - XHzH  AABERERER—N\—ILERENCGTL K
B BEMEHREMNGZ - A% ENEE - BESHTMF RS
fIEN#IPE=R AN F SRz L AOAEHARLL - FHLLHEES - BLRZINZIRER -
ABESHEFKRE - AESH=FF -

Nine rock carvings which are scattered along the coastline and remote
islands of Hong Kong have been declared as monuments under the
Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance for protection. Most of these
carvings are situated on rock outcrops overlooking the sea whilst some are
at a distance from the sea but near to rivers or streams. Stylistically, Hong
Kong's rock carvings form a fairly homogeneous group. The patterns are
basically composed of geometric patterns and curved lines that symbolize
the cloud, thunder or other forces of nature. With hints of human or animal
images, some rock carvings may represent tribal totems or deities of
ancient times.

It is difficult to establish when, how and by whom the carvings were made
as there is no literary record which can throw the slightest light on their
origin except the one on Tung Lung Chau briefly documented in 1819. As
the patterns of the carvings resemble strikingly those on the Bronze Age
stamped geometric pottery and bronze vessels unearthed in the territory, it
is perhaps reasonable to date the carvings to Hong Kong’s Bronze Age,
i.e. about 3,000 years ago.
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Pottery sherds with geometric design of Bronze Age unearthed in Hong Kong
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The Rock Carving at Big Wave Bay was first reported in 1970 by a police officer.
The designs show geometric and animal patterns. The Rock Carving at Big Wave
Bay is one of the several carvings scattered along the coastline of Hong Kong.
The designs of these ancient rock carvings usually show geometric patterns,
some resembling stylized animal or monster forms. It has not so far been
possible to establish when these rock carvings were made. The resemblance of
the patterns to those on pottery and bronze vessels of Bronze Age however
suggests that they might be carved by the early inhabitants about 3,000
years ago. Since these early inhabitants of this area depended on the sea
for their livelihood, most
locations of these ancient
rock carvings overlooking
the sea may have been
intended to propitiate the
power of the sea.

The Rock Carving at Big
Wave Bay was declared a
monument on 20 October
1978 and is protected
under the Antiquities and

Monuments Ordinance. KRERZIZ5R
A general view of Big Wave Bay Rock Carving
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Rock Carving on Kau Sai Chau, Sai Kung
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The Rock Carving on Kau Sai Chau was discovered in 1976.The rock carving
is located at the north-western coast of Kau Sai Island where accessibility by
land is extremely poor. The rock carving is badly weathered but a
zoomorphic motif is still visible when examined closely and carefully.

The Rock Carving on Kau Sai Chau was declared a monument on 26 January
1979 and is protected under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance.
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A general view of Kau Sai Chau Rock Carving
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The Rock Carving on Tung Lung Chau was recorded in Xin‘an Gazetteer (the
edition compiled in the twenty-fourth year of the Jiaqing reign of the Qing
dynasty, 1819) : “dragon impression on a rock’s vertical surface is found at
Fat Tong Mun”. Hence, this historic rock carving existed long before the
compilation of the Xin‘an Gazetteer. It ranks as the largest rock carving
known in Hong Kong, measuring about 180 cm x 240 cm. The design
consists of complicated and tortuous lines to represent a dragon symbol
probably.

The Rock Carving on Tung Lung Chau was declared a monument on 26
January 1979 and is protected under the Antiquities and Monuments
Ordinance.
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A general view of Tung Lung Chau Rock Carving
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Rock Carving at Shek Pik on Lantau Island
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Most of the ancient rock carvings in the territory overlook the sea, but the
Rock Carving at Shek Pik is about 300m from the coastline. However, it is
believed that in the past, the sea inlet might have extended up to this point.
The design shows geometric patterns composed of spiral squares and
circles which closely resemble those on Bronze Age artefacts.

The Rock Carving at Shek Pik on Lantau Island was declared a monument on
27 April 1979 and is protected under the Antiquities and Monuments
Ordinance.
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A general view of Shek Pik Rock Carving
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The Rock Carvings on Po Toi Island were found in the 1960's. There are two
groups of rock carvings. The right group is separated by a rock fracture and
the design is mainly composed of spirals. The design of the left group, which
consists of straight and curved lines, is more abstract.

The Rock Carvings on Po Toi Island were declared a monument on 27 April
1979 and are protected under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance.
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A general view of Po Toi Rock Carvings
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Rock Carvings on Cheung Chau
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Found in 1970, the Rock Carvings on Cheung Chau consist of two groups of
patterns with similar design - several curves surrounding small depressions.
One of the group patterns could only be fully revealed after removal of soil.

The Rock Carvings on Cheung Chau were declared a monument on 22

January 1982 and are protected under the Antiquities and Monuments
Ordinance.
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A general view of Rock Carvings on Cheung Chau
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The Rock Carving at Lung Ha Wan is one of the several carvings scattered
along the coastline of Hong Kong. Discovered in 1978 by a group of hikers,
the Rock Carving at Lung Ha Wan is located on a vertical face of a badly
weathered boulder facing east. The design shows geometric patterns, some
may resemble stylized animals or bird forms.

The Rock Carving at Lung Ha Wan was declared a monument on 4 March
1983 and is protected under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance.
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A general view of Lung Ha Wan Rock Carving
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Rock Carvings at Wong Chuk Hang, Hong Kong Island
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Unlike most of the rock carvings which are found along the coastline of
Hong Kong, the Rock Carvings at Wong Chuk Hang lie some distance from
the sea. Three groups of geometric patterns can be recognized. Their
patterns are similar to the other rock carvings, especially those on Cheung
Chau and Po Toi Island.

The Rock Carvings at Wong Chuk Hang were declared a monument on 15
June 1984 and are protected under the Antiquities and Monuments
Ordinance.
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A general view of Wong Chuk Hang Rock Carvings
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The Rock Carving at Cape Collinson in the Eastern District of Hong Kong Island
was discovered in October 2018. It is located on a cliff, about 11 m above sea
level. A combination of geometric and sinuous designs were carved on a fairly
flat weathered surface of a natural outcrop measuring about 160 cm in height
and 260 cm in width. The designs include elements closely resembling those
on Bronze Age stamped geometric pottery and the other eight rock carvings
in Hong Kong. In particular, the rock carvings at Cape Collinson, Big Wave Bay
and Tung Lung Chau may form a stylistic sub-group worthy of further study
due to their proximity to one another and the similarity of their designs. The
study of the Cape Collinson rock carving’s stylistic and spatial relationships with
other rock carvings may help
shed light on the maritime
people whose society once
flourished in the early days
of Hong Kong.

The Rock Carving at Cape
Collinson was declared a
monument on 25 October
2019 and is protected
under the Antiquities and
Monuments Ordinance.
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A general view of Cape Collinson Rock Carving

T
Siu Sai Wan a%
e Rock Carving
J REE BRRBE  BRR2EE - B
. (Fak Kok Taw BISEEEIBEEESERR 28
Bl - it A pATER -
/”’:00?“ Ngan Wan The rock carving is located on a cliff.
4 For the sake of safety, notices have
L been put up near the site to warn
Pottinger Peak visitors against proceeding to the rock
carving.




AR A

Location Map of Ancient Rock Carvings
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A Public Transport

B 2|5 https://www.hkemobility.gov.hk S T A KR4 - ARTESEGEITTIE -
Please browse https://www.hkemobility.gov.hk to search the routes of different transportation
modes for pre-trip planning.

IAEEHRAHS2E - mBEN - UEBRBLMELE -
The above information is for reference only, and is subject to change in accordance with
the announcement of relevant organisations.

RBEGAITEESEAZ  TERFSTRERBEMZBTARNTE -
Walking or interchange with other modes of transports is required as the transport routes
do not reach the rock carvings directly.

BABOZANEREE  ENLZE2EE - BAYINE -
The Rock Carving at Cape Collinson is located on a cliff. For the sake of safety, please do not
proceed to the rock carving.

& Enquiries
NEERWDEBYIENE AR BB XY RAME
Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre, Kowloon Park, Haiphong Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon
2208 4488
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