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Kowloon-Canton Railway
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Opening of the KCR (British section) at Tsim Sha Tsui in 1910. Sir Henry May, Colonial Secretary,
accompanied by Lady May, formally opened the new railway.

NWESRNESREEEALEGRPEMBITENFRE L
WEZEZNAG - BRTAEKR - - EMBEEREES
BFEZERFTARENNEIRRR - —LOREY > LE
HREE (REEEHREE) TREXRR  2—1—0O%+H
—HEMEE  RIENEZREN - BNEMILREERET Kt
MRELRER - REEHEEANEBREEARARNES R
BRASEEVL - B - UEERERT =T - URHEBE @ E
18 At e

The opening of the Kowloon-Canton Railway (KCR) played an important
role in the development of both the public transport in Hong Kong and
the territory’s links with Mainland. At the end of the 19th century, the
Chinese and British governments proposed a joint project to build a
railway line that would link Hong Kong with Canton (Guangzhou).
Construction work of the British section (now called the MTR East Rail
Line) officially began in early 1906 and the route linking Kowloon and Lo
Wu was completed and opened for traffic on 1 October 1910. However,
a debate had sprung up on the design and location of the terminus in
Kowloon, and a warehouse belonging to the Hong Kong & Kowloon
Wharf and Godown Company therefore had to be rented as a temporary
station. In the following year, the Chinese section of the KCR was finished
with through trains linking the two places.
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Construction of the marshalling yard and platform, looking east from the Tsim Sha Tsui
Terminus in 1915.
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Railway Terminus at Tsim Sha Tsui
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In 1912, the government decided to proceed with the construction of a
terminal building in Tsim Sha Tsui. Mr A.B. Hubback, a government
architect from the Federated Malay States, was appointed architect to
design the building. The work started on 1 April 1913 and was completed
in 1915. The shipment of fittings and fixtures from the United Kingdom
was held up, however, following the outbreak of World War | in Europe, and
completion of the interior of the station was thus delayed. The terminus
eventually opened for service on 28 March 1916.
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The terminus building in the final stage of construction
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West elevation plan of the terminus
building, 1977.
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The terminus building under construction in 1914
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Elevation and section plans of the
Clock Tower, 1977.
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The Clock Tower under construction
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Opening of Clock Tower
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Interior of the Tsim Sha Tsui Terminus in the late 1920s
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An accompanying feature of the terminus, the Clock Tower was also
completed in 1915, but the electric clock mechanism could not be
installed at the same time. Cast in 1919 by the notable Taylor
bellfounding family in Loughborough, United Kingdom, the bell arrived
in Hong Kong in the autumn of 1920, but there was other delay in
obtaining necessary drawings and instructions from the maker for the
installation of the electric turret clocks and one-ton hour bell. The clocks
finally commenced operation in March 1921, and the Clock Tower soon
became a landmark of the area surrounding the terminus.
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The platform of the Tsim Sha
Tsui Terminus in the late
1910s. The clock of the Clock
Tower was not yet installed
at that time.
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The Tsim Sha Tsui Terminus and the Star
Ferry Pier looking from the sea in the
1930s
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The Tsim Sha Tsui Terminus and its marshalling yard, looking west from
the Signal Hill in 1917. At that time, trains were steam hauled and

e operated on a single-track system.
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Architectural Features
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188 o Top of the Clock Tower with concrete dome and lightning The wooden staircase inside the Clock Tower

The rectangular glass window on the Clock Tower has rod

wooden-frame, granite window surrounds and pediment

window head.

EEENNEEYARER b SPU+P0XK 0 ESEFESA T Situated at south-west of the terminus, the Clock Tower was built of red

EEREERNE LAERIEEERER  BEEERAES bricks and granite in Edwardian Classical Revival style. It stands 44 metres
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The clocks of the Clock Tower

octagonal domed turret. Windows in a diamond pattern are installed
near the flat top of the tower, which is capped by a concrete dome
mounted on a drum-like base. On top of the dome is a slender steel
structure supporting a 7-metre lightning rod.
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The clock mechanism inside the Clock Tower



RN SIS

Development of Clock Tower
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The Clock Tower and the bus terminus in 1952

RER - N _—FEATR®BE EEMGRKH (—AN—=
—WAF) BFLEER BEE-—ANAF+RAZBF kE
EF o RS RF B LI MEF TR IERMIEETE BRI
REBENEESBE LB EHEHK A AEHUmERT
BTNREE =R EREEET - - &% WERN
—NAOFH-EFILEE-

—AAROERBE ANIRBERTERAEEA B REMAY
REE NMEERECVE AEREFEEZEEAMBE-

—NERF+—R=+H" AR ERRIENX R AR
KIPBHRUEIE LERAR - —ENF+A BEXERIEREBTE
HED (2 (REE3EAE

The clocks started operation in 1921, but ceased to operate during the
Japanese Occupation period (1941-1945), and they were not put back
into service until 2 October 1945. Difficulties in operating and
maintaining the clocks run by batteries in the later time led to the
installation of four motors, one for each face, but this arrangement had
the side effect of creating a small difference in the time shown by each
face, which then did not coincide with the sound of the bell. Finally, the
use of the bell was discontinued since 1950.

Since the late 1960s, as the existing facilities could not match with the
ever increasing numbers of passengers and there was a need to
redevelop Tsim Sha Tsui, the railway terminus had to be relocated to
Hung Hom for larger space. The terminal building in Tsim Sha Tsui
continued in service until 30 November 1975, when the new terminus at
Hung Hom was opened. In October 1978, the terminal building was
demolished, with only the Clock Tower being retained.

-

—NENFEIREFAYRDIE AN BB, - SEIBIFLURTT -

The Tsim Sha Tsui Terminus during demolition in 1978, with the Clock Tower retained.
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The Tsim Sha Tsui Terminus and the Clock Tower in 1970
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The Tsim Sha Tsui Terminus and its marshalling yard in 1963.
Diesel trains were in operation.
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An aerial view of the Tsim Sha Tsui Terminus and Star
Ferry Pierin 1963
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Preservation of Clock Tower
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In view of its historical value and architectural characteristics, the Clock
Tower was declared a monument on 13 July 1990 which is protected
under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance, and becomes the
important landmark of the railway development of Hong Kong. New
machine was used to replace the four old motors for unique time
display to serve the community. In September 2010, the bell was placed
in the Clock Tower again.
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View towards the Clock Tower and the surrounding buildings
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Present view of the Clock Tower The bell now placed inside the Clock Tower
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Some photos are provided by the Hong Kong Heritage Museum, the Hong Kong Museum of History, the Public Records

Office of the Government Records Service and the Information Services Department. Measured drawings are provided by the

Department of Architecture, The University of Hong Kong.
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H 3248 Public Transport
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Please browse the link below to search for the routes of different transportation
modes for pre-trip planning.

https://www.hkemobility.gov.hk
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The above information is for reference only, and is subject to change in
accordance with the announcement of the relevant organisations.
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