The Fortified Structure

at Ha Pak Nai
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The fortified structure at Ha Pak Nai
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The fortified structure at Ha Pak Nai
in 1965
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(Source of photograph: Lo Hsiang-lin,
The Historical Traces of Dr Sun Yat-sen in Hong Kong.)

The fortified structure at Ha Pak Nai in Yuen Long, built around 1910
after the New Army Uprising in Guangzhou, is a building with a direct
connection to the late Qing revolutionary movement.

One of Dr Sun Yat-sen’s followers, Li Ki-tong (1874-1943) built the
Castle Peak Farm in the vicinity of San Shek Wan, Tuen Mun in 1901
with the clear purpose of storing firearms, conducting riflery and aiding
escaping revolutionaries as they fled across the border. After the failure
of the New Army Uprising in Guangzhou, Tang Yam-nam (1846-1923)
then built a fortified structure at Leung Tseuk Hang Hau (later Long
Chok Tsuen), Ha Pak Nai as a base of operations to complement the
Castle Peak Farm.
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Location of the fortified structure at Ha Pak Nai, Yuen Long

Ha Pak Nai is located at Nim Wan, Yuen Long, overlooking Deep Bay.
Sparsely populated in the early 20th century and characterised by long
mudflats and woods along the coast, the area offered an excellent refuge.
When the revolutionaries failed in the uprisings in Guangzhou, they were
able to flee over the water to Nim Wan to find sanctuary in the fortified
structure and the vicinity, which could also be reached by land or sea
from the Castle Peak Farm if it was at risk of being raided.
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Architecturally, the fortified structure is a grey-brick, two-storey,
rectangular building with a mezzanine floor between the first floor and
the roof. The outer wall features embrasures for defence. A house once
adjoined the fortified structure's existing facade, but was reportedly
demolished around the 1930s. The first floor windows on the existing
facade were originally doors connecting the two buildings. The brick
foundations of the adjoining house are still recognizable in the
foreground of the fortified structure. A rice mill and a sugar refinery were
once located nearby, but they were demolished years ago.

The fortified structure at Ha Pak Nai was
declared a monument in June 2011 and is
now protected by the Antiquities and
Monuments Ordinance.
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The side door on ground floor had been
converted to a window before restoration
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Remnants of the original door at a
window on the first floor were revealed
during restoration
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The brick foundations of the original
adjoining house are still retained in the
foreground
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Map showing uprisings in the Mainland organised in Hong Kong from 1895 to 1911
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(Source: Ng Lun Ngai-ha et al. ed., Historical Traces of Sun Yat-sen's Activities in Hong Kong, Macao and Overseas.)
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Hong Kong and the Revolutionary Movement in the Late Qing Dynasty

The rule of imperial Qing dynasty over Hong Kong ended in 1841 when
the territory became a British colony. Located in the south of China,
Hong Kong not only developed into an important entrepot for Britain in
the Far East, but its special situation allowed it to play a significant role
in the revolutionary movement in the late Qing dynasty.

Dr Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925) and the revolutionaries used Hong Kong as
a base to organise societies and, under the cloak of commercial firms, to
gather revolutionaries, promote revolution and raise funds. They also
used the advantages that Hong Kong offered as a free trade port to
disseminate news, remit revolutionary funds raised overseas and
transport weapons by sea.

Of all the uprisings organised by the revolutionaries, at least eight from
1895 onwards used Hong Kong as their base of operations. For example,
the revolutionaries assembled in and weapons were purchased and
transported through Hong Kong for the Guangzhou Uprising in 1895.
The territory served as the base for planning, communication,
fundraising and other revolutionary activities in several subsequent
uprisings, and it also offered the revolutionaries somewhere to flee to, a
place where they were safe from arrest by the Qing government.

When the Hong Kong branch of the Tong Meng Hui (Chinese
Revolutionary Alliance) was founded in October 1905, it took over
responsibility for communicating party-related matters to the
southwestern provinces of China and various places in South America.
What’s more, the members of the Tong Meng Hui used Hong Kong as a
stopover on their way to Guangdong, Guangxi, Macau, Japan, Europe,
America and other countries in Southeast Asia.
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Revolutionary Activities of Tang Yam-nam
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Tang Yam-nam (1846-1923), also known as Tang Chung-shing and
Tang Sam-pak, originally came from Kaiping in Guangdong province.

Tang Yam-nam moved to Hawaii, where he found work in the sugar cane
plantation, rising to the position of foreman. He later became a
shareholder in a grocery store and a salt factory.

When Dr Sun Yat-sen founded the Xing Zhong Hui (Revive China
Society) in Honolulu in November 1894, Tang Yam-nam joined
immediately. One of his first acts in support of the revolution was to
liquidate his assets and donate them to Dr Sun, who had only limited
funds at the time. Also helped by contributions from his elder brother,
Sun Mei (1854-1915), Dr Sun raised about US$6,000 in total, which
provided the basic funding for the first Guangzhou Uprising.

Tang Yam-nam was due to take part in the Guangzhou Uprising in
October 1895, but it had to be failed when details of the plan were leaked.
To coincide with the Huizhou Uprising launched by Zheng Shiliang
(1863-1901) in 1900, Tang attempted to assassinate De Shou, the
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The eulogy of Tang Yam-nam compiled by Dr Sun Yat-sen

Governor of Guangdong and Guangxi and Viceroy of Guangdong. The
assassination failed, however, and after fleeing back to Hong Kong Tang
took on the management of the Castle Peak Farm, where he continued to
support the revolutionary movement.

When the Wunchang Uprising broke out in October 1911. Tang
Yam-nam organised a militia and seized Xin’an county in Guangdong.
After the Republic of China was established, Tang served in a variety of
government posts, including magistrate of Kaiping county, Guangdong.

Tang Yam-nam died of illness in Macau on 5 February 1923. His
remains were moved from Macau to the eastern outskirts of Guangzhou
and interred in the Xing Zhong Hui cemetery at Qi Bao Gang the
following year.
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When the China Daily was founded by Chen Shaobai and several compatriots, its office and

printing works were located at 24 Stanley Street in Central. Not long after the first issue of the
newspaper, it entered into a heated debate with Shangpao and other reformist newspapers. The

China Daily was published for 11 years and was primarily funded by Li Ki-tong and another
businessman, Lee Yok-tong (1850-1936).
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(Source of photograph: Ng Lun Ngai-ha et al. ed., Historical Traces of Sun Yat-sen's Activities in Hong Kong,

Macao and Overseas. )
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Revolutionary Activities of Li Ki-tong
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According to the Kui On Tong Genealogy of the Li Family, Li Ki-tong
(1874-1943) was formerly named Li Po-lun and was the third son of a
wealthy Hong Kong businessman, Li Sing (1830-1900). After Li Sing’s
death, Li Ki-tong inherited the Yilong bank and other parts of his father’s
estate.

Li Ki-tong first met Dr Sun Yat-sen in Hong Kong in 1895, and he joined
the Xing Zhong Hui in 1900. When Dr Sun travelled from Japan to
Vietnam in June of that year, his ship passed through Hong Kong, and
Yeung Ku-wan (1861-1901) arranged for Li to meet Dr Sun on board. Li
subsequently provided financial support for the revolutionary
movement, in particular donating funds to purchase weapons and assist
revolutionaries forced to flee after failed uprisings, such as the Huizhou
Uprising in 1900, the Guangzhou New Army Uprising in 1910 and the
Huanghuagang Uprising in 1911.

Founded by Chen Shaobai (1869-1934) in 1900 to promote the
revolution, the China Daily newspaper received massive funding for
many years from Li Ki-tong and a number of other contributors. In
addition, Li established the Castle Peak Farm at Tuen Mun to support the
revolution, and he also sponsored the Cai Nan Ge opera troupe to
promote revolution through Cantonese opera.

As one of the main sources of funding for Dr Sun Yat-sen’s cause, Li
Ki-tong made an essential contribution to the survival and eventual
success of the revolutionary movement. He went on to hold several posts
in the government of Guangdong province after the Republic of China
was established. He died of illness in Chongging, Sichuan in 1943.
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Please browse https://www.hkemobility.gov.hk to search the routes of different transportation
modes for pre-trip planning.
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The above information is for reference only, and is subject to change in accordance with the
announcement of relevant organisations.
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No. 55 Ha Pak Nai, Yuen Long
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Monday, Wednesday to Sunday 9am-1pm &2 pm-5pm

Closed on Tuesdays, Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's Day and the first three days of
Chinese New Year

&3 Enquiries
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Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre, Kowloon Park, Haiphong Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon
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