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Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall
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Ho Sheung Heung in the 1920s (Courtesy of the Public Records Office of the Government Records Service)

@ Hau Clan of Ho Sheung Heung, Sheung Shui <

Ho Sheung Heung is situated under the mountain of Pai Fung Leng in
the northwest of Shek Wu Hui, Sheung Shui, with Sheung Yue River
in the east, Kwu Tung in the south and Fung Kong in the west.
According to the 1688 edition of the Xin‘an Gazetter, the name of the
area, Ho Sheung Heung, used to be composed of different Chinese
characters that resulted in the same pronunciation.

The Hau clan of the New Territories first settled in Shanggu in the
middle and western parts of Hebei Province. In the Song dynasty
(960-1279), the clansmen emigrated southward, from Central Plains
to Guangdong. According to the genealogy of the Hau clan of Ho
Sheung Heung, in the late Northern Song dynasty (960-1127), Hau
Ng-long, the ancestor of Hau clan, decided to move from Panyu to
Baoan. In the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), his 11th generation
descendant, Hau Cheuk-fung, discovered that Ho Sheung Heung was
endowed with a vast tract of farmland irrigated by the nearby Sheung
Yue River. He decided to settle in this place and the Hau clan there has
a history of more than 600 years. Hau Cheuk-fung had six sons who
inhabited in various villages such as Ho Sheung Heung, Kam Tsin and
Yin Kong.

Ho Sheung Heung comprises four villages, including Nam Bin Wai,
Pak Bin Wai, Chung Sum Tsuen and Chong Yuen San Tsuen,
containing some heritage buildings, such as the declared monument
Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall. The Hau clan celebrates the Hung Shing
Festival on the 13th day of the second lunar month every year, and
villagers scramble for fa pau (paper floral tributes).
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Village houses in Ho Sheung Heung in the 1970s

(Courtesy of Information Services Department)
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Entrance of the Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall in 1976 bearing the name plaque of the

“Ho Kai Kindergarten” (circled in red)
(Courtesy of Information Services Department)

& Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall @

The Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall in Ho Sheung Heung was reputed to
be built in the late Ming dynasty. According to the genealogy of the
Hau clan, the Ancestral Hall was constructed to commemorate Hau
Ku-shek (1554-1628), the 17th generation ancestor of the Hau clan.
It remains one of Ho Sheung Heung'’s landmarks. The date inscribed
on the name plagque hanging over the main entrance suggests that the
Ancestral Hall underwent renovation around the 27th year of the
Qianlong reign (1762) during the Qing dynasty (1644-1911).

The Ancestral Hall is the Hau clan’s family ancestral hall where the
soul tablets of the ancestors are enshrined in the altar. It is a venue for
the villagers to worship their ancestors. The rear hall was once used
as a village school, with the upper floor serving as classrooms and the
ground floor providing accommodation for teachers. The school
was closed during the Second World War. In 1953, a new village
school known as “Ho Kai School” was established near the Ancestral
Hall. In its prime, the school had over 400 students and it was the
earliest subsidised primary school in Sheung Shui. After the Second
World War, the rear hall was once used as the Ho Kai Kindergarten
until the 1970s.

Nowadays, the Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall is still used by local villagers
for ancestor worship and as a venue for holding traditional ceremonies.
It also serves as a gathering and meeting place for clansmen.
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Soul tablets of the ancestors in the altar in the middle hall
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Floor plan of the Ancestral Hall
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The gable wall of
the rear hall in

“wok yee"” design
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Tuofeng (camel hump) decorated with the
story of “Zhaojun Departs the Frontier”

A2 Architectural Features ®

The Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall is a large-scale three-hall-two-courtyard
building. There are chambers at both sides of the front courtyard, a
kitchen on the right and a side chamber on the left. The ancestral altar
is placed in the middle hall while the rear hall is two storeys high.

The Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall is mainly constructed of grey bricks. The
drum platforms and doorframe at the facade are constructed of red
sandstones, a precious building material for traditional Chinese
buildings. The gables of the rear hall are in “wok yee” design not
commonly seen in local traditional buildings of the same type. The main
roof ridges are richly embellished with curled-up ends. The Ancestral
Hall's tuofeng (camel humps), fascia boards and tie beams are
decorated with exquisite carvings of auspicious motifs and folktales.
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Finely carved dougong and tuofeng (camel hump)
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Side chamber at the front courtyard
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Restoration in 1992
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Front courtyard and middle
hall after restoration

BE#NPE
The Ancestral Hall after restoration

A2 Restoration Works @

Under the supervision of the Antiquities and Monuments Office, the full
restoration of the Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall took place in 1992 and
2001. Major works items comprised repair and replacement of
defective roof components, restoration of wood carvings and
carpentry, restoration of plaster mouldings on ridges and parapet walls,
repair to plaques and couplets, and redecoration to internal and
external walls. With the original appearance of the Ancestral Hall
restored, a rehabilitation ceremony was held on 13 June 2001 to
celebrate the completion of the restoration project.

With the full support of the Hau clan in Ho Sheung Heung,
Sheung Shui, the Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall was declared a
monument on 19 December 2003 and is protected under the
Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance.
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Rehabilitation ceremony in 2001
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Pai Fung Temple %{

Hung Shing Temple

A 334 Public Transport
SBT ARG  AMEELBITEE -

BRIE AT RIS
Please browse the link below to search for the routes of different transportation
modes for pre-trip planning.

https://www.hkemobility.gov.hk
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_
The above information is for reference only, and is subject to change in
accordance with the announcement of relevant organisations.

ik Venue
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Ho Sheung Heung, Sheung Shui, New Territories

B BB Opening Hours
BH— =ZH LFIRETTFIRRTF2RESR
Ef= (RREHRRIN - BHA - BHZA - tEAREBEY—Z2Y=(KE
Monday, Wednesday to Sunday 9am -1 pm &2 pm -5 pm

Closed on Tuesdays (except public holidays), Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's

Day and the first three days of Chinese New Year

&7 Enquiries

2208 4488

= 27216216
@ https://www.amo.gov.hk
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