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Located in Kowloon Park, once the site of the British Army’s
Whitfield Barracks, the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre is
housed in two of the old barrack blocks, S61 and S62, which were
probably built in the late 1890s and which were later restored and
then converted into the Centre in 2005. It has the mission of
enhancing public awareness of our local heritage and its
preservation by presenting a variety of exhibitions and
educational activities.

JooooooooOoOOO0O000ooODDOoOo0oo0oo0ooooooDooD
Whitfield Barracks (circled) circa 1895, with some mat-shed buildings visible in the top
right of the photo.

After taking over Hong Kong Island and Kowloon in the
mid-nineteenth century, Britain established a number of military
complexes, one of which was Whitfield Barracks in Tsim Sha Tsui.
First set up as a temporary encampment in the early 1860s, it was
made permanent in 1890s and named after Major General H.W.
Whitfield, who had served as Commander of British Troops in
China, Hong Kong and the Straits Settlements from 1869 to 1874. By
1910, the complex was home to 85 buildings.

Starting in 1967, Whitfield Barracks was handed over in stages to
the government for redevelopment as a cultural and leisure
venue, and the site was eventually opened to the publicin 1970 as
Kowloon Park, with only the Kowloon West Il Battery and four
barrack blocks - S4, S58, S61 and S62 - preserved. Blocks S61 and
S62 were used from 1983 to 1998 as the temporary premises of the
Hong Kong Museum of History; an exhibition hall was built between
them in 1989. The blocks were restored by the Antiquities and
Monuments Office in 2003 and subsequently developed into the
Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre in 2005.

goooooooooo
Overview of the Hong Kong
Heritage Discovery Centre
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The Hong Kong Regiment, made up of Indian troops, parading at Whitfield Barracks,
circa 1897.

O000ocOdOogoooonono
Whitfield Barracks in the 1960s

ObbdeoObOOODOOOOOOOOOOODOODOOODOOOOODOO
View of the newly completed Kowloon Park in 1970. The four blocks of Whitfield Barracks
that have been preserved can be clearly identified.
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An aerial view of Whitfield Barracks, 1964, the two circled barracks are Blocks S61 and S62. gooooboboboobbbooooo
ooooooo Blocks S61 and S62 were used as the temporary premises of the Hong Kong Museum of History

Courtesy of the Lands Department from 1983 to 1989, with an entrance hall and ticket office built between them.
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Whitfield Barracks was designed along the lines of the standard
British military barracks of the twentieth century. Early buildings
constructed by the British in Hong Kong imitated the architecture
prevalent in Britain at the time, but were adapted to Hong Kong’s
hot and humid climate through the use of local techniques
and materials.

Blocks S61 and S62 are a pair of two-storey military blocks in
simple style. They are featured with pitched tarred Chinese tiled
roofs and deep flattened arch colonnaded verandahs at each
elevation, and with wooden shutters as sun shading devices, to
lower the room temperature and humidity of the tropical climate.
The windows facing south are larger, while those facing north
and west are smaller such that lighting and ventilation coming
from the south could be maximised and the influence of adverse
weather from other directions could be minimised. The ceilings of
the buildings are rather high with raised semi-basement, which
facilitate better internal ventilation.

Originally, six barrack blocks were built parallel to each other,
among which Blocks S58, S61 and S62 are similar in architectural style.
S4is used as the Health Education Exhibition and Resource Centre.

se10dse20 0000 OOOOOOODDOOOO
The design of Blocks S61 and S62 was typical of military buildings constructed by
the British.

Ooooooooo
Deep flattened arch
colonnaded verandah

oooooooo
Raised semi-basement under
colonnaded verandah

gooooobobooooboobo
Pitched tarred Chinese tiled roof
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The later added structure erected between Blocks S61 and $S62
was demolished and a courtyard was reconstructed, blending with
its surroundings.
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The front elevation of the extension building was converted into a glass curtain wall to
create an airy and spacious atmosphere.
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The main entrance was relocated
to look onto Haiphong Road.
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The preserved brass gate from the
former HSBC headquarters building
was installed at the entrance to the
Thematic Exhibition Gallery.
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Commencing in 2003, the restoration works aims to restore Blocks
S61 and S62 of Whitfield Barracks to their original appearance
while also converting them into a building with modern exhibition
and education facilities. The ticket office of the former Hong Kong
Museum of History was demolished and the main entrance
relocated back to its original position on the facade of Block S61
looking onto Haiphong Road. An outdoor cafeteria was added to
the forecourt to provide a feeling of comfort and space. Moreover,
the sealed windows were opened up again, but with steel window
frames now installed, to let in more sunlight. The front elevation of
the exhibition hall was converted into a glass curtain wall to create
a spacious and welcoming atmosphere inside the foyer.

The restoration project received positive responses from the public
and professional bodies alike, winning the Special Architectural
Award - Heritage at the 2005 Hong Kong Institute of Architects
Annual Awards and garnering the Jury Commendation for
Innovation in the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Culture
Heritage Conservation in 2007.
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Adaptive Re-use
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The Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre occupies an area of
about 3700 square metres, is a vivid example of sustainable
architecture in Hong Kong. It not only preserves two Grade 1 historic
buildings constructed in the early history of Hong Kong and saves
them from disappearing forever in our ever evolving society, but
also serves as an education centre for the promotion of local
heritage to the general public and future generations.

The centre has been open to the public since October 2005 and is
home to exhibition galleries, a lecture hall, activity rooms, a
conference room and a reference library. It also organises a variety
of education activities, including guided tours, lectures, workshops, ; - ’ .
seminars and field trips, which enable the public to gain a better 3 ~HaLle - e B

understanding of the Hong Kong’s heritage. 0000000000000 00OD000oDOoDOoDOoOooOo
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The ‘Explore Our Heritage’ exhibition in the Permanent Exhibition
Gallery focuses on the archaeology and built heritage in Hong Kong.
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The Reference Library provides reference materials on subjects such as Hong Kong
history, archaeology, heritage conservation, museology and architecture.

gooobooboooboooooooooo
Archaeological workshops provide participants with a greater understanding of
excavation work.

ooonooooooonoonoooooooonoon . 00000000000000000000000000000000000
Public lectures are Organlse_d regularl_y in the Lecturg Hall to foster a greater community The historical photographs are provided by the Hong Kong Museum of History, Government Records
awareness and understanding of heritage preservation. Service, the Hong Kong Public Records Office and the Information Services Department.
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Location Map of Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre
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Coach drop-off/pick-up point
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Mini Soccer Pitch

Kowloon Park
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Extibition & Sculpture Walk Chinese Garden Tsim Sha Tsui
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00O0AL0D by NELEEEHAD
Station Exit AL ;ﬁ?ﬂ’é Nathan Road =-»> Entrances / Exits of Kowloon Park

A 3348 Public Transport
BAEATEN BB T AR - DMETRLAEIFTIE o

Please browse the link below to search for the routes of different
transportation modes for pre-trip planning.

https:.//www.hkemobility.gov.hk
A FERRABRE - EER - AEBREEAMIELE -

The above information is for reference only, and is subject to change in
accordance with the announcement of the relevant organisations.
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Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre, Kowloon Park, Haiphong Road,
Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon

B EFRE Opening Hours

ER—Z=KA LFI0RETF6k

EHN - ARARRKRY EF10RBER E76

BRI RRBFERS EFI08RE T F58
EER (ARBRARIN) - BEFY)— RV ZIKE
Monday to Wednesday and Friday 10 am -6 pm
Saturday, Sunday and public holidays 10am -7 pm
Christmas Eve and Chinese New Year's Eve 10 am -5 pm

Closed on Thursdays (except public holidays) and the first two days of
Chinese New Year

& Enquiries

2208 4488

= 27216216

@ https://www.amo.gov.hk

© 2025 EH¥E I ER Antiquities and Monuments Office
AR - ARASFTAIMSEIED - £k #E# - All rights reserved.
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