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Located in Kowloon Park, once the site of the British Army’s
Whitfield Barracks, the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre is
housed in two of the old barrack blocks, S61 and S62, which were
probably built in the late 1890s and which were later restored and
then converted into the centre in 2005. It has the mission of
enhancing public awareness of our local heritage and how it is
preserved by presenting a variety of exhibitions and educational
activities.
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Wh|tf|e|d Barracks circa 1895 (circled), with some mat-shed buildings visible in the top
right of the photo

After taking over Hong Kong Island and Kowloon in the middle of
the 19th century, Britain asserted its control over its new colony by
establishing a number of military complexes, one of which was
Whitfield Barracks in Tsim Sha Tsui. First set up as a temporary
encampment in the early 1860s, it was made permanent in 1890s
and named after Major General H.W. Whitfield, who had served as
Commander of British Troops in China, Hong Kong and the Straits
Settlements from 1869 to 1874. By 1910, the complex was home to
more than 85 buildings.

Starting in 1967, Whitfield Barracks was handed over in stages to
the government for redevelopment as a cultural and leisure
venue, and the site was eventually opened to the publicin 1970 as
Kowloon Park, with only the Kowloon West Il Battery and four
barrack blocks - S4, S58, S61 and S62 - preserved. Blocks S61 and
S62 were used from 1983 to 1998 as the temporary premises of the
Hong Kong Museum of History; an exhibition hall was built between
them in 1989. The blocks were restored by the Antiquities and
Monuments Office in 2003 and subsequently developed into the
Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre in 2005.
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Overview of the Hong Kong Heritage Discove
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Whitfield Barracks in the 1960s
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An aerial view of Whitfield Barracks, 1964, the circled two Barracks are Blocks S61 and S62
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The Hong Kong Regiment, made up of Indian troops, parading at Whitfield Barracks
circa 1897
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View of the newly completed Kowloon Park in 1970. The four blocks of Whitfield Barracks
that have been preserved can be clearly identified.
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Blocks S61 and S62 were used as the temporary premises of the Hong Kong Museum of History
from 1983 to 1989, with an entrance hall and ticket office built between them.
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Whitfield Barracks was designed along the lines of the standard
British military barracks of the twentieth century. Early colonial
buildings in Hong Kong imitated the architecture prevalent in
Britain at the time, but were adapted to Hong Kong’s hot and
humid climate through the use of local techniques and materials,
and Whitfield Barracks represents a fine example of how the British
colonial architectural style was combined with local structural
features to take into account of Hong Kong’s environment.

Blocks S61 and S62 are a pair of two-storey Victorian colonial
military blocks in simple style. They are featured with pitched tarred
Chinese tiled roofs and deep flattened arch colonnaded
verandahs at each elevation, and with wooden shutters as sun
shading devices, to lower the room temperature and humidity of
the tropical climate. The windows facing south are larger, while
those facing north and west are smaller such that lighting and
ventilation coming from the south could be maximized and the
influence of adverse weather from other directions could be
minimized. The ceilings of the buildings are rather high with raised
semi-basement, which facilitate better internal ventilation.

Originally, six barrack blocks were built parallel to each other,
among which Blocks S58, S61 and S62 are similar in architectural
style. Block S58 is used as the store of the Hong Kong Museum of
History, while S4 is used as the Health Education Exhibition and
Resource Centre.
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The design of Blocks S61 and S62 was typical of Victorian colonial military buildings.
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Deep flattened arch
colonnaded verandah
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Raised semi-basement under
colonnaded verandah
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Pitched tarred Chinese tiled roof
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The structure erected between Blocks $61 and S62 was demolished and a
courtyard was reconstructed, blending with its surroundings.
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The front elevation of the extension building was converted into a glass curtain wall to
create an airy and spacious atmosphere.
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The main entrance was relocated
to look onto Haiphong Road.
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The preserved brass gate from the
former HSBC headquarters building was
installed at the entrance to the
Thematic Exhibition Gallery.

Commenced in 2003, the restoration works aims to restore Blocks
S61 and S62 of Whitfield Barracks to their original appearance while
also converting them into a building with modern exhibition and
education facilities. The ticket office of the former Hong Kong
Museum of History was demolished and the main entrance
relocated back to its original position on the facade of Block S61
looking onto Haiphong Road. An outdoor cafeteria was added to
the forecourt to provide a feeling of comfort and space.
Moreover, the sealed windows were opened up again, but with
steel window frames now installed, to let in more sunlight. The front
elevation of the exhibition hall was converted into a glass curtain
wall to create a spacious and welcoming atmosphere inside the
foyer.

The restoration project received a positive response from the
public and professional bodies alike, winning the Special
Architectural Award - Heritage at the 2005 Hong Kong Institute of
Architects Annual Awards and garnering the Jury Commendation
for Innovation in the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for
Culture Heritage Conservation in 2007.
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The Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre is an excellent example
of sustainable architecture in Hong Kong. It not only preserves two
historic buildings constructed in the early colonial days and saves
them from disappearing forever in our ever evolving society, but
also serves as an education centre for the promotion of local
heritage to the general public and future generations.

The centre has been open to the public since October 2005 and is
home to exhibition galleries, a lecture hall, activity rooms, a
conference room and a reference library. It also organises a
variety of education activities, including guided tours, lectures,
workshops, seminars and field trips, which enable the public to gain
a better insight into Hong Kong’s heritage.
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The Reference Library provides reference materials on subjects such as Hong Kong
history, archaeology, heritage conservation, museology and architecture.
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Archaeological workshops provide participants
with a greater understanding of excavation
work.
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The ‘Explore Our Heritage’ exhibition in the Permanent Exhibition Gallery focuses on
archaeology and built heritage.
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Public lectures are organised regularly in the Lecture Hall to foster a greater community
awareness and understanding of heritage preservation.
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The historical photographs are provided by the Hong Kong Museum of History, the Hong Kong
Public Records Office, Government Records Service and the Information Services Department.
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Bird Lake Hong Kong Heritage Sports Centre
Discovery Centre
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Sculpture Walk Tsim Sha Tsui
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Entrances / Exits of Kowloon Park

Police Station

A # XX 8 Public Transport

7588 MTR
RYPIEUL / ARV Tsim Sha Tsui Station / East Tsim Sha Tsui Station ‘
JLE KMB

1,1A,2,6,7,9,12, 13X, 14X, 26, 35A, 41A, 81C, 87D, 98D, 203C, 208, 213X, 215X,
219X, 224X, 234X, 260X, 268B, 269B, 270A, 271, 280X, 281A, 296D

[ 973 |

E4/NE Green Minibus (GMB)
[3,6,77M,78 |
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The above transport information is for reference only, and is subject to change in accordance with the transport
companies or the Transport Department.
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Kowloon Park, Haiphong Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon

[ BaBkEERI Opening Hours
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Monday to Wednesday, Friday: 10 am -6 pm
EHR - ARARBE ¢ L1085 E K E7RF
Saturday, Sunday and public holidays: 10am-7 pm
BRI R=ERERS 1085 2= T 450

Christmas Eve & Chinese New Year’s Eve: 10 am -5 pm

28N (ARBHBRS) ~ BEFEY—RIAE
Closed on Thursdays (except public holidays), and the first two days of
the Chinese New Year

=M Enquiries

NEERAIE Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre
B NEAR Kowloon Park, Haiphong Road,

BB XY ANEE Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon

B aE: 2208 4488 Tel: 2208 4488

EH: 27216216 Fax: 2721 6216

494k https://www.amo.gov.hk Website: https:/www.amo.gov.hk
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