Leung Ancestral Hall
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Aerial photo of Yuen Kong Tsuen in 1956
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Aerial photo of Yuen Kong Tsuen in 2005
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Aerial photo of Yuen Kong Tsuen in 1961
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Present view of Yuen Kong Tsuen

Yuen Kong Tsuen

The Leungs came originally from Dongguan of Guangdong
province. Led by Leung Kwok-chor, the 12th generation
ancestor, the Leung clan migrated to the New Territories
during the 17th and 18th century. His son, Leung Tai-shing,
finally settled in Pat Heung, Yuen Long and established Yuen
Kong Tsuen there, which explains why the Leung Ancestral
Hall is now owned by Leung Tai-shing Tso.



Yuen Kong Tsuen was so named owing to its topography.
According to local villagers, originally there was a round
mound at the back of Yuen Kong Rural Committee Office. The
village was subsequently known as Yuen Kong, which literally
means “a round mound”. With the expansion of the village,
the mound was leveled to make way for the present
playground and the village was later renamed as the present
Yuen (a different Chinese character which has the same
pronunciation but does not mean “round” any more) Kong
Tsuen.

Yuen Kong Tsuen is a multi-clan village with more than ten
different surnames. Apart from the majority Leungs, others
include the Wongs, Tangs, Lees and Lams. Only the Leungs
have their own ancestral hall in the village.

Due to rural development in recent years, many old houses in
Yuen Kong Tsuen have either been rebuilt or demolished.
Apart from the Leung Ancestral Hall, Chung Shing Kung (All
Saints Temple) is another historic building in the area. The
history of the village is witnessed by an old bell inside the
temple which dated back to the 15th year of Qianlong reign
(1750) of the Qing dynasty. The temple was rebuilt in 1903
followed by a substantial renovation in 1972.
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Present view of Chung Shing Kung (All Saints Temple)
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Leung Ancestral Hall before restoration
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Floor plan of Leung Ancestral Hall
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NP ERmE, U ERE - BEENRBIESHLIIEIE ~ H Built by the Leung clan of Yuen Kong Tsuen, Pat Heung, the
Bt EAERENEFEEATE it EE Leung Ancestral Hall, situated to the north-west of the
ENE R REBALes o village, has a history of about 200 years. The Leung Ancestral
Hall is among a few historic buildings remaining in the
A FERAEEGIHSE * ZM village. Today, the Leung Ancestral Hall is still used to hold

Aotz =0 R VA Fo R A =t traditional ceremonies such as ancestral worship and lantern
HEETORIEAEY > e ceremony, and as a meeting place for clansmen.
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Kitchen (left) and chamber on both sides of the courtyard
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Name plaque above the main entrance and couplets
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The Leung Ancestral Hall is a typical Qing vernacular
building having a layout of two-hall-one-courtyard. Side
chambers are located at both sides of the courtyard. The right
- side chamber houses a kitchen, which was once used for
R cooking basin meals during festive events.

Chinese murals
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Plaster mouldings on the ridge

Fascia board
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Decorative plaster mouldings



The building is characterised by its solemn facade
constructed of the granite block base and the brick wall
complete with finely carved fascia boards and traditional
Chinese murals on the top. The stone lintel above the main
entrance is engraved with the name of the ancestral hall. The
roof ridges are decorated with plastered motifs of auspicious
animals and patterns like plums, peony, lotus and dragon
fish, and its gable walls are adorned with delicate leafy
mouldings.

The wooden altar housing the ancestral tablets is placed at the
main bay of the main hall. The altar is richly decorated with
wood carvings of stylised plants such as plums, bamboo,
peony, peach and lotus which represent different seasons to
signify the flourishing growth of descendants.
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Wooden altar in the main hall
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Present view of Leung Ancestral Hall
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] Heritage expert conducting cartographic
@ survey for the Leung Ancestral Hall

XHMERIEERRAEE

Heritage expert making drawings
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| Workers laying roof tiles at the front hall
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Restoration work in progress
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The front hall before and after
restoration. Flooding problem on the
courtyard has been resolved.

E1ERTRAYIERE @ #EEE LAY IRR S HIFR -
The main hall before and after restoration. Modern paint on
internal walls has been removed. |
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The roof and truss system at the kitchen
before and after restoration




Restoration Works

As the Leung Ancestral Hall had not been properly
maintained for a long time since the 1960s, the building
suffered from water leakage, flooding and termite problems.
Part of the roof of the left side chamber has collapsed. The
screen door at the front hall was lost, leaving only the door
frame.

Restoration of the Leung Ancestral Hall was completed in
2006 under the supervision of the Antiquities and
Monuments Office and the Architectural Services
Department. The scope of works mainly included
replacement of defective timber components as well as
internal and external refurbishment. The Leung Ancestral
Hall is now as splendid as in the past with such social
functions as ancestral worship being continued there.

With the support of the Leung clan, the Leung Ancestral Hall
was declared a historical building on 17 November 2006
under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance.
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Rehabilitation ceremony: lion dance
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Rehabilitation ceremony: basin meals
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Location Plan of Leung Ancestral Hall
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AH B Public Transport
5 B Ehttps://www.hkemobility.govhkiE Z R B T B R IK4R + LAETESE
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Please browse https://www.hkemobility.gov.hk to search the routes of different
transportation modes for pre-trip planning.

A FERRABSE - AENR - EREIEAMIEE -
The above information is for reference only, and is subject to change in accordance with
the announcement of relevant organisations.
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Monday, Wednesday to Sunday 9am-1pm &2 pm-5pm

Closed on Tuesdays, Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's Day and the first three
days of Chinese New Year

&3 Enquiries
BRI IEE I BN R E BB X R AR
Hong Kong Heritage Dlscovery Centre, Kowloon Park, Haiphong Road, Tsim Sha Tsui,
Kowloon

2208 4488
= 27216216
& https//www.amogov.hk
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