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Lighthouses in
Hong Kong
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No lighthouse was existed in Hong Kong before the mid-19th
century. In 1867, the British naval surveyor, Commander Reed,
was instructed to investigate suitable locations for lighthouses
to cover the port approaches to Hong Kong, but the proposal
was not further pursued. With the opening of the Suez Canal in
1869 came further impetus to develop trade, the idea of
constructing lighthouses was once again raised. As reported
by the Harbour Master in March 1873, the governmemt chose
the sites of Cape D’Aguilar, Green Island and Cape Collinson.
Construction works were then commenced including those of
other lighthouses built along the approaches. Before the
Second World War, there were seven lighthouses in total in
Hong Kong, five of which have been declared as monuments.

Lighthouses indeed played the significant role in the early
maritime trade of Hong Kong by facilitating the safe passage
of maritime traffic.
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The base and the arched
doorway of Cape D’Aguilar
Lighthouse in fine masonry
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Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse
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Cape D’Aguilar at the southeast of Hong Kong Island

The existing illuminating
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apparatus on top ©
of the lighthouse
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Masonry circular staircase in
the lighthouse

Situated on Cape D’Aguilar on the southeast shore of Hong Kong
Island, Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse is the territory’s oldest surviving
lighthouse.

Named after Major-General Sir George Charles D’Aguilar, Cape
D’Aguilar Lighthouse was put into service on 16 April 1875. The
illuminating apparatus was a fixed Dioptric of the first order
emitting a white light. The focal plane of the light stood 200 feet
above mean sea level, and in clear weather could be seen at a
distance of 23 nautical miles. With the commencement of
operation of Waglan Island Lighthouse in 1893, Cape D’Aguilar
Lighthouse became superfluous and was thus discontinued in
1896. In 1905, the disused first-order light was removed from Cape
D’Aguilar and, together with the light apparatus, was transferred
to Green Island to replace the fourth-order light. It was not until
1975 that the lantern of Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse was re-lit and
automated. The existing structure is a white, 9.7-metre high round
granite tower. The tower base, the arched doorway and the
circular staircase are of fine masonry. The door is made of iron
and is crowned with a geometric decoration.

Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse was declared a monument in 2006.
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Rear side of the lighthouse
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New and Old Green Island Li g hthouses comprises two lighthouses, a former European staff quarters and

a former keeper’s house. Both Green Island Lighthouses have
served thousands of vessels approaching Hong Kong from the
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Green Island and Little Green Island opposing the west end of
Hong Kong Island

(k) & (B) SMEENINR
K Exterior of the new (left) and old (right)
¢ Green Island Lighthouses



Green Island Lighthouse started operation on 1 July 1875, about
three months after Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse was established.
The illuminating apparatus at the outset was a fixed Dioptic of
the fourth order emitting both red and green light. The focal
plane of the light stood 95 feet above mean sea level and was
visible at a distance of 14 miles in clear weather. The old
lighthouse is a 12-metre tall small circular tower constructed of
granite with projected rock-faced quoins distinguishing its
doorway. Two cross-shaped openings in its wall provide
ventilation and indoor illumination, resembling those found in
mediaeval European castles.
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Roof of the old Green
Island Lighthouse
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Cross-shaped opening on the

wall of the old Green Island
Lighthouse
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Old Green Island Lighthouse
constructed in 1875
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New Green Island Lighthouse constructed in 1905
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Spiral staircase made of fine masonry  Decoration of the exterior of the
in the new Green Island Lighthouse new Green Island Lighthouse

In 1901, there was a plan to move the lantern of Cape D’Aguilar
Lighthouse to Green Island. To accommodate the Cape
D’Aguilar light apparatus, a higher and larger tower was
necessary. The construction of a new lighthouse adjacent to the
old one on Green Island commenced in 1904 and was
completed the following year. Made of concrete and granite,
the new circular tower stood about 17.5 metres high and had a
steel lantern on its top. The whole structure is painted white to
increase its visibility to mariners and to provide thermal insulation
and protection to the structure itself. The spiral staircase is of fine
masonry with beautiful railings while the entrance and window
form segmental arches with ornamental plaster mouldings. The
new lighthouse was fully automated in the 1970s.

The Green Island Lighthouse Compound was declared a
monument in 2008.
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Waglan Lighthouse
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Waglan Island at the southeast of Hong Kong
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Exterior of Waglan Lighthouse
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Interior of the lighthouse

Situated on Waglan Island on the southeast of Hong Kong, Waglan
Lighthouse acted not only as a navigation aid, but also an outpost
where weather information on the eastern corner of the territory
was collected and analysed by the Hong Kong Observatory.

In the late 19th century, a proposal for the construction of
lighthouses at the two main approaches to Hong Kong, Gap
Rock Island and Waglan Island, was raised again. Waglan
Lighthouse was constructed by a French company for the
Chinese Maritime Customs Service and entered into operation
on 10 May 1893. When first opened, the lighthouse was
equipped with a state of the art First Order Light, burning mineral
oil with a rotating apparatus floating on mercury, which
eliminated friction and permitted revolutions as frequent as once
every 15 seconds. It was one of the only two modern pieces of
equipment introduced and installed in Asian waters at that time.
Waglan Lighthouse was initially run by the Chinese Maritime
Customs Service. Following the lease of the New Territories in
1898, control of the lighthouse was eventually transferred to the
Hong Kong Government on 1 January 1901. During the Second
World War, Waglan Lighthouse was extensively damaged.
Repairs took place after 1945 and the lighthouse has been
unmanned and automated since 1989. The red and white
Waglan Lighthouse stands 16 metres high and is constructed of
cast iron.

Waglan Lighthouse was declared a monument in 2000.
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The existing illuminating apparatus on top of the lighthouse
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Tang Lung Chau Lighthouse

BEMNEBUREEMRENNSEEMN (RERES) © thiZ
RIKPIKE - RIBRIREEIE °

BEMNBEER—N—-FOBZ+NBMMA  §11.8% ' M
B REMN - BRE B2 IFEaeRt o Rk R
BRPDRRBRE - MENBEECEEEREBIEZNEE
BE - RRERS © BB ~ RAREYE - @RS LIHIBFHKX
RNEIKHE - Bt R ERUWERK » B3INAMTEKFE
BA - BIFEIECNABERF  BRIKEMT -

BEMBIER_OOOFIREESIE °

Situated on Tang Lung Chau (originally named Kap Sing Island),
a smalll island to the south of Ma Wan in Kap Shui Mun, Tang Lung
Chau Lighthouse is also known as Kap Sing Lighthouse.

Tang Lung Chau Lighthouse was put into service on 29 April 1912.
It is a skeletal steel tower standing 11.8 metres high crowned with
a white lantern. The steel tower and light apparatus were
obtained from England. The adjoining brick light keeper’s house
has a bedroom, a kitchen, a latrine and a store room. Rainwater
was collected from the roof and diverted into an underground
tank for use as there was no spring or fresh water supply on the
island. The Lighthouse is now unmanned and automated.

Tang Lung Chau Lighthouse was declared a monument in 2000.
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ang Lung Chau at the south of Ma Wan
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The existing illuminating apparatus
on top of the lighthouse
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Exterior of Tang Lung Chau
Lighthouse

BIEZBHEE
The quarters adjacent to
the lighthouse
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Location Map of Lighthouses which are
Declared Monuments in Hong Kong

EN #2854 (1875)
Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse (1875)
Pl E5MNBBRIAEMEE (1875 K& 1905)
Old and New Green Island Lighthouses (1875 & 1905)

E] ERER (1893)
Waglan Lighthouse (1893)

PN EEEMNEE (1912)
Tang Lung Chau Lighthouse (1912)
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Figures in the brackets are the operation years of the lighthouses
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All lighthouses are under the management of the Marine Department

except the old Green Island Lighthouse. For security and operational
reasons, all lighthouses are not open to the public.
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