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Sheung Shui Heung
in 1963
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Sheung Shui Heung in 2012

Liu Chung-kit, the founding ancestor of the Liu clan of Sheung Shui,
migrated from Fujian province to Guangdong province in the middle
of the Yuan dynasty (1271-1368). Initially settling in Tuen Mun and
then in the village of Futian, north of the Shenzhen River, he finally
put down roots in the area around the Sheung Yue River, from where
his descendants later spread far and wide.

In the late sixteenth century, two clan members of the seventh and
eighth generations, both geomancers, came to the conclusion that the
unification of the lineage was a prerequisite for the clan to thrive. They
therefore drew up plans and chose a site for the establishment of what
is now known as Wai Loi Tsuen. The walls and moat around Wai Loi
Tsuen were constructed between 1646 and 1647 to protect the
residents against bandits and pirates in the vicinity. The village was
divided into four wards of different sizes and was occupied by three
kinship units. By 1688, the clan numbered about 500 members. As the
population grew and public order in the area improved, clan members
began to settle outside the walls, and the hamlets of Po Sheung Tsuen,
Chung Sum Tsuen, Mun Hau Tsuen, Tai Yuen Tsuen, Sheung Pak
Tsuen, Ha Pak Tsuen and Hing Yan Tsuen, which are today known
collectively with Wai Loi Tsuen as Sheung Shui Heung, were all
founded between 1819 and 1898.

The wealth and influence of the Liu clan reached its apogee in the
eighteenth century, and this was reflected both in the construction of the
main ancestral hall, the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall, as well as in
the massive numbers of clan members who succeeded in passing the
imperial civil service examination, an honour that was achieved by 47
members according to the clan’s genealogy. The clan continued to
prosper in the nineteenth century, and two more ancestral halls were
built. Liu Hung, an important clan member, participated in the
compilation of the Xin’an Gazetteer in 1819 and managed to edit
the Liu genealogy.
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Honorary plaques hanging at the rear hall of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall
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Ancestor worship in the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall in March 2006

Built in early years of the Yongzheng reign (1723-1735) and later
restored in the Qianlong reign (1736—1795) in the Qing dynasty, the Liu
Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall is the largest ancestral hall of the Liu
clan of Sheung Shui. Literally meaning 10,000 shi (from shek, which
was a unit for measuring grain), the name “Man Shek” dates back to the
Song dynasty (960—-1279). It is believed that a distant ancestor of the
clan, Liu Kong, and his four sons were all high government officials
who each earned an annual salary of 2,000 shi of cereal, thus 10,000 shi
in total, and their descendants named the ancestral hall “Liu Man Shek
Tong” in their honour. Renovation was undertaken in the seventeenth
year of the Guangxu reign (1891) in the Qing dynasty.

In 1932, the ancestral hall was converted into a primary school to
provide modern education. The ancestral hall was partitioned, the walls
were plastered and painted and most of the notable characters of this
elegant building were destroyed. The school moved to new premises on
Jockey Club Road in Sheung Shui in 1974.

The Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall is an important building for the
Liu clan, and ceremonies worshipping their ancestors are held here
every year in spring and autumn.
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Exterior of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall before restoration
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Floor plan of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall

BEasE = =fHEREY  ZmEkk > HiAE

KRR EE A - B R > K K% BEE
FHHER BEMZLHPRMEREHEESE  EHURL

2 o 2R B BRI R S BURAE o R T RUA AR AR AR
SCHE o BEEMAT MR AN o (A BB R T U A -
MEZEENTEIRAZENIAD O HEEME - BH
TERIEAR I R o

K%Eiﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁk%ﬂiﬂﬁﬁ%%*@% GE
o WA BRI B R SRR 0 a8 BT iR AR UUR A R R
%ﬂ>?%ﬁkiﬁ§

REM M EAT

Rows of soul tablets enshrined at the rear hall
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Fascia board carved with traditional auspicious motifs

The ancestral hall is a three-hall-three-bay building with two courtyards.
The altar is located in the rear hall and bears rows of soul tablets. The
whole building is richly embellished with plaster mouldings, wood
carvings and murals of auspicious motifs. The tiled roofs are supported
on stone and wooden columns and an intricate system of carved wooden
trusses and brackets. These distinctive features give the building a
spacious and impressive character. The use of red sandstone, which was
avaluable building material at the time the hall was built, bears testimony
to the wealth and prestige of the clan.

The Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall is not only one of the largest
ancestral halls in Hong Kong, but is also one of the finest traditional
Chinese buildings in the territory. Thanks to the ardent support of the Liu
clan, the hall is well preserved and managed, allowing everybody an
opportunity to appreciate the hall.
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The middle hall is embellished with exquisite wood carvings
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Interior of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall before restoration
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The rear hall of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall before restoration

In 1983, a committee comprising members of the Liu clan, representatives
of the North District Office, the Antiquities and Monuments Office and
other government departments was set up to organise the restoration
project for the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall. The project costed
approximately $1,000,000 in total, $300,000 of which came from the
government and the rest provided by the clan. The first phase of the
work commenced in November 1984, and the whole project was
completed in late 1985. The ancestral hall
was declared a monument under the Antiquities
and Monuments Ordinance in the same year.
To mark the rehabilitation of the building,
a ceremony was held on 1 March 1986, at
which Lady Pamela Youde, the wife of the then
governor Sir Edward Youde, officiated. With a
view to conserving the monument, several
restoration and repair works to the ancestral
hall were carried out by the Government over
the years, including the incline-rectification
and structural repair at middle hall and central
courtyard walls completed in 2023.
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Workers restoring the
roof structure of the
middle hall in 1994
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The front hall and courtyard under restoration in 1984
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The middle hall under
restoration in 1994
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The middle hall under
restoration in 2016
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A 3B Public Transport
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Please browse the link below to search for the routes of different transportation
modes for pre-trip planning.

https:/www.hkemobility.gov.hk
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The above information is for reference only, and is subject to change in
accordance with the announcement of relevant organisations.
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Mun Hau Tsuen, Sheung Shui, New Territories

B B BEE Opening Hours
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Monday, Wednesday to Sunday 9am -1 pm &2 pm -5 pm
Closed on Tuesdays (except public holidays), Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's

Day and the first three days of Chinese New Year

&3 Enquiries

2208 4488
= 27216216
@ https://www.amo.gov.hk

© 2025 EYEEMER Antiquities and Monuments Office
HRAERTA + ARAERF RIS EIED - BikskEFH o Al rights reserved.

| | woemnEs
' Antiquities and
L Monuments Office



