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Location of Tuen Mun as shown in the Guangdong Annals
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An aerial photograph showing Tuen Mun in 1964 (Photo provided by the Survey and Mapping Office, Lands Department)




Neolithic Period Historical Periods

(circa 4000 BC — 1500 BC)

The Bronze Age

(circa 1500 BC — 221 BC)

No cultural remains of the Han dynasty had ever been found in Tuen
Mun in the past. Until recent years, sealed pottery pots typical of the period
were unearthed in both Lung Kwu Sheung Tan and So Kwun Wat
archaeological sites. In 2000, a total of over 100 bronze coins, Ban Liang
and Wuzhu, were discovered in the Han dynasty hoard at the So Kwun
Wat archaeological site. Found among the piles of coins were sherds of
bamboo mats and linen pieces as well, which are particularly precious.
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Excavation in progress, So Kwun Wat
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Yung Long
archaeological site,
1992
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Excavation in progress,
B Lung Kwu Tan

The history of Tuen Mun after the Tang dynasty can be seen in historical
documentary records. Archaeological finds, however, have served to
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Long archaeological sites, suggesting
the presence of Neolithic activities
along the coastal sandbars.

Kwu Tan, Lung Kwu Sheung Tan, Lung Kwu
Chau and Sha Chau archaeological sites.
For instance, several rows of postholes
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Tsuen, San Hing Tsuen and Lung Kwu Sheung Tan, Song dynasty porcelain
and other ruins and relics of dwelling structures were also unearthed.
During the recent rescue excavation in So Kwun Wat, more than 30 Ming

records, at that time it was the
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for manufacturing stone tools and burials
have been unearthed in the Yung Long
archaeological site, providing important

such as stone beaters, adzes, discs,
etc, which all dated as far back as
4000 BC, have been unearthed.
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Trace of hexagonal colurmn on the foundation stone
in a Ming dynasty posthole, Siu Hang Tsuen
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tHEREHNSES scholars collected in So Kwun Wat
4 relics typical of the Bronze age, such
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other archaeological discoveries in
Hong Kong, are the keys to unveil
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Unearthing pottery vessels of Neolithic Period
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Stone yue ( ceremonial axe) and stone
bracelet, Yung Lang
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Excavation in progress, Yung Long
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These artefacts bear features which
are the same as those found in
Macau, Zhuhai, Shenzhen,
Zhongshan, Dongguan, Gaoyao and
Zengcheng. They show that during
the prehistoric period, people living
within the Pearl River Delta area
shared the same cultural
characteristics.

materials for researches on Hong Kong's
prehistoric past. Archaeological finds such
as fine stone slotted rings and stone Yue
(ceremonial axe regarded as a symbol of
power) suggest that prehistoric Pear| River
Delta area had cultural exchanges with not
just the northern and eastern part of
Guangdong, but as far away as the eastern
coast of China as well.

g Lakedchiv]
Postholes, Lung Kwu Tan

B

BRI EERE 28
MakFesEitht
AT F  #BEHE R
REEBELEM—FE
JEe

R AR
ma

Unearthing
4 pottery vessels
of Bronze age

as double-f pottery sherds, stone
adzes and stone ring cores. In
recent years, archaeological finds
such as the bronze arrowheads and
a bronze knife unearthed in the
Lung Kwu Tan site, the double-f
pottery sherds, the hard pottery
sherds with geometric patterns and
the stone knives uncovered in the
Lung Kwu Sheung Tan site as well
as the stone spearheads found in
the So Kwun Wat site, have all
proved that our ancestors once
settled in Tuen Mun and the
surrounding areas in the Bronze
age.
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Tang dynasty furnace, Lung
Kwu Tan
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Ming dynasty burial, So Kwun
Wat
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Late Qing dynasty furnace of Nai Wai
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the history of Hong Kong and
the South China area. They,
therefore, form a significant part
of Hong Kong's heritage legacy of
which every local citizen has the
full right to enjoy and also has the
responsibility to preserve and
conserve such that our future
generations are given the chance
to appreciate these valuable
heritage and to understand more
about the cultural affinity between
Hong Kong and the Mainland.
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Stone spearhead, So Kwun Wat
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Hearth, Lung Kwu Chau
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Excavalion in progress, Lung Kwu Chau
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Burial, Yung Long Bronze arrowhead, Lung Kwu Tan






