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Fan Sin Temple
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Wun Yiu Kiln Site
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Remains of quarrying pits on the hill behind Wun Yiu
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Remains of watermills discovered on the slope behind Cheung Uk
Tei Village
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Remains of animal-driven grinder were discovered
at Sheung Wun Yiu Village

Wun Yiu Village is located to the south-west of Tai Po Market. The
surrounding hills are densely wooded with an abundant supply of
water and, most importantly, rich deposits of kaolin, making Wun Yiu
an ideal site for the manufacture of porcelain. Historical documents
record that some members of the Man and Tse clans had already
started to produce porcelain in underglaze blue at Wun Yiu during the
Ming dynasty (1368-1644).

In 1662, the Qing government issued an Evacuation Edict ordering the
coastal population to move 50 li (25km) inland. Porcelain production
at Wun Yiu came to a standstill. When the Edict was eventually
rescinded in 1669 and the area’s former inhabitants subsequently
returned, however, the kilns at Wun Yiu remained unattended.
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Remains of clay-soaking tanks discovered near the stream at Sheung
Wun Yiu Village
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The dragon kiln was divided into several firing chambers, with

ventilation holes at the base of partition walls. Saggars, firing
discs and stands were found in the chambers.
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Porcelain wares when unearthed, 1995.

In the 13th year of the Kangxi reign
(1674), the Ma clan, a group of
Hakka people originally from
Changle county (now known as
Wuhua county) in Guangdong
province, settled in Tai Po and
purchased the kilns at Wun Yiu from
the Man clan. The porcelain
industry prospered in the mid Qing
dynasty (1644 -1911), and the kilns’
products were exported to Danshui
in Guangdong province. During the
early Republican period, however,
kilns along the Guangdong coast
began to produce finer and
cheaper porcelain, and Wun Yiu
found it difficult to compete.
Production at Wun Yiu began to B1EBmES

decline and the kin eventually Porcelain wares after restoration
ceased operations in the 1930s.
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Wun Yiu is the only kiln site to have been found in Hong Kong that
produced porcelain in underglaze blue. In 1995 and 1999, the
former Regional Council and the Institute of Chinese Studies of the
Chinese University of Hong Kong set up an archaeology team to
conduct excavations at the kiln site. With the generous assistance
of the local villagers, remains of the Wun Yiu kiln were unearthed
that illustrate the various stages of porcelain production — from
quarrying to kilning. They include China clay pits, watermills, an
animal-driven grinder, washing basins, a paste-making workshop
and dragon kilns. The discovery provided important information for
the study of Hong Kong’s early industries, the history of Tai Po and
private kilns in Guangdong province.
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Archaeological Finds

BEBRE  HERMABTIEERST HLELENTHM
£ o &SN BUBETAVER EH BETA
MEME  RAMIRAEFREERREMERETARTE
ZEH -MEEEREES  LEEX BREXMTS
HEIN  MBINE - < ANNE-N—ZFRHARE
EPTATHREERFEN+EMFES  TEHERR
WK o b EEBA P ITEBRER  ERFHRBER
PR R K2R ¢ T A SR 9 ar % B 8 HE SOTU M AP 7 3 3R B A
EEMBLUNBREER  ELFTERREERKMA]EE
EHERMME o

[=tatatheiE | SEmER
Bowl fragment inscribed with
Chongzhen Shi Wu Nian Zao
(produced in the 15th year of
I the Chongzhen reign (1642))

Bowl with chrysanthemum design

A

[ §4
Saggar

Y
EEYNIR Y Firing stand
Lid inscribed with Shou Shan Lao Ren

Wun Yiu was a private kiln that mainly produced underglaze blue
ware and a small amount of Qingbai ware. The kiln furniture,
including saggars and discs, and misfired pieces that were
unearthed from the site provide important references for the study of
the production process and local kiln-firing techniques. The output of
the Wun Yiu kilns was enormous, and it has been suggested that the
products were for both local and overseas markets. A government
document, “Report on the New Territories 1899-1912”, records that
Wun Yiu produced 400,000 pieces a year. Most of these products
were exported to Danshui in Guangdong province, although some
were sold locally. What’s more, kendi, a type of water vessel
commonly used in Islamic culture, were also found at the site, while
underglaze blue sherds closely resembling Wun Yiu ware have been
discovered at various archaeological sites and shipwrecks in
Southeast Asia. All of this suggests that Wun Yiu porcelain enjoyed
success on the export market.
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Waun Yiu Exhibition
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“Wun Yiu Exhibition” is converted from two unused classrooms at
Sheung Wun Yiu Village, adjacent to Fan Sin Temple. The exhibition
not only introduces the history and archaeological discoveries of

Wun Yiu, but also displays the archaeological finds of the Ming and
Qing dynasties.
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Fan Sin Temple
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Fan Sin Temple before restoration
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Representatives from the Antiquities and Monuments Office, the Architectural Services
Department and the Wun Yiu Village discussing how to restore the exterior of the
building
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Experts from the Guangdong Provincial Institute of Cultural
Relics and Archaeology surveyed Fan Sin Temple and
prepared the drawings



Fan Sin Temple at Sheung Wun Yiu Village in Tai Po is the only temple
in Hong Kong dedicated to Fan Tai Sin Sze (Fan Sin). According to one
legend, Fan Sin refers to three brothers — Fan Yat-long, Fan Yi-long
and Fan San-long, who are regarded as the patron deity of potters.

The kilns at Wun Yiu were purchased by the Ma clan from the Man
clan in 1674, and the porcelain industry prospered under this
new management. Nevertheless, Ma Choi-yuen of the clan’s 16th
generation saw fit to invite the deity Fan Sin from Ma’s hometown in
Changle county in Guangdong province to Wun Yiu in order to
bestow blessings on the local potters. Fan Sin Temple was probably
built during the Qianlong reign (1736-1795): a wooden plaque
inscribed with the cyclical year Gengxu of the Qianlong reign (1790)
in the main hall indicates that the temple has a history dating back
over 200 years.

Fan Sin Temple is a two-hall building with geometric bogu decorations
on both ends of the roof ridges. Four commemorative stone tablets
record that the temple was restored in 1897, 1925, 1964 and 1976
respectively. The temple was declared a monument on 30 December
1999, and restoration work was conducted in 2000. It is now under the
joint management of ten villages in the Wun Yiu area.
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Removal of the rendering to expose
the original brickwork
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Ceremony of inviting Fan Sin
back to the restored temple

The Antiquities and Monuments Office invited a team of experts
from the Guangdong Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and
Archaeology to conduct a full survey and prepare detailed
drawings of the temple. A comprehensive conservation brief was
then prepared by the Office for the Architectural Services
Department, which carried out the restoration work. Thanks to the
joint efforts of the various experts and contractors as well as the
villagers of Wun Yiu, the temple has now been meticulously restored
to its original style and glory.
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Fan Sin Temple after restoration
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Please browse the link below to search for the routes of different transportation
modes for pre-trip planning.

https:/www.hkemobility.gov.hk
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The above information is for reference only, and is subject to change in
accordance with the announcement of the relevant organisations.
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Sheung Wun Yiu, Tai Po
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Monday, Wednesday to Sunday 9 am-1 pmand 2 pm-5 pm

Closed on Tuesdays (except public holidays), Christmas Day, Boxing Day,
New Year's Day and the first three days of the Chinese New Year

BWERE Wun Yiu Exhibition
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Monday to Wednesday and Friday to Sunday 9:30 am-1 pm and 2 pm-5:30 pm

Closed on Thursdays, Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's Day and the first
three days of the Chinese New Year

B A5 Free Admission

&7 Enquiries

2208 44883
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