Declared Monuments
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his rock carving is one of several scattered along the coastline of Hong Kong, The designs of these
Tancient rock carvings resemble geometric patterns, graphical animal or monster shapes. So far, it has
not been possible to establish when these rock carvings came about. The patterns resemble those found
on pottery and bronze vessels from the Bronze Age suggested these carvings might be the work of carly
inhabitants some 3,500 years ago. Early inhabitants of this area depended on the sea for their livelihood
and as most of these ancient rock carvings overlook the sea these may be intended to propitiate the power
of the sea. The rock carving was firsc rcported in 1970 by a policc officer. The design shows very dynamic
geometric and animal patterns with a worked surface measuring 90cm x 180cm. The Rock Carving at Big

Wave Bay was declared a monumentin 1978.
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The rock carving overlooks Big Wave Bay
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l ’ nlike most of the rock carvings which are found along the coastline of Hong Kong, these rock
Carvings lic some distance from the sea. Yet cheir geometric patterns are similar to other rock
carvings, cspcciaﬂy those found on Chcung Chau and Po Toi [sland. The Rock Carvings at Wong Chuk

Hang were declared a monumentin 1984.
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The pattern consists of mcandcring and spiral dcsigns 1‘Cs€mbling styliscd animal cyes
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This rock carving is located in the inland, with a small scream running in front of it




5 E o & 19

Declared Monuments

A% Rock Carvings

mEE®EMNE Z
cgg%z;%géZWwé?zmmb%z%QﬁygiczauaQ%éiJ7

JJ:I: AARITOFH B - CAREEMNELSE > BIBEE2R > ARE TR
FHEBEE AZESATRE  HEH - WRFHEEE > KA T L
BT Atk o B M A 2R 9T9F BT B ik R E R e

! | his rock carving was discovered in 1976. It is located at the northwest coast of Kau Sai Chau Island
where acccssibility by land is cxtrcmcly poor. The worked surface is approximatcly 2m above the

highcst watermark. The carving is badly weathered, but a zoomorphic motif is still visible when examined

closcly and carcfully. The Rock Carving on Kau Sai Chau was declared a monument in 1979.
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The location of the rock carving is close to the sea




EE G E 21

Declared Monuments

A % Rock Carvings

. ST ~ o RAMBEAXBMERN G TERAREE T WS (A7T1819%)
wE R BN E Z = o - |
g %Z ? 7 o GEt (FEBE) BN (GRER ERYM > ARNARTH] HE
ere 25%27 Gleard, (e é%ZV o WEANTHIBK > BH24K BEABEEAENF HBEANEN « BAHE
MR EEAR > BREAL b E A B R o RN E AR I9T0E R A% &
5 o

his is the earliest recorded rock Carving in the territory. An entry in the 1819 Xinan Gazetteer
compilcd by Wang Chongxi stated that there was a rock carving dcpicting the image ofa dragon
at Fo Tangmen. Measuring 1.8m by 2.4m, this carving is also the largest one found in Hong Kong, It

COmMposes two sets of curved mortifs, which are more complicated than those of other rock Carvings in

Hong Kong, The Rock Carving on Tung Lung Island was declared a monument in 1979.
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The rock carving s situated on a boulder facing the sea (photo taken in 1978)
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T his rock carving was discovered in 1978 by a group of hikers. It is located on the vertical plane of a

badly weathered boulder facing cast. The pattern shows a composition of straight and curved lines.

The Rock Carving at Lung Ha Wan was declared a monument in 1983.
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The rock carving is situated on a boulder facing cast
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This rock carving is found about some 300m from the sea. Itis believed that the coast line might have

extended up there in the past. Its geometric patterns composing of spiral squares and circles closely

rescmblc thOSC on Bl’OIlZC AgC artcfacts, Wthh suggcstcd that thcy mlght bC CaI'VCCl by Carly inhabitants Of

this arca in the Bronze Age some 3,000 years ago. The Rock Carving at Shek Pik was declared a monument

in 1979.
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The rock carving is about 300m from the coastline, but it is believed
that the coastline might have extended up there in the past
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! | "he rock carvings on Po Toi Island were discovered in the 1960s. They are composed of two groups
of motifs. The group on the left consists of lines resembling animal and fish patcerns, while the other
on the right composed of spirals resembling an inter-locking arrangement. The Rock Carvings on Poi Toi

Island were declared a monument in 1979.
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One group of the carvings is composed of spirals in an inter-locking arrangement
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The rock carvings are situated on a boulder facing the sea
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his rock carving was discovered in 1970. It is situated at the south-castern end of the tombolo
I forming the island, immediately below the present Warwick Hotel. It consists of two groups
of similar design with several carved lines surrounding small depressions. The second group was not

complctely CXPOSCd WhCn found and was fUle rcvcalcd aftcr thC SOil was rcmovcd. Tl’lC ROCI( Carving on

Cheung Chau was declared a monument in 1982.
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The design of the rock carving consists of carved lines and small depressions
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alt production was an important ancient industry in Hong Kong and salt fields were established and
S monopolized by the Government of Song Dynasty (AD960-1279). The rock inscription engraved
on the boulder at Tei Tong Tsui in 1274 of the Southern Song Dynasty was made by the native Lin Dao-
yi. The rock inscription is the oldest dated inscription found in Hong Kong, It recorded the visit to the
two islands by the Salt Administrator, Yan Yi-zhang and He Tian-juc of San Shan (Fuzhou, Fujian). It also

recorded the extension of the Temple by Lin Dao-yi.
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Charactcrs carvcd on tl’lC l‘OCk
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