EE G R 33

Declared Monuments

o & B % B OB ¥ H Prchiscoric and Histcoric Sites

ABED 2R EER
lone) Corete als Fare Lew, Laridaw Sslarnd

O EABKENER > URARESR  HAR-ER2TK TITRNHEY
b—%% c BRBIATF > THEAIHEN - AAREBFREXPH AKX
WEER TR BERKBARFTHRRRERAIAFRZ — > 2 HEEE IR
W RN ERR > RTHROUBEEERE - HENEaSE > EYBHGARER -
TR EBRRKMEFFARRNELEXN T 2RE > aEARABHR > TRLEME
RS ERNENCEZEL > THEZHEXAM - 2% & [/} £ 19834
I Bk EER o

his circular arrangement of uncut stones appears to be laid out deliberately to form an oval-shaped
Tcnclosurc, measuring 2.7m by 1.7m. The careful and orderly layout of the stones points to human
intervention. It is a reasonable assumption that this is a megalithic structure of a type which became
common during the Late Neolithic Period (ic. New Stone Age) and carly Bronze Age, and which spread
throughout the world. Similar structures are found in China and there is no reason why a stone circle
should not be found in Hong Kong where it is rich in Neolithic and Bronze Age artefacts. The purpose
of the circle is not known but may possibly be ritualistic. The Stone Circle at Fan Lau was declared a

monument in 1983.
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The purpose of the circle is not known, but possibly ritualistic
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his tomb was discovered in 1955 when workmen were levelling a hill slope to make way for the Lei
TChcng Uk Estate. The tomb is a Cross—shapcd brick scructure with four chambers and one entrance
passage. The Front Chamber has a domed roof while the others are barrel vaulted. A total of 58 pottery
and bronze objects were found inside the tomb. The tomb structure, the inscriptions on its bricks and the
characteristics of funerary objects suggested that it was built during the Eastern Han dynasty (AD25-220).
The Han Tomb at Lei Cheng Uk was declared a monument in 1988.
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Inscription on the tomb brick Daji Panyu, litcra“y means ‘Great fortune
to Panyu County” (photograph provided by courtesy of the Hong Kong
Museum of History)
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The domed shape roof of the Front Chamber of the Han Tomb
(photograph provided by courtesy of the Hong Kong Museum of History)
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\ J ; J un Yiu in Tai Po was once the porcelain centre in the New Territories. As early as the Ming

dynasty (1368-1644), clans of Man and Tse had started manufacturing porcelain in underglaze
bluc. The Ma clan, a group of Hakka pcople who originated from Changle county in Guangdong
province, settled in Tai Po and purchased the kilns from the Man clan in the 13th year during the reign of
Kangxi in the Qing dynasty (1674). The industry declined in the early 20th century due to competition
from inexpensive porcelain produced by other coastal kilns in Guangdong. The kilns at Wun Yiu
finally ceased to operate in 1932. The archacological
investigations conducted in 1995 and 1999 discovered
remains illustrating the complete process of porcelain
production such as clay quarrying pits, water mills, animal-
driven grinder, clay soaking tanks and dragon kilns.
The Pottery Kilns at Wun Yiu Village were declared a

monument in 1983.
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Remains of an animal-driven grinder
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Sherds in undcrglazc blue scattered on thC kllll site
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n view of the disturbing opium smuggling after Hong Kong became a British colony, the Viceroy of
I Guangdong and Guangxi Provinces ordered the establishment of three customs stations in 1868 at Fat
Tau Chau (Junk Island), Cheung Chau and Kap Shui Mun (Ma Wan) respectively to collect jin (tax)
on opium trade. These stations ceased to operate in 1899 after the lease of the New Territories to Britain.
This site was discovered in 1962. It is so regarded as a customs station after the discovery of a stone slab
broken into four picces with these inscriptions: “By the Grace (of the Emperor), tributes are accepted from

and customs exchange with Annam, which is far away (from China). Renovated by the Manager of the

Customs Station”. The Old Chinese Customs Station on Fat Tau Chau was declared a monument in 1983.
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Broken stone tablets found at the Site
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owloon Walled City was originally a garrison town built by the Qing Government in 1847 as a
Kmilitary outpost occupied by several hundred soldiers to reinforce coastal defence in the region.
The city wall was buile with large granite slabs and incorporated six watchtowers and four gateways. The
South Gate was officially recognized as the “main gate”. During the Japanese Occupation (1941-1945), the
wall was completely torn down to provide material to extend Kai Tak Airport. In 1987, the Government
decided to demolish and replace the Walled City with a park. Archacological investigations were
conducted during demolition of the buildings. Foundations of the original South and East Gates, flagstone
path, and a drainagc ditch were found. The most important discovcry was the two stone plaques bcaring
the characters “South Gate” and “Kowloon Walled City” which were mounted on the original South Gate.
Conscquently, the Government decided to preserve the remnants of the South Gate i sifu for display to

the public. The remnants of the South Gate of Kowloon Walled City were declared a monumentin 1996.
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South Gate of Kowloon Walled City, ¢.1920-25 (photograph provided by courtesy of the Hong Kong Museum of History)
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ung Chung Forr, referred to as Tung Chung Suocheng
T(Tung Chung Barttalion) in the Qing dynasty, was
the naval headquarters of the Right Battalion of Dapeng
(Mirs Bay). At that time, more and more foreign ships to
Guangzhou sailed across the sca passage which divided Lantau
from the mainland. The Qing Government thus chose Tung
Chung, which was located on the northern coast of Lantau Island, as a maritime base to effectively control
the sea passage. The engraved granite slab above the entrance gives the date of the Fort as the 12¢h year of
Daoguang reign of Qing dynasty (1832). On the ramparts facing north are six cannons. According to the
Chinese inscriptions on the cannons, two were cast in 1805 and 1809, two in 1843; and those on the other
two are illegible. In 1898 when the New Territories were leased to Britain, the troops were withdrawn from
the Fort. The Fort was then used as a police station. The cannons were possibly moved to the Fort at that
time. In 1938-40, the Fort became the Wa Ying College, and later it housed the Rural Committee Office
and the Public Primary School of Tung Chung, Tung Chung Fort was declared a monument in 1979, and

the restoration of the fort was carried out between 1980 and 1981.
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Main gateway of Tung Chung Fort with two Chinese characters “Gong Chen” engraved on the lintel above
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T ung Chung Battery was built in the early 19th century. This Battery together with Tung Chung Forr,

A some 1,000m to the south, were built to strengthen control over the Lantau Channel, through which
nearly all foreign trading ships had to pass on their way to Guangzhou. In the lace 18th century, Tai O and
Tung Chung were considered to be the only safe anchorages on Lantau Island. However, Tung Chung
was largely unfortified, the nearby military post at Tai O was manned by only 30 soldicrs and the Fan Lau
Fort was situated at a considerable distance away. To remedy this situation, the Viceroy of Guangdong
and Guangxi Provinces decided to erect the Tung Chung Battery at Tung Chung in 1817. After its
completion, the Tung Chung Battery was placed under the command of the Dapeng Battalion and was
manned by one officer and 30 soldiers. The Tung Chung Battery was declared a monument in 1983, and

the restoration of the fort was carried out between 1986 and 1987.
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Tung Chung Battery overlooking Tung Chung Bay
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an Lau Fort, which is also referred to as Tai Yu Shan Fort, Kai Yik Kok Fort or Shek Shun Fort in
F various Qing dynasty documents, was built in 1717, at much the same time as another similar fort
on Tung Lung Island. Fan Lau Fort, located on this strategic south-western tip of Lantau, served to guard
the channel leading to the Pearl River estuary and Guangzhou. It formed part of the Qing Governments

coastal defence system which was set up to suppress roaming piratcs and to monitor the incrcasing trade

with the West. The Fore, rectangular in shape, measured 46m by 21m with walls built of semi-dressed
stone and green bricks. It was said that the Fort had 20 rooms and had been armed with eight cannons and

manned by an officer and 30 soldiers. It was probably abandoned around 1898 after the lease of the New

Territories to Britain. Fan Lau Fore was declared a monumenct in 1981, and the restoration of the fort was

carried out between 1985 and 1987.
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Aecrial view of Fan Lau Fort

02 Y& R N2
East gateway of the Fortas
viewed from the interior
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ung Lung Fort, originally known as Fat Tong Mun Fort, was located in a strategic point on the
Tnorthcrn corner of Tung Lung Island. It overlooked the narrow Fac Tong Mun passage through
which trading junks sailed into the sheltered waters of Hong Kong on their way to Guangzhou. The Xinan
Gazetteer stated that the Fort was built in the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1662 - 1722) of the Qing dynasty
to guard against pirates. Another historical record describes the Fort as being built by order of Yang Lin,
the Viceroy of Guangdong and Guangxi Provinces from 1719 to 1724. Measuring 33.5m by 22.5m, this
rectangular Fort was enclosed by a 3m wall with its main entrance at the north wall. It consisted of 15
guardhouses and was armed with cight cannons. A small detachment was stationed at the Fort until the
beginning of the 19th century, when it proved difficult to cope with a marked increase in piracy. Owing
to the difficulty in keeping the Fort supplied and maintained on a remote island, the detachment was
evacuated in the 15th year of the Jiaging reign (1810). The garrison and the arms moved to Kowloon,
leaving the Fort to fall into ruin. Repairs and partial restoration of the fort were then carried out between

1979 and 1982. Tung Lung Fort was declared a monument in 1980.

01 R #ef & % B
Remains of Tung Lung Fort
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