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he Hong Kong Observatory was established in 1883 to provide meteorological observation, a time
Tscrvicc and a weather forecast service for the general public. The Observatory was formally named
as The Royal Obscrvatory” in 1912. Constructed at the top of a small hill in Kowloon, it is a rectangular
two-storey plastered brick building characterized by arched windows and long verandahs. It was built in the

Victorian Colonial Neo-Classical style.

During the Japanese Occupation (1941-45), most of the equipments were removed by the Japanese and
most of the staff were interned. The services of the Observatory were restored in 1945. At present day, the
technical and opcrational units of the Obscrvatory have been moved to new premises ncarby, lcaving the
old building to continue to house the office of the directorate and to serve as a centre of administration.
Following the resumption of China’s sovereignty on 1 July 1997, the Observatory was officially renamed as

the ‘Hong Kong Observatory’.
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uile in 1884 as the headquarters of the Marine Police, the building stands on a wooded hill close to
B the Star Ferry Pier in Kowloon. The compound comprises a main building, a stable block and signal
tower (commonly known as "Round House"). The compound has been occupied by the Marine Police
since its establishment until 1997, except during the Japanese Occupation (1941-1945), when it was used

by the Japanese navy as a command post.

The main building was originally a two-storey structure with an extra storey added to it in the carly 1920s. Ic
is finely constructed with arched verandahs on the ground floor and a colonnade above. The architectural
style of the Main Building is Italian Renaissance. The main fagade is with classical style balustraded arched and
colonnaded verandahs on the upper floors. The side facades also feature open colonnaded verandahs. The
roofs are pitched and built of Chinese tiles, showing adapration of western architecture to the local humid
and rainy weather. Both the southeast and southwest wings of the main building served as married quarters.
During the Japanese Occupation, extensive underground tunnels were constructed under the lawn. Bu after

World War I1, in view of public safety, these tunnels were blocked and the lawn was re-turfed.

The signal cower is the most unique building within the compound. It is a two-storey round tower with
[talian Renaissance details fcaturing afine classical doorwary, arched and bull’s eye windows with kcystoncs
and an ornamental cornice. It was constructed to provide time signals to ships in the harbour. Its use
diminished gradually when the new time ball apparatus was built on Signal Hill (commonly known as

"Blackhead Point”) in 1907.
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Signal Tower (commonly known as “Round House”)
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Aerial view of the Former Marine Police Headquarters
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he Former Supreme Court was originally located at No. 8 Jackson Road, Central and was converted
Tinto the Legislative Council Chamber since 1984. The two-storey building was constructed in granite
with a dome on the top. It is built in Neo-Classical style supported by tall lonic columns. A blindfolded
statuc of Justice, represented by the Greek goddess Themis, stands at the pediment in the central portion.
This is the most outstanding feature of the building, The foundation stone was laid in November 1903
and the building was opened on 15 January 1912 by the Governor, Sir Frederick Lugard. The interior of
this building has now been converted into the Legislative Council Chamber. The Supreme Court is now

located at Queensway.
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The most outstanding feature of the building is the blind-folded statuc of Justice, represented by the
Greck goddess Themis, standing at the pedimentin the central portion of the building

02 #1920 #y 16 B @k Be (J J o1 & o JBE o2 1 40 6 4R )
Old Supreme Court, ¢. 1920 (photograph provided by courtesy of Hong Kong Muscum of History)

03 10064 ATt E R Bzl (B MBS R RE 2B EHERE)
Old Supreme Court under construction, 1906 (photograph provided by courtesy of the Public Records

Oftice of Government Records Service)
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The interior of the building has now been converted into the chislativc Council Chamber
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The Old Supreme Court supported by tall lonic columns
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! | 'he oldest structure within the compound is a Barrack Block built in 1864. It is a three-storey building
constructed adjaccnt to the Victoria Prison. A storey was later added to the block in 1905. The hcavy

granite staircases and floors of the Barrack Block are particularly impressive.

In 1919, the Headquarters Block facing Hollywood Road was constructed. The Headquarters Block was
built in late-Victorian style and is notable for its red brick wall, granite facings and imposing columns in the
entrance hall. Double-storey Doric order columns are featured to the verandahs. A pair of animal-head
feature is beneath each column pair. Subsequently in 1925, the two-storey Stable Block was constructed at

the northwest end of the parade ground and later used as an armoury.

In the past, the Police Station was used as the policc hcadquartcrs. Its importance declined when the new
police headquarters was built in Wan Chai after World War I1. The Police Station together with the
former Central Magistracy and Victoria Prison form a group of historic buildings representing law and

order in Hong Kong.
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Granite carvings
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Hollywood Road ¢levation of Headquarters Block
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he Former Central Magistracy was originally located ac No.1 Arbuthnot Road, Central and is one
Tof the historic buildings among the Central Police Station Compound. The construction of the
building commenced in 1913 and was completed in 1914. The magistracy commenced operation in April
1915. The site was initially occupied by another magistracy probably erected in about 1847 but was later
demolished due to construction of the present building, The building has a majestic appearance with
imposing columns of the facade and other features in the Greek-revival style. The massive retaining walls
were constructed with granite blocks. In 1979, the Central Magistracy was closed and then was used by

different associations affiliated to the Hong Kong Police Force.
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Entrance of Former Central Magistracy
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The building hasa majestic appearance with imposing columns
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he Victoria Prison Compound is located at Old Bailey Street, Central. Buile in 1841, it was the
Tfirst prison in Hong Kong, The compound was expanded successively in 1895 and 1914. During
the Second World War, most of the buildings within the compound were damaged. The building was
reopened in 1946 after renovation. The Victoria Prison Compound is one of the buildings among the
Central Police Station Compound and was declared a monument together with the Central Police Station

and the Former Central Magistracy.
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Exterior view of the Victoria Prison Compound
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Chancery Lane clevation of Victoria Prison Compound
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Victoria Prison Compound was declared as a monument in 1995
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Interior views of Victoria Prison Compound
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he Government House on Upper Albert Road was formerly the office and residence of the
TGovernors of Hong Kong. Construction began in 1851 and took 4 years to complete. It was
originally built in the Georgian style and bore rich colonial characteristics. It has undergone several major
changes during its existence and today bears little or no resemblance to its original form. The first governor

to live there was Sir John Bowring, the 4th Governor of Hong Kong,

A major change of the building was undertaken in 1942 during the Japanese Occupation. A Japanese
engineer, Siechi Fujimura, designed a dominant central tower to link the two original buildings; the roofs
were also modified to add in more Japanese flavour, thus diminishing the strong Furopean style of the
mansion. It was used as the military headquarters for the Japanese until 1945. Since the establishment of the
HKSAR, the Government House has become a guesthouse and is used for formal banquets. The House is

now the residence and office of the Chief Executive.
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he Flagstatf House in Hong Kong Park, Central is the oldest existing Western building in Hong
TKong. Built in the carly Victorian period, the Flagstaff House was designed in the Classical Revival
style. Open colonnaded verandahs are featured on the clevations with columns in the Doric and lonic
orders. The verandahs together with the pitched tiled roof demonstrate adapration to the local tropical

climate.

Formerly known as Headquarters House, it was renamed as Flagstaff House in about 1932. It was built in
1846 for Major General George Charles D’Aguilar, who was the Commander of the British Forces at that
time. The building was occupied and used by Japanese troops during World War I1. It remained the office
and residence of the Commander of the British Forces until 1978. It was handed over, as part of Victoria
Barracks, to the Hong Kong Government in 1979. The building now serves as the Museum of Tea Ware

displaying Chinese teaware and related material from different pcriods.
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Flagstaff Houscis dcsigncd in the Classical Revival Srylc. It is characterized l)y

colonnaded verandahs with classical columns in the Doric and lonic orders
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The building has been converted into the Museum of Tea Ware
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he Old Wan Chai Post Office is the oldest surviving post oftice building in Hong Kong. This
TL-shapcd building is situated at the junction of Wan Chai Gap Road and Queen’s Road East. It was
erected between 1912 and 1913, and opened on 1 March 1915 as the Wan Chai Post Office. Its postal
service ceased during the Japanese Occupation (1941-45) and was revived after the Liberation. A new post
office was opened in 1992 to mect the increased demand of the residents of Wan Chai. This post office
ceased to operate in the same year. Itis a simple pitched-roof structure and its historical significance lies in
the fact that it had continuously served the population of Wan Chai for over 70 years. The building is now

operatcd by the Environmental Protection Department as a resource centre.

01 19844 = % BT H B
Old Wan Chai Post Office, 1984
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The old Wan Chai Post Office is the oldest surviving post office
building in Hong Kong
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Interior view of the Post Office used today as environmental

resource centre
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ocated at No. 88 Stanley Village Road, the Old Stanley Police Station was erected in 1859 and is the
Loldest surviving police station building in Hong Kong. The two-storey building was constructed of
bricks with timber joists and timber floors. The floor of the verandah was of reinforced concrete. During
the Japanese Occupation (1941-1945), it was used as the local headquarters of the Japanese Gendarmerie.
After the war, the building reverted to its former use as a police station until 1974, when a new police
station was built in Stanley. Since then it had once been used as sub-offices of the Southern District Office

and the Social Welfare Department.
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Old Stanley Police Station, though has been convert

other use, still maintains its architectural characters
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Front clevation of Old Stanley Police Station
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he Gate Lodge served originally as living quarters for the keeper of Mountain Lodge, the summer
TPcak residence of the Governor. It was built between 1900 and 1902. Mountain Lodge was
constructed in the style of Scottish lodges and was described by the media as the most imposing and
handsome architecture on the Peak. Gate Lodge, however, is in Renaissance style, a major deviation from
Mountain Lodge. Mountain Lodge was demolished in 1946, leaving only Gate Lodge. Although a small

building, the Gate Lodge was very functional.

By the 19205, Mountain Lodge was scldom used by the Governor. Consequently, the role of Gate Lodge
as a guard house declined. It was converted into a guard house of the Police Foree around 1934. After the
Second World War, it was used as the Mountain Lodge Police Post until it was handed over to the then
Urban Services Department in 1960. It now comes under the management of the Leisure and Culeural

Services Department.
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The Gate Lodgc on the Peak, ¢. 1910-1920
(photograph provided by courtesy of Hong Kong Museum

of History)
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Thc Old District Oftice (North) located in Tai Po was erected around 1907 and was the earliest
British Government civil administrative centre in the New Territories. Administration and land
registration of the northern part of the New Territories were carried out in this building. The building
is a colonial style structure with Neo-Classical influence. It is simple in design, finished in red bricks,
and characterized by open arched and colonnaded verandahs along the front and rear elevation. Neo-
classical derails can be seen in the brick arches with keystones over the windows. The building had housed
a magistratc’s court until 1961. It is now used by the New Territories Eastern Region Headquarters of the

Scout Association of Hong Kong.
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Interior view of Old District Office (North)
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uile in 1905, Island House stood on a small islet called Yuen Chau Tsai near the head of Tolo
B Harbour, which was connected to the mainland by a causeway. The two-storey plastered building
with open verandas is a classic example of the colonial architecture in the carly 20¢h century. It was
originally the official residence of the District Officer (North) and since 1949 it had become the residence
of District Commissioners for the New Territories. Island House had been resided in by a total of 15
District Commissioners since 1949. The last resident of Island House was Sir David Akers-Jones, who
became Chief Secretary in 1985. The building was transferred to the World Wide Fund for Nature in

1986 and has now become a Conservation Studies Centre.
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This is a two-storey plastered building with open verandas
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Island House was declared a monument in 1983
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The building is now used as a Conservation Studies Centre
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he Former Kowloon-Canton Railway Clock Tower in Tsim Sha Tsui is usually referred to as the
TTsim Sha Tsui Clock Tower. Located on the southern shore of Tsim Sha Tsui, the Clock Tower is a
historical landmark in Kowloon. The Hong Kong Section of the Kowloon-Canton Railway was inaugurated
on 1 October 1910; however, the construction of a terminus in Tsim Sha Tsui did not begin until 1913.
Because of the outbreak of World War I, the British materials and fixtures required for the construction could
not be shipped on time, and construction was halted for some time. As part of the station, the Clock Tower

was Complctcd in 1915, and the whole station commenced operation on 28 March 1916.

Built with red bricks and granite, the Clock Tower is an Edwardian Classical Revival building of 44m high
surmounted by a’7m lightning rod. The upper part of the tower is an octagonal domed turret built of
red brickwork which contrasts wich white painted classical feacures including scrolled-shaped buttresses,

columns and cornices.

In 1975, the KCR Terminus was moved to the present-day Hung Hom station on the newly reclaimed
Hung Hom Bay. The building of the Tsim Sha Tsui Station was demolished in 1978 leaving only the Clock
Tower which has become a landmark of Hong Kong, The site was then occupied by the Hong Kong Space
Museum, Hong Kong Museum of Artand Hong Kong Cultural Centre.
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> Former Kowloon-Canton Railway Clock Tower in Tsim Sha Tsui has now

The \
become a historical landmark in Kowloon
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Interior view of Kowloon-Canton Railway Terminus, ¢. 1917-20
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(photograph provided by courtesy of Hong Kong Museum of History)
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Kowloon-Canton Railway Station and the Clock Tower at Tsim Sha Tsui in 1914

(photograph provided by courtesy of Hong Kong Museum of History)
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T he Old Tai Po Market Railway Station, situated near the Tai Po Market, previously known as the
Tai Wo Market, was built in the Chinese style in 1913. The external features of the fagade, roof and
decorations were patterned upon a Chinese structure. Internally, it was designed to function as a railway
station containing a ticket waiting hall, an administration office and a signal cabin. The establishment of
the station improved the transportation system and the economy in Tai Po as it became more convenient
for people to travel to Kowloon and Lo Wi, and to sell produce in the urban arcas. The station was made
redundant by anew one in a ncarby location in 1983. It was then restored and now houses the Hong Kong

Railway Museum.
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The Station, after restoration, now houses the Hong K()ng Railway Muscum
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The external features of the fagade, roof and decorations of the Old Tai Po
Market Railway Station were built in traditional Chinese architectural stylc
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ape D’Aguilar Lighthouse is one of the five surviving pre-war lighthouses in Hong Kong, Situated at
C the southeast of Hong Kong Island, Cape D'Aguilar Lighthouse, also known as “Hok Tsui Beacon’
the first of its kind built in Hong Kong, was put into service on 16 April 1875. The existing structure is
a round stone tower, 9.7m high and white in colour. The tower base, the arched doorway and the spiral

staircase are of fine masonry. The door is made of iron with gcomctric decoration on top.

Since the operation of Waglan Island Lighthouse in 1893, Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse became superfluous,
and was eventually disused in 1896. The disused first-order light was removed from Cape D'’Aguilar and,
together with the light apparatus, was subsequently transferred to Green Island in 1905 to replace the
fourth-order light. It was not until 1975 that the operation of Cape D'’Aguilar Lighthouse resumed with

full automation of Cquipmcnt.

Cape D'Aguilar Lighthouse had once played an important role in the maritime history of Hong Kong. The
Lighthousc now bclongs to the Hong Kong Obscrvatory asa scismological station and is managcd by the

Marine Department.
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Cape D'Aguilar Lighthouse overlooking the southeast
coast of Hong Kong Island
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Spiral staircase of Cape D’ Aguilar Lighthouse
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Arched doorway of Cape D'Aguilar Lighthouse
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tis situated on Tang Lung Chau, a small island to the west of Hong Kong Island, and is also commonly
I known as Kap Sing Lighthouse. It was put into service on 29 April 1912 and is one of the five surviving
pre-war lighthouses in Hong Kong. It is a skeletal steel tower of 11.8 metres high with a white lantern
on top. The steel tower and light apparatus were obtained from England. The adjoining brick light keeper’s
house has a bedroom, a kitchen, a latrine and a store room. Rainwater was collected from the roof and
diverted into an underground tank for use as there was no spring or fresh water supply on the island. The

lighthOUSC is now unmanncd and automatcd. It iS now undcr thC managcmcnt OfthC Marine Dcpartment.
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Tang Lung Chau lighthouse was declared as monument in 2000
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Acrial view of the lighthouse
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Tang Lung Chau lighthouse located ona small island in Tsuen Wan, overlooking
the waterway of Kap Shui Mun
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y | 'he Waglan Lighthousc is located on the summit of Waglan Island. It commenced operation in 1893,
and is one of the five surviving pre-war lighthouscs in Hong Kong namcly Green Island (two on the

island), Waglan Island, Tang Lung Chauand Cape D'’Aguilar.

The lighthouse is of 15.8m high, and when first opened it was equipped with an up-to-date light, burning
mineral oil with rotating apparatus floating on mercury. It was initially run by the Chinese Maritime
Customs from Shanghai. Following the lease of the New Territories in 1898, it was transferred to the
Hong Kong Government who took over on 1 January 1901. During World War 11, Waglan Lighthouse
was damaged extensively during bombing. Repairs took place after 1945. It has been automated since
August 1989. It acted not only as a navigation aid, but also an outpost where weather information on the
castern corner of the territory is collected and forwarded to the Hong Kong Observatory for analysis. It is

now under the management of the Marine Department.

229



VEE
Declared Monuments

03 J& 3% = jie ¥ B8 W% 2
Rotating lights of the lighthousc
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Interior view of the lighthousc
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Locatcd on Green Island, the Green Island Lighthouse Compound comprises an old lighthouse buile
in 1875, a new lighthouse built between 1904 and 1905, a former European Quarters and a small red
brick house.

The old lighthouse started to operate on 1 July 1875. It is a small round tower constructed of granite and
about 12 metres high. In 1901, the then Governor Henry Blake proposed to move the Cape D'’Aguilar
light to Green Island as the former had become obsolete after the construction of the new Waglan Island
Lighthouse. The construction of a higher and larger tower to accommodate the Cape D'Aguilar lighe
was therefore necessary. The construction commenced in 1904 and was completed in 1905. The new
lighthouse, about 17.6 metres high, is a round tower constructed of granite and concrete. It has been

unmanned and automated since the 1970s.

Green [sland lies to the norch-west of Hong Kong, Both the old and new Green Island Iighthouscs have
served over thousands vesscls from the west approach to Hong Kong for many decades and have played an

important role in the maritime history of Hong Kong.
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