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Maryknoll Convent School near completion in 1937
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Maryknoll Sisters on their day of arrival in Hong Kong in 1921, greeted by the Maryknoll Fathers at
the Rosary Church.



BIECANBMEE FREVIT
A bronze school bell once used to notify the
students the beginning of class
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The School Lamp (the Dominican Lamp),
which lit up the school spirit.
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Exterior wall tiles of the school (replica), 1990.
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Vestment on loan from Mother House in Ossining, USA
for the exhibition.



Built in 1937, the Maryknoll Convent School (Primary Section) was
declared a monument in 2008. It consists of an educational block,
embraced by beautiful grounds with architectural merits, and a
Convent used as dormitory for the Maryknoll Sisters who were in the
forefront of service to the community since the 1920s. With the
dwindling population of the Sisters in Hong Kong, the Convent was
handed over to the School Sponsoring Body, Maryknoll Convent
School (MCS) Foundation, in late 2019.

During a structural inspection of the Convent in 2020, the MCS
Foundation uncovered a hidden attic with a range of historical
materials. The discovery of over 400 scrolls of paper embroidery
patterns, haberdashery, over 3,000 purchase orders and different
assortments of houseware reveals the unique and long-forgotten
history of the embroidery and sewing workshop set up by the
Maryknoll Sisters in the Convent.

Featuring five major themes: “The Monument - The Maryknoll
Convent School (Primary Section)’, “The Maryknoll SistersMission to
Hong Kong’, “The Convent Embroidery and Sewing Workshop — Work
and Life”, “Conservation - The Bonding and Learning that Transcend”
and “The Convent Inheritance”, the exhibition aims to reveal the
architectural features and lesser-known history of the declared

monument, Maryknoll Convent School (Primary Section).

With around 70 items of the valuable cultural artefacts provided
by the MCS Foundation such as school objects, school building
plans, paper embroidery patterns, haberdashery, purchase orders,
vestment and different assortments of houseware on display,
accompanied by historical photos and video programmes, it is hoped
that the exhibition would provide visitors with a greater insight into
and appreciation of the architectural style and heritage conservation
of the School, as well as the history of the Maryknoll Sisters who have
served more than a century in Hong Kong.
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Maryknoll Sisters serving in Our Lady of
Maryknoll Hospital, which was established
in Wong Tai Sinin 1961.
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Sister Maria Teresa Yeung, the Sister-in-charge
of the Industrial Department operations, with
a sewing female worker. Note the attic door
on the upper right hand corner of the photo.
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Made by
CHINESE GIRLS.

MARYKNOLL SISTERS
KOWLOON TONG. HONG KONG.
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Order no. C273

Order with one cassock billed to
Mother Mary Joseph, foundress of
the Maryknoll Sisters.
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Embroidery pattern and replica re-made
based on the pattern
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In one of the rooms, there is an open
door and behind this door is an attic
high above the ground. Inside the
attic, various objects including boxes of
vestment orders, embroidery stands and
a stack of rollers were found.
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Teaching and Learning - A community
comprising teachers, students, alumni,
family and friends of the School learning
together, and joining hands for this
worthwhile conservation cause.
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Floor plan of the exhibition gallery
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Conservation - The Bonding and
Learning that Transcend

The Convent Inheritance
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Video
Programme

BROHE — HEEFE WD |
The Convent Embroidery and Sewing Entrance and | Wd
Workshop - Work and Life Exit i
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The Maryknoll Sisters’ Mission to Hong Kong
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The Monument - The Maryknoll Convent School (Primary Section)






