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1.1

INTRODUCTION

PROJECT BACKGROUND

The Centre for Architectural Heritage Research Centre (CAHR) has been
commissioned by the Architectural Services Department (ArchSD) to conduct
a Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) that included a Built Heritage Impact
Assessment (BHIA) and Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA), for
Transformation of the Former Police Married Quarters Site on Hollywood
Road into a Creative Industries Landmark the end of 2010. ERM-Hong Kong
Limited, as the sub-consultant of the CAHR, covered the scope for the AIA.

The Former Police Married Quarters on Hollywood Road (the Site) has
remained vacant since 2000. In 2007, Chief Executive (CE) announced in his
2007-08 Policy Address that for exploring revitalization of the site, removed
the site from “List of Sites for Sale by Application”. In his 2008-09 Policy
Address, CE announced the Site was dedicated for revitalisation with creative
industries and related education uses. In the 2009-10 Policy Address, CE
further announced to include the Site into one of the eight projects under the
“Conserving Central” initiative. In 2010, proposals for transforming the
former Police Married Quarters on Hollywood Road into a creative industries
landmark had been launched. In 2010 November, the Advisory Committee
on Revitalisation of Historic Buildings completed the selection of the
proposals and Development Bureau had announced the successful proposal
and the selected operator is Musketeers Education and Culture Charitable
Foundation Limited (Musketeers Foundation), with the support of Hong Kong
Design Centre, Hong Kong Polytechnic University and the Hong Kong Design
Institute of Vocational Training Council, and the revitalized site will be named
as “PMQ” (J7£l5). Musketeers Foundation has set up a special purpose
company to run the Site and best fulfill the three objectives of the project,
namely promotion of creative industries, heritage conservation and provision
of public open space.

The Site, also known as Former Central School, has been listed as a Site of
Archaeological Interest after the site investigation in 2007, and has been rated
as Grade 3 Historic Building in November 2010. The proposed works for the
Project involve preserving two existing buildings, Block A and Block B, and
the existing Junior Police Call (JPC) Clubhouse, and transform them to
provide facilities for creative industries, heritage conservation and provision
of public open space uses. It has been proposed that Blocks A and B will be
connected by an I-cube for events of creative industries; the existing JPC
Clubhouse will be transformed to a restaurant; and an Underground
Interpretation Area (hereafter referred to as “UIA’) beneath the courtyard
between Blocks A and B will be constructed for meeting public aspiration of
displaying foundation remains and objects of archaeological interest in
association with the Former Central School and manifesting the culturally
significant history of the Former Central School which had been sit on the site.

For further details on the project background, please refer to Chapter 1 in
Volume 1 for BHIA. This Volume 2 presents the AIA of the HIA Report.
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1.2

1.3

STRUCTURE OF THE REPORT

Following this introductory section, the remainder of this Report comprises the
following Sections:

Section 2 presents the methodology for Archaeological Impact Assessment;
Section 3  presents the baseline condition;

Section 4  presents the archaeological potential evaluation and impact
assessment;

Section 5  presents the mitigation measures;

Section 6 presents the conservation proposal and the conservation
management plan;

Section 7 presents the conclusion; and

Section 8  provides the bibliography of the research.

The following annexes are also included:

Annex A Location Plan and Drill Hole Records for the Four Drill Holes of Phase 1
Ground Investigation Works

Annex B Location Plan and Photographic Records for the Ten Trial Pits of Phase I
Ground Investigation Works

Annex C  Findings of Phase II Ground Investigation Works

Annex D Findings Extracted from Report on Stability Assessment of Existing
Retaining Walls Former Police Married Quarters at Hollywood Road

DEFINITION OF TERMS

In denoting different parts of the Project Site (hereafter referred to as “the
Site”) in this Report, the terms used follow those adopted in Section 1.3 of the
Conservation Guidelines for Former Police Married Quarters Site on Hollywood Road
(hereafter referred as “Conservation Guidelines”) prepared by the Antiquities
and Monuments Office (AMO) in February 2010. The Site location plan and
general Site plan are shown in Figures 1.1 and 1.2 respectively, and Table 1.1
lists the terms and their definitions.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
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Table 1.1

(Source: Antiquities and Monuments Office, Conservation Guidelines for Former Police Married Quarters Site on
Hollywood Road, Unpublished, February 2010, p. 4)

Figure 1.2 General Site Plan Denoting the Names of Different Locations

Definitions of Terms as Adopted in the Conservation Guidelines

Term

Definition

The Former Police Married
Quarters Site / the Former
Central School Site / the Site

The 1st Plateau

The 2nd Plateau

The 3rd Plateau

The 4th Plateau

The Police Married Quarters /
the PMQ

The Police Married Quarters
Buildings / the PMQ Buildings
/ the Quarters Buildings

The Junior Police Call Building
/ the JPC Building

The whole site, which is bounded by Hollywood Road to
the northeast, Aberdeen Street to the southeast, Staunton
Street to the southwest, and Shing Wong Street to the
northwest

The plateau at the level in approximate 46.3mPD as
existing, adjoining Staunton Street at the southwest of the
Site

The plateau at the level in approximate 44.1mPD as
existing, at the centre of the Site with a vehicular access
leading from Aberdeen Street

The plateau at the level in approximate 40.7mPD as
existing, at the northwest of the Site adjoining Shing
Wong Street

The plateau at the level in approximate 38.5mPD as
existing, at the northeast of the Site adjoining Hollywood
Road

The buildings clusters built in 1950, including the two
Quarters Buildings (Blocks A and B) and the JPC
Building

The two 7-storey high Quarters Blocks (Blocks A and B)
built in 1950 and opened in 1951

A 2-storey building on the 4th Plateau built in 1950,
formerly used as the Recreation Centre of the PMQ and
Lastly used as the Junior Police Call Clubhouse before
left vacant in 1996
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2.1

2.1.1

METHODOLOGY

In accordance with Clause 2.9 of the Heritage Impact Assessment Consultancy
Brief for Transformation of the Former Police Married Quarters Site on Hollywood
Road into A Creative Industries Landmark (hereafter referred as “HIA Brief”)
prepared by the Architectural Services Department (ArchSD) in November
2010, the Project Site falls within a site of archaeological interest identified by
the AMO. Thus, a HIA is required.

The HIA Brief also stated in Clause 3.1 that the Consultant is required to
strictly adhere to the guidelines and requirements set forth by AMO (i.e. the
Technical Circular (Works) No. 6/2009, Memo dated 4 June 2010 and Guidelines for
Heritage Impact Assessment issued by AMO in June, 2010 and Conservation
Guidelines for the PMQ issued by AMO in February 2010) during conduction of
the HIA.

The methodology for this HIA follows the Guidelines for Heritage Impact
Assessment and the Conservation Guidelines. This Report covers the
Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) of the HIA.

TASKS INVOLVED IN THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

The AIA comprises the following tasks.
Task 1 - Desktop Research

Desktop research was undertaken to identify the archaeological resources and
their baseline information within the Site. The desktop study included
search and review of topographic background, geology, historical
background, geotechnical information, published or unpublished papers,
archives, reports of previous archaeological investigations including that of
the 2007 Site Investigation conducted by AMO (hereafter referred to as “2007
Site Investigation”) ) and other relevant documents. Information was
obtained from the Reference Library of the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery
Centre, libraries from local institutions or public libraries, the Map
Publications Centre of the Lands Department and the internet. A full
bibliography is provided in Section 8 of the Report.

As advised in Section 4.1.1 of the Conservation Guidelines, the Charter of Venice
@, the Burra Charter ) and the Principles for the Conservation of Heritage Sites in
China @ were also reviewed.

(1) Antiquities and Monuments Office, Former Hollywood Road Police Married Quarters — 2007 Site Investigation Report, 2007,
retrieved 22 December 2010,
<http:/ /www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/Museum/Monument/form/AAB_Paper131_hollywood_content_e.pdf>.

(2) International Council on Monuments and Sites ICOMOS), International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of
Monuments and Sites (The Venice Charter - 1964), 1965, retrieved 23 December 2010,
<http:/ /www.international.icomos.org/ charters/venice_e.htm>.
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2.1.2

2.1.3

2.14

Task 2 — Ground Investigation Works

As part of the detail design for the Project, a two phased ground investigation
(GI) works have been scheduled.

In Phase I GI, 4 vertical drillholes (BH1-BH4) were conducted to examine the
ground condition of the proposed columns supports. The GI was conducted
between 29 November 2010 and 11 December 2010 and the preliminary results
are available for review.

Further to the drillholes findings, 10 trial pits (TTA1 to TTAS8, TTB1 and TTB4)
were also conducted to obtain field data for the detailed design in December
2010.

Location plan and the 4 drillhole records are presented in Annex A, and
location plan and photographic record of the 10 trial pits are presented in
Annex B for reference.

Further to Phase I GI work as described above, it is considered that additional
2 trial pits is required to obtain further detailed field data for the design of the
proposed UIA.  Therefore, a Phase II GI was conducted from 18 to 24
February 2011. The findings was incorporated into this AIA (as part of HIA)
report and presented in Section 3.4.2 below.

Task 3 — Archaeological Impact Assessment

As extensive site investigation had been conducted by AMO in 2007 and
turther supplementary field information were obtained from the GI findings
for the Project, further archaeological investigation is therefore considered not
necessary as part of the HIA for the Project. Therefore, based on the findings
from Tasks 1 and 2, an AIA (as part of HIA) has been conducted to evaluate
the potential archaeological impact due to the construction and operation of
the Project.

Preservation in totality has been taken as the first priority. In case potential
adverse impacts on archaeological resources are identified to be unavoidable,
appropriate mitigation measures are recommended to avoid and minimise the
impacts. Appropriate conservation policy, conservation strategy,
maintenance and management plan, if considered necessary, are
recommended.

Task 4 — Reporting

The findings and recommendations of the AIA presented in this report forms
part of the HIA for the Project.

(1) Australia ICOMOS, The Australia ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance (The Burra
Charter), 1999, retrieved 23 December 2010, <http:/ /australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/
BURRA-CHARTER-1999_charter-only.pdf>.

(2) China ICOMOS, Principles for the Conservation of Heritage Sites in China - English-language Text, Neville Agnew
and Martha Demas (eds.), Getty Conservation Institute, Los Angeles, 2004, retrieved 23 December 2010,
<http:/ /www.getty.edu/conservation/publications/pdf_publications/
china_prin_2english.pdf>.
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3.1

3.2

3.3

BASELINE CONDITION

TOPOGRAPHIC BACKGROUND

The Site, also known as the Former Central School, is located at No. 35
Aberdeen Street in Central, measuring about 6,000m?.  The Site is situated at
the northwest part of the Hong Kong Island near the northern coast. Being
situated at the city centre, it is bounded by Shing Wong Street to the
northwest, Hollywood Road to the northeast, Aberdeen Street to the southeast
and Staunton Street to the southwest (see Figure 1.1). The northern part of
Hong Kong Island has been heavily developed since the very beginning of the
colonial period and the original coastline at the northern shore of the Island
has been reclaimed a number of times to the present condition.

The Site is located approximately 260m from the original northern coastline at
its north. It used to be the site of Central School (later renamed as Victoria
College in 1889) as shown in Figure 3.1 with the coastline north of the School at
the time. To the southwest and southeast, the Site is protected by the
Victoria Peak (552m in height) and the Mount Gough (479m in height)
respectively and they are separated by the Victoria Gap. Based on the
topographical condition of the area, the Site is considered well protected by
the mountains at the south from strong wind.

The Site was located within the Victoria City which development had started
since the mid-19t Century. Therefore, the Site has been surrounded by
urban environment form the mid-19th Century to present days. The aerial
photos of year 1949 and 2007 are presented in Figures 3.2 and 3.3 respectively.

GEOLOGY ™

The Site is situated on Kowloon Granite (Klk), which are Cretaceous intrusive
rocks with an approximate age of 140.4 + 0.2 million years before present.

The lithology of Kowloon Granite is equigranular medium-grained biotite
granite. Between the University of Hong Kong and the Central District, the
granite is light grey to light pink, uniform, equigranular and medium-grained,
with an average grain size of 3 to 4 mm. A NE-SW fault runs through the
Victoria Gap. The superficial deposit of the Site is debris flow deposit. The
geological map of the Site and the adjacent area is shown in Figure 3.4.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Please refer to Chapter 2 in Volume 1 of BHIA.

(1) Civil Engineering and Development Department, The Geology of Hong Kong (Interactive On-line), 2010, retrieved 12
January 2011, <http:/ /www.cedd.gov.hk/eng/about/organisation/org_geo_pln_map.htm>.
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Source: Antiquities and Monuments Office, Former Hollywood Road Police Married Quarters — 2007 Site Investigation Report, 2007, Annex D 14.

Figure 3.1 Site Location of Victoria College in 1856
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Source: Antiquities and Monuments Office, Former Hollywood Road Police Married Quarters — 2007 Site Investigation Report, 2007, Annex D 1.

Figure 3.2
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3.4

3.4.1

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

Desktop Findings

In 1998, the Site was rezoned from “Government, Institution and Community”
(G/IC) to “Residential (Group A)” on the Sai Ying Pun and Sheung Wan
Outline Plan (OZP, No.S/H3/11). It was included in the List of Sites for Sale
by Application in March 2005. In view of the similar discovery of the Former
Mountain Lodge at the Peak, there were claims that the foundations of Shing
Wong Temple and Central School might have been preserved in-situ at the
Site. After a number of discussions on the historical importance of the Site at
the Antiquities Advisory Board (AAB) meetings between 2005 and 2006, the
AAB considered that heritage preservation requirements should be imposed
on the redevelopment of the Site. The prospective developer would be
requested to submit a conservation plan for the preservation and maintenance
of the historic features at the Site to the satisfaction of the AMO. In order to
ascertain the archaeological potential of the Site, an extensive archaeological
investigation had been conducted at the Site by AMO in 2007 after the AAB
meeting on 6 March 2007 ®. The findings are presented in the 2007 Site
Investigation Report (available in the AMO website), which forms the primary
reference source in understanding the archaeological background of the Site.

The 2007 Site Investigation included on-site inspection of the remnants of the
Central School (later renamed as Victoria College) above ground and
subsurface investigation and involved an excavation covering about 600m? at
three plateaux of the Site. A plan showing the locations of excavated
trenches has been cited from the 2007 report and extracted in Figure 3.5. The
investigation was phased, Test Grid /Trench No. 1 to 8 and No. 9 to 15 were
excavated in the first and second phases respectively.

The discovery mainly related to the remnants of the Former Central School.
The previous playground surface conceivably of the Central School has been
revealed at the 4th Plateau. Old stone steps near the historical stair flight
leading to the playground were also found.

At the 2nd Plateau, features identified included: fragments of cement flooring;
layer of hard-core; underground drainages; foundation walls; mortar wall and
white mortar floor; inked marks on granite blocks; and remains of mud walls.
A feature plan illustrating the locations of major features and a plan showing
the corresponding Trial Trench system at the 2nd Plateau has been cited from
the report (see Figures 3.6 and 3.7 respectively). Figure 3.8 is a bird view
photo showing the exposed features at the 2nd Plateau in the 2007 Site
Investigation.

Collected finds included: ceramic shards; bronze coins; and ceramic floor tiles.
Manufacturer marks impressed on the tiles found at the Site were the same as
those on the tiles unearthed from the Former Mountain Lodge at the Peak @.

(1) Antiquities and Monuments Office, 2007 Site Investigation Report.
(2) Ibid.
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Source: Antiquities and Monuments Office, Former Hollywood Road Police Married Quarters — 2007 Site Investigation Report, 2007, Figure 1.

Figure 3.5 Location of Trial Trenches in the 2007 Site Investigation Environmental
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Source: Antiquities and Monuments Office, Former Hollywood Road Police Married Quarters — 2007 Site Investigation Report, 2007, Figure 13.

Figure 3.6 Location Plan of Major Features in the 2007 Site Investigation
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Figure 3.7 Location of Trial Trenches at the 2nd Plateau in the 2007 Site Investigation
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Source: Antiquities and Monuments Office, Former Hollywood Road Police Married Quarters — 2007 Site Investigation Report, 2007, Plate 47.

Figure 3.8 Bird View Photo Showing the Exposed Features at the 2™ Plateau Environmental
in the 2007 Site Investigation Resources
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Table 3.1

Table 3.1 summarises the major features and finds identified within the whole

site during the 2007 Site Investigation.

Major Features and Finds Identified within the whole site during the 2007 Site

Investigation
Features/Finds Quantity Denotation
Features
Cement Floor Fragments of Cement Floor -
Layer of Hard-Core 4 Areas -
Underground Drainage 5 Nos. D1-D5
Foundation Walls 14 Nos. Foundation Wall No. 1 -

Mortar Wall and White Mortar Floor

Inked Marks on Granite Blocks

Remains of Mud Walls
Features Made of Cement
Rectangular Granite block
Stone Objects/Steps
Rubble Retaining Wall
Finds

Ceramic Floor Tile
Building Materials
Porcelains

Pottery

Other Finds

2 Nos. of Mortar Walls & 1
No. of White Mortar Floor

Groups of numerical marks
3 Nos.

4 Nos.

1 No.

6 Nos.

1 No.

1,929 Pieces
Numerous
661 Pieces
399 Pieces

53 Objects (including
bronze coins, shells,
glasses, jade object, etc.)

No. 14

Mud Wall No. 1 -No. 3
A-D

A -C,D1-D3

E

Besides, as shown in Figure 3.7, some areas at the 2nd Plateau have not been
excavated in 2007 due to site constraints at the time.

The 2007 Site Investigation Report concluded that the foundations and other
teatures of the Former Central School have been significantly disturbed by the

development on site in the past.

within the Site in the future investigation is very low.

The chance of finding better preserved parts

The Former Central School Site has been listed as a Site of Archaeological

Interest after the site investigation in 2007 @)

With regard to the foundation remains of Shing Wong Temple, the 2007 Site
Investigation Report stated that Lot No. 4 was Joss House, No. 10, Shing
Wong Street, which might be Shing Wong Temple, based on the Hong Kong
Government Gazette issued on 6 January 1877. However, Public Record
Office confirmed there was no plan attached to the Gazette, and it was

(1) Antiquities and Monuments Office. 2007. Former Hollywood Road Police Married Quarters — 2007 Site Investigation
Report; [information on line]; available from http://www .lcsd.gov.hk/CE/Museum/Monument
/form/AAB_Paper131_hollywood_content_e.pdf; internet.
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3.4.2

34.21

3.4.2.2

believed that all the tiles, bricks and stones of the Shing Wong Temple were
removed after a public land auction in 1877. Therefore, the possibility of
finding the foundation structures of Shing Wong Temple is considered low.

Ground Investigation (GI) Findings
GI Findings from Stability Assessment

In addition to the archaeological site investigation conducted in 2007, a Report
on Stability Assessment of Existing Retaining Walls was conducted at the Site by
the Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD) in May 2010 ®),
for ground investigation and 6 drill holes, 28 core holes, 16 trial pits and 7
inspection pits were conducted under this Study between 11 November 2009
and 11 January 2010.  The results revealed channel structures/U-channels in
three of the trial pits (i.e. TP2 on 2nd Plateau, TP16 on 4th Plateau and TP17 on
1st Plateau). Construction materials involved included granite slabs, red
brick structures, sand mortar etc. These structures may be associated with
the former buildings on site and therefore considered to have archaeological
potential. Locations of the three trial pits, their photographic records and
trial pit records from the report are extracted and presented in Annex D.

Phase I GI Work

Phase I GI works included excavation of 10 trial pits (TTA1 - TTA8, TTB1 and
TTB4) and 4 drill holes (BH1 — BH4) which were conducted between
November and December 2010 under the supervision of the ArchSD. The
trial pits were to ascertain the proposed location of pile caps and tie beams for
I-cube. Their locations are shown in Figure B in Annex B.

The data obtained from the 4 drillholes shows that there are three main layers
identified, i.e. fill, colluvium and saprolitic soils. They were all encountered
in each drill hole. The strata intervals and thickness of each layer for the 4
drill holes were presented in Table 3.2.  Drill hole records and locations of
BH1 to BH4 are shown in Annex A.

(1)  Civil Engineering and Development Department. 2010. Report on Stability Assessment of Existing Retaining Walls Former
Police Married Quarters at Hollywood Road Hong Kong: Geotechnical Projects Division, Geotechnical Engineering
Office, Civil Engineering and Development Department.
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Table 3.2

3423

Summary of Strata Intervals and Thickness of BH1 to BH4

Layer BH1 BH2 BH3 BH4
Depth Depth Depth Depth
Thickness Thickness Thickness Thickness
0-8 0-2.8 0-4 0-4
Fill
8 2.8 4 4
8§-14 2.8-16 4-10.5 4-8
Colluvium
6 13.2 6.5 4
14 - 60.45 16 — 60.45 10.5-60.95 8 —60.45
Granite
46.45 44.45 50.45 52.45
Note:

(a) All units are in meter.

As shown in Table 3.2, amongst the 4 drill holes, BH2 has recorded the thinnest
fill layer (i.e. 2.8m) and thickest colluvium layer (i.e. 13.2m). In other words,
amongst the 4 drill holes, the archaeological potential of the area around BH2
will likely be higher than the rest.

In TTA4 (as shown in Figure B in Annex B), part of a granite slab feature was
identified on the 3rd Plateau adjacent to the existing retaining wall and
balustrade separating the 2nd and 3td Plateaux. However, whether the
revealed part of the granite slab feature was associated with the Former
Central School Site is unknown as according to the plan of the Former Central
School as presented in Figure 4.1, TTA4 falls outside the foundation plan of the
Former Central School.

During the GI works, it was attempted that TTA7 be opened outside the
archaeological deposits area. However, due to some discrepancy, part of

TTA7 reached the archaeological deposits area where some granite slabs of the
Foundation 12 discovered by the AMO in 2007 was found.

Regarding the remaining trial pits, no archaeological deposits or features have
been reported.

Phase II GI Works

Phase II GI works, which were conducted from 18 to 24 February 2011,
involved two trial pits denoting TTC1 and TTC3. They are located on the 2nd
Plateau, where the UIA of the revitalization project as well as the proposed
pile cap and tie beam are located. Figure 3.9 shows the location of the two
trial pits, and the findings are presented below and Annex C presents the trial
pit records and log sheets.

Stratigraphy
TTC1
Trial pit TTC1 measuring 2.2m (W) x 3.2m (L) x 1Im (D) was excavated on the

2nd Plateau. Located at the northwest of the 2nd Plateau, TTC1 has
stratigraphy as follows:
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Stratum 1: modern sand and stone composite (fill materials in 2007), 0.16 —
0.4m thick;

Stratum 2: reddish-brown sandy clay with brick and roof tile fragments, 0 —
0.18m thick;

Stratum 3: yellowish clayey sand with brick and roof tile fragments, 0 — 0.18m
thick; and

Stratum 4: reddish silty sand with brick and roof tile fragments, 0.06 — 0.48m
TTC3

Trial pit TTC3 measuring 1.5m(W) x 1.5m(L) x 2m(D) was excavated on the 2nd
Plateau. Located at the southeast of the 2nd Plateau, TTC3 has stratigraphy as
follows:

Stratum 1: modern concrete/sand and stone, 0.2m;

Stratum 2: reddish-brown sandy clay with brick and roof tile fragments, 0.08 —
0.1m thick;

Stratum 3: yellowish clayey sand with brick and roof tile fragments, 0.12 —
0.26m thick;

Stratum 4: reddish silty sand with brick and roof tile fragments, 0.6 - 1.1m; and

Stratum 5: sterile layer

Interpretation of Findings
TTC1: Archaeological Feature — White Mortar Hard Surfaces

Two white mortar hard surfaces were identified in TTC1 (see Figure 3.10).
They were step-like hard surfaces with a thin layer of lime (approximately
lcm in thickness) in white colour on top, and were aligned in parallel in the
north-south orientation. The alignment of the surfaces is found consistent
with the general landform of the Site (i.e. hill slope descending from south to
north). Part of the white mortar surface at the higher level in the southern
corner of the pit (approximately 30cm x 60cm in size) was identified to be the
white hard mortar floor unearthed in the 2007 Site Investigation. It was
situated at a level approximately 0.7m below existing ground level. The
white mortar surface at the lower level in the northwest is approximately 1m
below existing ground level.
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Figure 3.10  White Mortar Hard Surfaces in TTC1 (From Northwest to
Southeast)

To ascertain the existence of any more archaeological remains underneath the
white mortar hard surface in TTC1 while preserving them in-situ as much as
possible, an attempt was made to drill an auger hole in the trial pit.
However, the auger hole was only able to drill approximately 10cm from the
surface of the exposed white mortar due to the hardness of the white mortar
(see Figure 3.11).

Figure 3.11 White Mortar Drilled by Auger Hole in TTC1
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TTC3: Archaeological Feature — Grey Brick Structures

Some grey bricks were found accumulated layer by layer (in 5 nos. of layers)
at the western corner of TTC3 (see Figure 3.12). The usage of the grey bricks
is unknown. The grey brick structure is considered a feature not associated
with the Former Central School and is probably an in-situ structure prior to
the construction of the Former Central School.

Figure 3.12 In-Situ Grey Bricks at the western corner of TTC3 (View from
Above; From Northeast to Southwest)

Modern intrusion of a pipeline trench was identified at the eastern wall of the
trial pit. The trench was overlaid with a pipeline which may still be in use
(see Figure 3.13). Besides, the trench was regarded as a modern intrusion
compacted with pinkish clayey sand and stone fragments extending to the
sterile layer beneath. Therefore, it was considered unnecessary to excavate
the trench and better to preserve it in-situ.

Figure 3.13 Pipeline Trench at the Eastern Wall of TTC3 (From Northwest to
Southeast)
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4.1

4.1.1

ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL EVALUATION AND IMPACT
ASSESSMENT

ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL EVALUATION

The desktop research identified various features such as foundation remains
of the Former Central School and different types of finds including ceramic
floor tiles, building materials, porcelains and pottery. The features and finds
uncovered during the subsurface investigation of the 2007 Site Investigation
were mainly concentrated in the 2nd Plateau between Block A and Block B
(Figures 3.6 and 3.7), but some remains also exist in other areas such as
playground surface of Former Central School and granite structural parts of
staircase revealed in the 4th Plateau; granite slab in the 3rd Plateau and features
of channel structures on the 1st, 2nd and 4th Plateaux.

Therefore, there is a potential to identify further foundation remains of the
Former Central School or objects of archaeological interest in the unexcavated
areas and undisturbed areas in these plateaux, where archaeological remains
were found in previous archaeological investigation or ground investigations.
Nevertheless, as shown in Figure 4.1 which the basement floor plan dated 1883
was overlaid with the location plan showing the trial trenches conducted in
2007 Site Investigation, further remains of the Former Central School building
are likely to be found in the unexcavated areas but as concluded in the 2007
Site Investigation Report, the foundations and other features of the Former
Central School have been significantly disturbed by the development on site
in the past. The chance of finding better preserved parts within the Site in
the future investigation is very low. Thus, only fragmented parts of remains
are expected to be uncovered.

Further elaborations on the archaeological potential /value of different areas
within the Site are provided in the sections below.

1st Plateau near Staunton Street

Excavation of T13 conducted in the 2007 Site Investigation (see Figure 3.5)
already confirmed no further stone step of the staircase under the existing
surface and it shallowly reached the sterile layer at approximately 0.24m from
the ground level (46.53 mPD). However, another trial pit conducted (see
TP17 as shown Annex D) at the northwest end of this Plateau identified a
channel structure at a level approximately 0.48m from existing ground level.
The structure may probably be a feature associated with former buildings on
Site but no record can be founded and thus its significance is unknown.
Nevertheless, as shown in Figure 4.1 no foundation remains of the Former
Central School are expected to be found in the 1st Plateau. The chance of
identifying significant archaeological remains in the 1st Plateau is considered
low.
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4.1.2

4.1.3

2nd Plateau Between Block A and Block B

A number of remains was found within the Site attributed to the Former
Central School buildings during the 2007 Site Investigation and GI works
conducted for the Project. Those underground remains uncovered included
a number of features, such as fragments of cement flooring, layer of hard-core,
underground drainages, channel structure/feature, foundation walls and
inked marks on granite blocks attributed to the original foundation of the
Central School. It was expected that 40% of the foundation of the Former
Central School still remain under the 2nd Plateau, but it is also anticipated that
some of them may have already been severely disturbed by the construction
of the Former Police Married Quarters in 1950. The 2007 Site Investigation
result has stated that the existing conditions of the surviving Former Central
School foundation remains are well preserved, if only they are not already
disturbed by previous construction works.

Unexcavated Areas within the 2nd Plateau: The unexcavated areas within the
2nd Plateau also show the potential to identify further remains of the Former
Central School when referring to Figure 4.1. One can see from the figure that
the likely remains to be found in those unexcavated areas are non-structural
teatures of the Former Central School.

As such, it is considered that the archaeological value within the 2nd Plateau is
relatively higher as better preserved remains of the Former Central School in
the unexcavated area within the 2nd Plateau may still be found.

3 Plateau near Shing Wong Street

As shown in Figure 4.1, except for the two spots (believably where the
columns of the school building were situated) identified on the 3rd Plateau, the
area is considered relatively low in potential for identifying the remains of the
Former Central School. Besides, according to the 2007 Site Investigation
Report, the 3td Plateau is not suitable for further archaeological investigation
because the stability of retaining walls would be inevitably affected and the
tree roots at Hollywood Road would be severely damaged if excavation is
carried out. Moreover, based on the 2007 Site Investigation Report, all the
tiles, bricks and stones of the Shing Wong Temple were believed to be
removed after a public land auction in 1877. The possibility of finding the
Temple foundation under the fill materials of some 3 — 7m thick at the
northwest portion of the Site is low.

Nevertheless, one trial pit (TTA4 as detailed in Section 3.4.2.2 above)
conducted for the GI works for the Project reviewed part of a granite slab
feature in this Plateau. However, whether the revealed part of the granite
slab feature was associated with the Former Central School Site is unknown as
according to the plan of the Former Central School as presented in Figure 4.1,
TTAA4 falls outside the foundation plan of the Former Central School. The
chance of identifying significant archaeological remains in this Plateau is
considered low.
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4.1.4

4.1.5

4.2

4.2.1

4t Plateau near Hollywood Road

Although a few features such as stone objects (structural parts of the staircase
linking the 2nd and 4th Plateaux), U channel structure/features, and a
rectangular granite slab were unearthed in the 4% Plateau, consistent
stratigraphic deposits in test grids and the height of retaining walls identified
during the 2007 Site Investigation and GI works demonstrate that the
playground platform was built on the backfill materials, where potential of
identifying remains will be low. Moreover, it is shown in Figure 4.1 that no
foundation remains of the Former Central School are expected to be found in
the 4th Plateau. Even though the foundation of Shing Wong Temple might be
located under the playground of the Former Central School in this Plateau, the
exact location of Shing Wong Temple (Joss House, No. 10 Shing Wong Street)
remains unknown, and even if there are any temple remains, they have
probably been severely disturbed due to past development. The chance of
finding its structure is thus regarded as low. Therefore, the 4t Plateau is
regarded as low in archaeological potential within the Site.

Areas Underneath Block A and Block B & the JPC Building

The archaeological potential underneath Blocks A and B for identifying the
remains of the Former Central School is considered very low as the
construction of these two 7-storey buildings would require such deep
foundations that previous remains should have mostly been destroyed.

The construction of the existing JPC Building should have mostly destroyed
any former building remains on the spot. Therefore the chance of identifying
significance archaeological remains beneath the JPC Building is considered
very low.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Works for the Project

The Project involves the conversion of the Site into a creative industries
landmark in meeting modern day building requirements by carrying out
essential structural, building and building services works, and conservation
requirements while fulfilling its new functional purposes. The works under
the Project are elaborated as follows:

¢  The two existing building blocks, Block A and Block B, previously served
as Police Married Quarters, will be preserved, reinforced and refurbished.
The original residential cells at the 1/F and G/F will be converted into
shops and gallery, while those at 2/F and above will become studios for
creative industries and ancillary facilities including six lodgings for
visiting artists. The top floor of Block B will be demolished and replaced
by a sky-lounge restaurant and an open roof deck;

*  The two buildings blocks will be connected at 2/F to 4/F by an I-cube
which is a fully enclosed function hall for event of creative industries.
Between the two blocks at ground level is a central courtyard where
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4.2.2

together with a canopy at 6/F will be provided for holding large-scale
functional events;

¢  An UIA beneath the courtyard including facilities for displaying part of
the building remains of the Former Central School foundation originally
located on the Site will also be provided to meet public aspiration,
manifest the significant history of the Former Central School, and to
conserve the existing foundation remains in the ground;

¢  To improve the circulation for visitors, five passenger lifts and two
additional staircases will be added on the Site. Footbridges connecting
the 4th Plateau at the north to Block B and the Block A to Staunton Street
at the south will also be provided;

¢ The existing JPC building shall be preserved for conversion into a
restaurant; and

e  Provision of underground utilities and landscaping works (detailed
design for the ground works are not available in this stage).

The potential impact on archaeological resources mainly relates to ground
works involved in the revitalization project, which include construction of pile
caps and tie beams for the I-cube, UIA, passenger lifts, new staircases,
underground utilities and landscaping works. The following sections
discuss the ground works involved in this Project.

Construction Method of Pile Foundation

The locations of the 10 trial pits (i.e. TTA1 to TTAS8, TTB1 and TTB4) for the
Phase I GI work as described in Section 3.4.2.2 are exactly the proposed works
areas for the piling works (please refer to Figure B in Annex B for locations).
The piled foundation of the I-cube will be of friction mini-pile. The friction
mini-pile for this Project is a type of pile in which a steel UC section is
installed within a pre-bored hole formed into soil with a temporary steel
casing with minimum internal diameter of 305 mm and then grouted with
cement grout. The estimated pile length will be about 50m from the ground
level. The pile will be constructed in accordance with the following
sequences:

(@) The pile hole will be formed by drilling plant mount with drill rod and
drill bit;

(b) Temporary steel casing with internal diameter of 305mm minimum will
be used to stabilize the surrounding soil from existing ground level;

(c)  Air to be used as the flushing medium to flush out the soil inside the
steel casing during the drilling operation;

(d) After the pre-bored hole is formed, the steel UC section will be installed
into the drillhole using a crane;
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(e) After the installation of the steel section into the drillhole, cement grout
will be used to fill the drillhole by tremie method;

(f)  The casing will then be extracted in stages by hydraulics and then cut by
flame cutting. In each stage, if the grout loss inside the casing is not
significant, additional section of casing will be extracted, otherwise,
further grouting of the pile will be carried out;

(g) The pile construction is completed when the full length of temporary
casing is extracted;

(h) After the completion of the pile construction and pile loading test, open
excavation of soil will be carried out down to the bottom level of the pile
cap by excavator;

(i)  Upon completion of the soil excavation, 50mm thick blinding layer will
be applied on the pile cap founding level; and

()  Reinforcement fixing and concreting works of the pile cap will be carried
out and backfilling of soil and construction of ground floor slab will be
followed subsequently.

Figure 4.2 is the schematic diagram illustrating the construction method of pile
foundation.

Construction Method for the Proposed Underground Interpretation Area
(ura)

An UIA will be constructed as part of the revitalization scheme. A plan
showing the indicative layouts of the UIA as well as the locations of the
proposed works of pile caps and tie beams for I-cube, and passenger lift, are
shown in Figure 4.3.

The perimeter walls of the UIA will be constructed by pipe pile walls. The
installation method shall minimize the vibration effect and no adverse effect
shall be induced to the adjacent foundations which are in form of shallow
footings. After the construction of the perimeter wall by using the pipe pile
walls, excavation works will be carried out down to founding level of the
basement. Upon the completion of the excavation, R.C. slabs will be
constructed at the bottom level of basement. The top floor of the UIA will be
in the form of reinforced concrete construction and supported at the perimeter
by pipe pile walls. Apart from the perimeter walls, part of the Former Central
School remains will be enclosed by concrete retaining walls, whenever
required.

Figure 4.4 displays the main areas potentially impacted by the construction of
the UIA.
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Stage 1

1a. Grouting Starts From Bottom of Pile With Pressure
1b. Grouting Fill Up the Whole Length of Pile

|

Stage 2

2a. Extract of Steel Casing
2b. Checking Grout Loss, Further Grouting If Necessary

|

Stage 3

3a. Repeating Extract of Steel Casing
3b. Checking Grout Loss, Further Grouting If Necessary

|

Stage 4

4a. Repeat Stage 3 Until All Steel Casing Extracted
4b. Grouting Process Finishes
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4.2.4

Archaeological Impact Assessment
Construction Stage

The 2nd Plateau is where majority of the archaeological remains was found in
the 2007 Site Investigation. It is considered having the highest archaeological
value and best surviving condition within the Site as a number of features and
finds were unearthed there. Most of the proposed revitalisation work of the
Site will not impact on the underground remains in the 2nd Plateau except the
proposed UIA and the proposed pile foundations work (see Figure 4.3).

The construction of the UIA on the 2nd Plateau may potentially impact on the
unexcavated underground remains that may still survive on site and three
small discrete areas of the identified remains. Among the three discrete
areas, the extant remains within two of them are considered small scale (i.e.
parts of Foundation No. 9) and the remaining one with mortar wall (i.e.
northern part of Foundation No. 3) has been seriously disturbed by previous
development. Identified remains potentially impacted are shown in Figure
4.4 due to the excavation works involve for future access circulation in the
UIA. Potential surviving unexcavated underground remains may also
potentially impact where the pile works or access ways locate as shown in
Figure 4.4. In addition to the above described works, excavation in the
remaining areas within the UIA is required for access circulation and re-
present of the remains for public appreciation.

Potential indirect impact due to construction work of the pile perimeter walls
to the north of Foundation No. 8 may be a concern as ceramic traps associated
with underground drainage nos. D3 and D4 (see Figure 3.6) are located in
close proximity.

During the design process of the UIA, with the aim to displaying the Former
Central School structural foundations in the UIA and conserving the existing
structural foundations in the ground, a “base case” scheme was established by
Government as outlined in the subsections 1.2.1, 4.2.2 /page nos. 9, 103, 105,
106, 109/ artist's impression views 3&5, conceptual plan - G/F, diagrammatic
section, of the Government’s “Invitation for Proposal” document of the project
to display the No. 9 shallow foundation identified by the 2007 Site
Investigation, partly visualisable below a transparent glass cover situated in
the courtyard and partly to be displayed in a multi-purpose room-cum-
exhibition area that allows visitors to touch it or sit on directly. However, the
scale is minimal with the extensive scale of foundation remains found in the
2007 archaeological investigation by AMO and thus the preceding scheme is
difficult for visitors to experience extensive and close appreciation on the
cultural significance of foundation remains in association with the Former
Central School. The winning proposal of PMQ announced by the
Government subsequently contained an enhanced “underground
interpretation area (UIA)” scheme replacing the base scheme of displaying
foundation remains and augmenting the interpretative means with organised
guided tours, seminars and workshops with a view to developing a creative
approach by allowing visitors to walk along a re-created corridor between the
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underground foundation stones of the Former Central School building and to
appreciate its archaeological remnants. Such a proposal will help promote the
cultural characteristics of the district and has the potential to convert the site
into an iconic landmark. As a result, a larger display area with more variety of
foundation remains (such as Foundations Nos. 3, 6, 8,9, 10, 11 and some red
brick structures) was considered necessary. Therefore, the current UIA
scheme (i.e. a larger scale of 230m? with more variety of structural features to
be displayed) is put forward with the proposed design layout presented in
Figure 4.3. It is considered the largest scale that requires no additional fire
services to be in place with minimum potential impact on the structural
foundations, yet at the same time, enable the maximum variety of foundations
to be displayed for visitors to interpret the Former Central School Site.

The proposed construction method of the pile perimeter walls for the UIA at
2nd Plateau has adopted the construction method which minimizes the
potential vibration effect on the underground remains. The adverse impact
is kept to minimal. Furthermore, location of the pile perimeter walls
construction were selected through careful review of the Former Central
School layout as shown in Figure 4.1 to minimise physical impact on the
underground remains and it is located at area where no further foundation
remains of the Former Central School is expected. Potential underground
remains that may be unearthed from the impacted areas would likely be the
tilled materials with remains of flooring or non structural features that are
similar to those discovered from the 2007 Site Investigation. In spite of the
negligible contextual significance of the objects, it is considered worth
preserving them by record for future research purposes.

Therefore, although adverse impact is identified, the impact on the foundation
remains of the Former Central School is considered small in scale and the
overall impact is considered minimal and acceptable with mitigation
measures.

It should be noted that the construction of the UIA will provide beneficial
impact to the general public to meet their aspiration and will manifest the
cultural significance with in situ features displayed. Interpretations for
understanding the cultural significance of the Former Central School will
further be provided in the Project.

The pile caps and tie beams for I-cube will be located in the 2nd Plateau and 3rd
Plateau as shown in Figure 4.3. Except the proposed pile caps TTA4 and
TTA7 as shown in Figure B in Annex B, no foundation remains were reported
to have been found from the remaining pile caps and tie beams locations and
therefore no impact is anticipated. Nevertheless, granite slab and No. 12
foundation remains identified by AMO in 2007 were revealed in pile caps
TTA4 and TTA7, respectively. Potential impact due to the construction of
these pile caps may be a concern.  As the foundation remains from TTA7 was
identified due to field discrepancy, the impact is avoidable with mitigation
measure. With regard to pile cap TTA4, as the granite slab is not considered
the foundation remains of the Former Central School, the impact is considered
acceptable with mitigation measures.
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Apart from the construction of the UIA and the pile caps and tie beams for I-
cube, other ground works that may involve soil excavation include the
construction of passenger lifts, new staircases, underground utilities and
landscaping works. In this stage of the design for the Project, detailed design
for the mentioned ground works is not available. However, it is anticipated
that a passenger lift will be placed in the 4th Plateau as indicated in Figure 4.3,
and in order to avoid potential archaeological impact in the 2nd Plateau, the
provision of underground utilities will likely be placed in the 1st and 4th
Plateaux. Based on the currently available information regarding the ground
works in the 1st, 3rd and 4t Plateaux, it is considered that potential impact on
the surviving remains of the Former Central School due to the ground works
may be a concern as remains associated with the Former Central School had
been revealed from Gl works. However, as potential to identify significant
foundation remains of the Former Central School is considered very low
through review of the old plan, the impact is considered acceptable with
mitigation measures.

Operation Stage

The display of part of the foundation remains of the Former Central School in
the UIA will provide beneficial impact as the work will arouse public s
interest and understanding of the cultural significance of the Former Central
School and the Site. However, potential adverse impacts on the displayed in-
situ foundation remains due to poor maintenance, weather impact such as
sunlight and underground water movement may be a concern. The impact is
considered acceptable with mitigation measures.
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5.1

MITIGATION MEASURES

CONSTRUCTION STAGE

As foundation remains of the Former Central School and finds of
archaeological interest were identified in the 2»d Plateau, in order to ensure
any surviving remains of archaeological interest are collected and recorded, it
is recommended that prior to any excavation work for the construction of the
UIA at the 2nd Plateau, an archaeological investigation should be carried out to
collect and record archaeological interest remains at all the impacted areas,
which are unexcavated in 2007 Site Investigation and undisturbed by previous
works relating to the PMQ.

With regard to the potential impact on the ceramic traps associated with
underground drainage nos. D3 and D4 in close proximity to the proposed pile
perimeter wall to the north of Foundation No. 8, it is recommended that
archaeological watching brief be conducted during construction of the pile
perimeter wall to the north of Foundation No. 8 within 5m from the ceramic
traps associated with the underground drainage nos. D3 and D4 to ensure that
these two features will not be impacted.

With regard to the three small discrete areas with potential underground
foundation remains impacted as shown in Figure 4.4, it is recommended that
the impacted features be collected and properly stored as much as practicable
to allow future replacement, if necessary, and adjacent remains that may be
indirectly impacted be well protected prior to new materials are added onto
them. Full documentation (including photographic and video recording)
should be conducted prior to, during and upon completion of the works at the
impacted area to preserve the impacted remains for probable restoration in
future.

Regarding pile cap TTA?, as the revealed foundation was due to field
discrepancy, in order to avoid the potential impact on the Foundation No. 12
due to its close proximity to pile cap TTA?, it is recommended that the
construction of pile cap TTA7 should include a work procedure that the
precise location of TTA7 be excavated by manual labours for the first 0.5m
under the monitoring of an archaeologist to ensure no foundation remains are
located in TTA7 prior to the pile cap construction during construction phase.

As potential adverse impact is anticipated due to the construction of one of the
proposed pile caps (TTA4) for I-cube construction beneath the 34 Plateau, it is
recommended that an archaeological watching brief be conducted to preserve
the impacted granite slab by record during construction phase. As only part
of the granite slab is located in TTA4, the coverage of the archaeological
watching brief should include the whole granite slab that would partly be
impacted. As no other ground works are proposed in the remaining area in
3rd Plateau, no mitigation measures is considered necessary.
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An archaeological investigation should be conducted at the location of the
proposed passenger lift at the 4th Plateau prior to its construction as it is
located adjacent to T5 (see Figure 3.5) where the playground of the Former
Central School and granite slabs and structural parts of staircase linking the
2ndand 4th Plateaux were unearthed in the 2007 Site Investigation.

As regards to other ground works areas that may involve excavation
(including construction of passenger lifts, new staircases, underground
utilities and landscaping works), no further detailed information (apart from
that for the passenger lift proposed to be located at the 4th Plateau) is available
at this stage. Therefore, detailed mitigation measures cannot be provided at
present but it is recommended that other ground works areas that involve
ground excavation in areas undisturbed by previous works relating to PMQ at
the 1st, 3rd and 4th Plateaux, where former remains may still exist, an
archaeological investigation or archaeological watching brief should be
conducted. Subject to the detailed design of the works, an archaeological
investigation or archaeological watching brief shall be devised in the
Archaeological Action Plan.

The archaeological investigation or watching brief as mentioned above should
be conducted by a qualified archaeologist who should obtain a licence under
the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance. Prior to licence application, an
Archaeological Action Plan should be prepared to demonstrate the schedule,
manpower, logistics, methodology and conservation works for the
archaeological works. The archaeological action plan should be submitted by
works agency to and approved by the AMO prior to fieldwork
commencement.

To ensure all Site Staff are aware of the archaeological deposits in the Site, it is
recommended that prior to commencement of soil excavation works during
construction (in particular the UIA), the Construction Contractor should
engage an archaeologist with competent knowledge of local history and
archaeology respectively to provide an induction briefing as part of the
environmental health and safety induction programme to all on-site staff
(including administrative staff, foremen and workers from the construction
contractor). The content of the induction briefing should include the
introduction on common archaeological discoveries in Hong Kong and
possible archaeological deposits that may be encountered by the on-site staff
during excavation work as well as the communication plan and procedures
required in case suspected archaeological deposits are identified. A set of the
teaching materials with content details shall be forwarded to AMO for
reference and record purpose. The Construction Contractor should ensure
that the induction briefing is provided to all new on-site staff prior to their
excavation work commencement. Detailed arrangement of the induction
briefing should be elaborated in the Archaeological Action Plan.

As no archaeological impact is anticipated beneath Blocks A and B and the
JPC building, no mitigation measures are required.
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5.2

Prior to construction commencement, a conservation plan with construction
sequence, method and temporary protection measures for the selected
underground remains to be displayed in the UIA should be provided to AMO
for agreement and approval. A conservation specialist with similar past
experience should be employed to monitor the works to ensure the
underground remains to be displayed are well protected during construction
stage.

OPERATION STAGE

As potential adverse impact due to the display of in-situ foundation remains
of the Former Central School has been identified, it is recommended that a
long term maintenance plan be established by the operator (ie Musketeer
Foundation) and agreed with the relevant authorities (e.g. AMO and
Development Bureau, etc.) prior to the operation of the UIA and the agreed
plan be implemented during the operation of the UIA. Regular audits
should be conducted and a long term maintenance plan as part of the
conservation management plan to be prepared by the operator (ie Musketeer
Foundation) should be reviewed and revised when and where appropriate.
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6.1

6.1.1

6.2

6.2.1

6.2.2

CONSERVATION PROPOSAL AND CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT
PLAN

CONSERVATION PROPOSAL AND CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

The proposed revitalisation has taken into account the conservation guidelines
as detailed in Section 4 of the Conservation Guidelines for the Former Married
Quarters Site on Hollywood Road, in particular Item 6 of Section 4.3 Character
Defining Elements to be Preserved and Conservation Guidelines.

Conservation Proposal

The conservation proposal in relation to the underground archaeological
remains is to construct an UIA to present the cultural significance of the
Former Central School.  As part of the interpretation strategies, part of the in
situ foundation remains and movable objects of archaeological interest
discovered from the Site during previous investigations of the Site will be
displayed to visitors or public to understand the cultural significant of the Site
as an integrated revitalisation of the Project. An interpretation plan for the
Site will be established by the operator (ie Musketeer) for relevant authority
consideration and approval (e.g. AMO and Development Bureau, etc.).

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN (CMP)

The following Conservation Policies and Guidelines are formulated to provide
archaeological guiding principles for future conservation. Conservation
Policies and Guidelines in relation to standing built heritage are addressed in
Chapters 6 and 7 in Volume 1 of BHIA.

Conservation Policy

1) The original use of the Site was for education use (the former
Central School). It is recommended that the proposed new uses
include the education use as part of the future uses.

2) Underground remains are considered as one of the character
defining elements of the Site, conservation and interpretation of the
underground remains to present the cultural significance of the
Former Central School should be taken into account for any future
uses. Itis recommended that an interpretation area with
underground remains should be provided for interpreting the
cultural significance of the Former Central School.

Conservation Guidelines

1) Character defining elements to be preserved in relation to the
underground remains include fragments of cement flooring, layer of
hard-core, underground drainages and ceramic pipes, foundation
walls, mortar wall, white mortar wall and inked marks on granite
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6.2.3

blocks, special finds and other remains excavated during AMQO’s
archaeological investigation 2007 or still remain undiscovered;

2) The preserved remains should be integrated with the new
development and public should be allowed to appreciate their
significance. ~An interpretation plan for the Site, including the
underground remains, for relevant authority’s further consideration
and approval (e.g. AMO and Development Bureau, etc.) should be
prepared. Interpretation can be in the form of (but not restricted
to) a centre or rooms of display for showing the remains and records
of the Central School and the Site. Technical feasibility including
long term management, maintenance and monitoring should be
considered and addressed in the plan.

3) Disturbance to the underground remains may be permitted subject
to AMO’s approval and should be kept in the minimum. Any
proposal to disturbance should be supplemented with justification
to show the necessity of the disturbance, design alternatives to show
the disturbance has been kept to the minimum extent and mitigation
measure proposed.

4) Any future developments that involve soil excavation in the 2nd
Plateau should be monitored by a qualified archaeologist to record
underground surviving remains of the Site. If significant features
are identified, AMO should be informed and appropriate mitigation
measures should be agreed with AMO and be implemented.

Interpretation Plan

According to the ICOMOS Charter on the Interpretation and Presentation of
Cultural Heritage Sites (2008), two of the objectives for interpretation and
presentation of cultural heritage sites are to facilitate understanding and
appreciation of cultural heritage sites and foster public awareness and
engagement in the need for their protection and conservation; and to
communicate the meaning of cultural heritage sites to a range of audiences
through careful, documented recognition of significance, through accepted
scientific and scholarly methods as well as from living cultural traditions.

However, revitalisation of any cultural heritage site for new uses will
inevitably change the understanding of its historic use and this will certainly
be the case for this Project. New uses will be found on the Site which makes
the interpretation of the Site an essential part of maintaining the underground
remains of the Site and providing a means for visitors and users to understand
and appreciate its cultural significance. A full Interpretation Plan will be
prepared during the detailed design stage of the Project with close reference to
the ongoing conservation planning of the Project.

The Interpretive Plan is intended to outline initial interpretive strategies to
relate, reveal and provoke. The Interpretive Plan therefore maps out an
initial strategy to turn the principles of interpretation into a reality for this Site
which shall include:
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¢ Defining the objectives of the interpretation;

e Providing an overview of the context within which the interpretation
takes place;

*  Defining opportunities and constraints for interpretation on the Site;

e  Exploring interpretive approaches;

¢ Laying down a messaging strategy;

e  Expressing a mission statement for interpretation;

¢  OQutlining implications for the Site of the interpretation; and

e  Suggesting methods and media of interpretation.

Site Interpretation

The Site presents the opportunity to provide interpretation for the history of
the Former Central School, education development in the early colonial period
of Hong Kong and underground remains of colonial period in Hong Kong.

One of the elements of the proposed revitalisation is to promote public
appreciation of the cultural significance of the Former Central School by
proper site interpretation. This can be achieved through the construction and
operation of the UIA with display of in situ foundation remains and finds
discovered from the Site. The UIA could be used to tell the history, story and
cultural heritage of the Site to visitors and public by display of in situ
foundation remains, old photographs, maps, interpretive panels, historical
objects and discovered artefacts for interpreting the history of the Former
Central School.

The UIA will be open to public visitors during daytime hours. Besides,
guided tours will be considered to be arranged to public or guests by
appointments. The official opening hours should be agreed. Other
activities will also be arranged for appreciation of the place, where
appropriate, including an open day will also be held before the grand
opening, as well as promotion of future uses.

Information of the story of the Former Central School can be provided in
various forms such as pamphlets, electronic media, photograph prints or other
small souvenir gifts for visitors.

It is also proposed to document the whole process of revitalization work of the
Site for future interpretation material.

The full Interpretation Plan will be prepared by the project proponent for
advance comment and agreement by the relevant authority (e.g. AMO and
Development Bureau, etc.).
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6.2.4

Maintenance Plan

The revitalisation of the Site will create the need for a different management
and maintenance regime. Previously identified underground remains are
preserved in situ on site without maintenance. A new maintenance regime
will have to deal with underground remains to be displayed in situ for visitors
and public to enjoy safely. There will also be a need to maintain the
underground remains of the Site and to ensure that display of the remains in
the UIA are carefully controlled, that monitoring, maintenance and repair
work is carried out by professionals with proper specifications and that
maintenance work is completed in a timely fashion. The overall maintenance
of the Site will be undertaken by the operator (ie Musketeer Foundation)
whilst during the Defects Liability Period, the overall maintenance of the Site
will be undertaken by the ArchSD’s Contractor. The maintenance work
should be governed by well-recognised charters and guidelines. It is
intended that a detailed maintenance plan will be prepared for use
immediately following construction completion of the Project and that this
will provide routine maintenance schedules with recommendations as to what
tasks should be carried out weekly, monthly, annually, etc.

It is recommended that the maintenance plan should be reviewed annually by
building management professionals, conservationists and professionals with
thorough understanding of managing of archaeological remains conservation
to ensure the execution of a proper maintenances programme to be
commissioned by the operator and the Maintenance Plan shall include but not
limited to:

¢ Identification and regular monitoring of fragile areas or areas;

¢ All maintenance work will respect the underground remains to preserve
its authenticity; and

¢  Ensuring all the works are to be done by appropriate conservation
professionals.

The Plan will be prepared by the project proponent for advance comment and
agreement by the relevant authorities (e.g. AMO and Development Bureau,
etc.). The maintenance plan shall be kept at the site office and made available
to the users and professionals who are responsible for up-keeping and
managing the changes of the Site. The maintenance and monitoring plan
should be available upon the completion of construction works for UIA.
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6.2.5

Management Plan

It is recommended that this Conservation Management Plan (CMP) together
with an implementation programme indicating the critical stages and time
frame of future implementation of management and maintenance as well as
the interpretation programmes for the Site, will be prepared by the project
proponent for advance comment and agreement by the relevant authorities
(e.g. AMO and Development Bureau, etc.) prior to the operation of the Project.

The CMP should aim at guiding the long term protection of the underground
remains in operation stage of the Project. The standard and requirements of
maintenance, management and monitoring procedures for protection of the
preserved and displayed underground remains will be documented in the
CMP, which will be used as a control document for guiding the future up-
keeping and maintenance as well as the management of the Site.

This CMP shall be reviewed and updated once a year regularly by the
Conservation Specialist of this Project to be commissioned by the operator for
incorporating any relevant requirements if appropriate. The CMP may also
form part of the educational material and be displayed to the public as part of
the interpretation strategies and be kept in the future UIA.

The management team shall include an underground remains conservation
expert as part of the team to oversee the regular up-keeping, maintenance,
repairs works for the underground remains and the UIA. The organization
charts of the management team are shown in Figures 6.1a and 6.1b. The
frequency of CMP review and the structure of the management team to
implement and uphold the CMP will be addressed in the CMP. Future
interpretation and maintenance programme will also be covered in the CMP.

Recording and Documentation

All reports of conservation studies, conservation plans, site investigation
records (including the 2007 Site Investigation conducted by AMO) associated
with the underground remains prior to and during the construction work
stages of this Project, and records of any future maintenance and repair works,
should be documented and filed at the Site and made available to future users
or professionals who are responsible for up-keeping the underground remains
and the cultural significance of the Site. These reports should be made
available on the operator’s website in future while one copy should be
deposited in the Reference Library of the Heritage Discovery Centre of the
AMO. Details of any major maintenance and repairs should be documented
before and after carrying out of such works for record. Documentation of the
conservation process during the implementation stage will also be required.
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CONCLUSIONS

The Chief Executive announced in his 2009-10 Policy Address to plan for the
renovation of the Former Hollywood Road Police Married Quarters (the Site)
into a creative industries landmark which affects the Former Central School
Site, which is a Site of Archaeological Interest listed by the AMO, an HIA is
required to assess the cultural heritage impacts due to the implementation of
this capital works project.

Musketeers Education and Culture Charitable Foundation Limited
(Musketeers Foundation) was selected as the future operator of the Site and
the Centre for Architectural Heritage Research Centre (CAHR) has been
commissioned by the Architectural Services Department (ArchSD) to conduct
a HIA that included a Built Heritage Impact Assessment (BHIA) and
Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA), for Transformation of the Former
Police Married Quarters Site on Hollywood Road into a Creative Industries
Landmark in the end of 2010. ERM-Hong Kong Limited, as the sub-
consultant of the CAHR, covered the scope for the AIA which is presented in
this report.

The Site, also known as Former Central School, has been listed as a Site of
Archaeological Interest after the site investigation in 2007 conducted by AMO,
and it has been rated as Grade 3 Historic Building in November 2010. The
proposed works for the Project involve preserving two existing buildings,
Block A and Block B and the existing Junior Police Call (JPC) Clubhouse, and
transform them to provide facilities for creative industries, heritage
conservation and provision of public open space uses. It has been proposed
that Blocks A and B will be connected by an I-cube for events of creative
industries; the existing JPC Clubhouse will be transformed to a restaurant; and
an underground interpretation area (UIA) beneath the courtyard between
Blocks A and B will be constructed for meeting public aspiration of displaying
foundation remains and objects of archaeological interest in association with
the Former Central School and manifesting the culturally significant history of
the Former Central School which had been sit on the site.

Desktop review supplemented by GI works findings identified underground
remains unearthed from the Site which attributed to the original foundation
remains of the Former Central School building including fragments of cement
flooring, layer of hard-core, underground drainages, foundation walls, hard
surfaces and inked marks on granite blocks as well as various types of finds.
It was expected that 40% of the foundation of the Former Central School still
remain and concentrated to be located under the 2nd Plateau and therefore
potential to identify further foundation remains of the Former Central School
or objects of archaeological interest in the unexcavated and undisturbed areas
within the 2nd plateau still exist, but it is also anticipated that some of them are
already severely disturbed by the construction of the Former Police Married
Quarters in 1950 within the Site outside the 2nd Plateau area.

With the aim to displaying the Former Central School structural foundations
in the UIA and conserving the existing structural foundations in the ground, a
“base case” scheme was established by the Government as outlined in the
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Government’s “Invitation for Proposal” document of the project to display the
No. 9 shallow foundation identified by the 2007 Site Investigation, partly
visualisable below a transparent glass cover situated in the courtyard and
partly to be displayed in a multi-purpose room-cum-exhibition area that
allows visitors to touch it or sit on directly. However, the scale is minimal
with the extensive scale of foundation remains found in the 2007
archaeological investigation by AMO and thus the preceding scheme is
difficult for visitors to experience extensive and close appreciation on the
cultural significance of foundation remains in association with the Former
Central School. The winning proposal of PMQ announced by the
Government subsequently contained an enhanced “underground
interpretation area (UIA)” scheme replacing the base scheme of displaying
foundation remains and augmenting the interpretative means with organised
guided tours, seminars and workshops with a view to developing a creative
approach by allowing visitors to walk along a re-created corridor between the
underground foundation stones of the former Central School building and to
appreciate its archaeological remnants. Such a proposal will help promote
the cultural characteristics of the district and has the potential to convert the
site into an iconic landmark. As a result, a larger display area with more
variety of foundation remains (such as Foundations No. 3, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11 and
some red brick structures) was considered necessary. Therefore, the current
UIA scheme (i.e. a larger scale of 230m? with more variety of structural
features to be displayed) is put forward. It is considered the largest scale that
requires no additional fire services to be in place with minimum potential
impact on the structural foundations, yet in the same time, enable the
maximum variety of foundations to be displayed for visitors to interpret the
Former Central School Site.

Due to the construction of the UIA in the study area where potential impact
has been identified, an archaeological investigation has been recommended to
be implemented prior to construction in accordance with an action plan to be
submitted by works agency to and approved by AMO in the concerned areas
following the administrative mechanism established for Sites of Archeological
Interest to preserve the impacted, undisturbed and unexcavated areas with
archaeological interest as appropriate.

Three small discrete areas with underground foundation remains are
potentially impacted by the construction of access way of the UIA. However,
while the extant remains within two of the impacted areas are considered
small scale (i.e. parts of Foundation No. 9), the remaining one with mortar
wall (i.e. northern part of Foundation No. 3) has been seriously disturbed by
previous development. Therefore, the impact is considered acceptable. It
has been recommended that the impacted remains be collected and properly
stored as much as practicable to allow future replacement and adjacent
remains that may be indirectly impacted should also be well protected prior to
new materials added onto them and full documentation (including
photographic and video recording) should be conducted prior to, during and
upon completion of the works at the impacted area to preserve the impacted
remains for probable restoration in future.
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Archaeological watching brief has also been recommended during
construction stage to ensure concerned areas (including the ceramic traps
associated with underground drainage nos. D3 and D4 adjacent to the
proposed pile perimeter walls for the UIA, the proposed pile caps TTA4 and
TTA7) are monitored to avoid and minimise potential impact and details of
the archaeological watching brief shall be devised in the Archaeological
Action Plan.

Fragmented features or structures had also been identified in the 1st, 3rd and 4t
Plateaux probably attributed to the Former Central School but partly
destroyed by the past development on site and therefore considered to have
relatively low significance. Therefore, although construction of a passenger
lift in the 4th Plateau and underground utilities likely to be located in the 1st
and 4t Plateaux and landscape works may be located in these Plateaux are
proposed, potential impact is anticipated but considered acceptable with
mitigation measure. As detail design for these ground works are not
available in this stage, precise mitigation measure cannot be provided but it is
recommended that other ground works areas that involve ground excavation
in areas undisturbed by previous works relating to PMQ at the 1st, 3rd and 4t
Plateaux, where former remains may still exist, an archaeological investigation
or archaeological watching brief should be conducted. Subject to the detailed
design of the works, an archaeological investigation or archaeological
watching brief shall be devised in the Archaeological Action Plan.

In order to ensure Site Staff are aware of the archaeological deposits in the
Site, an induction briefing has been recommended to be provided to all on-site
staff briefing on the possible discovery that may be encountered and a
communication plan and procedures be in place during construction stage so
that appropriate action could be taken if suspected archaeological deposits are
identified.

It should also be noted that the underground remains in the Site have been
considerably disturbed. With proper implementation of mitigation measures
and conservation works, the proposed UIA displaying optimal foundation
remains is considered an appropriate and beneficial option for the future
revitalisation of the Site.

Appropriate conservation policies, conservation guidelines, interpretation,
maintenance and management plan are presented in the CMP for the Project
to control and manage the change of the Site.
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Annex A

Location Plan and Drill
Hole Records for the Four
Drill Holes of Phase I

Ground Investigation
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Annex B

Location Plan and
Photographic Records for
the Ten Trial Pits of Phase I

Ground Investigation
Works



Figure B

FILE: 0126759e1
DATE: 18/01/2011

Location of Ten Trial Pits (TTA1 - TTA8, TTB1 & TTB4) in Phase | Gl Work
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TTA3 TTA4 with granite slab by the southwest wall
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TTA7 exposed the foundation remains identified by AMO in 2007 TTAS



TTB1 TTB4
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Findings of Phase II Ground
Investigation Works
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Layout Plan and Section Drawings of TTC1
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Section Drawings of TTC3
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Annex D

Findings Extracted from
Report on Stability
Assessment of Existing
Retaining Walls Former
Police Married Quarters at
Hollywood Road
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