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Wartime Communal Kitchens along the streams of Talkoo Reservoir

Wednesday,

HOMGKONG TELEGRAPH

June 25 194]

EQUITABLE RICE
DISTRIBUTION

| the Invitatien,

—

ftice Sales Fund Commitlee, held of

| hetd ot June 16, which hod been chi-

| the Commilice's propocals In relolios |

| wan declded lo send o reply o the

| the CGuild o sliow ke lsller o be

Tho [ellowinz ore Lhe minules uf
the tevenith metting of the Kaullable

Mcdical lHepdquorlers on Mhonday,
There were preacnd, the Rev, W, I
Alloa, Mr E. L. Curtls, Mr C, N. L),
Me C. C ' Liso, Mr Wong Quincey,
Mev. 1. A. Willenbach, and 1lon, Dr|
I*, 8. Selwyn~Clarka In the Chalr.
Tre minutesd of the sixth meeling

culaled, were Inilrn ar read and were |
ronfirmed 03 amendéd.

The Chalrman stated . thal efforls |

je rvorstrucl m sultable oll° burnct
enpable of cooking rice in the 40-Inch
rice bollers had not yel been crowned

with sticecss. The cxperlmenls were |
| still procecding ends o lcading oll

vumpaly was docaling the oll,

Hale of VYepelablea
s Excellency lhe Governor had
pracloualy [ndlented bis loterest o

lo improving cenditions for the vepge-
wh Iarmer and Lhe COnsUImEr.
The Cholrman read a leller doled

Juee 21, Irom e Chalrmon.of thel.

Vepelable, Frull Owners and Eme
ployres Oulld. After discussioh, It
Gu'ld thonklng the Guild for Lhelr
wfler of a full Inveatigallon of tlm
aclivities of the lsons and ncrepling

. Memrx E. L Qurtls end C. N. LI

vweere appolnled 23 representatives ip lircller. For the purppse o these

imecl with o repgresenlalive of Lhe
Cukld. It wos, also, declded 1o psk

published so thal the peneral publa
mHEhl have an epporiunily of viewing
the cilunlon [rem the acgle of the
members of the Cuild.,

Bellleg Price of Rica

| In the meeling. NMeceipls had amotmnis

| Lary basls,

| rlee retallers should Lo regulred bx

gnd 120 socks (plus 307 Iba) of
Grode 1 rice hod been sold during
the week ending June 20, The fall-
irg off In the eales hod resulled [rom
tha fallure In supply - of Grede A |
fromi Government podowns ond " 1o
ihe Increase In priccs ruled by ihe |
Conlroller of Food referred tocarlier

ool o $7.707.50. Payment (o Governs-
menl amounted fo §7,270.22 and o
further sum of $1040 was expended
in traneport making o (otal of §7,203.-
02, The credil balence. wns §491.80,
all J!nhm{r aod supervision sl the
Whree. riee’ depols belng or o volun-

The Commitice endorsed the nppll-
calion which the Chalrman had muode
to the Conliroller of Food thal all

rerulntlon o exhibit the pelees and
descriptions of all prades of clee held
or expoted [or saletin thelr shopa.

There being no ciher Lupicess, the
mecting wos cdjourncd uniil 3 pm,
on Monday, June 30,

Whalesale Deals

A Covernmeni Gazelle Exiraord-
imary lssued yesierday publishes now
Wholesale Deallngs In Rice Negpulas
tlons, and declores:
" On ond wiler tho coming [nlo force
of these regulailons ne person shall |
deol In rice whelesale withoul the
wrillen permicslon of the Mice Con-

regulntlons— .

(o) A person ehall be deeomed (o
denl In rlce i he buys or cells, ciilers
Iinle any agrecment for purchase or
eale, tronsfers, Lakes Inle his possca-
slan, romoves from hla poascasion, or
olherwlst atquiren or disposcs ol
any rice under ony conljoctl of purs |

The Conlroler of Fosd had ad=|
vised In o Jelier dotled June 1T that
the Commitiee’s Grade A rice should |

ichase or mld, whelher enlered Inlo

orfore the coming Inlo force of thoae
regulations or nol: |
{b) “Whalcsale™ In relafllon 1o the

now be cold ol §10.50 por pleul and jsnle of rice meana the aale Ly one
Grade 11 {now Grode D under Loriperson 9 onolher who Luys o ecll

Conlroller’s Tew spoclficalions) ot
$15 per. ploul,

Severnl members of e Commililes
pressed [or o feconalderation of the
fnew acale of @ prices which Yem
maxima nnd abore the prices choarpal
by the rice relall ahopa [of cOrTEs
ponding grades. The Hew, H. A, Wik
lenbach suggoitd that théte might
e Lbazed gpon redlacomenl ocosla

The Cholonan sinicd thal the ris
hod been purchased ol lhe originsd
peices (hat the Commitles was nel &
commercial underiakling nd g5 not)
put o make n profit from tho sale of |
rice, pnd that he would sppeal o 'lll-'~:
Coniroller of Food [or permiasion. s
sell the rice ol the original rolcs ol
any rale untll all the rice owned by
the Commiilee had been sold.

it was generally agreed Lhal I
view of the facl that the Commiitles
hoperd (0 ciose down s rice depols
phorily, thls scemed o be 8 reoson-
A proposal,

Report of Diresior |
ihe ThHreclor reporled Lhal Hli

eacke (plus 37 1be.) of Grade A rice

agaln and Inclades any sale of rlee
in any quaniity t'l:{['mj,Ln‘;' 20 plculs;

(e} "Person™ Includea a Arm.

The trovisglnas of the Conirneld
{War HesirictionsY Oodinonce, 1017,
shiall mpply’In the cace of any con-
iraci the performonce of which b
interfered with by e peceasily on
the part of any person of complying
with the reguirements of these e
rulatlons,

Thiz provislons of (ke Defence He=
mulalicns, 1040, ahall apply for the
purpass aof the enforcement of Lheso
regulations and olherwlse In relntion
therola, and theto regulations =hall
b copstrurd and lnke cifect om I
tie formed part, snd shall be deemed
le form part, of the Defence Dagulas
tona, 1040,
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A news report on the seventh meeting of Equitable
Rice Sales Fund Committee held on 23 June 1941,
indicating the thorough discussion on a number of
issues such as cooking facilities, vegetables supply
and rice price.
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A tremendous number of refugees fled to Hong Kong after the fall of Canton in October
1938, leading to a drastic increase in the demand for food. On the verge of war, the
Essential Commodities Reserve Ordinance was enforced in October 1939 to regulate
food supply and the Food Control Office was set up to control food prices and reserves
in April 1940. In response to the soaring price of rice, the government appointed an
officer as the Rice Controller in December 1940 and issued orders to fix rice prices using
a grading system. The formation of the Essential Commodities Board and the Food and CELSORT
Firewood Control Board in February 1941 was an attempt to manage the stable supply of RO
food and other necessities. Consequently, the Rice Monopoly was established in June
1941in order to stabilize the supply of staple foods. Given that no subsidy was granted to
rice, the Equitable Rice Sales Fund Committee offered rice to the public at well below
the market price. The committee also encouraged the consumption of cargo rice
(unpolished rice) as a means of improving nutrition and preventing beriberi disease, and
endeavoured to establish communal
Kitchens to help the poor. It was proposed
that 23 communal kitchens employing
3,000 cooks and workers be set up at 15
sites within and outside the city. The &
proposed scale of the site along the
streams of Taikoo Reservoir was the
largest of all the rural communal kitchens.
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Refugee camp was built at Pat Heung, Yuen Long and the railway trucks were used as temporary shelter
at Tai Po and Fanling due to the influx of refugees.

AEE FEVE ( EEBAFI939FEFRET )
4 Photos from 'Annual Medical Report for the year 1939 the Hong Kong Government'
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Fully occupied huts of North Point Government Refugee Camp
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at the communal kitchen were reported
in three news from mid-November to

emergency notice, the military drill and
early December 1941

An evacuation drill, the government
the distribution exercise of free meals
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the government issued an emergency notice announcing that the
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,
ten auxiliary corps, such as the fire, transport, medical, labour, and supply services. The

members of the Emergency Food Control Service were listed in the Auxiliary Supply
Distribution Officers and Officers in Charge of Communal Kitchens. Threatened by
typhoon, the first communal kitchen commenced offering low-priced meals at Wanchali

Market on 15 September 1941. An evacuation exercise at Tai Hang was conducted on 11
350,000 people. The communal kitchen at O'Brien Road, Wanchai distributed free meals

eight rural communal kitchen sites would be used as dispersal areas to accommodate
to 8,000 people on 1 December 1941.

November 1941, which also involved testing the operation of the communal kitchens. On

Corps Instructions issued in September 1941, which included, for example, the
24 November 1941

Enacted in July 1941, the Civil Defence Corps Regulations were designated to govern the
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Marching of the Hong Kong Volunteers Defence

5z
Corps outside the Southorn Playground, 1941.
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List of the proposed sites for communal kitchens,

operation of the first communal kitchen in
were reported in three news from September to

Wanchai and work progress of other kitchens
October 1941
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September - November 1941

The Wanchal Market Commmunal Kitchen

REBEILRHERENAERE

1941 F9OHEHFEHHERAHERE EFRIFTEHRE
A news report on the operation of the first communal kitchen at Wanchai Market in
September 1941

The Sales of Unpolished (Cargo) Rice

Starting from 15 September 230 t0 10:30 am. | 20Urce
(commenced in the afternoon of 15 September S =00 | The Hong Kong Telegraph,
Openina Hours due to typhoon) andi4-3010'7:00'p.m. 20 September 1941
p g : 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. _

Starting from 16 October 1941 and 4:00 to 7:00 p.m Hwa Shiang Pao, 16 October 1941
Period / Cooked rice | Cooked unpolished rice sung Hwa Shiang Pao, 16 September 1941
S a| es VO | ume (7 taels per bowl, (7 taels per bowl, price: 3cents | (tasty snack, 7 to 9 maces ggdsggfeﬁ%ne? 1K§ 2% [EHER

price: 3 cents) with one portion of sung ) per portion, price: 1 cent)
15 — 21 September | 6835 bowls 17420 bowls 3673 POrtions | by cemorsber toat
Early November (1 week) | 1505 bowls 20864 bowls 2177 portions | TaKung Pao, 11-13 November 1941
. Hwa Shiang Pao, 2 December 1941
23 -30 November 1205 bowls 16760 bowls 1491 portions | and The Kung Sheung Daily News,
3 December 1941,

Financial Position
(17 September to 30 November)

Amount received: $8909.4, Expenditure: $9036.75,

Deficit: ($127.35)

The Kung Sheung Daily News,
3 December 1941

Note: Citizens were required to bring along their own bowls, buy the tickets and pay the exact amount. The 30th meeting
of Equitable Rice Sales Fund Committee pointed out that the decrease in late November was due to the free
distribution of cooked rice in the drills of the Civil Defence Crops, and the reduction of people buying cooked rice
under the Blackout exercise.

Fair Price
Selling Depots

Price

Sales Volume /
Nos. of persons

e Stall no. 180, Central Market

e Stall no. 11, South Block of Sheung Wan Market
o Stall no. 81, Sai Ying Pun Market

o Stall no. 82, Wanchai Market

e Yaumatei Market (to be confirmed)

e Stall no. 26, Mongkok Market

e Stall no. 23, Hunghom Market

o Stall no. 11, Kowloon Market

12 dollars per picul (2 dollars subsidied)
8 catties 6 taels per dollar

Four quantities of rice priced at 5, 10, 20 and 50 cents
Purchase not exceeding 1 dollar

Source

Hwa Shiang Pao,
18 September 1941

Hwa Shiang Pao,
23 September 1941

(Starting from 22 August to

5 December 1941, the official price was
14 dollar; GA 1941 No. 1005 & 1461)

Ta Kung Pao, 13 November 1941

8890 catties (in one week) 2590 persons | (The report of last week’s sales volume
at the 27th meeting)
92 piculs per day 2810 persons The Kung Sheung Daily News,

106 piculs and 20 catties per day 3080 persons

3 December 1941

(The report of sales volume in the last
two weeks of November at the 30th
meeting)

Note: The Fair Price Selling Depots at the Central Market, Wanchai Market and the Yaumatei Market were staffed by the
Tung Wah Hospital Committee, the Hong Kong Red Swastika Society and the North Point Refugee Camp, Medical
Department respectively before June 1941 (Hong Kong Sunday Herald, 1941-06-01), but the subsequent
manpower arrangement was unknown.
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Black Christmas of Hong Kong
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B YEWRlE—722 12821 HEFEHERZSRAHE - FEEBHE - - Hong Kong Governor Sir Mark Young surrendered to the Japanese Army on Christmas Day, 1941
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PusLic WoORES DEPARTMENT. %g. B ﬁ s A
No. 8. 495.—1t is bereby notified that sealed tenders m triplicate, which should
i;;la clearly msu(';ked “ Tender i'orJ C‘omnm;af ,I({ilc(];ens at._nli'gvl:)gnJ”},pai'ci?l ebgv;:nieiieﬁnat *ﬂ & m f;‘ . L«'{ tg ED w E.r[ "‘s ﬁ
the Colonial Secretary’s Oflice until Noon of Monday, the Sth day of December, 1941. s o L : _ ‘g
The work consists of the erection of oil iti}:eri Tcitcheu:m brick andliﬁ?{)d. - :,ﬁg % ,E:Et: gg ig g -’é. {’E m . f’» Fﬁ
3 ol i) B -
As security for the proper performance of the works under this contract, th — ‘ : ‘ .
successiul t(enderexi will be fequired Ui,o (lgposir, in cz;;g, ; SUUI:“G:}E ‘;’-;?,588 11.'r\.a?ict,h t,h: r 43 .EQ m' (5?. -lIi m v e f}ﬁ -!‘?- v :t( 'i;i' é t
Accountant-(zeneral. . 9 Ay = ‘ 2 - MU g
| w E H_R?I@ﬁ._gi_;'gﬂr W -4 53
Any tenderer}may“be mquzi‘ed asl a]condmon of hhe;r?lnafc]]eratmn or acceptance of i 2 4 ﬂf % & T-.‘,"-.‘ ,!1 o ﬁ ﬁﬂ 'ﬁ' ﬁ 'i r n
his tender to supply full particulars of the constitution of his firm. ;‘? LY jm &% T - '
T2E2WNFOLEE . 43~
A tender is received nm_ly on the cuml‘i{'i(m that _it. ghail remain open for acceptance 5;;; ﬁ- 75 . é H m x !‘l_:’ B# ;_j’ -3"-!: & s
for twenty-one clear days after the date of its submission. ﬁ $ S ™ e 2 R’ - E m ijﬂ II:J&
For form of tender, specification and further particulars apply at this Office, “ Z" g&_ l"i a’l'.: ‘t Eu b | B &k Z 'm ‘
-~ 'I'he Government does not bind itself to accept the lowest or any tender. @ ﬁE {& m ﬂ‘ﬁ m & ﬁ 3’)} f'E 7&: JL“,
1941-12-11
A, B Penves,

Direcior oi Public Works.

26th November, 1941,

KRNI RERE R E ST mAviEHRE
) N A news report on the fully packed temporary shelters
1941%11526H Eﬂﬁ?ﬁu%}%ﬁ%@lﬁﬂ%g@%ﬁ&ﬁ of dispersal area nearby Taikoo Sugar Refinery
Government Gazette for building Kowloon Communal

Kitchens dated 26 November 1941

Taikoo Reservoir

. . . : . Ola | k————— i 35
Kai Tak airfield had been damaged by bombing in the morning before ;“El___:_,,-%,_ﬁ._«-,g.—%—— ) Tjik‘a;ﬂjky%d

the tender exercise for erecting the Kowloon Communal Kitchens
was closed at noon on 8 December 1941. The headmaster of Ellis
Kadoorie School was appointed to be the commander of Taikoo y
Braemar Dispersal Area, with its headquarters at the property /XL |19
known as “Woodside” on 9 December 1941. The communal Vvl
Kitchen started to offer two meals a day to the people
staying there. The government announced that temporary
shelters in the dispersal areas were fully occupied, and
stressed through radio broadcasting the sufficiency of
food reserves in Hong Kong and the availability of free
meals at the Wan Chai Communal Kitchen to people who
could not afford to buy any rice. The success of the
sudden Japanese attack on the Shing Mun Redoubt
resulted in the British abandonment of the Gin Drinkers
Line and the retreat from Kowloon on 13 December 1941.
The Taikoo Braemar Dispersal Area was under attack from
afternoon till dusk every day during the period of
cross-harbour bombardment. On 18 December 1941, the
Japanese troops landed almost simultaneously on Hong Kong
Island at North Point, Quarry Bay and Shau Kei Wan, and the
soldiers from one regiment advanced southward through the
Taikoo Braemar Dispersal Area. The members of staff at Woodside
were all detained and the provisions stored there were all looted. On
21 December, people staying at the dispersal area were coerced by the
Japanese to move back to the city. Hong Kong's defenders resisted
resolutely but inevitably failed to repel the invaders. The governor surrendered to
the Japanese on 25 December and the communal kitchens ceased operation.
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On the night of 18 December 1941, the

Japanese troops landed almost

simultaneously on Hong Kong Island at

. o North Point, Quarry Bay and Shau Kei Wan

) [, =%/  and the soldiers from one regiment advanced

i \<J/ southward through the Taikoo Braemar

>/ Dispersal Area.

( (& B BN EFSBEREB12H18HE12H25H)
HAR DN E R FGIRE/ B ARG ET & B L B ETT 55 s on
L mdReE: C13031811000)

(Battle progress outline drawing of fighting for capture of Hong Kong Island From
December 18 to December 25, Provided by Japan Center for Asian Historical Records /
Collection of National Institute for Defense Studies, Reference No.: C13031811000)
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Surviving amidst chaos

1945 PR FEj K ZEEE R S o
Taikoo Dockyard under attack by the Allied bombers, 1945.

ST 194558 A SRS SRANTE o

Internees-in the Stanley Internment Camp, August 1945.
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In the Japanese Occupation period of three years and eight months, repatriation and
rationing policies were implemented in order to reduce the pressure of feeding the
population of 1.6 million. Survival in such times of chaos hung heavy on the citizens
trying to get enough food for each meal. The population of Hong Kong had dwindled
drastically to 600,000 when Japan announced her surrender on 15 August 1945. By that
time, industrial and commercial activities in Hong Kong had been severely curtailed and
the city was on the brink of starvation as the food reserves had been exhausted. The
post-war military government restored food supply and trading, thus eliminating the 19458 HE BT IS » T EA I KIBAIRR(E o

possibility of imminent upheaval caused by food shortages in Hong Kong. A long queue of rice rationing shortly after the Liberation of Hong Kong in August 1945
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As time goes by
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1967 Efin ZEHE /B R R By 7K IEFIMGE ZE L g LR B RV B M EX bt o #thERA ~ B ~ CIR{B{RTFEIFIE L -
hEEDIETFAIE © HIRL1-4[RRIB I A1F » HIESARN KRR o (M EHEZ 2288 H #w5e5615-1967)

Sites of 9 groups of wartime stoves can be identified to the south of Taikoo Reservoir and Woodside in 1967
aerial photograph. The wartime stoves still survive in Site A, B and C. Site D retains only two original stoves,
while none survives at Site 1-4 and the condition of Site 5 is unknown. (Aerial photo no. 5615-1967. Courtesy of
the Survey and Mapping Office, Lands Department)

1941 FREBIE R G /KIELUINBEALERE TR ° SR NHIEEMEE B ER) Newspapers in 1941 detailed the 10 proposed sites of communal kitchens along the streams

B A /N ZA01E o 2EB1960F A B FIFZCRE E » A Y8R 4 o 7K 35 R Ak e of Taikoo Reservoir, which included the provision of canvas shelters and 80 brick stoves,

= S s = ay . Ry 1 comprising 40 large ones and 40 smaller in size. Based on 1960s’ maps and aerial photos,
@L’Lrﬁﬁﬁ‘iﬁ'“‘ﬁ HIEK - ZHRBRFRREL « Al LEE—EER FEK the sites of 9 groups of wartime stoves can be identified to the south of Taikoo Reservoir

RRIE » ERBMIAVERE - —HEMEFMIE o FUHERRBEMA1F > MB—H  and Woodside. Today, the wartime stoves still survive in three sites, with workbenches

BEETFAEBWHES ' AT - fllEa NGH/KIEM T X2:uE ) EEMBEEREE  downeither side of the site and a larger stove possibly used for boiling water. The brickwork

g&*m;é% SRPENE LRSS ALREWEREN » FESERRES of these facilities is still well preserved. Another site retains only two original stoves, while

gt B IE none survive at four of the sites. The condition of one site is unknown due to the coverage
of dense vegetation over a prolonged period of time. The disappearance of Taikoo Reservoir
and industrial facilities in Quarry Bay resulted from the post-war economic development of
Hong Kong, but the communal kitchens' brick stoves preserved in the country park provide
compelling evidence of Hong Kong's wartime suffering.
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