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Emergence of Communal Kitchens
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A tremendous number of refugees fled to Hong Kong after the fall of Canton in October
1938, leading to a drastic increase in the demand for food. On the verge of war, the

Essential

food sup
in April

Commodities Reserve Ordinance was enforced in October 1939 to regulate

oly and the Food Control Office was set up to control food prices and reserves

1940. In response to the soaring price of rice, the government a

officer as the Rice Controller in December 1940 and issued orders to fix rice
a grading system. The formation of the Essential Commodities Board and t

opointed an
orices using

ne Food and

-irewood Control Board in February 1941 was an attempt to manage the stable supply of
food and other necessities. Consequently, the Rice Monopoly was established in June
19471in order to stabilize the supply of staple foods. Given that no subsidy was granted to

rice, the Equitable Rice Sales Fund Committee offered rice to the public at well below
the market price. The committee also encouraged the consumption of cargo rice
(unpolished rice) as a means of improving nutrition and preventing beriberi disease, and
endeavoured to establish communal
Kitchens to help the poor. It was proposed

that 23

communal kitchens employing

3,000 cooks and workers be set up at 15
sites within and outside the city. The
proposed scale of the site along the

streams

of Taikoo Reservoir was the

largest of all the rural communal kitchens.
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Fully occupied huts of North Point Government Refugee Camp
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Wartime Communal Kitchens along the streams of Talkoo Reservoir
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A news report on the seventh meeting of Equitable
Rice Sales Fund Committee held on 23 June 1941,
indicating the thorough discussion on a number of
issues such as cooking facilities, vegetables supply
and rice price.
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Refugee camp was built at Pat Heung, Yuen Long and the railway trucks were used as temporary shelter
at Tai Po and Fanling due to the influx of refugees.
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4 Photos from 'Annual Medical Report for the year 1939 the Hong Kong Government'
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the government issued an emergency notice announcing that the

ten auxiliary corps, such as the fire, transport, medical, labour, and supply services. The
members of the Emergency Food Control Service were listed in the Auxiliary Supply
Distribution Officers and Officers in Charge of Communal Kitchens. Threatened by
typhoon, the first communal kitchen commenced offering low-priced meals at Wanchali

Market on 15 September 1941. An evacuation exercise at Tai Hang was conducted on 11
350,000 people. The communal kitchen at O'Brien Road, Wanchai distributed free meals

eight rural communal kitchen sites would be used as dispersal areas to accommodate
to 8,000 people on 1 December 1941.

November 1941, which also involved testing the operation of the communal kitchens. On

Corps Instructions issued in September 1941, which included, for example, the
24 November 1941

Enacted in July 1941, the Civil Defence Corps Regulations were designated to govern the
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November to

at the communal kitchen were reported

in three news from mid

emergency notice, the military drill and
early December 1941

An evacuation drill, the government
the distribution exercise of free meals
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List of the proposed sites for communal kitchens,

EEF
Marching of the Hong Kong Volunteers Defence
operation of the first communal kitchen in

Corps outside the Southorn Playground, 1941.
were reported in three news from September to

Wanchai and work progress of other kitchens
October 1941
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September - November 1941

The Wanchal Market Communal Kitchen The Sales of Unpolished (Cargo) Rice

(comm?a%%retcijnig tfgggtelrfoi‘negt?g"sz&rember 7:301t0 10:30 a.m, |_>04rce » Stall no. 180, Central Market Source
. . The Hong Kong Telegraph,
| due to typhoon) and 4:30 0 7:00 p.m. | oo o oar » Stall no. 11, South Block of Sheung Wan Market
Opening Hours e . - Stall no. 81, Sai Ying Pun Market
Starting from 16 October 1941 2007 AN e Shiang Pao, 16 October 1941 Fair Price e Stall no. 82, Wanchai Market |
and 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Se”ln De OtS ] _ Hwa Sh|ang PaO,
g bep » Yaumatei Market (to be confirmed) 18 September 1941
Period / Cooked rice | Cooked unpolished rice Sung Hwa Shiang Pao, 16 September 1941 > Sielll e, 218, ol (o S LGl
Sales Volume (7 taels per bowl, (7 taels per bowl, price: 3 cents | (tasty snack, 7 to 9 maces ggdsgg‘tﬂelr}l]%ne? 1Ké)21q Telegraph, . Stall no. 23, Hunghom Market
u price: 3 cents) with one portion of sung ) per portion, price: 1 cent) e Stall no. 11, Kowloon Market

. Hong Kong Daily Press, . .y
15 - 21 September | 6835 bowls 17420 bowls 3673 portions Zé?ggeptgrrﬁbefll)émress 12 dollars per picul (2 dollars subsidied) Hwa Shiang Pao,

_ Price 8 catties 6 taels per dollar 23 September 1941
Early November (1 week) | 1505 bowls 20864 bowls 2177 portions | TaKung Pao, 11-13 November 1941 Four quantities of rice priced at 5, 10, 20 and 50 cents | (Starting from 22 Augustio =

S t ool dal 5 December 1941, the official price was

| Hwa Shiang Pao, 2 December 1941 urchase not exceeding L dollar 14 dollar; GA 1941 No. 1005 & 1461)

23 -30 November 1205 bowls 16760 bowls 1491 portions | and The Kung Sheung Daily News,
3 December 1941, 8890 catties (i y =T Ta Kung Pao, 13 November 1941
catties (in one wee ersons | (th fl k's sales vol
Financial Position | Amount received: $8909.4, Expenditure: $9036.75, | The Kung Sheung Daily News, ) P e 27 mestngy S Saies volume
(17 September to 30 Noverber) Deficit: ($127.35 3 December 1941 Sales Volume / _
P EfCIt. ( g ) 92 picu|s per day 2810 persons The Kung Sheung Dally News,

Nos. of persons 3 December 1941

(The report of sales volume in the last
two weeks of November at the 30th
meeting)

Note: Citizens were required to bring along their own bowls, buy the tickets and pay the exact amount. The 30th meeting
of Equitable Rice Sales Fund Committee pointed out that the decrease in late November was due to the free
distribution of cooked rice in the drills of the Civil Defence Crops, and the reduction of people buying cooked rice
under the Blackout exercise. Note:The Fair Price Selling Depots at the Central Market, Wanchai Market and the Yaumatei Market were staffed by the

Tung Wah Hospital Committee, the Hong Kong Red Swastika Society and the North Point Refugee Camp, Medical
Department respectively before June 1941 (Hong Kong Sunday Herald, 1941-06-01), but the subsequent
manpower arrangement was unknown.

106 piculs and 20 catties per day 3080 persons
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Black Christmas of Hong Kong
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A news report on the fully packed temporary shelters
194111 F26 H B HISIBIREENLEE A HERE of dispersal area nearby TaiKoo Sugar Refinery

Government Gazette for building Kowloon Communal
Kitchens dated 26 November 1941 K&K IE

Taikoo Reservoir

Kai Tak airfield had been damaged by bombing in the morning before Txk?nﬂj";:%d

the tender exercise for erecting the Kowloon Communal Kitchens
was closed at noon on 8 December 1941. The headmaster of Ellis
Kadoorie School was appointed to be the commander of Taikoo
Braemar Dispersal Area, with its headquarters at the property
known as “Woodside” on 9 December 1941. The communal
Kitchen started to offer two meals a day to the people
staying there. The government announced that temporary
shelters in the dispersal areas were fully occupied, and
stressed through radio broadcasting the sufficiency of

food reserves in Hong Kong and the availability of free

meals at the Wan Chai Communal Kitchen to people who

could not afford to buy any rice. The success of the

sudden Japanese attack on the Shing Mun Redoubt
resulted in the British abandonment of the Gin Drinkers

Line and the retreat from Kowloon on 13 December 1941. 1941F12F18H® - El?j:jiﬁ_:f't%
The Taikoo Braemar Dispersal Area was under attack from ) EleaSALA - MIRAMERE

- - - — R HE BIUGHE o
afternoon till dusk every day during the period of

On the night of 18 December 1941, the

cross-harbour bombardment. On 18 December 1941, the At mbnslanded e
Japanese troops landed almost simultaneously on Hong Kong simultaneously on Hong Kong Island at
Island at North Point, Quarry Bay and Shau Kei Wan, and the Ngfthh POilf:jt; QU?”Y Bay and Shau Kedi Wan d
soldiers from one regiment advanced southward through the Soi?hvsaredstohmﬁ;sh [ﬁ;nTg?keogeglr?eer:;? gnee
Taikoo Braemar Dispersal Area. The members of staff at Woodside Dispersal Area.

were all detained and the provisions stored there were all looted. On

21 December, people staying at the dispersal area were coerced by the ((FESHREBEIHCAREBE12H18HE12/525H)

HAR TN E ROt/ B A BhEE BALFh{Ef 7 A dn -

Japanese to move back to the city. Hong Kong's defenders resisted g D429 (©13031811000)
resolutely but inevitably failed to repel the invaders. The governor surrendered to ( Battle progress outline drawing of fighting for capture of Hong Kong Island From

December 18 to December 25, Provided by Japan Center for Asian Historical Records /

the Japanese on 25 December and the communal kitchens ceased operation. Collection of National Institute for Defense Studies, Reference No. : C13031811000)
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Surviving amidst chaos
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Taikoo Dockyard under attack by the Allied bombers, 1945.
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Internees-in the Stanley Internment Camp, August 1945.
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In the Japanese Occupation period of three years and eight months, repatriation and
rationing policies were implemented in order to reduce the pressure of feeding the
population of 1.6 million. Survival in such times of chaos hung heavy on the citizens
trying to get enough food for each meal. The population of Hong Kong had dwindled
drastically to 600,000 when Japan announced her surrender on 15 August 1945. By that
time, industrial and commercial activities in Hong Kong had been severely curtailed and
the city was on the brink of starvation as the food reserves had been exhausted. The
post-war military government restored food supply and trading, thus eliminating the 19458 HE RTINS » T ER I KIBAIRR(E o

possibility of imminent upheaval caused by food shortages in Hong Kong. A long queue of rice rationing shortly after the Liberation of Hong Kong in August 1945
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As time goes by
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Sites of 9 groups of wartime stoves can be identified to the south of Taikoo Reservoir and Woodside in 1967
aerial photograph. The wartime stoves still survive in Site A, B and C. Site D retains only two original stoves,
while none survives at Site 1-4 and the condition of Site 5 is unknown. (Aerial photo no. 5615-1967. Courtesy of
the Survey and Mapping Office, Lands Department)

1941 FRHREFR RN GI/KIELLIMEEZE A HENE TR ° &8N RSB E/] Newspapersin 1941 detailed the 10 proposed sites of communal kitchens along the streams
= FFZEEB E o AT SR K o oK 4 RO AR of Taikoo Reservoir, which included the provision of canvas shelters and 80 brick stoves,

(& kKt K/ 25 401E o ﬁﬁ,ﬁm196o:-ﬁﬂ’3i1ﬂ ZE fig ey + 40 srraller in sive. Based (HHOADS = R
— S s = = Ry i comprising arge ones an smaller in size. Based on s' maps and aerial photos,
@L’Lrﬁﬁﬁ‘iﬁ"“'ﬁ HIEK - ZHERTFRIIEM - AT FEA—ELEA (FEK the sites of 9 groups of wartime stoves can be identified to the south of Taikoo Reservoir

RRIE - ERBHIAYERNE - —HEMEFMIE o UMERREML 17 » mB i and Woodside. Today, the wartime stoves still survive in three sites, with workbenches

ERETFAEBEWHESZS ' AT - B8 a NH/KIERA T EEEERAE  downeither side of the site and a larger stove possibly used for boiling water. The brickwork

2% —Tﬁ}%% SRPENE S EEEALRESWEREN » FE5ESFES of these facilities is still well preserved. Another site retains only two original stoves, while

gt B IR none survive at four of the sites. The condition of one site is unknown due to the coverage
of dense vegetation over a prolonged period of time. The disappearance of Taikoo Reservoir
and industrial facilities in Quarry Bay resulted from the post-war economic development of
Hong Kong, but the communal kitchens' brick stoves preserved in the country park provide
compelling evidence of Hong Kong's wartime suffering.
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