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Shan Ha Tsuen, Yuen Long
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Shan Ha Tsuen

The founding ancestor of the villagers of Shan Ha
Tsuen, Yuen Long was Cheung Chik-san (also
known as Chuk-ping), the son of Cheung Yu-lam,
who is regarded as the clan’s “honourable
progenitor”. During the Wanli reign (1573-1620)
of the Ming dynasty, Cheung Chik-san was
conferred the status of an “eighth-ranked official
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Record of Shan Ha Tsuen in the 1935 edition of Cheungs’ Genealogy
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Migration route of the Cheung clan from mainland China to
Shan Ha Tsuen

with cap and sash”. To safeguard the future of his
salt business, he moved from Huang Cun in
Dongguan to the fertile land of Wang Chau,
Xin'an, where he settled near the Lam and Lee
families. As Cheung’s descendants began to
proliferate, some then moved to the present
location of Shan Ha Tsuen during the Shunzhi
reign (1644-1661) of the Qing dynasty. In the first
year of the Kangxi reign (1662), the Qing
government issued an Evacuation Edict ordering
people living along the coast to move inland by 50
i, and its strict enforcement compelled the
Cheung clansmen to leave the village. Although
the Edict was eventually rescinded in the eighth
year of the Kangxi reign (1669), not all of the
villagers returned, and the Cheung clan ended up
separated and settling in different places.
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Gatehouse of Shan Ha Tsuen after relocation

Different from other villages, Shan Ha Tsuen is not
enclosed with walls. Instead, the village houses are
arranged in a square to provide protection for the
residents. The village’s layout is characterised by
rows of terraced grey-brick houses and lanes
arranged in orderly form. The original entrance to
the village stood directly opposite the shrine, but
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was later relocated to its present position for reasons
of feng shui. The space in front of the village used
to be a feng shui pond, but it has now been filled
in and converted into a resting area.
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The old village houses
stand in Shan Ha Tsuen
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Remains of the sugar refinery
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Staff of the Antiquities and Monuments Office inspecting a site of sugar

refining workshop in Shan Ha Tsuen

The villagers of Shan Ha Tsuen were originally
farmers who cultivated mainly rice and sugarcane.
In those days, every household grew nearly three
to four mu (around half an acre) of sugarcane. The
sugarcane harvested in the autumn and winter
was turned into sugar in small refineries in the
village, with the Cheung clan carrying out all the
processes involved in making sugar. It continued
to operate its refinery business until the early 1950s,
when Hong Kong began importing large quantities
of sugar.
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Photo of a graduation ceremony of Wah Fung School in 1950

The Cheung clan attached great importance to
the education of their children in the village.
Several famous Confucian scholars were invited
to give lessons in the Cheung Ancestral Hall and
other family ancestral halls, the names of which
also reflect the emphasis that the clan placed on
education: as well as the Cheung Ancestral Hall
(also known as Wah Fung Hall), there was also
the Kwan Yuet Study Hall (also known as Chun
Yip Hall), the Tat Yan Study Hall (also known as
Shue Tak Hall) and the Hing Bo Study Hall (also
known as Yi Hing Hall), where both boys and girls
were taught.

As society developed, the old-style private schools
were merged into a single village school, the Wah
Fung School, which was housed in the Cheung
Ancestral Hall. The school was relocated to a new
building near Lam Hau Tsuen in 1958.
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Photo of a graduation ceremony of Wah Fung School in 1954
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The Cheung Ancestral Hall, also known as Wah
Fung Hall, was mainly built by Cheung Nam-yat,
Cheung Chi-kwong, Cheung Yiu-fong and
Cheung Shui-yat of the 22nd generation of the
clan in the 20th year of the Jiaging reign (1815) of
the Qing dynasty to serve as a venue for
communal gatherings and ancestral worship.

The Cheung Ancestral Hall is a traditional two-hall
grey brick structure with an open courtyard in
between. The rooms on the two sides of the
entrance hall were once used as school offices. The
chamber on the right of the courtyard is the
kitchen where the villagers prepare meals for their
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The altar in the rear hall, embellished with wood carvings of
“The Eight Immortals”

families and friends on special occasions such as
wedding banquets and the spring and autumn
sacrificial rites. The altar in the rear hall is
embellished with wood carvings that features
“The Eight Immortals”: their lifelike portrayal fully
reflects the superb craftsmanship of the time.
Respectfully placed on the top shelf of the altar is
the soul tablet of Cheung Gau-ling, a prime
minister of the Tang dynasty, who is commonly
recognized as the pioneer ancestor by the Cheung
clan in both Shan Ha Tsuen and Dongguan,
Guangdong province.
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Villagers welcome their fellow clansmen returning to Shan Ha
Tsuen to worship their ancestors
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Cheung Ancestral Hall
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Side elevation of the

Cheung Ancestral Hall
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Floor plan of the Cheung Ancestral Hall
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In addition to being a place for ancestral worship,
the hall was home to a primary school, the Wah
Fung School, for children of the clan from the
1930s to the 1950s. Tuition was also provided to
young girls in the ancestral hall, but only In
evening classes. With the completion of the new
school premises built by the clan near Lam Hau
Tsuen in 1958, the principal’s office that was
previously housed in the left chamber of the
entrance hall was vacated and converted into an
office for the village committee, which it occupied
for about 10 years.
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Restoration Works:
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Although the Cheung Ancestral Hall underwent
repairs in the 1960s, the Antiquities and
Monuments Office and the Architectural Services
Department co-ordinated, planned and supervised
major restoration works in 1999. To mark the
building’s rehabilitation, a ceremony attended by
many members of the rural community — nearly
400 tables were served basin meals — was held at
Shan Ha Tsuen on 19 December 1999.
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Redecoration of plaster mouldings on wall frieze
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The Cheung Ancestral Hall before restoration
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The Cheung Ancestral Hall after restoration

With great support from the Cheung clan, the
Cheung Ancestral Hall was declared a monument
under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance
on 30 December 1999.
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A spectacular view of the rehabilitation ceremony




