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Tang Clan in Tai Po Tau
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1927 ARIHEEN (Eszmnpt)

Tai Po Tau Tsuen in 1927 (courtesy of the Public Records Office)

1970FRRIAIHEAN

Tai Po Tau Tsuen in the 1970s
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Antiquities and
Monuments Office

Situated in Tai Po Tau Tsuen in Tai Po, King Law Ka
Shuk is the ancestral and study hall of the local Tang
clan. Originally from Jiangxi province, the clan first
settled in Kam Tin and later spread out to Lung Yeuk
Tau, Ha Tsuen, Tai Po and Ping Shan. A branch of the
lineage of Tang Yuen-leung settled in Tai Po Tau in the
13th century and founded the village named Shui Wai
and Tai Po Tau Tsuen. A three-storey watchtower was

built in Tai Po Tau Tsuen for defence purposes, but it
was demolished in the 1980s.
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Tai Po Tau Tsuen in the early 1960s (courtesy of Mr Tang Hin-po)
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Watchtower in Tai Po Tau Tsuen in the 1980s
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King Law Ka Shuk

WEXIAEENEEEHEHLTEE » B The exact year that King Law Ka Shuk was constructed

—J /\

R RARE > T2 (1 368 16444F)  cannof be ascertained, but the villagers believe it was

built by the clan’s 13th generation ancestors Tang
==} = == \ —‘/ 54
BHET_ABRRAZE 82 - BE Yuen-wan, Tang Mui-kai and Tang Nim-fung during the

FTE » DI E TREEBER - WEA Ming dynasty (1368-1644) to commemorate their 10th
FEEMANIFEE KR L EE —  generation ancestor Tang King-law, who was revered

— N M

38 o as the first generation ancestor of Lau Kwong Tong of
the Tang clan in Tai Po Tau.
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WERRDRFEZZM > AT =% King Law Ka Shuk was originally used as a study hall.
O+ A DUE#E ' |\ NS ﬁ/ﬁgﬁ ° Accommodating up to 40 students, it adopted the
M BERINLEE D A/EE e L RIEF  traditional teaching method known as “bok bok chai
5 Em s Kﬁé,ﬂzzﬁﬁ 124N REBTRE R A The cockloft on the left was once Cf.dormltor.)/ for

teachers and single students. In addition to being a

FH?H
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RENMBTERMNETBNMT o KRB study hall, King Law Ka Shuk also served as the venue
] 'f"IEE&%D BERRE  lBBEZRIN19534F for clan meetings and traditional festive functions. The
2, SRR A o premises later housed Kai Chi School, which was then
relocated in 1953, and since that time King Law Ka
E IR SN 190848 A 21 H Bl A I o Shuk has been used solely as an ancestral hall.
King Law Ka Shuk was declared a monument on 21
August 1998.
1978 FRHIHAER

King Law Ka Shuk in 1978

2003 F LT ARHBEA T B 1990 F R HVAR 78 3R 2
The Taiping Qingjiao festival of Tai Po Tau in 2003 King Law Ka Shuk in the 1990s
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Floor plan of King Law Ka Shuk
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King Law Ka Shuk is a traditional Chinese three-hall,
two-courtyard building. Although its design is primarily
functional, it incorporates several elegant ornamenta
features: its roof ridges and wall friezes are decoratec
with geometric plaster mouldings, while the interna
fascia boards are patterned with leafy and floral motifs.
The building is fronted by two drum platforms, each
with two granite columns supporting the roof. Placed in
the main chamber of the middle hall is a beautifully
carved six-level altar, which was specially made in
Guangzhou in 1932 to house the soul tablets of the

clan’s ancestors.

Above the main entrance is a terrazzo tablet with
moulded Chinese characters reading “King Law Ka
Shuk” , which were written by a well-known
calligrapher, Tang Yi-nga (1884-1954). His father,
Tang Yung-kang, was a descendant of the Tang
lineage of Dongguan and was made a scholar of the
Hanlin Academy in the 10th year of the reign of
Tongzhi (1871) in the Qing dynasty.
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The four characters “King Law Ka Shuk” on the terrazzo tablet were written by Tang Yi-nga, a well-known calligrapher.

IEHNEFNEAERIE
Geometric plaster mouldings on main
ridge and gable ridge
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Cartographic Survey
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An expert from the Institute worked on the
measured drawings of King Law Ka Shuk.
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Front elevation of King Law Ka Shuk

To ensure that King Law Ka Shuk was properly

documented before it was restored and to gain a
better understanding of the construction, materials,

design and functions of the building, the Antiquities
and Monuments Office (AMO) commissioned the

Guangdong Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and
Archaeology (Institute) in September 1998 to conduct a
detailed cartographic survey and record of the building
and to produce a conservation plan that would serve as
the basis for the restoration.

The on-site survey took a month to complete, as the
Institute’s experts analysed and recorded all of the
building’s architectural characteristics, including the
roofs, structures, windows and doors, wall frieze
moulding patterns and altar. They subsequently

oroduced a full set of measured drawings and plans
or the restoration works. During the cartographic and

ouilding survey, the Institute, the villagers, the AMO
and the Architectural Services Department (ArchSD) met
regularly to exchange views and opinions on how fo
best conduct a high-quality restoration of the building.
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Details of the altar
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Restoration Works

sz I K BN BRIERG R 0 5% 5 & After detailed study and discussions with the villagers,
W eI S B R A A T A R the AMO decided to restore King Law Ka Shuk in the

. architectural style of the Qing dynasty and commissioned
I WS ARENBTEE LEER - Dr Trevor Holmes as the consultant for the project.

PERAG—REBEBIRT1932F%£TT * & Previous restoration work on King Law Ka Shuk back in
FHERAASEEAESEYYRN=4 T4 1932 had employed modern building materials such as
o = TR RS IE A4 » BT A concrete and steel. In addition to restoring the building,

the main obijectives of the project included the removal

DRAFER - WETHRE LR BIAINER  of modern materials and carrying out improvement
AR ~ INAPER G —REME M= works. For example, lighting systems were installed, a
SR =085 N E S HI o new altar was set up in the right side bay of the middle

hall, the kitchen facilities were upgraded and the front

HER A AEISE TEN 19984118 3 courtyard was relaid.

HIEXNET > BRI ER » THEY The full restoration commenced on 3 November 1998,

LERSERNESREZEEE  220014F 18 funded by the government and monitored by the AMO

e T o and the ArchSD, and was completed in January 2001.

([E1E B AER 2RI N B

Interior of King Law Ka Shuk before restoration

1999476 A 3 B470 LR st

Ceremony to raise the ridge purlin on 3 June 1999 Installation of the ridge purlin
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Restoration Works

WERGIET] 0 KEABXES®E » iTF Before the restoration, the roofs of King Law Ka Shuk
AR (0T ot - YEBE[R E BB SR Were proneto serious leaks. All the wood beams and
N A rlins were infested with termites, and the walls were
BE TR - RIEEREBAS TE 4 oor condition as a resul

in a poor condition as a result of rising damp. While

RIRREZRE/NODIFER » BIZNEE AT these defects were repaired, the incongruous modern
e E3EHE 0 LliEm A EEE o [BANRE  building materials were carefully removed: the
BRE A EA ARG | L EG RSB T Shanghai plaster on the drum platforms was replaced

with granite, while the original red sandstone was

EOR FERIEFAN=5TBRNE retained: the concrete tie beams and fascia boards at
W IRREENEE  USEEBEES the main facade were exchanged for traditional

DIRIFH R ERAFEEN =2+ ETg » gg  Wooden elements; the steel windows on the facade
. £ taken out and the openings were sealed with grey
AERERNSTRES - ANEENE ,

bricks; and the flat concrete roofs of the two side

RINRMERE X DZEMITATEZRAIE  chambers of the front courtyard were dismantled and

B IR EMSZ2INE®RE » X ArEHE  traditional Chinese pitched roofs were erected in their
5 S NSE R PE KRR o place. The AMO also accepted the advice of the

’ Institute to remove the recently added cocklofts in the

&18 TR EM BRI EERLN » [ side rooms of the middle hall and to install new panel
o doors for the “dong chung” (the screen door behind the

FF IR B 580 1 930 F (8 A s S Y ﬁg/\ ’ main entrance) and a wooden lattice screen above.

PAGLHIE - E a0 A e, EE’JKEE

1932 FE MRS IAENY » BN E T3 - E Although the restc?ro’rion aimed to restore.King Law Ka
Shuk to the architectural style of the Qing dynasty,

eXEBELIERER ﬂﬁ{EAE/J\’U%E e some of the outstanding features added in the 1930s

N BEREBEREMSHEENEER L Bl were retained to bear witness to the building’s history.
By IEE RS N AL ATRE - In particular, the two parapets decorated with fine

plaster mouldings of the side chambers in the front
courtyard, which had been added in 1932, were

ESEHETES S carefully removed, restored and installed in the grey

Sealing the window on the : .
facade with grey bricks brick walls of the two side chambers.

Liml
I

[EERIAYRIGehE B M A R is

The side chamber and parapet of the front courtyard before restoration

BIHAIERE
Rebuilding the roof of the front hall

BERNZ Zmi R ERENRE » LREBEERE

The restored parapet was installed on the wall of the side chamber as a record of the repairs.
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Restoration Works

DINEEYI Y NS B EHFE The antiques and decorations of the building were

g1 i carefully restored to their original state. The altar, which
%Eq %;\X;;ﬂ; Efy&ﬁﬁj;{fﬁgiiﬁ: }Ijiji had been specially ordered from Guangzhou by the
= /K T e i

Tang clan during the restoration in 1932, is well

SN EMNF] K ERMAZED o fEM L maintained and, with its infricate craftsmanship, is the

s (RIE R o YY) HEREESE Y most exquisite relic at King Law Ka Shuk. The AMO

B E SRS A S - B e commissioned an experienced conservator Mr John
= / [ / ™ T B . .

Hurd from the United Kingdom to restore the altar and

EITIBE LM - BRETZEBVERN & other relics. He and his feam thoroughly cleaned and
BEEENE D ERANZINERAEH then repaired, restored and re-gilded the altar to return it

S8 [FMmELEERNE - HifiggFEe o its original splendour. Other relics, including historic
R ;,: boards, soul tablets and wooden couplets, were
XHMERE  MERAAHES  F— ' '

also carefully restored.
(FHEE1E -

During the restoration, representatives from the village
ETREETHRE  WERRKEZBBLEE LR attended the weekly meetings of the restoration team
AE\ SEN TSN REERTIEE foinsped the progress of the project and provide

valuable suggestions.
/R > ) / Etj%%ﬁl\],§\% ©
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EERRAVERR

King Law Ka Shuk before and after restoration

[BERIRAVIHEE

The altar before and after restoration

oo ENSEARASGNRUEBE L RRETENRE = - :
The representatives of the AMO and the Tang clan had regular meetings on 2001 2R 12BFLEHE
the restoration projects. Rehabilitation ceremony on 12 February 2001
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The King Law Ka Shuk restoration project won the Award of Merit of the
UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Culture Heritage Conservation.

BHERXEFFRIBTWERZFIREY
Elders of the Tang clan celebrating the award in front of King Law Ka Shuk

Outstanding Achievements

The King Law Ka Shuk restoration project won the
Award of Merit of the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage
Awards for Culture Heritage Conservation in 2001. In
its judgment, the selection panel cited the project’s
application of best-practice methodology in renovation
and its demonstration of the value of restoring and
conserving a historic building for use by the community.
Implemented with a balanced approach and strong
community involvement, the restoration represents an
ambitious extrapolation that set out to return the historic
building to its original state while integrating some of
the more modern elements from the 1930s.

200231 T HRNWER DL TRIBRHEE

The award was presented during a ceremony at King Law Ka Shuk on 17 March 2002.




