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Chung Shing Kung at
Yuen Kong Tsuen of

Pat Heung
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Aerial photo of Yuen Kong Tsuen in 1963
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Yuen Kong Tsuen
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Antiquities and
Monuments Office
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Aerial photo of Yuen Kong Tsuen in 1984
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Originally ~ from  Dongguan In
Guangdong province, the Leung clan
migrated to the New Territories
during the 17th and 18th centuries,
led by 12th-generation ancestor
Leung Kwok-chor. His son, Leung
Tai-shing, finally settled in Pat Heung,
Yuen Long, and established the
village of Yuen Kong Tsuen. The clan’s
descendants later branched out to
Wang Chau in Ping Shan, Tal Tong
Tsuen In Shap Pat Heung and Sun
Fung Wal in Tuen Mun.

According to the residents of Yuen

Kong Tsuen, there was originally a round mound, or yuen kong in
Cantonese, behind the village office, and it was from this

topographical feature that the village derived its name. As the
village expanded,

the mound was levelled to make way for the

playground that stands on the site today, and the village was later
renamed with a different Chinese character with the same
pronunciation as yuen but that does not mean ‘round’.

Rural development in recent years has led to many old houses in

Yuen Kong Isuen

being rebuilt or even demolished. In addition to

the Leung Ancestral Hall, another historic building in the area Is

Chung Shing K
inscriptions of t
originally erected

before being rebuilt in the 29th year of the reign of Guangxu
(1903) of the Qing dynasty; substantial renovations were carried

outin 1972
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ung (‘All Saints Temple’). According to the

ne two bronze bells inside, the temple was
by local villagers sometime around the 1750s,
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Architectural Features
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Dlaster mouldings on the ridge
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Floor plan of Leung Ancestral Hal Chinese murals
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Kitchen
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Chamber

Courtyard

Front Hall

Built by the Leung clan of Yuen Kong

-:O

dS

featuring

CO
on

suen
Ancestral F
pack about 200 years. One of only a
few historic buildings remaining in
the village, the hall is still used today

The Leung Ancestral

in Pat Heung, the Leung

all has a history dating

r traditional ceremonies such as

ancestral worship and the lantern
ighting ceremony and also as a
meeting place for the clan.

all i1s laid out
a typical Qing vernacular building
two halls and one
tyard. Side chambers are located
poth sides of the courtyard: the

U

nouses a kitc

one on the right
cooked for festiva

nen, where basin meals were once

s and ceremonies.

The building is characterised by a solemn tacade constructed with

a gra
boards and traditional Chinese
main entrance is engraved with
roof ridges are decorated

auspicious animals and patterns, including plu
n fish, and its gable walls are adorned with

drago
mouldings. Placed in the main

altar housing the ancestral tablets is ric
carvings of stylised plants such as plu

and lotus, which represent
symbolise the tlourishing growt

IFEEHE

\Wooden altar in the main hall
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Fascia board

nite block base and brick walls topped by finely carved fascia

murals. The stone lintel above t
the name of the ancestral hall. T
with plastered motifs featuring
ms, peony, lotus and
delicate leaty
bay of the main hall, the wooden
nly decorated with wood
ms, bamboo, peony, peach
the different seasons and thus
h of the clan’s descendants.
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Restoration Works
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A heritage expert conducts
a cartographic survey.
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Rehabilitation ceremony in 2007
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The front hall was affected by
flooding before the restoration.
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%4 Flooding problems

in the courtyard
were resolved by
the restoration.

As the Leung Ancestral Hall had not
been properly maintained since the
1960s, the building suffered from leaks,
flooding and termite problems. Part of
the roof of the left side chamber had
collapsed, while the screen door of the
front hall had been lost, leaving only the
door frame in its place.

Restoration of the Leung Ancestral Hall
was completed in 2006 under the
supervision of the Antiquities and
Monuments Office and the Architectural
Services Department. The scope of the
works  mainly included replacing
defective timber components and
refurbishing the internal and external architectural features. The
.eung Ancestral Hall has now been restored to its past splendour,
allowing ancestral worship and other social functions to be
continued there.

With the support of the Leung clan, the Leung Ancestral Hall was
declared a monument on 17 November 2006 under the
Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance.
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A heritage expert makes *

drawings.
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Modern paint on
the internal walls

Was removed in
the restoration.




