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IKBRRAMEBYREZER T (1279-13684 ) AEHF4E  Liu Chung-kit, the founding ancestor of the Liu clan in Sheung

P _ Vi = Shui migrated from Fujian province to Guangdong province in the

= 5z I,_:I _EHE_ —_/ L{ ) :I: = Y . C o : :
MEER W HEEF @R A LIRREN - & middle of the Yuan dynasty (1279-1368). Initially settling in Tuen

BAE LKEBNERE BN FREREERTI—TF o Mun and then in the village of Futian, north of the Shenzhen
River, he finally put down roots in the area around the Sheung Yue

Nk BEBNETME N \RMAGEIEEWNE  River, from where his descendants later spread far and wide.
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A /J——E%A‘Wr—'l DU HRER  TIREIT * IR | the late sixteenth century, two clan members of the seventh and

NI 20EN - BIERHE WN ;

- e 45 | e D i 4 ecnsa N TR vy JUnification of the lineage was a prerequisite for the clan to thrive,
164 7TF RN E S ME AT - LB SREr = They therefore drew up plans and chose a site for the

B o NI EEAILSUERNAEZS D » 2BIBAMN  establishment of what is now known as Wai Loi Tsuen. The walls

N=—FRHEAREF - 1688%F » BN BRKRE LB A » H and moat around Wai Lol Tsuen were constructed between 1646

/ Uy A | - and 1647 to protect the clan from bandits in the vicinity. The
AR 8= HE - REMNIMAE - 18192 village was divided into four wards of different sizes and was

18984 » & LA ~ BOK ~ F3OMN ~ KITA ~ Edk occupied by three kinship units. In 1688, the clan numbered about

L L g A = 500 members. As the population grew and public order improved,
i XY H= 7 Ei A= _b &/ MA =
R TR REUCRTITRIEN » 28 SRR AR clan members began to settle outside the walls. The hamlets of Po

AN B R LKA - Sheung Tsuen, Chung Sum Tsuen, Mun Hau Tsuen, Tal Yuen Tsuen,
Sheung Pak Tsuen, Ha Pak Tsuen and Hing Yan Tsuen — which are

NHAEET » BIER2NR A2 0 & MM FEPTERyfE  today known collectively with Wai Loi Tsuen as Sheung Shul
BEASHEEL o 4h 0 BEAREL S AGS Heung — were all founded between 1819 and 1898.
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 IEHREERTE AR EENT+T A c BIR/E T TEAC  The power and wealth of the Liu clan reached its apogee in the

G 48 7= eighteenth century, and this was reflected both in the erection of
MEEE » WRBTMEAZ kAL BABE & O v

3 y the main ancestral hall, the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall, as
F1819FRHEREE (FLHE) @ WERBIEKE well as in the increasing numbers of clan members who succeeded

In passing the imperial examination. According to the genealogy
of the Liu clan, fourty seven clan members achieved this honour.
he Liu clan continued to prosper in the nineteenth century, and
two more ancestral halls were bullt. Liu Hung, an important clan
member, participated in the compilation of the Xin‘an Gazetteer in
1819 and managed to edit the Liu genealogy for the first time.

W?H/j/\W 646  elghth generations, both geomancers, came to the conclusion that
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Photo from Lands Department ©The Government of the Hong Kong SAR  Reference no. G13/2015

19569 7K
Sheung Shui Heung in 1956

BEAERENINAEE
Honorary plaques hanging at the rear hall of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall
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2012 FR9_E7KH
Sheung Shui Heung in 2012
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later restored in the Qianlong reign (1736-1795) of the Qing

BELTAE 7}@?75%3—/\ WEE o IBENEZEIE4)  Built in early years of the Yongzheng reign (1722-1735) and
%

X o
__ﬂ S dynasty, the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall is the largest
(960-12794) - HERKRMERBH MEIEFR FE1E  ancestral hall of the Liu clan of Sheung Shui. Literally meaning

== GABTGE_TA AHBEL - B AR 10,000 shi (shek, a unit of measure for grain), the na.\me .I\/Ian
: o S Al A S [ e e o e . ~ Shek” dates back to the Song dynasty (960-1279). It is believed
\ ) \Ol B3 7Ar SR UE= - o = AY 4 —+4— /T

> HRAZmas  BEAE, c RARTTH that a distant ancestor of the clan, Liu Kong, and his four sons
(1891F) » BEATREEITEE o were all high government officials who each earned an annual

salary of 2,000 shi of cereal, thus 10,000 shi in total. Their

19324F » B AEIREHE » ZF AA des.cendants namedad t.he ancestral hall |_.IU Man Shek Tong” In
their honour. Renovation was undertaken in the seventeenth year

Tl e 1B Y5 Rk BE e Y\ feiB TS, YIR B | | ,
BAENFNE - WERREAHDURFRE &k of the Guangxu reign (1891) during the Qing dynasty.
TR LR REMNRRERASRE o N2 o
In 1932, the ancestral hall was converted into primary school to

t KB BEAIL © promote modern education. The ancestral hall was partitioned
and the walls were plastered and painted. Most of the characters
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BEAEE L/KBEKEHNE of this elegant building were destroyed. In 1974, the school

S RTERE R

||LIJ \
N
f'j
A
el
—|I\
I+
T
it

|
12

5 moved to new premises at Jockey Club Road in Sheung Shui.
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The Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall is an important piece of
architecture for the Liu clan where the spring and autumn
ancestral worship ceremonies are held every year.

2006F3ANBEAERITHRER
Ancestor worship in the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall in March 2006

BERNBEAZEAN BERNBEAEEE
Interior of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall before restoration The rear hall of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall before restoration

BREAIRBEAZINT

Exterior of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall before restoration
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“Restoration <(orts

1983 » —(EHBEKEE ~ tEKEE - &Y &Ege In 1983, a committee comprising members of the Liu clan,

N \ I representatives of the North District Office, the Antiquities and
= = \ = L, =I5 /& ,
fa R MBI ESFIE B N R IR R E Monuments Office and other government departments was set up
I TREERN—B8T RBEEEN=T8&

to organise the restoration project of the Liu Man Shek Tong
HpA e B AT o 1578 T2 198411 B E Ancestral Hall. The project cost approximately $1,000,000 in total,
BAETT  1985FERTE LEIBFISTR © R4 )

$300,000 of which came from the government with the rest
provided by the Liu clan. The works commenced in November 1984
FIRE (G AEERD) | AEZELE © MK
EATERBRT  FEEELEBELTARAINI9S
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In phases and was completed In late 1985. The ancestral hall was
declared a monument under the Antiquities and Monuments
Ordinance in the same year. To mark the rehabilitation of the
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SHIHFBE T RFICHE « AMEDLE TS 2% X  building, a ceremony was held on 1 March 1986, at which Lady
), — i == Y gl ey B e o Y - [ URX E P Y p h f f h h | E Y ,
BrEEy  BE S - ARG bR S amela oudg the wite the t en governor Sir Edward Youde
B officiated. With a view to conserving the monument, several

BELkEBEELE restoration and repair works to the ancestral hall were carried out by
the Government over the years, including the incline-rectification
and structural repair at middle hall and central courtyard walls
completed in 2023.

1984 FE18 HAVEIZE M EE 1994 F B R PRIHE

The front hall and courtyard under restoration in 1984 The middle hall under restoration in 1994

The middle hall under restoration in 2016

019F BB ARE
The Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall in 2019
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~Architectural “Features

BEAZRE—T=HE—=—FREEZEY)  ZMEFL » AL he ancestral hall is a three-hall-three-bay building with two
IR A3 (st o S A 2 E v courtyards. The altar is located in the rear hall and bears rows of
NERNRERE - BIEZEZRY)MER » KB~ K ! e . .

o soul tablets. The whole building is richly embellished with plaster
Z s BEEFIIEE BV AERTHEER - B8 mouldings, wood carvings and murals of auspicious motifs. The
PIRSHZE » AEEZ B SRR 40 Ky SLHE AT » DUA A tiled roofs are sup]loorted don sto(r;e and vvoooler;| cg) urEns anc;l] an
.. \ Intricate system of carved wooden trusses and brackets. These

T34 o/,_,'ﬂ'i:,::\ =5) LK 3 = = o , , o , , ,
ANEXFF - RAERATNERERGR  ERZ2ERE distinctive features give the building a spacious and impressive

Mat e o AR EERTY RELEWNII S AZE  character. The use of red sandstone, a kind of precious building
</ 5 —_ terials in the olden days, demonstrates the wealth and prestige
Y B/,4% 2 B = :I: \/ © Mad
S WETBRRANYE R s !
B8 L ﬁ%zlif’afzbrﬁ_/\ﬁ’jﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ SR SR The Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall is not only one of the

\

2y — o c ARBGEBREB NS E » EEAEEDUE \argg;t ancestra halls i.n lHongl Kong, but. also er of the finest
traditional Chinese buildings in the territory. With the fervent

BN : R/\ o= , .
FREEER  TEAAIME support of the Liu clan, the ancestral hall is well preserved and
managed, allowing everybody an opportunity to appreciate the
splendid craftsmanship.
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Courtyard Middle Hall ~ Courtyard Rear Hall
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- Hall - N O ® Im

~loor plan of the Liu Man Shek Tong Ancestral Hall
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Eaves board carved with traditional auspicious motifs

VERM B RRIIANMNRES S IR AT

The middle hall is embellished with exquisite wood carvings and murals Rows of soul tablets enshrined at the rear hall
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