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Since it first published in June 1997, Heritage Hong

Kong has become a beloved publication for those who care

for Hong Kong’s heritage.  Starting from this issue, we have

created a new design layout and added new features, making

the publication more readable and diversified.  It is our goal

to develop Heritage Hong Kong into a specialized magazine

on Hong Kong’s cultural heritage, not only reporting news

and activities of the Antiquities and Monuments Office.

Starting from this issue, we will have special features

on Hong Kong’s heritage and its preservation work in each

issue of Heritag Hong Kong.  We will invite experts and

scholars to write articles and share their research and analysis

with our readers.  In addition, we have also recruited a team

of enthusiastic Friends of Heritage to involve in the editorial

work of Heritage Hong Kong.  I would like to take this

opportunity to express my gratitude to our voluntary

reporters and editors.  If you are interested in joining our

editorial team, please contact our staff at the Education and

Publicity Unit.  Please also tell us what you think of the

newly designed Heritage Hong Kong.

This issue of Heritage Hong Kong features Heritage

and Belief, introducing churches, temple and ancestral hall

in Hong Kong.  All of their restoration projects were awarded

with UNESCO Heritage Awards for Cultural Heritage

Conservation, proving that Hong Kong’s heritage restoration

standard is recognized internationally.  There are various

types of religious historic buildings in Hong Kong, revealing

the diversity of Hong Kong’s culture.  Over several hundred

years, different ethnic groups and religions have rooted and

grown in Hong Kong harmoniously.  These religious

traditions and built heritage not only are invaluable cultural

heritage, but also a witness to Hong Kong’s openness and

inclusiveness.

The Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre will

be in use in late October 2005.  This will enhance our

work in heritage education and promotion in Hong Kong.

The next issue of Heritage Hong Kong will feature

Heritage and Education, introducing the Hong Kong

Heritage Discovery Centre and the results of the Hong

Kong Heritage Awards (2004).  For more information on

the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre, please logon

to our website, http://www.amo.gov.hk.

�� �

��� !"#$%&'

Louis Ng / Executive Secretary,

Antiquities and Monuments Office
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From time immemorial to the prosperous world

today, mankind has been full of curiosity and imagination

about life, ghosts and spirits, and the intangible. In the

course of continuous exploration, all kinds of ideological

beliefs, customs and habits, and religious faith have been

developed. They have a profound influence on our

cultural life.

There are many historic  buildings of both Chinese

and Western style in Hong Kong that are associated with

beliefs. From these unique, elegant and classic buildings,

not only can one pry into the development of religious

culture in Hong Kong, but also see more clearly the

relations between different beliefs and architectural styles.

The following local buildings we selected are closely

linked with our beliefs in life. The restoration projects of

these buildings have won the UNESCO Asia-Pacific

Heritage Awards for Culture Heritage Conservation.

These historic buildings bear full witness to the historical,

cultural, artistic, aesthetic, and social functions performed

within them. The buildings, like a gateway to faith, open

before us a wonderful journey through different beliefs.
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Special Features—
Beliefs and Heritage
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King Law Ka Shuk,

Tai Po Tau Tsuen, Tai Po
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Ohel Leah Synagogue,

                 Sheung Wan
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Catholic Cathedral of

the Immaculate Conception, Central
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Hung Shing Temple,

 Kau Sai Chau, Sai Kung
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Catholic Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in 1897
(Photograph provided by courtesy
of the Public Records Office)
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The Cathedral is an imposing
building in cruciform shape with a
tower at the intersection. It is a fine
example of Gothic architecture in
the territory
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Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Central
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The Catholic faith is one of the many well established

and long standing religions in the western world. However,

it was not until 1841 that Catholicism took root in Hong

Kong and the first Catholic Cathedral was built on Wellington

Street in Central. Since it was a rough neighbourhood around

Wellington Street, the Diocese decided it was not suitable as

the venue of religious gathering any more.  A site on 16 Caine

Road was selected for building a replacement Cathedral which

was dedicated to the Immaculate Conception. Since its

inauguration in 1888, the Cathedral has always been a key

building for the Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong.

The Cathedral is so named because it is home to the

Bishop’s chair, representing the episcopal authority of a

Diocese.  Architecturally, the Cathedral itself is an artistic

masterpiece.  Designed by an architectural company of

London, the cruciform shaped Cathedral was built in elegant

Gothic style.

The Cathedral was built of bricks and stones, which

were common construction materials for churches at the time
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Granite columns in the Cathedral
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The stained glass windows in the
Cathedral
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it was designed.  Structurally speaking, the Cathedral was

laid on a strong granite foundation and supported by external

buttresses.  Being one of the largest churches in Hong Kong,

the interior is supported by 38 granite columns and it can

accommodate more than 1,000 people.  The Cathedral is

comprised of four chapels.  The marble altar for three of the

chapels were relocated from the old church in Wellington

Street and they are almost 150 years old now.

Speaking of architecture, one should not overlook the

stained glass windows in the Chapel of Our Lord’s Passion.

This chapel was originally designated to the memory of the

Passion and Death of Jesus.  It was re-designated to the 120

martyrs in China whom the Vatican canonized in 2000.  In

the recent large-scale maintenance and renovation work of

the Cathedral in 2002, new stained glass windows in this

chapel, which were delicately designed to represent the theme

of the martyrs in China by Mr. Zhang Qikai (a renowned

Chinese artist) replaced the original geometric patterned

stained glass windows.
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Interior of the Cathedral
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As a Cathedral dedicated to the Immaculate

Conception, there are two statues of Mary in the Cathedral.

One of them is carved from wood and stands in the apse of

the Cathedral.  The other is in the grotto outside the eastern

entrance.

When we hear the sayings in Chinese of  “seeing the

mass” and “listening to the mass”, it reflects the effort exerted

by the worshippers in the old days to see and hear the Mass

clearly. This was because the Cathedral of the old days was

illuminated by dim candle lights or pressure lanterns and there

was also a shortage of acoustic equipment. Even with such

equipment installed, the vast space and the broad reflectors

inside the Cathedral would still cause reverberation. Therefore

one can imagine how difficult it was for the worshippers in the

past to see and listen to the priest.

In view of this, one of the objectives of the Cathedral’s

recent renovation project throughout the course of the last

century was to solve the aforementioned problems and

upgrade the architectural equipment in the Cathedral. During

the renovation in 2002, the light fittings were redesigned. In

addition to maintaining the important illumination function,

the comfortableness and ambiance in the Cathedral were also

improved. In addition, a computer analogue acoustic system

helps minimize reverberation.

The appropriate ways in which these upgrading works

were carried out has brought the Catholic Cathedral of the

Immaculate Conception the award of an Honorable Mention

of the 2003 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for

Culture Heritage Conservation, as the jury commented that

by undertaking the much-needed repair work and upgrading

the services in the Cathedral, the conservation project has

not only consolidated the physical historic fabric of the

building, but has also renewed the spiritual and social life of

Hong Kong’s Roman Catholic community.
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Text by : Wan Cheuk Ting / Friends of Heritage



Heritage Hong Kong 7

�� !"#$%&'()

Ohel Leah Synagogue was built in Eastern Jewish style
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According to the engraving on the
outer wall, the foundation of Ohel
Leah Synagogue was laid on 7 May
1901
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Ohel Leah Synagogue, Sheung Wan

The history of the Jewish community in Hong Kong

can be traced to the 1840s when Hong Kong had just been

developed. Although small in numbers, the Jewish people

have an active community and attach great importance to

cultural and religious life. The Ohel Leah Synagogue, situated

at 70 Robinson Road, Sheung Wan, is the symbol of the

local Jewish community.  The synagogue was built by a

banker, Sir Jacob E. Sassoon, in memory of his mother, Mrs.

Leah E. Sassoon. It is called the “Jewish Temple” by the local

Chinese. According to the engraving on the outer wall, the

foundation of Ohel Leah Synagogue was laid on May 7, 1901.

The original meaning of “synagogue” is congregation

or gathering. The idea can be traced to the perseverance in

congregation the Middle East Jewish people had after they left

the Judean Hills around Jerusalem. It also reflects the  tradition

of emphasis on religious life by Jewish communities worldwide.

In typical synagogue architectural style, the Ohel Leah

Synagogue is a symmetrical two storey structure.  After passing

through the portico, there is the assembly hall. Standing in

the vestibule, one can catch a glimpse of the interior

furnishings of the entire synagogue. This is because apart from

the two stone pillars that support the balcony on the second

floor, no other big stone pillars are there to obstruct one’s

sight in the assembly hall. The building is supported mainly

by ten pillars outside the wall. Matched with the pleasant

and adequate light inside the assembly hall, the neatly lined-

up wooden pews on the two sides and in the centre area, as

well as the orderly arrangement of square marbles of white

and light grey colours on the floor, give people a solemn and

harmonious feeling.
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The interior furnishings give people
a solemn and harmonious feeling

Located in the centre of Ohel Leah Synagogue, the

bimah is where the Rabbi reads from the Torah and presides

over activities. Indicating its importance, the bimah is five

steps above the floor and faces the silver ark at the end of the

assembly hall, where the Torah scrolls are stored. The wooden

pews on the two sides of the bimah are set up for elderly

members of the community. The wooden staircases inside

the right and left towers of the vestibule lead to the balcony,

from where one can see the bimah in the centre. Supported

by the flying buttresses, the balcony provides seats for women

during services.
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The bimah is five steps above the
floor

Apart from religious activities, Ohel Leah Synagogue

plays an important role in the Jewish community and is full

of vitality. The Jewish people who came from the English

speaking countries and Israel after World War II continue to

consider Ohel Leah Synagogue as a vital centre for their

community. In the Jewish Community Centre, opposite to

the Synagogue, there is a kindergarten, Glatt Kosher

restaurants, a banquet facility, a library, as well as other

recreational facilities. These facilities are the main social venues

for the Jewish people.

Members of the Synagogue not only place great

emphasis on their religious lives, but are also concerned about

the conservation of their temple. In 1998 Ohel Leah

Synagogue underwent a major restoration project which had

won the Outstanding Project Award of 2000 UNESCO Asia-

Pacific Heritage Awards for Culture Heritage Conservation.

The award demonstrated international recognition of their

achievements in conserving monuments.
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The early inhabitants of Hong Kong, mainly farmers

and fisherman, put great emphasis on the worship of Gods

which resulted in the construction of hundreds of traditional

Chinese temples.  The Hung Shing Temple in Kau Sai Chau

is an example of a typical temple structure.  Located on the

southern part of Kau Sai Chau, Kau Sai Village is a small

fishing hamlet with about ten houses.  The native residents

were mainly Hakka people.  As their livelihood relied mainly

on fishing, they raised funds to build a temple for the worship

of the God of the sea, Hung Shing and beseech his blessings.

The exact date of construction of the Hung Shing Temple

cannot be traced. However, according to the date engraved

on the temple’s stone plaque, it was probably built in 1889.

The original name of Hung Shing was Hung Hei, a

governor in the Tang dynasty. He encouraged the study of

astronomy and geography to benefit traders and fishermen.

After his death he was posthumously conferred the title of

Hung Shing. In southern China, he has been adopted by

fishermen as their guardian, just like Tin Hau.

�� �!"#$%
Hung Shing Temple, Kau Sai Chau, Sai Kung
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Hung Shing Temple, Kau Sai Chau, Sai Kung
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The Guardians Hung Shing, Choi
Pak Shing Kwan, and Shui Sin
Yeuh are worshipped in the main
hall of the Temple
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A constant stream of pilgrims
comes to worship during the time
of festivals
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Craftsmen removing inappropriate repairs and
additions conducted in previous renovations to
restore the temple’s original appearance
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Text by : Lam Suet Pik / Friends of Heritage

Hung Shing Temple is the only temple in Kau Sai

Village. It has long been a place in which people pray for

fishermen. The temple also has the function of strengthening

the unity of the local community. For instance, in the past, a

part of the temple was used as a school for the children of the

village. Besides, the birthday of Hung Shing on the 13th of

the second Lunar month each year is the most important

festive date in the Village. All villagers put their efforts together

to make it a success. Two weeks before the celebration,

preparations to erect a canopy are already underway. An opera

troupe is invited to perform three Cantonese Opera shows a

day starting on the 10th of the second Lunar month. A

constant stream of pilgrims comes to worship on the “official”

birthday on the 13th.  In the afternoon, the Fa Pau (flower

rocket) lucky draw ceremony is held in a lavish celebration.

About 30 Fa Paus are given to winners through lucky draws.

The entire temple is built with grey bricks with a pair

of granite couplets on both sides of the main entrance and a

lintel with the Chinese name of the temple on top of the

main entrance. In typical rural temple layout, it is a two-hall,

three-bay structure with a "dong-chung" door in the front

hall, and a courtyard between the front and main halls, while

the left chamber is used as the quarters for the temple keeper

and the right used as the village school. The Guardians Hung

Shing, Choi Pak Shing Kwan, and Shui Sin Yeuh are

worshipped in the main hall. The wall behind the altar has

an attractive mural depicting dragons.

The temple has been renovated several times since it

was first completed. The most recent renovation was

supervised by the Antiques and Monuments Office. The main

objective was to remove inappropriate repairs and additions

conducted in previous renovations, and to restore the temple’s

original appearance. The project was recognized

internationally and won the Outstanding Project of the 2000

UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Culture Heritage

Conservation.
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Recent view of King Law Ka Shuk
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King Law Ka Shuk in 1978
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Tai Po Tau Tsuen in 1960 (photograph provided by courtesy of Mr. Tang Hin Po)
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King Law Ka Shuk, Tai Po Tau Tsuen, Tai Po

The Chinese people have always attached great

importance to memories and honours of their ancestors. Many

ancestral and study halls have been built as a result. These

buildings are used to commemorate ancestors and to unify

clansmen. Situated in Tai Po Tau Village, King Law Ka Shuk

is the ancestral hall of the Tang clan in the village. It was built

in the Ming dynasty by Tang Yuen-wan, Tang Mui-kai, and

Tang Nim-fung of the 13th generation of the Tang clan in

commemoration of Tang King-law, their 10th generation

ancestor, who is respected as the first generation ancestor of

Lau Kwong Tong of the Tang clan in Tai Po Tau.

A ‘ka shuk’ is a place for study. King Law Ka Shuk

was initially used as a study hall. Accommodating 30 to 40

students, it was a private school which taught primarily the

Four Books and the Five Classics using a teaching method

similar to Bok Bok Chai (a traditional Chinese teaching

method). Clansmen could also study there in preparation for

the imperial examinations. Since the 1950s, the Hong Kong

government has placed great emphasis on educational

programmes and has gradually built secondary and primary

schools locally. In 1953, the Kai Chi School was set up in the

village and replaced King Law Ka Shuk for providing an

educational opportunity to the village's school-age children,

thus terminating the function of the study hall.
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An altar was placed in the main
chamber of the study hall for the
clansmen to worship their ancestors
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Tai Po Tau Tsuen and King
Law Ka Shuk
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Text by : Ho Ka Yin / Friends of Heritage)

Over the past century, King Law Ka Shuk has always

been the ancestral hall of the Tang clan in Tai Po. In the main

chamber of the study hall, an altar was placed for the

clansmen to worship their ancestors and it is of great religious

significance. Today, although King Law Ka Shuk is no longer

used for studying, it has become a venue for the gathering of

clansmen, ancestral worship and rituals, and holding

traditional festivities. Far-flung Tang clansmen also return to

this place for ancestral worship and visiting relatives during

important festivals and celebrations.

King Law Ku Shuk is a traditional three-hall, two-

courtyard structure. The building is fronted by two drum

terraces each having two granite columns supporting the roof.

The roof is patterned with geometric motifs and Chinese

characters and the interior is decorated with exquisite plaster

mouldings. The main chamber used to be a classroom, to the

left was a rest area for teachers. This fully demonstrates the

architectural features of the traditional rural ancestral and

study halls.

In 2001, the restoration project of King Law Ka Shuk

won the Award of Merit of UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage

Awards for Culture Heritage Conservation.  The selection

panel praised the project as an example in the application of

best practice of renovation methodology and in demonstrating

the unity and contribution of the villagers.
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Archaeological excavation at Sha Po New Village
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Archaeological Excavation at Sha Po New Village, Lamma Island
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Liu Chengji / Visiting Research Fellow of

the Antiquities and Monuments Office
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The Antiquities and Monuments Office conducted

the second archaeological excavation at Sha Po New Village,

Lamma between November and December 2004, necessitated

by the village small house development. Major discoveries

were Bronze Age artefacts and features of pits and postholes.

Several artefacts of historical periods were also yielded from

the 56 sq.m excavated area.  The proposed village small house

site was located at the southern slope of Yung Shue Ling,

about 100m away from the coastline of Yung Shue Wan on

the west. The village’s southeast area leading to Tai Wan was

relatively low-lying and flat. The overall reduced level of the

house site was c.13 to 15m, sloping down from north to

south.



Heritage Hong Kong 15Heritage Hong Kong 15

�� !"#$

Coarse pottery animal figure

�� !"#

Recording features of postholes

Artefacts of Bronze Age were pottery and

stone implements. Pottery included cauldron, jar,

stem cup (dou), bowl, pot stand, animal figure etc.

Hard pottery sherds were decorated with diverse

styles such as square, diapers, double-f, circles,

combed dots, impressed lines, incised grooves,

cloud and thunder, appliqué lines styles etc. In

addition to impressed patterns, green glaze or slip

were applied on surface of several hard pottery

sherds. Symbols were incised on the internal surface

of ring-foot or rim. Stone implements included

knives, fragments of bi-bevelled implement, slotted rings,

pounders, whetstones, ring cores, roughout and cores.

Remains of historical periods were sparse ceramic sherds with

discernible types such as green yellowish glazed bowl of Tang

dynasty, celadon bowl with incised patterns and black glazed

tea bowl of Song dynasty, and blue and white bowl, brown

glazed jar and grinding bowl of Ming to Qing dynasties.

The coarse animal figure recovered by this operation

was rarely found in Hong Kong, in contrary to other animal

figures of chalky ware or glazed pottery yielded from other

pre-Qin sites within the territory. Since Father Finn discovered

relics at Lamma Island in 1930s, various cultural remains

yielded from this island have provided vital clues to understand

ancient cultures of Hong Kong. Abundant Bronze Age

artefacts and features retrieved from this small scale excavation

could contribute significant physical evidence to reconstruct

Hong Kong’s past.
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The parapets in the middle
courtyard of King Law Ka Shuk was
restored and re-instated in the side
rooms for display
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Parapet in Western architecture
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Architectural Glossary of Chinese and Western Historic Buildings
— Parapets
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A parapet is an architectural term referring to a low

guarding wall at any point of sudden drop, along the edge of

a roof, balcony and so on. It is featured in both Chinese and

Western buildings. The English word “parapet” originally came

from the Latin words para (above) and petere (to seek out).

Before the Han dynasty in China, a similar building

construction feature had been in existence. An example was

the short wall between the horse passage and ramparts on a

fortification, which was known as a parapet. In ancient China,

the parapet was used as a defence against outside attack. When

building a walled fortification, alternating low and high

portions were made on top of the exterior wall (known as

crenellations).  The structure could then be used for

observation of the outside situation and at the same time to

act as a protecting shield.

In modern buildings, a low wall is often erected around

the roof for protection or decoration. In addition, rainwater

drainage from the roof can be provided along the bottom of

the wall to connect to a rainwater outlet.

A parapet can usually be seen on old Western buildings

such as castles. Its use then was the same as in Chinese

buildings, namely, for protection and decoration. Today, on

modern buildings the parapet is no longer used as a protection

against attack. It is now more of an architectural decoration

with different design features depending on the architect’s

style or the building owner’s preference.
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Sai Kung harbour in 1972
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Photograph provided by
courtesy of the Public
Records Office)
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Old site of Pat Heung Luen
Heung Public School
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Tin Hau Temple, Leung Shuen Wan
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Rosary Mission Church,
Wong Mo Ying
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Sacred Heart Church, Sai Kung
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(English Abstract)

The evolution of village buildings is closely

associated with the historical and cultural

development of the society.

Since 1970s, large number of villagers

emigrating abroad and changing their mode of

subsistence has resulted in the desertion of many

village houses in Sai Kung. At the same time, income

from foreign exchange allows constant restoration

and reconstruction of other houses. Urbanisation and

the government’s “Small House” policy have also

played a role in accelerating the changes. From around 1950s

and 1960s onward, the establishment of government primary

schools has promoted links between villages and re-zoning of

districts. Ancestral halls no longer house private schools and

they gradually lose their significance in being the social centre.

Some temples still play the role of a gathering place and a

meeting venue for the villagers. Churches have special

significance in Sai Kung district. The distribution of the

churches gives clues to the spreading of Catholicism in the

area in the past hundred years.
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Old stone wall and trees in Bonham
Road
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Old Stone Walls as an Ecological Habitat for Urban Trees in Hong Kong

Urban growth in Hong Kong is constrained by rugged

topography, and hillsides have been extensively cut into

terraces to accommodate densely-packed roads and buildings.

Stone retaining walls were built between platforms to

maximize useable area and to provide geotechnical stability.

Many representative retaining walls are found on the northern

part of the Hong Kong Island, surviving over 100 years, and

colonized spontaneously by a diversified humid-tropical flora

from small herbs to large trees.

A study was conducted in the summer of 1996 to assess

505 walls and 1,275 wall trees. There is a marked

concentration of walls in several winding roads that run largely

along the contours of the Island. Most walls are 2.5-5m in

height and 25-50m width. 77% of the walls have regularly-

shaped stones, and the remainder are irregular, which provide

more inter-stone gaps. Some 30 species are identified on these

walls, predominantly native ones, including mainly the

Mulberry family and especially the genus Ficus. Ficus

microcarpa (Chinese Banyan), a common local tree with strong

surface-clinging ability and extensive aerial roots development,

alone occupies 50% of the wall tree population and 80% of

the large (> 9 m tall) wall trees.

Most trees are attached to walls with weathered stones,

implying an increased affinity for old walls. Walls with stones

of irregular size and shape and with wider gaps attract more

trees. Availability of water in the retained soil behind walls

especially in dry winter months is important in regulating

tree survival. Degree of exposure is also significant as tolerance
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C.Y. Jim/

Chair Professor of Geography,

Department of Geography,

University of Hong Kong

Research and Education
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Hollywood Road in c.1900. Old
stone wall and trees were found
outside the Queen’s College
(Photograph provided by courtesy
of the Hong Kong Museum of
History)
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A fine example of old stone wall and trees in Hollywood Road
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(Extracted from the paper of the same title published in
Landscape and Urban Planning, Volume 42, 1998)

of the more stressful habitat conditions is needed for survival

on exposed walls. Regarding wall verticality, the inclined ones

accommodate trees that are not normally found on walls.

Walls in built-up areas are increasingly regarded as a

safety threat. Wall plants are pruned or removed in wall, highway

and building maintenance. The heavy crown reduction and

branch removal leave the trees weak and deformed. Some walls

are strengthened with new concrete structures, resulting in

massive destruction of the companion greenery. New walls are

no longer built with the traditional masonry technique which

requires much manual skill and labour, and which does not

satisfy stringent modern safety standards.

Stone walls were built to stabilize a vertical engineered

surface. Subsequent plant colonization is a result of the

interactions between nature and culture. The co-existence

unfortunately has been recently upset by safety concern,

widespread redevelopment, and overzealous wall maintenance.

Much destruction has been proceeding with little regard to the

walls’ and trees’ ecological and landscape values.

Old stone walls, especially those with more than a

century of tenure, should be treated as a cultural heritage of

the community. An inventory of old walls and associated trees

should be established and declared under the Antiquities and

Monuments Ordinance. All listed walls can be equipped with

a plaque to signify their heritage importance. The statutory

umbrella should be extended to scrutinize all construction plans

and to prescribe technical guidelines to minimize deleterious

impacts. New walls should be designed to invite vegetation

colonization or be installed with receptacles to accommodate

plants. To accomplish the above goals, the active support of

developers and relevant professionals and government

departments is essential.
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Students participating in the Finds Processing Workshop
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Students visiting a historical building
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The Office assisted in arranging guided tour at the Open Days
of the Central Police Station
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Game booth at International Museum Day, Hong Kong 2005
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To promote the message of heritage conservation to

the public, the Office from time to time organises various

kinds of educational activities such as family activities,

workshops and field visits.   The Office has also been carrying

out a docent scheme to help members of the public appreciate

historic sites along the heritage trails in Hong Kong.  Free

guided services are provided for schools and non-profit-

making organizations upon requests.  For details, please visit

our Office’s website: http: //www.amo.gov.hk or contact our

staff at 2208 4406.

Research and Education
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Gathering of new batch of
Friends of Heriage
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Docent training for Friends of
Heritage at the Sheung Yiu Folk
Museum, Sai Kung
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Upon the satisfactory completion of minimum hours

of voluntary work within the trial period, 107 successful

volunteers from the fifth batch of Friends have been offered

official membership of “Friends of Heritage”. Friends have

demonstrated their vigor and enthusiasm in participating our

activities and voluntary works. Their work in promoting

heritage preservation have gained recognition.

In order to extend the scope of services from the

Friends, a number of teams were formed last year namely the

Care for Monuments Prefect Team, Editorial Working Group

and Website Team. Prefect Team members were invited to

visit Tang Ancestral Hall, Ping Shan, Tang Chung Ling

Ancestral Hall and Tai Fu Tai Mansion during their leisure

time.  During their visit, they would record the number of

attendances, conduct questionnaires and examine the

condition of the monuments. Friends also assisted in guiding

the Young Friends of Heritage to visit various monuments

during summer holidays.  The Editorial Working Group

assisted in the editorial work of Newsletters of the Office

including research, interview and  manuscript composition

while the Website Team assisted in website maintenance.

Meanwhile, Friends were invited to join the Docents

Training Programme offered by the Office annually. Upon

the completion of the training courses and passing of the

examination, they will become docents and provide docent

services to schools and non-profit making organizations.

Recently, Friends have also been providing docent service at

Sheung Yiu Folk Museum, Sai Kung during Sundays.
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A view of nearby
historic buildings
from St. Joseph's
College
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Heritage conservation is a long-term commitment

requiring concerted efforts.  We need to start instilling in

people early in life an attitude of care and love for our cultural

heritage.  The Office therefore launched a Young Friends of

Heritage (YFOH) Scheme in July 2004.  50 junior students

from 11 secondary schools in different parts of the territory

participated in the scheme.  Through a series of training

courses and site visits, they acquired basic knowledge of

heritage conservation.  These Young Friends were then busy

carrying out thematic studies and compiling reports, hoping

to contribute to heritage conservation in Hong Kong.
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The Young Friends gathered at St. Joseph’s College on

18 December 2004 to take part in a study-cum-Christmas

tea party organised by the Young Friends of the College.  As

a teacher of one of the schools participating in the YFOH

Scheme, I went to the Admiralty MTR station on that day to

meet some AMO staff members, Young Friends and their

teachers from other schools.  We then walked to St. Joseph’s

College led by its students.

Research and Education
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Student of the St. Joseph’s
College introducing the
history of the College to the
Young Friends
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Young Friends visiting the classroom of the College
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As we entered the solemn and majestic St. Joseph’s

College at 7 Kennedy Road, we found that Vice Principal

Mr. Ip Tin-yau, history teacher Mr. Chung Fat-shing and

some fellow students of St. Joseph’s College who are keen on

heritage preservation had already been waiting for us.  A Young

Friend, student Victor Lee, then gave us a detailed account

of the history of St. Joseph’s College with such humour and

liveliness that we all enjoyed it thoroughly.

Form 7 arts student Siu Chun-ho then acted as a

docent and guided us through the cultural heritage of his

school.  According to him, the North Block and the West

Block of St. Joseph’s College were declared as monuments in

August 2000.  Its forerunner, St. Saviour’s College, was

established at Wellington Street in 1864 by the Roman

Catholic Church.  In 1875, it was taken over by six La Salle

Brothers and renamed as St. Joseph’s College.  In 1918, the

school moved to a new campus at the present site of No. 7

Kennedy Road, where the Club Germania had been located.

The Classroom Block (i.e. the present North Block) was

opened in 1920 while the Science Block or the Chapel Block

(i.e. the present West Block) was put into use in 1925.  Both

the North and the West Blocks are the only surviving pre-

war buildings of the College.  The former has two clock towers

at both ends and verandahs on one side whereas the latter has

a turret on the top.  We all enjoyed very much the vivid

recount of the history of the school by Chun-ho, so much so

that Mrs. Ada Yau, Curator of the Education and Publicity

Unit, invited him on the spot to join the FOH Scheme and

become a docent.
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Staircase lead to the clock
tower
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The North and West Blocks of
the College were declared as
monuments
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It was an eye-opening tour.  Not only did we see

classroom desks and chairs nicknamed “The Tanks”, but also

the triangular playground for the exclusive use of Form 1

students.  We even climbed up the mysterious staircase hidden

inside the teachers’ room, got to the top, and discovered to

our surprise the Renaissance-style clock towers.

With delicious food prepared by the Young Friends of

the College, we had a wonderful early celebration of

Christmas.  Before leaving, we were each given a copy of the

College’s yearbook weighing up to four pounds four ounces.

Browsing through this “weighty” gift, we came to know that

the boys of the College were also called “Josephians”.  Touring

and exploring cultural heritage with Josephians was indeed a

fruitful experience!

Research and Education
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Text by : Lam Chi Tak / Friends of Heritage

The Young Friends of Heritage come from 11

secondary schools, namely STFA Lee Shau Kee College,

S.K.H. Kei Hau Secondary School, Sha Tin Methodist

College, St. Stephen's Church College, Buddhist Wai Yan

Memorial College, Shi Hui Wen Secondary School, Ju

Ching Chu Secondary School (Yuen Long), CCC Kei

Yuen College, QualiEd College, St. Joseph's College and

Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Lui Yun Choy Memorial

College.

In order to promote communication and exchanges

among themselves, the Young Friends have created a web

page on their own with student David Cheng from St.

Joseph’s College as the Convener of the Website Team.

This lively and attractively designed web page currently

contains Activities Up-date, Game Zones, Message Board

and Learning Zone.  Activities Up-date provides the latest

information about the YFOH Scheme while the Message

Board is a place where Young Friends can share their

thoughts and experience.  As regards the Learning Zone,

you can see the results of thematic studies conducted by

schools participating in the YFOH Scheme.

Contents of the YFOH Web Page are updated on

a regular basis.  Please visit http://www.amo.gov.hk/yfoh/

en/index.php
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Bronze ding
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Burials at Heng Ling Shan (Shang and Zhou dynasties)
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Chinese and Overseas Heritage
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Recent Archaeological Discoveries in Guangdong, China
Case Study of Projects undertaken by Guangdong Provincal Institute of
Cultural Relics and Archaeology
(Chinese version only)
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Liu Chengji / Visiting Research Fellow of
the Antiquities and Monuments Office
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Pottery stem cup
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Burials at Wu Bei Ling
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Pottery zun
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Crouched burial , Li Yu dun
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Painted pottery sherds, Hao Gang
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Crouched burial , Li Yu dun
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Stone beaters, Hao Gang

Chinese and Overseas Heritage
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Excavation at Xi Pu
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Basin with tripod,
Jing Tao Shan
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A tomb with cobbies at the bottom, Warring States period, Xi Pu
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Blue and white small jars, Zhong
Song Xue tombs, second year of
Zheng De reign, Ming dynasty
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Bronze mirror with
four deities and
feathered figures
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A tripartite pottery
house

Chinese and Overseas Heritage

�� !"#$%

2004�� !"#$%&'()*

�� !"#$%&"33�� !"#$

�� !"� !#$%#&' ()*

�� !"#$%&'()&'(*&'

�� !"#$%&'()*+*,*

�� �!�"�#$%&'(#)*+

�� �!�"#$%&'()*+&

�� !"#$%&"'()*+,-.

�� !"#$%&'()"*+�,(

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'()* +,-.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.'

�� !"#$%&'()�*+,-'

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"!#$%&!#$%"'()

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.*

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'!#()*+,-

��

�� !"#$%&'

2003�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.//01

�� !"#$%&'� !()*+,-./0

�� !"#$��%&'(")*+,-.'

�� !"�#$%&'()*+,� -./

�� !"#$%&'(#)*+,-./01

�� !"#$%&'"()*+,&-./0

�� !"#



�� !34

�� !

�� N ���� !"#

Porcelain wares from “Nan Hai No.1” shipwreck
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Situated at Zhao Su County, Yili, Xinjiang, the

renovation ceremony of Zhao Su Sheng You Temple was held

on 16 May 2005.  The renovation of the Temple has then

been started.  Zhao Su Sheng You Temple is also called Lama

Zhao, as well as “Jin Ji Ling” in Tibetan.  It is regarded as a

national historic building protected with great emphasis.  Built

in the 24th reign of Guangxu (1898), it is the most well-

preserved Lama Temple in Xinjiang.  Composed of eight

buildings, the entire complex takes up more than 10,000

square metres.  It is expected that the renovation project will

be completed after two years.
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News on Chinese and Overseas Heritage
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The restoration project of the Hall of Annual Prayer

of the Temple of Heaven in Beijing began in January 2005

and is expected to be completed by September 2006. The

Hall of Annual Prayer is the largest existing round wooden

structure in China. It was also the most important building

for holding grand ceremonies to offer sacrifices to heaven the

emperors of the Ming and Qing dynasties. One of the

important tasks of the restoration project is to repaint the

hall’s outer eaves boards, restoring them to the former glamour

of the Qianlong era. The board and the gilded knob will be

washed with weak acid first and damaged parts will then be

repaired. Another focal point of the restoration project is to

use the wall bricks produced in Hebei Province to replace the

cement bricks in the halls and courtyards.
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Restoration Work of the

Hall of Annual Prayer,

Temple of Heaven,

Beijing, China
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Restoration Work of Zhao

Su Sheng You Temple, Yili,

Xinjiang, China

Chinese and Overseas Heritage



�� !36

�� !

�� !"1,000��

�� !"

Ruins of 1,000-year-old

palace were discovered

in Nepal
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A more than 1,000 years old huge archaeological site

has been discovered in Saptari district of southeastern Nepal

in March 2005.  This structure has a 340-metre wall made

up of artistic bricks on a foundation of stone laid over soil.  It

is believed that the statue was either a palace or a monastery

with over 1,000 years of history because the swans and

geometric shapes present in the walls are similar to those of

the Pal period.  Windows, entrances, rooms and numerous

artefacts including statues, remains of crockery, engraved

bricks and a well were discovered.  Besides, a Buddha statue,

belonging to the contemporary era of India's Kushan period,

was found at the site.
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Over 200 ancient remains

were discovered in

Pakistan
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Over 200 remains including a stupa of Budha

Civilisation were discovered at Julian near Taxila by a South

Korean team of archaeologists in February 2005.  Coins dating

back to early Kushan Period in the 1st century AD were also

found. According to the construction method of the walls of

monastery cells and that of the main stupa, it was believed

that the stupa were built during the 1st and 2nd centuries

AD. These discoveries served as significant information for

the study of Budhist Monasteries in the region.
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Text by : Tse Siu Lam / Friends of Heritage
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The Eastern District of the Hong Kong Island is

located at the north eastern part of Hong Kong. From west

to east, it covers the East of Causeway Bay, Tin Hau, North

Point, Quarry Bay, Shau Kei Wan, Chai Wan and Siu Sai

Wan. The area has a long history and it has been transformed

into a multicultural community from an industrial centre in

the past, integrating the features of both Chinese and Western

cultures. All kinds of religious buildings are available in the

district, symbolizing the district’s diversity and all-inclusive

nature.
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Tour of Religious Buildings in the Eastern District
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Eastern District
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Tin Hau Temple, Causeway Bay
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Ngok Wong Temple
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Causeway Bay
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1. Tin Hau Temple, Causeway Bay

According to the legend, Tin Hau Temple in Causeway

Bay was probably built in the early 18th century. It is one of

the oldest Tin Hau temples in Hong Kong. There is a rich

collection of relics in the temple, including a copper bell from

1747. In 1982, the temple was declared a monument.

2. Ngok Wong Temple

Located in Electric Road, Ngok Wong Temple has a

history of nearly 100 years according to the legend. It is the

only temple dedicated to Yue Fei of the Southern Song dynasty

in Hong Kong. On the festival of Ngok Wong, as well as the

first and the 15th day of each month, it attracts a large number

of worshippers.
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�� !"#$

Holy Cross Church
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North Point

3. St. Jude’s Church

St. Jude’s Church was founded by Rev. George Caruso

in 1953. The purpose was to promote enthusiasm of

individuals to be canonized, to take part in the Eucharist,

and to provide training to clergymen. The construction of

the Church was completed and the first ceremony was

solemnly held in 1957.
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Shau Kei Wan

4. Holy Cross Church

Located in Holy Cross Path, Shau Kei Wan, Holy Cross

Church was founded in1914. The church was erected as a

parish in 1949. With the increase in the number of runs of

trams at Shau Kei Wan and the increase of the need for workers

for the new factories and Taikoo Shipping Yard, the number

of houses at the hillside near the church gradually increased

and the number of worshippers also increased. A chapel was

therefore built for gathering and worshipping. It is now a

fully equipped church with two renovations in 1973 and 1998

respectively.
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Salesian House of Studies

�� !"

Tam Kung Sin Shing Temple

7. Tin Hau Temple in Main Street East

Located in Main Street East at Shau Kei Wan, the Tin

Hau Temple was built in 1873. It is a two-hall, three-courtyard

structure. The main hall is mainly dedicated to Tin Hau who

is accompanied by Kwan Tai, Shing Wong, and Wong Tai

�� !"

�� 

Shau Kei Wan
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5. Salesian House of Studies

In 1930, after it received two villa type buildings in

Shau Kei Wan, the Salesian Society moved its seminary from

Sai Ying Pun to the current location and formally formed the

Salesian House of Studies.

6. Tam Kung Sin Shing Temple

Located at Ah Kung Ngam in Shau Kei Wan, the

temple was first built in 1905. The building is fairly large.

The main hall is mainly dedicated to Tam Kung and he is

accompanied by deities and Ng Tung Gods on the two sides

as well as Lung Mo, Wong Tai Sin and Kwan Tai. The side

hall, which was added later, is dedicated to sea-watching Kwun

Yum. On the eighth day of the fourth Lunar month of each

year, the birthday of Tam Kung, more than 10,000 people

would come to celebrate, making the celebration a grand event

in the Eastern District.
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Shing Wong Temple
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Tin Hau Temple in Main Street East

�� !

Yuen Dou Sin Koon
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Text by : Lee Siu Wah, Wong Yin Yin / Friends of Heritage

Heritage and Tourism
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Chai Wan
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Shau Kei Wan
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9. Yuen Dou Sin Koon

It is the largest Taoist temple in Chai Wan. The temple

is dedicated to Lao Tzu, the God of Venus, and Tit Gwaai

Lei. Theatrical performances are staged on the 15th day of

the second Lunar month each year.

8. Shing Wong Temple

Located at the junction of the Main Street East and

Kam Wah Street in Shau Kei Wan, the temple was built by

the locals in 1887. On Shing Wong’s birthday many

worshippers would come to offer sacrifices.

Sin. The side halls are dedicated to the Taoist ancestor Lui

Cho and Kwun Yum. The temple has a rich collection of

historical relics, including an incense burner, an altar and

tablets. On Tin Hau’s birthday on the 22nd of the third Lunar

month each year, a large number of worshippers are attracted

to the place, where she is worshipped with a lot of incense

burning.
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Alternative Use of Residential Buildings

Since 1841, the city’s population had been increased

gradually with an emergence of high-class residential districts

dominated by Westerners and common living quarters

occupied by the Chinese.  Some Chinese operated small-sized

businesses and involved in light industry.  Very often their

factories were located in residential buildings.  Small-sized

factories occupied one floor while those of larger scale

inhibited an entire building which maybe very close to other

residential buildings.  Since late 1950’s commercial-cum-

industrial buildings as well as residential buildings in various

styles and with different functions were constructed.  We are

going to introduce two examples of residential buildings used

for non-residential purposes.
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After the Second World War, Hong Kong entered an

recession in the 1940’s and 1950’s.  Many families had

difficulty in feeding their children, let alone providing them

with an education.  Under this circumstance, some generous

people and devoted teachers organized schools for poor people

providing basic education to children free of charge.  However,

as the city developed and the birth rate declined, this kind of

school faded away.  When I took photos on streetscape in

Kennedy Town in 1994 (Photo 1), I accidentally discovered

a three-storey old residential building that was vacated.  It

was located at No. 35 - 37 Hau Wo Street, Kennedy Town.

The building’s façade bore the name “Hong Kong Children

of Overseas Chinese Free School (1948)”.  When I paid a

visit recently, I was quite shocked to find out that the title

board was removed and the windows were blocked (Photo 2).

Now and Then
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(Photo 1)
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(Photo 2)
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(Photo 4)
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(Photo 3)
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(Photo 3) The photo was shot in 1994 at the

intersection between Tsat Tsz Mui Road and Kam

Hong Street, North Point.  It was an old residential

building constructed before or after the Second

World War.  It was probably a factory of a

pharmaceutical company.  The building was

relatively well maintained and most of her

“neighbours” were converted into modern residential

skyscrapers.  When I visited the place recently, I

found that the surrounding environment has

undergone tremendous changes.  It is predictable that

such a change happened as our city develops rapidly

(Photo 4).
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Text and Photographs : Yuen Kwok Tung / Friends of Heritage

(The author reserves the rights of the photographs)








