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Though Hong Kong is a modern metropolis, traditional
cultural heritage is still preserved within this cosmopolitan city.
One can appreciate such heritage in the New Territories where
villagers and clan members still treasure and preserve their own
traditions and heritage. Valuable relics in the New Territories
are now on display at the newly established Ping Shan Tang
Clan Gallery cum Heritage Trail Visitors Centre (the Centre) in
Yuen Long, New Territories, the details of which are introduced

in the Special Feature of this issue.

The Centre has been open since April 2007. It is the
first time the government works hand in hand with a main clan
of the New Territories to establish a centre for local history
and culture. This project, which is an outstanding example of
community engagement in heritage preservation and promotion,
marks a new chapter in heritage preservation and promotion
work in Hong Kong. Community involvement was a critical
element in establishing the Centre. The Tang Clan members
in Ping Shan have been especially supportive and enthusiastic.
They provided us with various family treasures for display
and also shared with us the stories and history of their families
and clan. In addition, Friends of Heritage and schools which
had joined the Young Friends of Heritage Scheme have also
arranged and presented their own exhibitions on local heritage

at the Centre.

Heritage is closely related to our society, economy and
even daily lives. In “Heritage and Traditional Society in the
New Territories, Hong Kong”, Dr. Liu Tik-sang, Associate
Professor, Division of Humanities of the Hong Kong University
of Science and Technology, discussed the significance
and meanings of heritage in traditional society in the New

Territories.

Apart from the traditional societies in the New Territories,
heritage can be appreciated through various means, including
the “Virtual Heritage Explorer” computer system which has
been recently launched by the Antiquities and Monuments
Office. In this issue, monuments in Hong Kong stamps are
also introduced by one of our readers. It is an interesting way
to study and explore our heritage. Indeed, heritage is a lively

issue and surrounds us in our daily lives.

Y

Antiquities and Monuments Office
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Ping Shan|Tang Clan Gallery

B XY EHE DD cum Heritage Trail Visitors Centre

JGRABE L SCHIAR H 1993 4F 5% 57 LA
A MR G DA g R & A b A % E
B o B LU A SRR S g A1 b [
— o BRREA T AR SR R L
MG T ZESH o B LR R 2 AR
ARV A B R s 5 > R
) JEE s FnAL Er g e o

TS S A IR L o —
Frva =i B B ERY) » YLD A 1Y)
/N o S PR SR H BRI
BB > HATERRMTEGE LR - BB 1L
BN 18994 - SR A B A — T
BURTEE o BRI BRIR R 1996 4F Skt gy
S LB A SC AR A > S R A B L
BRi SCE > (A R VR B LU SC A8 3
FHuls o FEE Y R (B E)
K5t LR i TR > B ILERIR )
i Y HI L (CCE) 142007
4 HIEBHL -

= i o ¥ /Y L / 3 £
NERBRREAEELEE (REHES

Ping Shan in the early 20 century; the Old Ping Shan.
overlooking the villages and various historic buildings i

The Ping Shan Heritage Trail in Yuen Long
has attracted many local and overseas visitors since its
opening in 1993. Ping Shan is one of the few districts in
Hong Kong with a long history. A lineage of the Tang
clan has been living in the area since the 12 century.
Numerous elegant buildings constructed in those days
remain today, bearing testimony to the historical and

social development over the past centuries.

Among these traditional buildings, a western-
styled white building is situated on the hilltop in Hang
Tau Tsuen and overlooks the villages in Ping Shan. It
is the Old Ping Shan Police Station which is one of
the few remaining pre-war police stations in the New
Territories. The old station was built in 1899. As
early as 1996, a proposal was put forward by the Ping
Shan Tang Clan to incorporate the old station into
the Ping Shan Heritage Trail. It was also proposed
to convert it into a Centre to introduce local folk
culture and history, as well as monuments along the
Ping Shan Heritage Trail. With the joint effort of the
Antiquities and Monuments Office (the Office) and the

Ping Shan Tang Clan, the Centre was formally open to
public in April 2007.
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in Ping Shan (Photo provided by courtesy of the Public Reco
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Opening ceremony of the Centre
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The Centre comprises three galleries:

(1) The Ping Shan Tang Clan Gallery displays various relics
provided by the Tang Clan which personally relate their history,

customs and cultural life.

(2) The Gallery of Ping Shan Heritage Trail introduces the heritage
along the Ping Shan Heritage Trail.

(3) The Community Heritage Gallery presents periodically special
thematic exhibitions on the history and culture of the New

Territories organised by schools and community organizations.

The “Ping Shan Tang Clan Gallery” is the first exhibition
gallery jointly organized by the Government and local clan. The
villagers in Ping Shan tell their own stories through the exhibition.
They also showcase around 50 items of artefacts related to their
living, economy, marriage, festival, ceremony and education. The
most valuable one is a birthday hanging. It is dated to 11% year of
Tongzhi reign of the Qing dynasty (1872) (On display for a few
months). Other exhibits include furniture and marriage ornaments
with a history of more than a hundred years, old photos and

documents of different periods.




Special Feature

W FEEBEHEETHE () RAXER (A) 2L8UFNRE
Exhibitions produced by C.C.C. Kei Yuen College (left) and Pak Kau College (right)

¥z~ o 2E BB e T R 2 R A Friends of Heritage, C.C.C. Kei Yuen College and
SRk pe B PR MR B B Bt R B S IR students of Pak Kau College will also assist in docent services
S T FE S A R SR S SRS R of the exhibition during public holidays. Visitors are able to
2617 1980 I Ik B A st o have an insight into the history of the New Territories. For

details, please contact the Office’s staff at 2617 1980.

W EEAT—F (1872F) REEIR
Embroidered silk birthday hanging dated 11" year of the Tongzhi
reign of the Qing dynasty (1872)

B RUBBEXYERR
Exhibits of the Ping Shan Tang Clan Gallery
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Ping Shan in the Olden Days
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sui Sing Lau Pagoda in 1968 (Photo provided by courtesy of the Public Records
Office)

W 1967 MR (RABAERES EERM)
Ping Shan in 1967 (Photo provided by courtesy of Mr. William Tang)

B 2004FMBER (REBXM KT RERM)
Tsui Sing Lau Pagoda in 2004
(Photo provided by courtesy of Lee Siu-wah, Friend of Heritage)
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Special Feature

B 1977 ENHRRARDE =2
Tang Ancestral Hall and Yu Kiu Ancestral Hall in 1977

W 1970F KR - BhARuRL ENERILEE (RAEBENES SERHE)

Ping Shan in 1970s with the Old Ping Shan Police Station at the hill BV ARB /| XYk
(Photo provided by courtesy of Mr. William Tang) Text : Ho Ka-yin /
Friend of Heritage
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Ping Shan|Tang Clan Gallery
BUEHERD cum Heritage Trail Visitors Centre
HiL 8 Venue:
Ao R LT EE AT Hang Tau Tsuen, Ping Shan, Yuen Long, New Territories
B it Re ] - Opening Hours:
HH (BRI @ EFTRETF AR 10:00am to 5:00pm daily (except Mondays)

BEH— (ARBRIIERIN KBS EY]— ) ki Closed on Mondays (except Public Holidays) and the first two days of

the Lunar New Year

%8 AY Free Admission
Hi# &S Enquiries: 2617 1959 #H Website: http://www.amo.gov.hk

Heritage Hong Kong 7
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Eastern part of Cheung Shue Tan Excavation, Tai Po
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Archaeological Excavation

at Cheung Shue Tan, Tai Po

of construction works, the Civil Engineering and’
Development Department provided resources for
the Office to conduct thorough investigation at
the affected areas within the Cheung Shue Tan
archaeological site. Archaeological investigation
was completed in April 2007 at the project areas
which were divided into the eastern and western
parts by a small stream. The excavation, covering
about 800m? mainly retrieved prehistoric cultural
remains together with abundant artefacts such as
stone adzes, chipped stone flakes and coarse pottery

sherds.

Cheung Shue Tan are valuable research data for

Archacological findings recovered from

understanding the natural and cultural changes at

the eastern coast of New Territories.
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Archaeology
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Excavation in progress
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Taking field drawings
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Architectural Glossary of Chinese and |

Western Historic Buildings —
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Door knockers of Shut Hing Study Hall, Ping Shan, Yuen Long

Histor
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Door

W RS EENEM R A EREMN
A pair of chained-ring iron gates at the front entrance
of Kun Lung Wai, Lung Yeuk Tau, Fan Ling

A door, the entrance and exit of a building, is an
essential and indispensable part of any building. As
society developed, a door became a symbol of status
and power. Apart from its practical purposes, doors of
different styles and ornamentations became the status
symbols of different social classes. They also reflect

different cultural characteristics.

In traditional Chinese buildings, styles of doors
are diverse. Doors are mainly made of wood. They
are formed by different parts such as door leaf and door
frame etc. Door knockers are attached to the door to
enable visitors to announce his presence. It is also the
tradition of many Chinese to put decoration like door-

god and couplet on the door.



Historic Buildings
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W FIRIERABLETENM
Doors of Main Building, the Helena May, Central

In Western buildings, doors of various styles

such as Gothic, Renaissance, Neoclassic etc can also
be seen. Sculptured decorations are often found at the

door head, door frame and door knocker.

When you visit local Chinese and Western

historic buildings, please do not miss the details of their

doors.
B RER 2R
W EAEEN SRR AR (EBREER) WP Text - Hui Yukdun |
Doors of Former French Mission Building (Hong Kong Court of Final Appeal), riend of Heritage
Central
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Heritage and Traditional Society in the New Territories, Hong Kong

BiaEE L
EBRMBRREANE
Dr. Liu Tik-sang

EBEIHIR

Associate Professor, Division of Humanities,
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
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(English Translation)

Heritage refers to old things from the past. It refers to
things that are handed down and worthy of preservation, which
include arts, culture, folk literature, relics, antiquated entities
and traditions. Certain forms of heritage are tangible, such as
art pieces and historic buildings, while others are intangible, like
languages, legendary stories and craftsmanship for example.
These two different forms of heritage are closely related to one
another. Whatever their forms, they are all part of what we call

cultural legacy.

According to the theory of humanities and sociology,
any object, thinking, or behaviour created by mankind
constitutes “culture”. A “society” refers to a group of
human beings living together, within which individuals form
relationships and connections. Heritages, including concrete
objects and abstract ideas, cannot be isolated from its social

milieu. It must be placed within its cultural and social context.

First of all, let’s talk about exteriors and symbols when
we analyse the meaning of heritage. Exteriors are the external
appearances of tangible objects, which may have different
meanings. Language, which is a tool for communication
among human beings, is a foundation for culture. It is also
a system of symbols, not too different from mathematics. It
conveys information through a set of unique phonetics, syntax
and lexicon. The same pronunciation in different languages
may have different meanings. Our cultural heritage and
tradition can also be considered as symbols which contain

meanings that are passed on from generation to

generation. Cultural symbols can be found not
only in language, but also in every detail of our
living. Heritage, which is of great public concern,
is a very important identity marker. However,
the same heritage can mean different things to

different people. As a result, a heritage item can

RBK HIEBRIE

Re-enactment of boat wedding in Tai O
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Re-enactment of boat wedding in Tai O

have many layers of meanings. People from different walks of life

will therefore struggle for interpreting the heritage.

Let us consider several examples to illustrate the significance
of heritage. The first example is the community of Tai O. Many
people deem the stilt houses of Tai O to be precious and unique in
Hong Kong, representing Hong Kong’s past. Tai O, a community
with a long history, has numerous temples and its residents
conduct many religious activities. It is an outstanding example of
a traditional community. To the residents of Tai O, the religious
activities have their own meanings. For example, there is the
dragon boat event every year during the Dragon Boat Festival.
The aim of the Dragon Boat Festival is to ward off evil by purging
the waters of malevolent spirits. For the people of Tai O, this is
the origin and the real significance of the Dragon Boat Festival. It
has become a spectacular traditional event which has attracted a

number of tourists.

Like other village societies, Tai O has experienced rapid
economic decline, migration of villagers to urban areas and
reduction in resources from the government. Rural communities
are under great pressure of developing their own economies. One
popular approach of doing so is to attract visitors by re-enacting old

customs and traditions.

The re-enactment of boat wedding in Tai O is one of the
examples. To show their support for the re-enactment, participants
would take out their own jewellery and put them on during the
event. It is done in the hope of promoting economic growth in
their community. An interesting aspect of this boat wedding re-
enactment is that while many people volunteer to play the roles
of family members, wedding guests and other hangers-on, no one
wants to be the bride or the groom. For them, they ought to be the

bride or groom only once in their lifetimes.

)
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Tin Hau Festival
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From a tourism point of view, re-enactments of customs
and traditions are attractive and colourful events. However,
what is the significance to local communities? Boat wedding
is of course an important part of culture and tradition, but why
does a private wedding have to become a public performance?
The re-enactments are, in fact, an indictment against the
economic problems of the community. The Tai O dragon boat
event and boat wedding we see today have lost their original
and fundamental meanings. These activities have new social
significances, though the “exterior appearance” of the activities

has not changed.

The second example we shall examine is the worship of Tin
Hau. Throughout Hong Kong, there are many activities celebrating
the birthday of Tin Hau on the 23" day of the third month of the
Lunar year. The most spectacular one is the parade in Shap Pat
Heung, Yuen Long in which over 30 organizations participate.
The aim of the parade is to return a fa pau to Tin Hau Temple. A
fa pau is a paper ornament with the image of Tin Hau in its centre.
Anyone who manages to take this image home will benefit from
the blessings of the goddess for the entire year. During the parade,
the organizations will perform dragon dance in order to guard
the fa pau. The third fa pau which is more than 10-metre high is
considered the most important one. It is a way to demonstrate the
wealth and status of the community. This kind of parade is unique
in Hong Kong. The parade established in 1963 was originally
planned to improve the transportation in the area and attract tourists.

Gradually, it became a new local tradition.

The third example is basin meal. Most local people
consider basin meal as Hong Kong’s signature dish, a tradition
that is worthy of preservation. There are many clan organizations
in New Territories. The clan was formed by male descendants of
an ancestor. The descendants lived together and relied on farming
in lands under the name of their ancestors for their livelihood.
The big clans of the New Territories worship their ancestors in the
Spring and Autumn Equinoxes and enjoy basin meals. Besides,
grave sites with good fung shui were selected as the burial plots of
their ancestors so as to ensure the prosperity of the descendants.
When the time came for worshipping one’s ancestors, roasted pig
is served for the ancestor. After the worshipping ceremony, the
basin meal including the roasted pig is enjoyed by the clansmen
on site. This is known as “Sek Shan Tou” (eating on the hillside).
The clansmen believe that they would be blessed by partaking
of the food that had been offered to the ancestors. Basin meal
is actually a communal affair during important activities such
as weddings and Lantern Ceremonies to affirm the identities and
statues of the newly-weds and the new-born babies. The whole
clan, rich and poor, the senior and junior branches, will all squat
together and enjoy basin meal as a display of egalitarianism
among brothers. This is the religious and egalitarian meaning of

basin meal in the New Territories.
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Villagers worshipping their ancestors
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The basin meal is seen as a cuisine of walled villages in the
New Territories. Its rising popularity is closely related to the sense
of identity of the people in Hong Kong. Hong Kong people want
a unique cuisine and basin meal is selected. Basin meal has an
important role to play among the communities in the New Territories.
It has been removed from its New Territories context and brought into
the urban area. It finally lost the religious and social meanings which

it had in the New Territories.

Any religious activity, ceremony and cultural heritage that
cannot be connected with the present-day society will disappear
quickly. Societies are changing. Though the exteriors of heritage
can be conserved, we will give them new meanings and significance.
Different groups are in contention in giving their own new meaning to
heritage. It is important to study how to maintain social organization
and human relationship during the process of heritage interpretation.
This is something to be aware of when we talk about heritage and
conservation. From the above examples, it is clear that heritage
is closely related to local bonding, and that heritage is linked to
social, political and economic and religious elements. We have to
preserve heritage, but most importantly we have to preserve the social
relationships which are represented through the heritage.

(The above is an abstract of a seminar of the same fitle conducted by Dr. Liu
at the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre in July 2006.)
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There are various types of historic buildings in
Hong Kong, of both Chinese and Western styles. These
historic buildings and sites reflect our cultural identity
and mark the continuation of our traditions. They are

also living history closely related to our daily lives. The

“Virtual Heritage Explorer” project provides 360-degree

cubical panorama for about 60 historic buildings and

sites. You can explore the real-like monuments through
this website, http://vhe.lcsd.gov.hk/vhe or the kiosk at
the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre. It is hoped
that this project will arouse public’s understanding of

and interest in local heritage.
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Educational Activities and Services
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Historic building sketch workshop

W E2LEBREERT
Students learning docent skill from docent

B [ENRENESRER] ERFNE

International Conference on the “Evolution and Rehabilitation of the Asian Shophouse”

Since the end of 2005, the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre has
been open to bring diversified educational activities to the public. This centre
is situated in the Kowloon Park in Tsim Sha Tsui, occupying the historic
Blocks S61 and S62 of the former Whitfield Barracks. Different kinds of
exhibitions, lectures, workshops, seminars and other educational activities

are organized regularly in the Centre.

With the assistance from the Friends of Heritage (FOH), various
educational activities were held for members of the public. Members of FOH
acted as speakers of lectures on local heritage, docents for exhibitions, tutors
for workshops of measured drawings of historic buildings and archaeology
respectively. Participants of the activities were able to familiarize themselves

with local heritage.

The Office also organizes docent services at Tai Fu Tai Mansion, San
Tin, Yuen Long during afternoons of Saturdays and Sundays introducing the
monument to the visitors. Docent services at monuments along heritage
trails are also provided for schools and non-profit-making organizations. For
details, please visit our Office’s website: http://www.amo.gov.hk or contact our
staff at 2208 4406.

—

Heritage Hong Kong J7 y



0]

At

B3

il

K2R

Friends ot Heritage

TYEEREEETR X 2K The Office has introduced the ‘Friends of
HEEATEN T \H > B3k §4  Heritage’ (FOH) Scheme to the public for eight batches,
TRE BHBEEIEESERE generating members from various disciplines. Most of

M2 TIE BN & IESEIES o g the members are professionals and are actively engaged

12900 64F B8 2 3 3t H ZE5 48 2 1030 in various public educational programmes organized by

2 I B ER NGRL ] 5 /NG R — fo the Office. For instance, Ms. Fanny Ang, the winner of
auie I /N

ST . T ARG B A A the design competition of Christmas Card 2006, is an
LA A T L T 5 4 E‘%'m I architect and also a volunteer who loves drawing old
FNIX i

buildings during her leisure time.
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B 20065 XY 2 R B R ET L BES B/ NMENSRIER
Winning entry by Ms. Fanny Ang of the 2006 FOH X’mas Card Design Competition

B XYz RSBXMEEAERE

Friends of Heritage visiting the Central Conservation Laboratory

B X2 REEREEERNGEPRABER S %

Mr. Lee Kwok-kuen teaching the basic steps of ‘Tai Chi’ in a historic building

B Sz REEFLERE [HBRANESEER | H6

Ms. Lee Yee-man being the tutor for the “Tresure Hunt Game at HKHDC”
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Young Friends ot Heritage
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YFOH reporters working group meeting

The Office has launched the “Young Friends of
Heritage’ (YFOH) scheme from 2004. Up to now, the
scheme has nurtured 130 students from 51 secondary

schools as members of YFOH.

YFOH undertakes a diversified range of
activities. By joining a series of activities like
training, field trips and thematic studies etc, they
can acquire a better understanding of heritage
conservation. Afterwards, they engage in many types
of voluntary work for examples, to serve as helpers in
the ‘International Museum Day Hong Kong’ which is
held once a year and assist in cleaning of monuments,
etc. Moreover, members have recently acted as YFOH
reporters. They conducted oral interviews with people
living in various districts to discover and explore local

heritage and history.

Research and Education

B MEE XK
Text : Lam Chi-tak /
Friend of Heritage
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Selected World Heritage Site: The Old Town of Lijiang
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The Old Town of Lijiang is located in the
transitional terrain in the northwest of the Yunnan
province. As a transport nexus, it has long been an
economic and communications hub for different ethnic
groups in the area. The town has a long history. The
intermingling of peoples and cultures over a long period
of time had bequeathed to the place a unique culture.
The Old Town is famous for its beautiful scenery,
heritage and culture. It is also one of the very few well-
preserved historic towns in China. It was listed as a
World Heritage Site in 1997.

© UNESCO

Town establishment in ancient China involved
building houses and laying down streets according to
the natural flow of rivers and streams. The layout of the
Old Town was done no differently. The Yuequan River
flows and divides into tributaries as it enters the town.
It branches out further into smaller canals and streams,
forming an entire network of waterways that traverses
the town. The town has some 300 stone bridges, which,
together with the waterways, foliage, old streets and
houses, make up the traditional Chinese aesthetic ideal

of a city of canals.



Chinese and Overseas Heritage
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© UNESCO

A large number of houses dating back to the Ming
and Qing dynasties are well-preserved in the Old Town.
The Mu Residence used to be the administrative office
of the Mu family, the hereditary rulers of the Old Town.
The Mu Residence contains within its compound an
array of buildings and apartments like meeting halls and
temples and so on. The complex, apart from being an
accurate reflection of Chinese architecture during the
Ming dynasty, also retains the simplicity of earlier Tang
and Song architectural styles.

The Old Town boasts numerous historic sites, and
a dazzling array of scenic views. It is an exceptional
ancient town which represents the harmonious fusion of

historic buildings and natural environment.

B FRE 2K
Text ! Lee Siu-wah /
Friend of Heritage

R IS BB SO AR

Photographs provided by courtesy of
the UNESCO
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Persepolis: The Lost Capital of Persia
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Persepolis was built on a terrace of laid stones
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Iran is a country that often conjures up images of mystery,
instability and strife. She is, however, home to a civilisation that was
both ancient and great. We are, of course, talking about the Persian
Empire, which almost everyone has heard of. Despite the many
dynastic changes in Iran’s ancient history and the recent Iran-Iraq
war, cultural and historical relics have managed to survive within its
borders. One such World Heritage Site, Persepolis, is the symbol of

the glory and grandeur of the Persian Empire. It is well worth a visit.
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Persepolis, located to the northeast of Shiraz, a city in
southern Iran, was listed as a World Heritage Site in 1979.
According to the World Heritage Committee, the cultural and
historical value of Persepolis satisfied the first, third and sixth
criteria of what constituted a relic of world cultural heritage. The

criteria are:

First criterion: represent a masterpiece of human creative

genius;

Third criterion: bear a unique or at least exceptional
testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilization which is

living or which has disappeared.

Sixth criterion: be directly or tangibly associated with
events or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic
and literary works of outstanding universal significance (Note:
The Committee considers that this criterion should preferably be

used in conjunction with other criteria).

o
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RETZENAE - BRMPIBLEART

All of what visitors can see of Persepolis today are scattered pillars, column bases and porticos
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The Gate of All Lands

Persepolis literally means ‘The City of Persia’. The city was
founded by the great Persian king, Darius I, as the capital of the
Achaemenids (559-330BC) since 518BC. Darius I presided over the
economic and cultural zenith of the Persian Empire. At that time scholars
and artisans congregated in Persepolis which is a city of grand palaces

and temples located in the centre of a complex network of trunk roads.

Persepolis, which occupied an area of 140,000 square metres, sat on
a terrace of laid stones. Major structures included the Gate of All Lands,
palaces, royal tombs and a warehouse that stored a horde of national
treasures of the Persian Empire. Unfortunately, this celebrated Persian
capital was occupied and then sacked in 330BC by Alexander the Great
and his Macedonian army. An ancient city of great splendour was reduced
to ashes almost overnight. It was only in 1620 that the ruins of Persepolis
were unearthed for the first time. However, major archaeological
excavations only began in 1931. Since then the government of Persia

have protected and restored these sites.

On entering the site, a flight of stairs lead to a terrace, where the
Gate of All Lands looms before visitors. In millennia past, this gate
welcomed all the envoys from near and far who had come to pay tribute
to the great Persian Empire. Inscribed on both sides of the gate are the

names and dates of past visitors. Some of these names date back to

more than a century.
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Some of the names of the visitors on the Gate of All Lands date
back more than 100 years ago

Crossing the threshold of the Gate of All Lands, visitors will see scattered
remnants of masonry like foundation stones, pillars, column bases and porticos.
The outline and layout of the city are still discernable, bringing to mind the
grandeur and majesty of the palaces and architectural complexes of the ancient

past. Most of the stonework in the city, like the colonnades, gateways and steps

were fashioned from limestone. Part of the walls was made from mud bricks
and remnants of which can still be found on the site. The majority of the stone
columns heads feature back-to-back bulls or lions. These columns would have
supported the crisscross wooden beams of the roofs, similar to brackets system of

Chinese architecture. Although most of the wooden structures had been destroyed

by fire, I did see an exhibit in the Louvre Museum in France, which was one of

B EIBYENERRGREFSRERNSENRZ

The roof of the museum on the site is a replica of the original palace roof in
ancient Persia

W OEERT = EYEARHARIDRFIETAE (Apadana) A
AT RAEFERNAREATNERE
The original joining of stone pillars and wooden beams can be seen in this
exhibit of the Apadana stone pillars in the Louvre Museum in France
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the 36 stone pillars in the Apadana (Great Hall) of Persepolis. The
pillar was very well preserved and the museum placed wooden
beams on its column head to demonstrate how the original structure
would have looked like.

The most fascinating relics on the site are the stone sculptures,
which depicts the bustling city scenes of that once great empire. On
one of the vertical surfaces of a stone terrace is a relief of a group
of people standing in line, who were wearing different types of
clothing and carrying various receptacles and tributary gifts. Studies
have shown that this relief is a depiction of a scene where more
than 20 envoys from Persia’s vassal states, including Egypt, Parthia,

Armenia, Babylon and India, came to pay tribute to their suzerain.

From this piece of sculpture alone, one can imagine the extent of

WS R Rt = B T A B R T S AR Persia’s influence at the zenith of its power.

The relief on the wall depicts a scene of envoys from various nations paying tribute to Persia
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Chinese and Overseas Heritage

Although this grand capital city had been decimated
by Alexander’s army, and suffered subsequent damage by
nature and man, it is a silent witness to the history of the

Persian Empire.

W SN AT B LU SER) 495 B2

Visitors can still see the remains of mud brick walls on the site
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B EEERHERNFELENEE  BRETHIHANER  BHEELAKRFTEFEA L3,000L8E A AL EYBEE
All that remains of this warehouse, which once housed the treasures of the Persian Empire, are column bases arranged in an orderly fashion; it is
said that Alexander the Great used up to 3,000 camels to cart the spoils away
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Heritage Sites in France and Spain

200647 H » EE R T R K& 7Y In July 2006, 1 went on a trip where I visited famous
PEF 22 R4 38, > fa oy oA D 1 BAE cities in France and Spain. Many of these old cities were
HREEWHEFFRELRESY  EPHEAZ established during the Roman period. Quite a few of them are
L F FOBE L - also listed in the World Heritage List.
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Santiago de Compostela in Spain
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A continuous stream of Christian pilgrims
visited Santiago de Compostela during the Middle
Ages. Their numbers second only to those who
went to Rome. Pilgrims have made their way,
from France to the church in Spain along the
800 km route that echoes the position of the
Milky Way. The French and Spanish sections of
the pilgrims route were inscribed on the World
Heritage List. The Council of Europe even

marked it as the first European Cultural Route.

(R S B AR AR SR it
Photo is provided by courtesy of the UNESCO)
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Citeaux and Abbaye de Fontenay in France

FRAEg R/ alH BRI > & b 0008 B A 6 2 A worh A
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© UNESCO

W ST BT
Abbaye de Fontenay

(R IS EHR A SR A
Photo is provided by courtesy of the UNESCO)

© UNESCO Many novels are set in monasteries, where the
lives of monks are often given a veneer of mystery. Our
visit to the gardens, cloisters, exhibitions and libraries
of rare books in the monastery at Citeaux revealed to
us the determined asceticism and piety of the early
monks. It was founded in 1098. Besides, the Abbaye
de Fontenay was built in 1118. Its well-preserved

condition earned it a place on the World Heritage List.

|_REEST Sl
Abbaye de Fontenay
(BB 5 B a BB A iR it
Photo is provided by courtesy of the UNESCO)
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Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Chartres in France
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Friend of Heritage
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B DR AHE
Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Chartres

Chartres, a Roman-style cathedral was built in
1145. Gothic architectural details were added during the
renovation in 1194. The relief on the door of the building
and the stained glass windows inside are superlative
examples of decorative art. It was also inscribed on the
World Heritage List.

What extra-curricular knowledge could be gleaned
from a study tour in Europe that lasted less than 20 days?
How could we learn about European history from centuries
past among the still standing but empty edifices? The most
important thing is that we could experience the sense of
time and space, which the words and pictures in books can

never bring across.

W =PI SRR
Relief on the door of the building
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Historic Buildings in Tung Chung, Lantau

Tung Chung was an important site for military and
transportation in the past. A number of old buildings was

constructed in the district in view of its strategic location.

Tung Chung Fort, described as the Tung Chung
Suocheng (Tung Chung Battalion) in the Qing dynasty, was
the naval headquarters of the Right Battalion of Dapeng. The
carved granite slab above the entrance gives the date of the
Fort as 1832. In 1898 when the New Territories was leased
to Britain, the Fort was evacuated by the Qing authorities,
then occupied, first as a police station, and then by Wa Ying
College, the Rural Committee Office and the Public Primary
School of Tung Chung. The Fort is now a veritable landmark

of Tung Chung.
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Tung Chung Fort
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W RENEE
Tung Chung Battery

W ERIE
Tang dynasty Lime Kiln
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Besides, the remains of a battery were discovered

on a hill slope facing the sea near the Tung Chung Pier.
After clearing the dense undergrowth, an L-shaped
wall with a platform at the corner, probably for gun

emplacements, was revealed.

Near the Tung Chung Battery a lime kiln of
Tang dyansty can be found. It was discovered by
archaeologist at Chek Lap Kok before the construction
of the new Hong Kong International Airport. The kiln

was later relocated on this site.
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Text : Ho Wai-kit /
Friend of Heritage
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Hau Wong Temple, Sha Tsui Tau
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B EENAES
Tin Hau Kung, Wong Lung Hang

Among the stone and brick village houses, there are two traditional Chinese
temples in the area. One of them is the Hau Wong Temple in Sha Tsui Tau. Yeung
Hau Wong is the deity worshipped. The ceramic decorations on the main ridge of the

building were produced in the well-known kiln of Shiwan.

Another temple is the Tin Hau Kung in Wong Lung Hang. It was probably built
in the third year of Daoguang reign (1823) of the Qing dynasty and was originally
situated in Miu Wan of Chek Lap Kok. It is the only surviving temple built in
completely of granitic slabs. Due to the construction of the Hong Kong International
Airport in Chek Lap Kok, the temple was dismantled in 1990 and was relocated to the

present site using the original materials salvaged.
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Now and Then
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Photo is provided by courtesy of the Public Records Office

The Transformation of

Sheung Wan

428 3
l&

Sheung Wan, the first urban community in Hong
Kong, was a major residential and commercial centre
for the Chinese. The Chinese proclivity for living close
to one another was reflected in the high population
density of the area. The layout of the streets and houses
indicated the improvisation of urban planninihring
Hong Kong’s early years. For these reasonsgneumg

Wan has always been perceived as a cluttered and

chaotic district. 3]

Sheung Wan is close to Central, the comn-le-raa
heart of Hong Kong. The latter’s modernisation and
constant renewal over the years have rubbed off on
its dingier neighbour. Like swanky Central : lrow-rise
aging buildings were replaced by modern commercial
edifices. Despite being an old district, Sheung Wan has

not lost its vitality.
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Now and Then

(8 2]
[Photograph 2]

[RA1]
[Photograph 1]

[Photograph 1] shows a well-known restaurant in Sheung
Wan. Standing on the triangular block bordered by Des Voeux
Road Central (popularly known as “deen che lo”, or “Tram
Road”), Wing Lok Street and Rumsey Street, and together
with its curved exterior walls and huge sign, the eye-catching
restaurant became a natural landmark of Sheung Wan. The
photo was taken in 1979-1980. Today, the original seven-storey
building is long gone, and in its place stands the Golden Centre,
a building clad in gold-coloured plate-glass. Even the roof-less
tram station on a traffic island in the middle of the road had been

removed. [Photograph 2, taken in 2006]

Heritage Hong Kong 95



[#8 53]
[Photograph 3]
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If you were to walk along Rumsey Street,
towards the harbour 25 years ago, you would come
across the old Marine Department building. The
building, an excellent example of colonial architecture,
had a watchtower erected on the corner of Connaught
Road Central, which underlined the department’s duty
in controlling ships arriving in and departing from
Hong Kong [Photograph 3, taken between 1979 and
1980]. Following the building’s demolition and land
reclamation, the department has been moved into a
new building closer to the harbour. The original site is
now occupied by Vicwood Plaza. The area’s openness
and spaciousness, so evident in the past, has been
diminished by the pedestrian bridges and elevated
highways. [Photograph 4, taken in 2006]
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[Photograph 5]
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Text and Photographs :

Yuen Kwok-tung / Friend of Heritage
(The author reserves the rights of the
photographs)

[Photograph 5] was also taken between 1979 and 1980 at the junction of Des Voeux
Road Central and Cleverly Street. This old building, probably built in the 1930s, was used
for residential purposes. Standing at only four storeys high, it was nonetheless impressive.
Closer examination will reveal that the ceilings were very high. Having high ceilings
increases indoor ventilation, which, in those days when air-conditioners were non-existent
and electric fans were rare, would indeed be an important design feature. [Photograph 6]
shows the area in 2006. The photographs were taken exactly on the same spot. The tram
tracks turning left on the bottom left-hand corners can be found in both photographs.

[#256]
[Photograph 6]
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Monuments and Archaeological Finds on Hong Kong Stamps

AR
Situ Yifan

T EIEEREE R - sl 2 Everyone has used or seen Hong Kong stamps at one time or
FETEIE B8/ NN Ty~ 2 b n] AN [R] A another, but the fact that ancient artefacts and heritage relics are recorded
Wi > ATRENG IR A N REE &= F o onto the tiny surfaces of Hong Kong stamps may not have caught the

attention of too many people.
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KM 5 — 0 B A A s R E Ik E
W o MO WS 2 UCHEAT AT vl B R 1Y appear on Hong Kong stamps. Thereafter Hong Kong has issued many
S LA T By I B AT A 4 stamps featuring monuments on numerous occasions, including special
5o WA R B > EA RAPECR issues for monuments, and also a number of definitive stamps, as well as

In fact, as far back on 26 February 1941, Hongkong Post had
issued a set of 6 stamps titled “Hong Kong Centenary of British
Occupation”. One of the images was the Main Building of The

University of Hong Kong, which was the first declared monument to

/NI o some larger sized stamp sheetlets.
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Main Building of The University of Hong
Kong can be seen in the stamp of 1941
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Stamps on historic buildings issued in 1985
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Stamp on Flagstaft House, Central issued in 1987 Stamps on historic buildings issued in 1991
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Stamps on Hong Kong Rural Heritage issued in 1995
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Stamps on Hong Kong Urban Heritage issued in 1996
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Article from Readers

Some monuments have even appeared in many occasions on
Hong Kong stamps, such as the former Kowloon-Canton Railway
Clock Tower, which has appeared for a total of 12 times. The
artworks of the monuments on these stamps were created by artists at
different times using a variety of techniques, such as western-style oil
painting, chalcography, watercolour, pastel painting, colour sketching
and cartoon drawings that young people are very fond of; there were
even some traditional Chinese découpage arts, making up a feast of
pageantry for the eyes. At the same time, these stamps were issued
at different times over the years. Hence, the monuments depicted
in them may differ from their present outlooks. These stamps may
therefore serve the function of reference materials for exploring
heritage in Hong Kong. Following the clues provided by these
stamps, people may explore the heritage and the changes that have

occurred with fun and delight.
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Stamps on historic buildings issued in 1999
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In addition, Hong Kong has also issued a set of 4
stamps of “Hong Kong Archaeological Finds” on 26™
June, 1996, showcasing archaeological discoveries of

different periods.

Hongkong Post has announced earlier that a set
of 6 stamps of “Declared Monuments in Hong Kong”
will be issued in 2007. These stamps, designed in the
style of nostalgic photos with their corners fixed inside
transparent angles, feature six declared monuments
namely Tin Hau Temple, Old Wan Chai Post Office,
Former Central Police Station Compound, Former
Yamen Building of Kowloon Walled City, Kun Lung
Gate Tower in Lung Yeuk Tau and Tang Lung Chau
Lighthouse. These are the first declared monument-
themed stamps issued in Hong Kong, of which, the

lighthouse stamp is the first ever from Hongkong Post.

Collecting these Hong Kong stamps with
exquisite designs have provided us with an alternative
means of studying Hong Kong’s heritage. What fun
and delight in exploring antiquities without setting foot
on the field!
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Editorial Team:

Staff of Antiquities and Monuments Office

Ada Yau
Curator (Education and Publicity)

Katherine Chu
Assistant Curator | (Exhibition and Publicity)

Lui Kin-pui

Assistant Curator Il (Monument Records)
Friends of Heritage

Ching Ka-yan, Debbie Levin, Ho Ka-yin,
Ho Wai-kit, Hui Yuk-lun, Lam Chi-tak,

Lee Siu-wah, Tang Mei-wan, Tse Tak-lung,
Yuen Kwok-tung
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Authors' views expressed in the Newsletter do not represent those of

the Antiquities and Monuments Office
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Produced by the Antiquities and Monuments Office of
the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, August 2007
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