& B AR
o : : . g
A 7h jﬁ F> Relics of the Jinsha Site 4 #% Bronze Artefacts ¥ homa s
2001 FREWIIBIRE S
5694+ % 9.25 ~ % 1882 K

ES‘. Stone Artefacts

) TETFHMEAR > T A% B v AROE R SRR AR A B) v e 2 1 DI FOYIIRR GUBHEN T — TR 48 > RERIB L BO AR > B
vl 3 1 13 Efih e By 5 1 ![ il 2z S ) B FTANATAM N R JE S NN ENY |
;;] ”jiﬁgfjiz JJfL;{g;ng E‘_ffﬁ;;m é ;ffz*if‘ i M o SIS EL L BT T S S K E B T RIS R % AR EAT B > T2 A B B A o 3L of > e
4 't"a 1; &f;mﬁmﬁm 14 ;;g""i, 1 L”‘ . RIBRYY U AT 2 I SRR MR KRR L (R - 4 e shang ovesemznou NG REIE ETRAS Bk  fR E RE FEBL A B (e
w3 0 = :~_.Iil_ == b 21.'-‘ £ i A 27 -t o fl‘i- 4 i - \ Uil;l;:ra!r:lt:i:‘ornth]esacrl cial area of the g y SL ey L) T 1AL
;Wi G2 W LT Rl 4% fo?Q.cU'k:_: [;ﬁ@?(f ;szlérru1 atiessun i RanFriGs il g eSan Dysasenwaszen o Bl Ty 1

— SE R g o

St AT o AL BB ARSI S 2 RO RORT SRR 479 - [ v I\'.Iore than one thousand stone artefacts have hccn_ unearthed at the
IR A SR - Bronze ware formed the most important ritual objects in the religious Jf"‘ﬁhf‘ S.].tei '!ufilgm‘g‘fmmdlt;:” shz.lpcfs Iand flc.c_o:latums a{fld ilow fhey
sacrificial activities of ancient Chinese people in the Bronze Age. “ieit _m}lfu ’ lt_]b }ilcs‘w‘nlc ‘t d; m(]‘bt. K lll_{im EGII‘} l.aksaul 1c1? pl‘llrposgf
The large sacrificial area discovered at the Jinsha site was in use from More than 1,300 bronze relics have been unearthed from the _mll(mjmll_mnr:my‘mf“"“{";} lu‘blt" ..n. pallltl,ucu,i “n elli ¥ Sl(?lr}?‘li‘f’u:ne Ot
the late Shang dynasty to the early Spring and Autumn Period, and sacrificial area at the Jinsha site, the majority of which are small dl- IHLL" ]tliglhufrjm;‘dnf I v t.,lmT,L 'd'l}]]mfll ¥ ‘i“‘f":':’_ni’ I]? ?alh"‘b ‘;" HIO‘S
most of the remains date from the late Shang to the early Western Zhou. utensils. Many of them are incomplete and are thought to be parts of ((:‘}‘]1‘)(?14 ST YO s AV R N
The differences in sacrificial methods and objects of worship show the some larger ritual instruments. These relics are roughly of the same Tk
complexity and diversity of the wizard culture. From the frequency of types as the bronze artefacts unearthed in Sanxingdui, but feature new P
sacrifices and the wealth of sacrificial offerings, it can be concluded shapes and workmanship. 3. ﬁ Jade Artefacts
that religious and sacrifice rituals enjoyed an elevaled status in the
social acl1.vxt|es of t.he a.m(-.len.l Shu state. ll?e variety of ex.qunsne B e R [ SRR AL KA > R G R -
artefacts discovered in Jinsha illustrates the rich cultural heritage of 3 ) j[it g
the Sitey BREGFE AR IR Y - VWl HE W + 8% =T ERF - BT RS
TSR R R A AR > S BT AR DR AR > R RO T HEA BRI > SV BHERIER UL T > MK H B
1 [ 5 o G e A 3! O S 12 et : s b e e e o
IR F R € o G B B A T ARG - MU A AL ) T SCALHAE VR Ay » AR B R s SCAL 4% SRR T SCf
U fA iyl G B S b — =gy e D A 43 e e
4 FICT WA ML 1T 28 % o SRR T 5 E AU - BB
@}\-gﬁ ,f% Jade was rega]-ded by the ancien[ j(ﬁl. Iﬂ”’\‘ﬂ]\ﬁkfbﬁ I{]?P:éﬁ{;{.l [FI § 2\% 2 5k {J}iij.h Jféf%‘;{dﬁg‘}d‘} IOL
Bk % A s el R A 2 ; Chinese as a natural, concentrated AR R B B DUl R SRS B LR DL n B as f s
iy P ETLYT (i 1 1986 4FEHI0) || ek = 2 #Eil E material that gathered the aura of heaven VLA ME B RAR » (AR rp Sl - o RS RO R
EHYGh 2 — o B B8 & A w % SIS and earth, and it consequently became 1Y 7 ] [
IS o o B AAE TR 07 ERGA R B0 151 X ST Weet Gediedres [ eols, G VDU M B T I PERER A RS 00 ] VT B4 SO
HIEB R > AR 1 4 £10.1 ‘T@éjﬁ ~l”’16l0?;uiﬂg’§x =S More than 3,000 jade artefacts have A O
1y ] L < . f}?)‘i‘?ﬁ.‘iiﬁ;t;’}i%ﬁ&{- L : : been unearthed from the Jinsha site, g ﬁfi T 37 FEZ B > Ry [EZ GEESY » e EmEAR ] 1
AR UTHE A Hy > DA 5 B o 11 . Bronze head including almost all the common types of KRS A > EREERH R E Z R0 LG B > SRR Sl 28 k[ R Y R
o2 N o U HTHE A 4 B Face-shape gold foil FEER e R U a4 Ny e AR RAY jade ware of the Xia and Shang dynasties 2001 @b e T a4, BTV A B RES S o M ST () AR AE b SR B e e
%ﬁj;;; ;éi%% f’g LatdShariala Washih Shou :uz:gt:::.;izh;::inhfgaalspt 0.2 at the Sanxingdui site el 1 At sl oAt AT £ 106~ 242 6.8« %5 16.6 fK il > BTG BRI b A A3 11 %R SR > R hE BRUR T 3t
: o 22 £« il T "\ & hat Unearthed from the sacrificial area of the 43 cm (H): 19.8 cm (L); 17.8 em (W); i Th ; =L ; ; 3 g e He L e > 3 3l B Bk 1 EE] - £ o s
o i /_. . SEREY .}E Sy i SV LE L 3om (pansver:euiarpe:erl_?ls.ncm (longitudinal diameter) own distinctive characteristics. Showing Ay HEAGHE > IR A R T S SRR A I SO AL Al
i B ] R A R B Collection of the Jinsha Site Museum SRR nearly no traces of use, l!lt‘St‘, jade  Fournode jade cong After twenty years of exploration and archaeological analysis, the Jinsh:
artefacts are thought to be objects made Late Shang to Western Zhou After twenty years of exploration and archaeological analysis, the Jinsha
Throughout history, gold has been specifically for ritual activities. ?i:";::';;‘é!ILOQ“;‘)S]‘““'MF"*'m“’f he site and its profound cultural implications are now recognised as a part

- B
valued by people as a symbol 10.6 em (L); 6.8 cm (aperture); 16.6 cm (H) of the defining cultural heritage of Chengdu as a famous historical and \ T O

ol ' Collection of the Jinsha Site Museum ! s L E 4 : 5 1 _ b a
of nobility and wealth. In major cultural city. The Jinsha site not only bears silent witness to the glorious . A
sacrificial activities, the ancient et past of the capital of the ancient Shu state, but is also integrated into

a national archaeological park that is developing with Chengdu at its

heart. The site will continue in the future to communicate Chinese
culture and spirit through its archaeological findings, studies on the
ancient Shu civilisation, multi-dimensional displays and cross-border

cooperation. The Ancient Shu Civilisation
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ground as a way of expressing
their devotion to the gods. More
than two hundred gold artefacts

have been unearthed at the Jinsha
While taking active measures to protect the site, the Jinsha Site Museum

places (-:lﬂ|')l?asis on exploring the multiple values of cultural heritage. It 30/ ]. 2/2022 o 29/3/2023

organises a variety of cultural activities aimed at “letting more people

Collared bulged jade bi-disc
Late Shang to Western Zhou
Unearthed from the sacrificial area of the
Jinsha site in 2001
28.4 em (L); 5 em (aperture); 2.4 cm (H)

site, making it the most important
of the archaeological sites of the
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"Light of Jinsha — The Ancient Shu Civilisation" Exhibition

? FUSF) oy 359 S 5 9 = BRI A 5y SR BRI rh A > SRR — BRI o 2001 4F7E BUAR T 8 5% B

A @R > KBE R SRAE AR AN A T PR 5 M A R i A0 T B iy i > B =R HERY SCH)
AT A A S R AR o R B 5 B A 0RO SR MRS B S I B AR OE K > IR T =T
2 AE T 49 510 R L ACHIEAT R BE Y 5 8 SCAL > AT T BERB A R [ - WY IoR ) mMRIEERIE > Bl S seqt

MR TR AT SR T3 -

The discovery and excavation of the Sanxingdui
ruins unveiled the mysteries of the ancient Shu
civilisation to a stunned world for the first time. A
large number of sacrificial vessels and household
utensils have since been unearthed from the
Jinsha site, which was discovered in Chengdu
in 2001. These artefacts inherited the form and
craftsmanship of the relics found in Sanxingdui,
and this close connection between them bears
witness to the shift of the political centre of
the ancient Shu from Sanxingdui to Jinsha.
The finds also reveal how highly developed the
bronze culture of the ancient Shu was more
than 3,000 years ago, which undermines the
biased designation of these people as “southern
barbarians and southwestern barbarians™,
and are of great significance for gaining a true
understanding of the ancient Shu culture.
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The Jinsha site has yielded a large
quantity of gold, jade and bronze ware,
lacquered wood articles, as well as
poltery featuring unique shapes and
exquisite workmanship. The diversity of
the artefacts marks another peak of the
ancient Shu civilisation following the
high point achieved in Sanxingdui. The
ancient Shu attached great importance
to sacrificial rituals, making offerings
that were both elaborately and brilliantly
crafted. The last glorious era of the
ancient Shu culture - the Kaiming regime,
emerged in the Spring and Autumn and
the Warring States periods and reigned
over the Shu state for more than 300
years. Based on the systems exisling at
the time, the rituals of the Shu during
the Kaiming period absorbed elements of
the Central Plains, Chu and Qin cultures
of the same period, in which Chu-style
bronze ritual vessels were predominantly
used. The exquisite bronzeware
excavated from the Shuangyuan village
cemetery in Qingbaijiang and the
distinctive lacquerware unearthed from
the tombs of boat-shaped coffins on
Commercial Street in Chengdu indicate
the mutual exchanges between the
ancient Shu culture and the culture of the
Central Plains, which are of particular
significance for the analysis of the
ancient Shu history and culture.
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Gold foil frog

Late Shang to Western Zhou
Unearthed from the sacrificial area of the
Jinsha site in 2001

6.9 em (L); 6 em (W); 0.05 cm (D)
Collection of the Jinsha Site Museum
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The discovery of the Jinsha site offers important archaeological clues for
understanding the development of the ancient Shu state, while academically
it fills in some of the gaps in our knowledge of the civilisation that emerged
there. The direct line of succession from Sanxingdui to Jinsha culture once
again proves that the ancient Shu state had close links with the cultures
prevalent in the Yellow River basin and the middle and lower reaches of
the Yangtze River, and was an important part of China’s amazing ancient
civilisation.
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The exhibition also includes seven archaeological artefacts from Hong Kong,
which have been selected for comparison with the relics excavated at the
Jinsha site, including bronze weapons and stone yue-axe, and to highlight
“pluralistic integration” of the origins of the ancient Chinese civilisation.
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The Jinsha site is located northwest of the city centre of Chengdu
in Sichuan and covers a total area of over 5 km”. Several important
remains have been discovered, and tens of thousands of valuable
cultural relics, including gold, bronze, jade, stone and pottery ware,
as well as bone, tooth and horn tools have been unearthed. Featuring
distinctive characteristics of the ancient Shu culture, these artefacts
indicate that Jinsha was another political, economic and cultural
centre established by the ancient Shu people on the Chengdu Plain
after the Sanxingdui site.
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The Jinsha site

features clearly

defined functional 1
areas. Large

sacrificial sites like
“Meiyuan” locus, ,
“Sanhe Garden” e K
building foundations,
“Lanyuan” dwelling
site and “Qianhe
Xincheng” cemetery l
site, among others, b\

have been found, .

indicating a certain .=

level of urban . s
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Bronze head

Late Shang to Western Zhou

Unearthed from the sacrificial area of the
Jinsha site in 2001

2.6 cm (L); 3 cm (W); 4.4 cm (H)
Collection of the Jinsha Site Museum
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Thematic Exhibition Gallery,
Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre '%
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Monday to Wednesday and Friday: 10 am — 6 pm
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Saturday, Sunday and public holidays: 10 am — 7 pm
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Chinese New Year's Eve: 10 am — 5 pm
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Closed on Thursdays (except public holidays)
and the first two days of Chinese New Year
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