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Wong Chuk Hang is located between Aberdeen and Shouson Hill in the Southern District on
Hong Kong Island. It is said that the name Wong Chuk Hang can be traced to a nearby stream
that once flourished with yellow bamboo. Both the Xinan Gazetters ot 1688 and 1819 recorded
some villages on Hong Kong Island. The Map of the Sun-On-District in 1866 named the Wong
Chuk Hangarea “Heung- kong-wal
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Wong Chuk Hang San Wai
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Wong Chuk Hang Kau Wai and San Wai

Wong Chuk Hang Kau Wai (Old Wai) is believed to have been established in the 18th century
by the Chow Clan of Guangdong province. Chow Kai Man is said to have been the founder. As
the population of Kau Wai grew, the villagers established San Wai (New Whai) in the 1860s and
1870s. Sir Shouson Chow, an important member of Hong Kong’s modern history, was said to
have been born in San Wai. As urbanization and the development of transportation increased in

the 20th century, the old houses at Kau Wai vanished although a few historic buildings still

remain in San Wai.

AH!HBE!;?
s \ MOUNT  NICHOLSO

1968 4F- g [it M il 560 7~ 37 8] V) o .
Map of the Southern District in 1968
showing San Wai (New Village)

The map reproduced with permission of the Director of Lands. - © The Government of Hong Kong SAR. Licence No. G15/2012.
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Aerial photo of the Southern District in 1945
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Aerial photo of the Southern District in 2001

(22 I8 b B A8 B B2t Courtesy of the Lands Department for aerial photos )
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Aerial photo of the Southern District in 1968

;ﬁ [ Mlumm ﬁ.ﬁ"

i.-
; UL TUF T
il s pagi B el .
AL L TITRERRRE T
T TRTIEE TN L RS
CFi vy PR g .
Hll“'”.*i“* iy .

L ke, 1)




Wong Chuk Hang San Wai
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The outlook of the house in 1978 The central hall and the altar in 1978 The main entrance and feng shui screen
wall of the house in 1980s
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8 The renovation in 1995




Wong Chuk Hang San Wai

Old House of No.10 at San Wai and its Architectural Features

The Old House at No. 10 Wong Chuk Hang San Wai is one of the few traditional Chinese
vernacular houses preserved on Hong Kong Island. Graded by the Antiquities Advisory

Board, the Old House has been undergoing renovation since 1995.

Made mainly of grey brick and granite, the Old House is a one-hall-one-courtyard building. A
well-to-do village house, the Old House is decorated with murals, eaves board and plastered
reliefs. Other features include flat ridges with kuilong ends, plastered reliefs of grass dragons on
the gable walls and frog-shaped water spouts.

There is a feng shui screen wall in front of the main entrance of the Old House. Horizontal railed
shutter is installed in the entrance. There are stone mortars on the floors of the main entrance
and the central hall. The closed doors could be strengthened for resisting the invasion of bandits
by connecting the timber rods to the mortars on floor and the mortises of doors. The security of
the Old House was also reinforced by the rails installed on the light well of the courtyard.

There is a grand and fine decorated altar in the central hall. Side rooms with respective cocklofts
are located at the two sides of the central hall. A stone mortar for polishing rice is still preserved
on the floor of the right side room. A kitchen with stove and washroom is at the right of the
courtyard. The left side room is the living room and there is a flat roof on the dining room for
serving as a balcony.
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The plastered reliefs of kuilong at the ends of the ridge
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The perspective drawing of the house

g B0 S 2 A 2

The plastered reliefs of auspicious animals and coins
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The feng shui screen wall
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A pair of frog-shaped water spouts
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