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Tal Fu Talr Mansie

Located in Wing Ping Tsuen, San
Tin, Yuen Long, Tai Fu Tal
Mansion is believed to have been
built by Man Chung-luen in the
fourth year of Tongzhi reign
(1865) of the Qing dynasty.
According to the genealogy of
the clan, the Mans can trace
their ancestral roots back to

Sichuan, from where they
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- — A7 BB e A Guangdong during the Southern
_ Song dynasty (1127-1279)
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EIR R AR KRR I £ Kuprs  RELSABAY before beginning to settle in San
27 (A o ~ Tin from the 15th century
R EE |
Portrait of Man Chung Luer onwards. One of its most
YEEZAEVEK _+—1 prominent members was Man
\ 00 = A4 A 4m S L wo  1in-shul, believed to be a cousin of the celebrated
B IAERMETE > MBESHE @ K | . .
L / T patriot Man Tin-cheung (Wen Tianxiang), a famous
FHZESE > PRIEMSBEHAETHIKX general in late Southern Song dynasty (1127-1279).

Man Chung-luen, the 21st generation of the Man
clan, was not only a successtul merchant, but also a
renowned philanthropist, and he was awarded the
title of Dafu (or Tal Fu, meaning high official) by the
Qing emperor in recognition of his generosity and
charitable works.
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Facade of the Tai Fu Tai Mansion
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Architectural Eeatuiies

j(%gg/&:glﬁf_’i 14 Btbﬁ'*&)ﬁ%i:% '/\]=§ A fine example of a traphhona\ Chmesg dvve\lhng of
L the scholar-gentry class in southern China, Tal Fu Tal

Mansion i1s one of the most elegant buildings In
Hong Kong.

ik 5 S A N e R T T YR B SR s R B o [F Tai Fu Tai Mansion is distinguished by its solemn
granite-block base, green-brick walls and ceramic

\ES ~7 , \EE_ +| [ | | | |

THE A1 e 1R 5 B 2 NS VA figurines and polychrome mouldings that embellish

F A REFER o L1 EE A I5 A the niches. Above the recessed and granite-framed

e 1B 2 B R ||| 5 S ST | BEEE L entrance is a red wooden board carved with the
W 2= Ae BB N1 = == NoER ©

characters “Tai Fu Tai” (“the residence of the dafu”)
in gold. The boat-shaped main ridge above the
entrance hall Is also decorated with polychrome
mouldings and exquisite  ceramic  figurines
manufactured at the tamous Wenrubi kiln at Shiwan
"RRE  WHRETEE in Foshan of Guangdong province.

A red wooden board with golden characters “Tai Fu Tai”

EEGILEEXNEZHUNANGE

Ceramic figurines manufactured at the Wenrubi kiln in Shiwan of Foshan, Guangdong
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HAFEE Along the compound’s central axis lies an entrance
hall, a courtyard and a main hall, with side rooms
and bedrooms on either side. In contrast to

f ’ ﬂjf?,xzfé,ﬁ E&i—:fﬁ?_ﬂ o $£  conventional Chinese compound designs, the side

S B LA TLEN NG By rooms are su.rprising\y a§ymmetrical, prolbab\y the
_ PR B result of a slight alteration carried out in a later
IK}:M R BB 1; ] o= ,JJ;ﬁ ° period. Attached to the east of the building are a

parlour and an internal courtyard, and to the west,
separated by a corridor, are a kitchen, a side
chamber and lavatory.

AREBHFHE LEIHEE

Floor plan and cross section of Tai Fu Tai Mansion

B FIT
Lavatory
’TE/% _:/75? 715% r/7:%
Parlour Bedroom § Main Hall Bedroom
=
Side
|z =
S = = = = 2
Enclosed Side Courtvard Side Courtvard -
Courtyard Room y Room y
r .. 1
A B=
Entrance Hall
s i = i = 5] =
Side Room Q§Side Room Side Room Kitchen

!

A
1




o5

Architectural Eeatuiies
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FEAEMBIERE @ S 5EEEFHN187H Beneath the eaves of the main hall are two honorific

iy i 578 62 2 A boards bestowed on the parents and grandparents ot
—< Man Chung-luen by the Qing emperor Guangxu in
¥ o EMIRHE 1875 Engraved with  Chinese and Manchu
¥ 7 1 22 characters, they are the only known examples ot

]
_J,_A \ their kind in Hong Kong. Between these two
-éafz ) —:’—”ﬁ7¢:'}§ﬁTE::§:kg ¢ . .

= A= /HEFIR= honorific boards Is a wooden title tablet presented by
' RBEWOEIEES 4 Wen Zhuoxun, a Qing official, to honour the master
of the house, a practice common in imperial China.
o | Portraits of Man Chung-luen, his wife and other
INENER members of his family can be seen hanging on the
back wall of the main hall.

=g
Honorific board bestowed on the
parents of Man Chung Luen
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Interior view of main hall
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Traditional Chinese murals

The whole building is elegantly decorated with fine
monochrome and polychrome plaster mouldings,
wood carvings and murals incorporating auspicious
Chinese themes and images. Common Chinese
motifs from the worlds of botany, zoology and
ornithology feature strongly, including plum
blossoms, orchids, chrysanthemums, bamboo, deer,
bats and unicorns. In addition, the painted glass
panes and the baroque flower and leaty plaster
mouldings above the arched doorways are examples
of decorative features that reflect the influence of
Western culture on architecture ot the period.
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Wood carvings blending with Western motifs and auspicious Chinese symbols
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Painted glass panes and plaster mouldings
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Water spout in the shape of a dragon fish
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Restoration work on
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With the co-operation and assistance of the
managers of the Man Wah Cheung Tong, the
bullding was declared as a monument on
1987. Funded by a generous donation of HK$2.5
million from the Hong Kong Jockey Club, restoration
work was conducted by the craftmen of a local
contractor under the supervision of the Architectural
Services Department and the Antiquities and
Monuments Office.
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Laying of roof titles
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Restoration VWork
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Re-painting of carved wooden panel
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= A A R A wooden panel is restored by a crattsman.
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Carved wooden panels after restoration
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Restoration VWork
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T TREF] 988&1 1BIBR5RE - 2578 The restoration work was completed in November
_ 1988. The project was awarded the President’s Prize

by the Hong Kong Institute of Architects in 1989.

A rehabilitation ceremony officiated by the former
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Hong Kong governor Sir David Wilson and his wife
Lady Wilson was held on 19 November 1988 to mark
ject, and this elegant house

IC ever since.

A rehabilitation ceremony was held in 1988

Tour of Tai Fu Tai Mansion after the rehabilitation ceremony
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Restoration Wolk
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Facade before restoration

e alh g A Facade after restoration
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Interior view of the building before restoration

BRRAINIR

Interior view of the buildings after restoration
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