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Non-technical Summary

The Final EIA Report (ENSR 2008), prepared for the proposed MTRC We$and Line
project under Agreement No. NEX/1023, identified that the MTR rail network would
pass through some areas with the potential to produce archaeological remains
associated with the 19- and early 20"-century development of Hong Kong Island or
earlier activity along the pre-reclamation coastline. Nine works sites, namely Areas-C
Forbes street, Kennedy Town, H4 E A " A | -Pok BuQ&nCRoad Xflyover),-Hill Road
(flyover), J1- which was cancelled during design stagand thus removed from the AWB
programme, J2 Whitty Street Public Toilet, J3 HKU entrance, M KGV Memorial Park
and M2- western end of Centre Streetwere identified as having some potential for
archaeological deposits.

An Archaeological Watching BriefProgramme was conducted during the construction
phase of the project and this report presents the results of the AWB programme. MTRC
commissioned Archaeological Assessments Ltd. to undertake the Watching Brief. The
AWB programme was undertaken betweemNovember 19, 2009 and July 4 2012.

The results of the AWB showed that the degree of disturbance had obliterated any
potential deposits at SitesC, J and M2the sterile natural stratigraphy showed no
archaeology was present at SiteBl, |, J2 and3] and finally some of the wall foundations
of the Maternity Hospital (Site M)built at the end of the 19" century were still present
and were recorded as part of the programme.
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G H, C )

, ( ) J J1( ) J2
J3 M M2

2009 11 19 2012 7 4

G J M2
H,1,J2 J3 M



1. Introduction

The Final EIA Report (ENSR 2008), prepared for the project under Agreement No.
NEX/1023, identified that the proposed West Island Line of the MTR rail network would
pass through some areas with the potential to produce archaeological remains
associated with the 19- and early 20"-century development of Hong Kong Island or
earlier activity along the pre-reclamation coastline. Nine works sites, namely Areas C, H,
I, JJ1, J2, J3, M and M2 (see FigureAll), were thus identified and all will need to be
covered by archaeological watching brief during the construction phase of the project.
Supporting illustrations for Sections 1, 2 and 3 can be found in Section Bppendix A.

2. Aims of the Archaeological Watching Brief

Nine sites were identified to have moderate to very low archaeological potential to
provide information on early colonial Hong Kong or are worksareas located on the
original seashore or potential undsturbed areas. Desktop research identified the
following individual potential for each site:

Moderate archaeological potential

A Area Jis located on a lower hill slope around 100150m south of the original
coastline. The site was formerly occupied by Shek Tong Tsui Market, first
constructed in 1875 (Cheng 2000), but a market is recorded on the site in maps
well into the 20t century;

A Area M lower hill slope position, roughly 100m south of the original coastline.
The area includesan area developed in the 19 century by the Government as
hospital grounds and for hospital facilities includingthe former Smallpox Ward
(mapped in 1899) and amaternity hospital;

Low archaeological potential

A Area Clies close to the original coastline;

A Area His situated at an ancientprominent location, around 50m from the sea
with wide views along the coast;

A Area Jlis situated on a lower hill slopelocation, around 100-150m south of the
original coastline. Area J1 was deleted from the design at construction stage and
thus no Archaeological Watching Brief was conducted in this area;

A Area M2is located a lower hill slope area some 100m back from the iginal
coastline;

Very low archaeological potential
A Area lis located ona lower hill slope some 150m south of the original coastline;
A Area J2lies on a lower hill slope location, around 100150m south of the original
coastline;
A Area J3is located on aquite steep hillside some 300m inland of the original
coastline.

The aim of the Watching Brief was to verify the potential and record any possible
archaeological information.



3. Historical, archaeological, geological and topographical background of th e
site

3.1  Historical Background

The project Study Area stretches from Mount Davis in the west, on through Kennedy
Town and east as far as Sai Ying Pun, thus including parts of the historic core of the early
colony, but also crossing areas of the earliepre-reclamation coastal strip with the
potential for earlier historic and prehistoric remains .

a. Reclamation
When the British arrived in 1841, the northern shore of Hong Kong Island within the
Study Area consisted of a narrow coastal strip hemmed iby mountains. The future
development and prosperity of the area was therefore similarly restricted unless more
space could be provided through coastal reclamation. As the sections below will explore,
the early development of the districts affected by thigroject was closely linked to a
succession of coastal reclamations, which are clearly recorded in the geological map
(see Figure 11A2). The earliest reclamations date to the 1860s, but the process
continued in the area into the mid20th century (Strange 1986). The use of the term
Ol OECET Al AT AOOI ET A6 ET OEA A 111 xET C OAAOQE]
before reclamation.

b. Kennedy Town

Kennedy Town was named after Sir Arthur Kennedy, who was Governor of Hong Kong

from 1872 to 1877 (Rodwdl 1992). The area was originally known as West Bay or
20AAEOE " AU j £ZOI i OEA 11T AAl ETEAAEOAT 0086 OOA
The growth of Kennedy Town was closely linked to reclamations and the area developed

as a Chinese commercial and residéal area during the 1870s and 1880s (HK Museum

of History 1994). The old main street in Kennedy Town was Belcher Street, which was
constructed between 1871 and 1890. Other streets in Kennedy Town also dating to this

period include Chater Street (currentlyCatchick Street), Cadogan Street and Davis Street

(Cheng 2000). The photograph in Figure 1A.3 was taken in 1910 and shows what was

then Chater Street with the Kennedy Town abattoir on the left.

c. Shek Tong Tsui
This area was originally a granite quarryused by Hakka stonecutters who, prior to 1841,
were based in Kowloon. Development in the area was much slower than in neighbouring
3AE 9EI ¢ 00T h AOO 10AAT 60 21T AA 7A00 xAO ATT (
Road between 1871 and 1890 (Cheng 2000 market was constructed at the junction
of Hill Road and South Lane in 1875 (see photograph dating to 1910 in Figure A%
and map of 1889 in Figure 11A5) and the site continued in use as a market until the
late 20 century (Empson 1992; Cheng 2000)in the first part of the 20" century, Shek
Tong Tsui gained notoriety as a red light district but declined after the prohibition of
prostitution in 1935 (HK Museum of History 1994). Shek Tong Tsui Gas Works were
located to the north of J2 and J3 areas;dhGas Works exploded i1934. The explosion
killed 41 people but the fire was contained and did not affect surrounding area and
remained localized. The victims of the fire were thought to be local resident$he fire
did not spread beyond the gasworksaccording to accountsand thus would not have
affected areas J2 and J3 (NebB610).



d. SaiYing Pun
Sai Ying Pun was a sparsely settled area at the time of the British arrival, but developed
quickly thereafter. A coastal path, which predated the British arrival in 1841, was
AOGAT OOCAT T U xEAAT AA AT A EI POl OAA OI AAATIT A 10

The early British occupation of the area comprised a mixture of military and mercantile

interests. It is recorded that a threegun battery was located just west o& stream (now

followed by Water Street) at West Point and barracks were constructed all the way up

the hillside to what is now Bonham Road (Smith 1995). The government began the

division of Sai Ying Pun into lots, with the first land sale reserved for thgovernment, as

early as 1842. It is likely that the government wished to be able to call upon the reserved

lots for additional Naval Stores, if and when they might be required. In 1879,
Government Civil Hospital consisting of four blocks, built on the itgictions of Dr Ayers,

xAO TPATAA 11 OEA EEI1T Ol OEA OAAO 1T &£ 10AATG

e. KGV Memorial Park
KGV Park was originally planned in 1936, the year of the death of King George V, but it
was not officially opened in 1954. A map from 1856 shows the area nowontaining the
park as part of a Chinese Cemetery-{gure 11.A6). In the latter part of the 19h century
the government established a number of medical facilities in the area, including the Lock
Hospital, the European Lunatic Asylum, the Chinese LunaticsylJum and the
Government Civil Hospital.

The area now occupied by the King George V Park was formerly used as a recreation

ground for the convalescing patients of the hospital as well as for other hospital facilities,

ET Al OAET ¢ A 3 Ob Amdth bfWhidh Ard teferéedto in thé® Refdit of the

#1T 1 TTEAT 300CATT A O pyyw ET ThesGobtiutbAddén Al O /
iron railing instead of the temporary bamboo fence along the High Street Frontage of the
grounds adjoining the SUBOET OAT AAT 060 ET OOA AT A OOGAA AO
convalescent patients 8

AEA puyvw T AD Al 0T OEI xO OEA DPOAOGATAA T &£ A O3
(Figure 11.A7). In November 1887 a small pox epidemic broke out in Hong Kong and
the existing facilities were not able to cope with the number of cases. The situation is
explained in a report from the Sanitary Board from that year as follows;

On the early part of December when it became evident to the civil medical staff that the
diseasewas taking an epidemic form and that the permanent hospital with 8 beds at West
Point would not suffice for the number of cases that would probably be sent there for
treatment, a matshed with provision for 16 patients was erected within the Small pox
hosptal grounds. In a few days this building was full, and as the ground allotted for small
pox wards would not allow the addition of any more wings, a part of the civil hospital
recreation ground was enclosed to admit of the erection of two matsheds with iappks

for 50 and 25 patients respectively8

The temporary small pox buildings at the civil hospital continued to be in use, but as
well, a ship, The Hygeia was converted into a hospital hulk for the treatment of small
pox cases and other infectious diseases. This is documented in the Reports of the
Colonial Surgeon for the years 1890, 1891 and 1892.



4EA #1117 1TEAI 300CAITT 60 2 Apiowbinfdrmaiopapahe D OT OF
background of the small pox buildings at the Civil Hospital and also recommendations
for the future as can be seen in the following excerpts;

1 OA matshed was built on the site of the Garden of the present Hospital and later a
wooden hut with two small wards and one large one was built and still remains,
but as the building is very old and has partially been destroyed by fire, a permanent
building has been sanctioned and will, let us hope, be finished before a year is out as
an iolated ward with smaller wards for private patients, is much needed for
infectious cases attached to the Government Civil Hospital. At present most cases of
small pox are treated on board the Hospital Hulk Hygéia

 Ghe small pox buildings were considerablpjured by the typhoon of last
September and also by the ravages caused by white ants. | am of the opinion that
the time has now arrived for the removal of these temporary buildings and the
erection in their stead of a permanent building which could balised as a small
pox hospital during that season of the year when it is impractical to use the Hygeia;
or as an isolation hospital for the observation and treatment of certain classes of
infectious diseases which up to the present have had to be treatedthe
Government Civil Hospitél 6

In 1894, a Bubonic Plague epidemic broke out in Hong Kong and not surprisingly the

vast majority of time and resources of the medical officers in Hong Kong was devoted to

dealing with this situation. The reports for the yars 1894 through 1896 do not provide

details of building construction at the Civil Hospital. However, the Report of the

0OET AEDPAI #EOEI - AAEAAI A muamediddOmprdieraent paswy OC
effected by the opening of the Maternity Hospital igh has been erected on the site of the

ITA OAI BI OAOU O Déhdllsl of tRel bdildiny @ré higo Encl@i€ucas follows;

O4EEO AOEI AET ¢ EAO AAAT AOAAOAA 11 OEA EIT ODBE
the Temporary Small pox Hospital, dnconsists of a one storey building, containing two

general wards with four beds in each, and two private wards containing two beds each,

thus supplying accommodation for twelve lyidg cases. There is also a nuréesom, four

bathrooms and the necessatyO O T £FZEAAON EO EO OO001 01 AAA Al

It is quite likely that this refers to the building shown on the 19301945 map (Figure

11.A8q AT A OAZEAOOAA O1 AO O, UETC )1 (1 OPEOAI 6
Small Pox Ward seen on the 1889 map iRigure 11.A7. The government civil hospital

ceased operation in 1937 with the opening of the Queen Mary Hospital.

3.2  Archaeologial Background

There are no known sites of archaeological interest and there have been no previous
archaeological investigations conducted within the project Study Area. The
archaeological interest in the Study Area therefore relates to the possible renmai of
structures associated with the early development of the British colony and/or any
earlier remains connected with prehistoric to Qing Dynasty activity along the original

8



coastline. The sites of two historical structures fall within proposed developmerareas,
namely: Shek Tong Tsui Market in Site J (see Figure A5) and structures associated
with the Government Civil Hospital in Site M (seEigure 11A.7 and Figure 11.A8).

3.3

Geological and topographical Background

The table below should baead in conjunction with the geological map in Figure 1LA2
and indicates the level of recorded existing impacts to the worksareas (areas shown in
Figures 11A7-11.A11).

Works Geology and Topography Existing Impacts
Site

C Situated on solid geologyn the form of Site is currently occupied by a playground, roads
coarse ash crystal tuff and beside an area| and modern buildings. Although there will have
of Quaternary debris flow deposits. In been some disturbance caused by the
terms of the prereclamation topography | construction of these latter elements to any
of the area, the site is situated close to the| buried archaeological resources present, there is
original shoreline. no evidence of extensive utility provisions in the

area.

H Located atthe east®1 AT A 1 A | Siteis currently occupied by an access road
on a former coastal promontory with solid || AAAET ¢ ET O 4EA " Al AE
geology comprising a mixture of coarse development and there will have been some
ash tuff and sandstone. Landform now impacts to any archaeological resources in the
completely masked by reclamations, but | area from the associated construction
would originally have been a prominent groundworks. The level of impact from modern
location, around 50m from the sea wh utilities in the area is at present unknown.
wide views along the coast.

I Site runs across a lower hill slope some Site is currently occupied by the junction of an
150m south of the original coastline, and | elevated minor road with Pok Fu Lam Road and
the underlying geology consists of medium there will have been some impacts to any buried
grained granite and Quaternary debris archaeological remains present from associated
flow deposits. construction groundworks as well as utility

provision to the area.

J On Quaternary debris flow deposits ina | The site was formerly occupied by Shek Tong Tsu
lower hill slope location, around 100 Market, first constructed in 1875 (Cheng 2000),
150m south of the original coastline but a market is recorded on tle site in maps well

into the 20t century.
The Site was until recently occupied by the Hill
Road Rest Garden and part of the carriageway
and footpaths of Hill Road. The construction and
maintenance of the road and structural elements
of the Garden, as welas utility provision to the
area, will have caused some disturbance to any
buried archaeological resources in the site.
J1 Cancelled from the construction design
J2 On Quaternary debris flow deposits ina | Site is located between Clarence Road and
lower hill slope location, around 106 10AAT 860 21 AA 7A00 AT A
150m south of the original coastline area with a public toilet (to be demolished),
which appears to have been terraced into a cut
slope. There will have been some disturbande
any archaeological resources present caused by
construction groundworks and utility provision.
J3 Site is positioned on a quite steep hillside | Site adjoins Pok Fu Lam Road on its south side

some 300m inland of the original coastline
in an area of medium grained granite and

Quaternary debris flow deposits.

and is currently a vehicular access to the
University of Hong Kong. There will have been
some disturbance to any buried archaeological

9



resources present caused by construction
groundworks for the road and utility provision to
the area.

Site is in a lower hill slope position,
roughly 100m south of the original
coastline, and on medium grained granite
and Quaternary debris flow deposits.

The area includes the site of the former Smallpox
Ward (mapped in 1899) of the Public Hospital
(opened in 1874)or a little later a maternity
hospital (1897).

Site is more recently located within the bounds of
the KGV Memorial Park in an area presently used
as a garden and basketball court. There will have
been some disturbance to any buried
archaeological remains present during
construction groundworks for the park and in
relation to utility provision to the area.

M2

Site is located in a lower hill slope area
some 100m back from the original
coastline in anarea of Quaternary debris
flow deposits which, in the northern half
of the site, appear to have been overlain

Site is located on the western side of Centre
Street and is presently an opemsitting-out area.
Any buried archaeological resources in the area
would have been impacted upon by past
development groundworks in the area, although

with artificial fill when the area was
levelled-up for development.

the level of utility provision to the site is
unknown.

4. Methodology

4.1  Introduction

Archaeological Watching Brief is a form of mitigation which is required when
engineering works impact on areas that have been assessed as having some degree of
archaeological potential and where conventional testing methods are deemed
insufficient. The range of archaeogical resources that require monitoring includes
both historical and prehistoric material and features.

The Watching Brief process entails the observation of the engineering works by
gualified archaeologists in order to identify any archaeological mateésl or features
revealed during the excavation phase of the works schedule. Upon identification of such
material or features the archaeologists will require immediate access to the excavation
area for recording of the material/featuresin situ, artefact/ecofacts retrieval and sample
collection.

A Watching Brief serves two basic purposes: firstly, that the archaeological resources are
adequately recorded and recovered and secondly, that appropriate measures are taken
on site to create a minimum of delaysa the engineering schedule.

4.2  Watching Brief Personnel and Licence Requirements

Watching Brief was undertaken by qualified archaeologists, Mick Atha and Julie Van Den
Bergh who applied for licences under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance (Cap.
53) from the Antiquity Authority before the commencement of archaeological fieldwork.

Licences no. 292 and 308obtained on November 19, 2009nd October 4, 2010were
held by Dr. Atha and.icence no.323 granted on October 26, 201dy Ms. Van Den Bergh.

Eachlicence is valid for a period of 12 months and, given thaulti year duration of this
10



project, it was necessary to renew the licence. In order to facilitate such licence renewal,
the archaeologist provided as part of the licence renewal application an ietim report.
Two reports summarising the works conducted and findings madevere submitted to
the AMQ

All staff employed by the archaeologist were suitably qualified and experienced for their
roles.
4.3  Site Clearance Works

The process of archaeological watching brief in each area commenced when demolition
and clearance of all current surface obstructions had been completed. The
was reached b ensure that the archaeologist can make an initial inspection of the
cleared site.The site clearance works were monitored during the initial site visits to
each area. Photographs, video and descriptions of these visits and subsequent visits
during excawations works form part of the archives.

4.4  Watching Brief Monitoring Frequencies

The monitoring frequency proposed for the nine works sites was based on an
assessment of their archaeological potential in terms of topography and geology, known

archaeological resources, site history, and likely degree of previous impacts. By
assessing tlese criteria, three levels of archaeological potential were identified:

1 Very Low: required only occasional monitoring after the initial site visitz a
minimum of one half day monitoring visit per two weeks of groundworks in
layers with archaeological pdential z equivalent to a 5% monitoring sample

1 Low: required regular monitoring after the initial site visit z a minimum of one
half day monitoring visit per week of groundworks in layers with archaeological
potential z equivalent to a 10% monitoring sampé

1 Moderate: required frequent monitoring after the initial site visit z a minimum
of two half day monitoring visits per week of groundworks in layers with
archaeological potentialz equivalent to a 20% monitoring sample

The archaeological potential, monibring frequency/samples, dates sites were
monitored are summarised in the following table; the sites are presented ranking very
low, low and moderate archaeological potential:

0,

Works Sites | Archaeological Monitoring Monitﬁrin Type of Works Dates of
monitored Potential Frequency Sample 9 Monitored AWB visits
17.05.2010;
I very Low \%i;(ito.serd;y 50 Site preparation; 02.07.2010;
y weelfs ° Two shaft excavations | 10.01.2011;

11.01.2011
Utility uncovering; 21.02.2011;
J2 1.X. 0.5 day removal of artificial 07.06.2011;
Very Low visit per 2 5% ramp; 09.03.2012"
weeks shaft excavation 12.03.2012;

11



Works Sites
monitored

Archaeological
Potential

Monitoring
Frequency

%
Monitorin g
Sample

Type of Works
Monitored

Dates of
AWB visits

20.03.2012;
28.03.2012;
10.05.2012

J3

Very Low

1x 0.5 day
visit per 2
weeks

5%

Utility uncovering;
drain diversion;
Shaft excavation

14.07.2010;
14.09.2010;
10.01.2011;
04.03.2011,
24.03.2011;
29.03.2011;
11.04.2011,
12.04.2011,
21.04.2011,
24.04.2011,
01.06.2011,
19.05.2011;
20.05.2011;
23.05.2011;
25.05.2011;
27.05.2011

Low

1x 0.5 day
visit per week

10%

Site preparation;
removal of playground;
excavation of the
station box

27.10.2010;
02.11.2010;
08.11.2010;
11.11.2010;
15.11.2010;
16.12.2010

Low

1x 0.5 day
visit per week

10%

Utility diversion;

rockhead drilling;

trench excavation
(more utility diversion)

14.06.2010;
02.07.2010;
14.09.2010;
02.11.2010;
15.12.2010;
16.12.2010

M2

Low

1x 0.5 day
visit per week

10%

Utility diversion; site
formation; excavation
for transformer room

12.04.2010;
14.04.2010;
23.04.2010

J1

The area had been deemed to have low archaeological potential; duedi&sign change the
worksarea has been cancelled and no work impacts are now expected at this location

Moderate

2 x 0.5 day
visits per week

20%

Site formation; shaft
excavation

11.02.2010;
14.04.2010;
22.04.2010;
23.04.2010;
04.05.2010;
02.07.2010

Moderate

2 x 0.5 day
visits per week

20%

Ground works at the
spoil basin; shaft and
noise enclosure

11.02.2010;
18.02.2010;
22.02.2010;
23.02.2010;
27.02.2010;
03.03.2010;
08.03.2010;
12.03.2010;
13.02.2010;
17.03.2010;
19.03.2010;
09.04.2010;

12



Works Sites
monitored

Archaeological
Potential

Monitoring
Frequency

Monitorin g

0,
/o Dates of

AWB visits

Type of Works

Monitored
Sample

19.04.2010;
26-
30.04.10;
3.06.2010;
10.06.2010

4.5

Monitoring and retrieval methodology

The AWB used the table shown below as guideline to respond to various categories of
archaeological material and features that are most likely to occur in local contexts.

Categories of Archaeological Materials

Retrieval Procedures

1. Human Burial
Skeletal remains

Full Recording & Recovery of Human Remains &
Associated Artefacts & Ecofacts

Structural/architectural remains
Undisturbed contexts, e.g. hearth, midden
habitation area, assemblages of artefés and/or
environmental material

Iltems associated with human burial, i.e. grav¢ A Complete recording by photography, drawing,
goods written description
A Full measurement of burial and surrounding
matrix
A Retrieval of human remains and associate
artefacts & ecofacts
A Retrieval of surrounding soil for further analysis
2. Intact Features Full Recording of Archaeological Features &

Recovery of Artefacts/Ecofacts

A Recording and measurement of salient feature
by photography, drawing and written description

A Retrieval of artefacts & ecofacts

A Retrieval of samplesfrom the surrounding matrix

3. Intact Artefacts
Complete objects, e.g. pottery, metal objects, stor
and bone tools. The objects are complete b
isolated and are not part of assemblage of feature|

Recovery of Artefacts & Record of Matrix

A Retrieval ofobjects

A Recording by
photography

A Sampling of surrounding matrix

written  description  and

4. Isolated & Fragmentary Material

Pottery sherds, norhuman bone, other artefact
fragments (e.g. metal, tile, glass). There are r
complete objects, the material isisolated and
fragmentary in nature

Recovery of Archaeological Material & Recording

as Appropriate
A Retrieval of fragmentary artefacts & ecofacts
A Recording by written  description and

photography, as appropriate
A Sampling of surrounding matrix

5. Deposits with Archaeological Potential

-Soil deposits which exhibit characteristics
associated with archaeological remains in Hong
Kong

Sampling of Deposit

-Recording of soils by photography and written
description

-Collection of soil samples from depositdisplaying
archaeological potential

The AWB structural remains and isolated pottery fragments findings at Site M fall within
category 2 and 4 finds, respectively; in line with the methodology the findings were
photographed, drawn and described (se&ection 12, Appendix A).

4.6 Recording forms for Watching Brief

Standardised forms as well as additional written, graphic, electronic and photographic
records as appropriate were compiled for each AWB visit and any archaeological

13



material identified during the Watching Brief. These will be part of the archives handed
over to AMO at the end of the project.

5. Result s

The report includes a summary of the results recorded during the Archaeological
Watching Brief programme.

Overall it can be stated that for the majority of the sites the results indicate that there
was no longer any potential for archaeology due to major disturbance or that there
never had been any archaeological deposits. For Site M however, where colonial
structural remains were recorded a summary of the result is presented in this section
and further details of the structural remains are presented in Section 12, Appendix 12.A.

The supporting illustrations for this section, such as figures and plates caredound in
Section 11, Appendix 11.A and 11.B.

5.1  Works Site C, Forbes Street Kennedy Town

The works area is situated on solid geology in the form of coarse ash crystal tuff and
beside an area of Quaternary debris flow deposits. In terms of the preclamation
topography of the area, the site is situated close to the original shoreline. Site is
currently occupied by a playground, roads and modern buildings.

Although there will have been some disturbance caused by the construction of these
latter elements to any buried archaeological resources present, there is no recorded
evidence of extensivautility provisions in the area. The site however, was once occupied
by the (sheep and pig)yard and near buildings of aslaughterhouse(Figure 11.A.3)(also
marked on the 1889, 1936 and 1964 maps; Figure 11.B.1, 11.B.2 and 11)B.3

Based on the probable ACOAA 1T &£ AEOOOOAAT AAh OEA OE

AT AGOI ET Ah AT A OEA AOAAGO EE @WIiachddologiodt A
potential.

The findings of the AWB however, show that there is a deep sequence of clean €DG
across the site ovdain by a relative thin layer of modern concrete pavement and fill
(Plates 11.B.1) There was no evidence for structural remains or foundations of the
slaughterhouse or any other occupation of the space prior to the playgroundvhich
suggests the area wa cleared prior to the construction of the Forbes Street temporary
playground.

The only structural feature is the retaining wall located to the south of the site and
which is partially preserved (Plate 11.B.3) in the Southwest corner of the site. The wall
is constructed with cut granite blocks set into a concrete/mortar backing (Plate 11.B.2)
and capped off on the top with a carefully bevelled granite cap stone (Plate 11.B.4).

1 CDG stands focompletely decomposed granite

14

OA
OE

A
o



52 71 OEO 3EOA (h 4EA "Al AEAOGO

4EA OEOA EO 11 AAOCAA AO OEA AAOOAOT AT A 1T &
with solid geology comprising a mixture of coarse ash tuff and sandstone. Landform is

now completely masked by reclamations, but would originally have been a prominent

location, around 50m from the sea with wide views along the coast.

SEOA EO AOOOAT OI U T AAOPEAA Au Al AAAAOGO oI
development and there will have been some impacts to any archaeological resources in

the area from the asociated construction groundworks. The level of impact from

modern utilities in the area was unknown at deskbased review stage.

"AOAA 11 OEA DOl AAAIT A AACOAA 1T &£ AEOOOOAATA
AT AOGOI ET Ah AT A OE A wah Odhsidéréd tocHavGIGn aicbideolo@idalA O E O A
potential.

The AWB results indicate that the site was originally part of a rocky shore with boulders,

possibly at the back of a beaclfPlates 11.B.5) There was no evidence of human
occupation or modification to the rocks and surrounding area. The rocks were covered

by a thin layer of fill and the modern street and pavement. There was no evidence of any
prehistoric or colonial artefactual material or deposit; in fact the modern strata

occurred close to the rockhad and boulders (Plate 11.B.6).

5.3  Works Site I, Pok Fu Lam Road

Site | runs across a lower hill slope some 150m south of the original coastline, and the
underlying geology consists of medium grained granite and Quaternary debris flow

deposits. Site iscurrently occupied by the junction of an elevated minor road with Pok

Fu Lam Road and there will have been some impacts to any buried archaeological
remains present from associated construction groundworks as well as utility provision

to the area.

Basedéd OEA DOI AAAT A AACOAA T £ AEOOOOAAT AAnh OE
OEA AOAA8O EEOOI OUh O wdly lotvBréhBeolsgicd pofeitial OE A A OA A

The site initial inspection hinted the underlying stratum consisted of CDG. A series of
small test holes had also been excavated across the site and the only example that was
accessible and not full of water confirmed the presence of at least 2.5m of CGD
fill/colluvium beneath the modern concrete surfacing.

Shaft excavations both at the easterfPlates 11.B.711.B.8) and western end (Plates
11.B.9) of the site confirmed that a thin layer of artificial fill overlays CDG colluviums
under the modern surface.No archaeological materials were noted. Within the eastern
shaft more construction debris was noted than in the western shaft this is due to the
residential back which occupied the eastern part of the site prior to the construction of
the fly-over.

54 Works Site J, Hill Road

The works area is situated on Quaternary debris flow deposits in a lower hill slope
location, around 100150m south of the original coastline. Site was occupied by the Hill
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Road Rest Garden and part of the carriageway and footpathof Hill Road. The
construction and maintenance of the modern road and structural elements of the
Garden, as well as utility provision to the area, will have caused some disturbance to any
buried archaeological resources in the site.

The site was formely occupied by Shek Tong Tsui Market, first constructed in 1875

(Cheng 2000), but a market is recorded on the site in maps well into the 2@entury

(Figure 11.A.4)

"AOAA 11 OEA DOl AAAIT A AACOAA 1T £ AEOOOOAATA
coastET A AT A OEA AOAABO ET 1T x1 EEOOI Oficlebate OOACA
archaeological potential

Theinitial site inspection showed colluvium/CDG fill and localised areas of modern
rebar foundations on the surface (modern surface level at 8.5 ta1lm PD) (Plate
11.B.10). Extensive and deep disturbance from modern rebar foundations was observed
in the eastern half of the Phase 1 Works Area across the current works footprint and
such foundations clearly continued below 7m PDPlate 11.B.11) A largein situ boulder
was noted in the Northwest part of site, which had been encased in rebar concrete
foundations (Plate 11.B.12) Below the fill deposit CDG colluviumwas noted across the
works area. No evidence, either structural or artefactual, could bednd that might
relate to the first Shek Tong Tsui Market buildings or indeed anything else of a pre
modern date.

' 1 OET OCE OEA AT 1 OOAAOQTI 060 DBITO AiTii Ol EAAOE
archaeological team undoubtedly hindered the effective implemeation of the AWB
specification, the evidence on site nevertheless suggests that little or nothing of the
original Shek Tong Tsui Market survived later 20-century redevelopment of the site.
Extensive and deep disturbance from modern rebar foundations wagbserved across
the current works footprint and such foundations would have made a significant impact
on historical deposits. However, no historical materials or deposits were noted.

The extent of the area monitored at Site J is marked on Figure 14B.The remainder of
the site was deemed to have no archaeological potential following the results of the
western half.

5.5  Works Site J1
Cancelled from the design.
5.6  Works Site J2Whitty Street Public Toilet

The Site is located on Quaternary debriflow deposits in a lower hill slope location,

around 100-150m south of the original coastline. Site is situated between Clarence

21T AA AT A 10AAT80 21 AA 7A00 AT A AT T POEOGAOG A |
demolished), which appears to have beeterraced into a cut slope. There will have been

some disturbance to any archaeological resources present caused by construction
groundworks and utility provision. Based on the probable degree of disturbance, the
OEOAGO 11T AAQETT TAG QA EEEAATGRINA OEMAT Avea@Evd EACOAT
archaeological potential
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The initial site inspection showed that an artificial ramp was being constructed
following the slope of the existing hill to enable piling. A few shallow test pit
excavationshad been conducted along thevest of the site to locate existing utilities
(Plate 11.B.13) Despite the fact that these were excavated in the dry season the pits
showed water seepage suggesting the drainage of the area must have significantly
changed. Tl stratigraphy showed red and blue brick fragments along some ceramic
pipe fragments modern mixed with the old, butno material of archaeological interest
was noted(Plate 11.B.14)

The main excavation area turned out to be rather discrete and was locakd on the foot
slope and a small area of the flat. The stratigraphy showed a thick packet of recent fill
deposited as part of the ramp which covered a thin fill/topsoil layer and decomposed
debris flow with cobbles and rocks (Plate 11.B.15)Within the flat area, an additional
layer of artificial fill was noted which consisted of construction fill.No archaeological
material or deposits were noted.

5.7 Works Site J3HKU entrance

Site J3is positioned on a quite steep hillside some 300m inland of the myinal coastline

in an area of medium grained granite and Quaternary debris flow deposits. Site adjoins
Pok Fu Lam Road on its south side and is currently a vehicular access to the University
of Hong Kong. There will have been some disturbance to any bed archaeological
resources present caused by construction groundworks for the road and utility

DOl OEOEIT Oi OEA AOAA8 "AOAA 11 OEA bOi AAAIT A

A OOAADp EEI T OEAARh AT A OEA AOAAd&®venEBWOT OUA

archaeoloqgical potential

4 EA ET EOEAI OEOA OEOEO OEI xAA AAIT 66 EAI E

excavation was ongoing to uncover the existing utilitiegPlate 11.B.16) Initial view of
the stratigraphy suggested natural debrisflow deposits with disturbance around
utilities (semi-angular stones)(Plate 11.B.17).

Further archaeological monitoring showed the initial assessment was correct; the
stratigraphy consisted of sterile, well weathered with semirounded boulders (Plates
11.B.1811.B.19). No archaeological materials or deposits were recorded.

5.8 Works SiteM, KGV Memorial Park

Site M is in a lower hill slope position, roughly 100m south of the original coastline, and
on medium grained granite and Quaternary debris flow deposits. The site is located
within the bounds of the KGV Memorial Park in an area udeas a garden and basketball
court. Some disturbance to buried archaeological remains caused by the construction of
the park and by utility provision to the area was expected. The area includes the site of
the former Smallpox Ward (mapped in 1899)which was later replaced by apublic
maternity hospital (in 1897). Despite the probable degree of disturbance, a combination
i £/ OEA OEOAS8O DPOI @EIi EOU O OEA 1 OEGET AI
structures are considered to give the sitenoderate archaeological potential
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The initial site inspection was conducted during site formation and the surface showed
colluvium/CDG fill and modern surfacing. The AWB works and findings, narrated below,
are divided alongthree main work locations (Figure 11.B5):

A. Noise enclosure : near TB4, TB6, MTB1, CAP 3, CAP 5, CAP 8, TB7, and CAP 7 (W
TB8 and MTB3);

B. Shaft ring-beam; and

C. Soil basin ring-beam.

While very few artefacts were found, stone foundations and some brick walls related to
the maternity ward of the Public Hospital were recorded. Below is a brief description of
the finds and features recorded; the context numbers assigned to the various recorded
features and deposits appear in boldAppendix B contains details of each of the contexts
recorded, stratigraphical relationships of contexts drawings and sketches illustrating
the features and deposits recorded.Figure 11.B.5 shows the location of the features
described below.

A. Noise enclosure

In the Northeast corner of the noise enclosure monitoring indicated below modern
surface and a sequence @DG(coarse decomposing granitelill, a wall foundation of
granite blocks WF103] (Plate 11.B.20a and b).The foundation trench for the wall [L04]
cut into pre-existing CDG fill L05] and had an eastest orientation. Apart from three
undiagnosticred tile fragments (probably 20th-century in date) (Pate 11.B.2) within
the foundation cut no other dateable material was noticed. The continuation of wall
foundation [WF103] was noted in the Northwest corner of Site M (703) and it extended
for some 11m west of where it was first discovered. During removal of hardcore layer
[102], which sealed the wall foundation YWF103], a base sherddated late 19-century
to 20th-century provincial porcelain (Plate 11.B.29 was recovered.

In the northern end of the trench forTB4, the presence of deep rebar foundations was
noted (Plate 11.B.23). The latter foundations were associated with the basketball court
fencing and perimeter drains and extended south along the western side of the site and
were still present in the base of ezavation at formation level. The depth of disturbance
evidenced in TB4 suggested that there would be little chance of archaeological remains
surviving along the western edge of the site in TB4 and TB6.

In MTB1 a substantial and weltmade wall foundation WF106) was noted under the
west facing section othe trench. WF106 extended some 6.5m N5 and was 0.65m high
at the limit of excavation by 0.63m thick (Plates 11.B.24 and 11.B.25)ike all granite
wall foundations at Site M, WF106 was only partially exgsed in plan and almost
certainly did not survive to its original height. Neither finished ends nor abutments with
other wall foundations were visible in the contractor's foundation cuts- so WF106 can
be considered to be a substantial fragment of a longeand taller wall/foundation.
Moreover, only the mortar/gravel bedding trench and two courses of granite blocks
survived in vertical section and, as shown by the uneven and unfinished upper surface
of similar wall foundation WF103, which wasexposed nearby,one or more courses
must have been removed when the site was levelledgp for later development
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In CAP 3the wall foundation had been cut by a substantial-&V orientated modern drain,
but the remains of a further length ofwall were visible in the north facing section of the
trench (WF108).

Another N-S orientated wall foundation (WF110, Plate 11.B.26) was observed neaCAP
5 in association with a brick foundation BF111, Plate 11.B.27), which appeared to be in
alignment with WF106/108 (Figure 11.B5). Under the stone and brick foundations a
mortar gravel bedding foundation was recorded KG115). It is assumed that wall
fragments 106, 108 and 110 and its mortar/gravel bedding 115 are parts of the same
wall.

Remains of a brick structure BS117) were identified in the south-east corner of the site
near the junction of CAP 8 and TB7(Plate 11.B.28). On top of the bricks a couple a
granite blocks were recorded (18); the purpose of these two blocks or their
relationship to the brick structure is unknown (Plaes 11.B.28 and 11.B.29). The
remains are interpreted as a brick manhole; it is not clear however, if the structure is
contemporary with the other wall and brick foundations found at the site.

The groundworks for CAP_7 the western half of TB8 and MTB3 a well as the
completed foundation trench for_TB6 evidenced significant modern disturbance :
from drainage pipes in the case offB8 and CAP 7(Plate 11.B.30), and from rebar
foundations in the case offB6 and MTB3(Plate 11.B.31).

B. Shaft- Ring beam

Eastern side of shaft ring-beam groundworks in the site, three sets of structural
remains were noted: two EW orientated brick foundations, one red BF123, Plate
11.B.32) and one grey brick BF124, Plate 11.B.33, and an NS orientated granite wall

foundation (WF125, Plate 11.B.34) WF125 has a mortar/gravel bed (130) underneath

the granite blocks.

A further fragmentary wall foundation (WF134, Plates 11.B.35 and 11.B.36) was
identified in the Northeast quadrant of the shaft footprint. WF134 was constructed in a
manner similar to previous granite foundations on site, having a mortar/gravel hardcore
bed upon which the granite block foundation had then been built. The remains of
WF134 had an upper surface level of 37.98m PR approximately 0.15m below the
modern basketball court surface, whilst the base level of the foundation trench cut was
at 37.30m PD.

Some patches of possible mortar/gravel hardcore were noted in section at around 0.5m
below the modern surface, but no granite or brick foundations were observed.

The lower 1.5m or so of noted deposits 128 and 139) (Plate 11.B.37) consisted of
sterile decomposed granite of no archaeological interest. Above that level, the almost
total absence of artefactual remains associated with the heavily truncated wall
foundations suggests that, prior to the construction of KGV Memorial Park; the site had
been very thoroughly cleared of previous building remains and associated rubbish.

The construction methods of the structural remains noted within the shaft/ringbeam
are consiged with what was noted for the features within the noise enclosure; they are
thus considered contemporary and belonging to the hospital.
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C. Spoil basin - ring -beam

The remains of a granite wall foundatiorand a more recentbrick manhole [WF141 and
MH142, Plates 11.B.38 and 11.B.39] were first unearthed in thidorthwest corner  of
the spoil basin area. Two further lengths of granite wall foundation\WWF141, Plate
11.B.40] were uncoveredz one EW orientated foundation at the western edge of the
spoil basin and another 5mlong EW orientated example, which appeared to be the
continuation of the one found the previous dayAttached to its north face were the
remnants of a brick foundation 8F143, Plate 11.B.40), consisting of a single course of
four red bricks.

Also found was a small red brick foundation BF145], which was located in the
Southwest corner of the spoil basin area (Plate 11.B.41).

An EW oriented granite wall foundation [WF150] and part of the upper granite ashlar
courses WF151] (Plate 11.B.43 were recorded to the southwest ofWF141. The wall
had a corner to the south on its eastern extremity. The wall fragment here too had a
mortar/gravel bed [ MG153], consistent with the other wall of the hospital.

During the first AWB visit, aly the north facing elevation of the 5mlong wall
foundation [WF141] was visible in the southern edge of the ringpbeam trench, butit had
not yet been fully exposed.

During the next AWB visit, an examination of the spoil basin area revealed that granite
wall foundation WF141 had been largely removed without recording, despite clear

instructions to the contrary and in the full knowledge that the AMO had arranged a site
visit specifically to view the remains during the afternoon.

On further excavation, it was clear thaull granite blocks of the wall foundations had
been removed by the contractor and all that survived was the mortar/gravel levelling
foundations. The mortar/gravel-filled bedding trenches of four lengths of wall
foundation were thus identified: EW orientated [MG148 z under WF141], EW

orientated [MG159] z parallel with and south of [MG148], and NS orientated cross

walls [MG155 and MG157] z both of which were added later than the BW pair

[MG148 & MG159]. [MG155] also had on top the fragmentary remains o& red brick

foundation [BF154].

D. Interpretation and conclusion

In summary it can be stated that the structural remains (with exception oMH142)
encountered and described above are related to thidaternity Hospital. The granite and
brick foundations all present the same orientation namely eastvest or north-south. The
findings showed that the floor level of the ward had been removed along with the upper
structure. With the exception of the upper granite courses of contexXts1, no evidence
of upper structure was recorded within the worksareas.

A single pottery sherd found on top ofWF103 provides a late 1%- 20t century date
(Plate 11.B.22. No other dateable or hospital identifying attributes however were
established. Despite this, the constructiormethod of the wall foundations, namely U
shaped mortar and gravel layers under granite cut blocks or bricks were uniform in all
recorded walls; this suggests that they were built in a single phase or close in time. The
brick structures ranged from grey tored brick.
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5.9 Works Site M2 Western End of Centre Street

The site is situated on a lower hill slope area some 100m back from the original
coastline in an area of Quaternary debris flow deposits which, in the northern half of the

site, appear to have bee overlain with artificial fill when the area was levelledup for
development. The Site is located on western side of Centre Street and is presently an

open sitting-out area. Any buried archaeological resources in the area would have been
impacted upon by past development groundworks in the area, although the level of

utility provision to the site is unknown. Given the probably degree of disturbance, the
OEOAGO DPOI gEi EOU OF OEA 1T OECET AT AT AOOI ET A
low archaeolagical potential.

The initial inspection was conducted to assess the site condition prior to
commencement of the main phase of development groundworks. A series of small
utilities diversion test holes had been excavated around the periphery of the site and
these confirmed that the site contained a deep sequence of rubble fill under the modern
concrete surfacing(Plate 11.B.43) The presence of a rubble levelling deposit was also
confirmed in the northern half of the site, where the concrete had been brokenmnd
removed under the footprint of the planned transformer room.

The subsequent AWB works showed that the groundworks for the present development

did not extend deeper than the area previously disturbed by the construction of the

sitting out area (Plate 11.B.44) The site at formation level thus comprised the remains

I £#/ OEA OEOOEIT ¢ 100 AOAAGO Al 1l AdAwekn M OT AAO
archaeological findings were therefore made.

6. Conclusion

In general the AWB works have progressed in line with the approved specification and
no major archaeologicalfeatures or deposits were identified. The only archaeological
materials and deposits encountered occurred at Site M, wheremnants of old building
foundations, most likely belonging to the Maternity Hospital built at the end of the 19
century were recorded.

The success in implementing the archaeological watching brief programme in a timely

and efficient manner could only be achievedin the close collaboration of the Site

Engineer with AAL. Overall it can be stated that the Site Engineer facilitated access and

that AAL was mostly informed ahead of the excavation workslt was noted that the

efficiency of the line of communication depended on théndividual Site Engineer for

each worksarea. As a constructioqphase form of mitigation, AWB is inevitably tied into

OEA Ai 1 OOAAOI 080 DPOI COAI T An xEEIT A OEAOA xAO
the implementation occurred timely.

The results of theAWB showthat the degree ofstratigraphy disturbance recorded at

SitesC, J and M&ad obliterated any potentialarchaeologicaldeposits, while the sterile

natural stratigraphy recorded at SitesH, I, J2 and J3 indicated lack of archaeological

presence inthese areas. The AWB also showed that despite the builp heavily
AAOGAT T PAA 1TAOOOA T &£ (11 ¢Cc +11T¢Cc )OIl AT A8O 11«
structures remain.
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potential for archaeological findings on Hong Kong Island.

7. Recommendation

As the project consisted of a Watching Brief programme the potential for further
archaeological deposits and remains in the areas is nil. The programme however, did
indicate that archaeological features and material may remain within densely developed
urban areas such as north of Hong Kong Island.

No further archaeological works will be required within the worksareas as defined in
this report.
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11.  Supporting illustrations Appendix 11.A Figures for Sections 1,2 and 3

=

X

‘i\:l.w g ul/é;'?):?/’ /a ) 3 g = ‘l k’ln \\ —\
Sir B2 P ;; s \\\‘ 2 %5 :
3 =2} Lo

Figure 11.A1: Nine wofks sites requiring watching brief
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Figure 11.A2: Study Area geology with nine watching brief sites highlighted
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Kennedy Town

Figure 11.A3: View along Chater Street (no
of History 1994)

w Catchick Street) taken in 19%0wnith Kennedy Town abattoir on

left (Hong Kong Museum
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Figure 11.A4: View along Hill Road c.1910 with Shek Tong Tsui Market to the left and the Leun Sﬁng Hotel in the centre background
(Cheng 2000)
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Figure 11.A6 1856 map showing the Site M worksarea as part of the Chinese cemet@gmpson 1992)
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Figure 11.A7: 1889 map Wing the Shﬁéllpox Ward of the Government Civil Hospital in Works Area[lEmpson 1992).
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Figure 11.A10: Works Areas H, I, J, J1, J2 and 3&e boundaries
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Figure 11.A11: Works Areas M and MZ site boundaries
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Appendix 11.B

WORKS SITE C, FORBES STREET KENNEDY TOWN
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Figure 11.B.1 Map showing the worksarea inl889(Empson 1992)
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Figure 11.B.2 Map showing the worksarea inl936(Empson 1992)
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Figure 11.B.3 Map showing the works area inl964(Empson 1992)
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Plate11.B.1  Photograph taken of the s:)u'tﬁ/‘ééﬁtre part of the site, showing the
stratigraphy of the site, i.e. shallow artificial fill over weathered soils and rock.

S

Plate11.B.2 Photo‘r'a“[:’)‘h showin t‘esvéai(r)'n of thg s}(’)yuter'n fétaining wall, which
shows the concrete backing and cut granite front wall.
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Plate 11.B.3 Photograph showing the retaining wall in the Southwest corner of the work
area. The portion will be preserved.

Plate 11.B.4Photograph showing the top of the retaining wall; notice the beveled granite
cap stone.
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Plate 11.B. 5 Photograph showing large boulders andckhead at shallow depths; notice
the rock in the front right corner and the drilling of rockhead in the centre; the streel
level is visible in the back of the photo

Plate 11.B.6 Photograph showing the proximity of theurrent surface and rockhead and
boulders; notice the cut rock beneath the surface in the centre of the photo. The ro
was cut to place the dbeam which carries the working deck
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WORKS SITE I, POK FU LAM ROAD

Plate 11.B.7 Photograplshowing the eastern shaft excavations in progress; note all the
boulders on the left of the photo and the large rock being uncovered.

Plate 11.B.8 Rock debris within the eastern shaft at a depth of appr@m below the
surface.
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Plate 11.B.9 Photo showing ongoing excavations at the western shaft; note the large
rocks appearing to the centre right of the photo at shallow depths

WORKS SITE J, HILL ROAD

Plate 11.B.10 Photograph showing the site at site inspection stageioto overlooking
the western portion of the site and looking to the north
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Plate 11.B.11 Photograph showing the western portion of the site looking to the south;
notice the deep disturbance by the rebar centréeft of the photo

boulder

Plate 11.B.12 Photograph which shows the large boulder in the northwest of the works
site

43



