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Introduction

Since ancient times, the cities in the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area have been part of the
Lingnan region, linked by shared landscapes and bound
together through fortune and adversity. During the War
of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, many
parts of Guangdong - including Guangzhou and Hong
Kong - suffered devastating destruction as the cities fell
one after another. Social order collapsed, civilians were
displaced, and Hong Kong endured three years and
eight months of darkness under Japanese Occupation.
In the face of hardship, the people of Guangdong never
gave up, one after another joined the resistance against
Japanese Aggression. Among the South China Anti-
Japanese Guerrilla Force led by the Chinese Communist
Party, the Dongjiang Column of the Guangdong People’s
Anti-Japanese Guerrilla (abbreviated as the Dongjiang
Column) was the largest in scale. One of its units, the
Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade (the name was later
changed in Chinese), was an armed anti-Japanese force
based in Hong Kong. During the Japanese Occupation,
the Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade waged guerrilla warfare
against the Japanese troops on many fronts — intelligence
and communications with the allied forces, transport
and supply, protection and rescue, and direct combat. It
stood as a mainstay of Hong Kong’s wartime resistance,
inspiring the population, sustaining hope through the
darkest chapter in the city’s history, and making important
contributions to the victory of the World Anti-Fascist War.
Eighty years have passed since our victory in the War of
Resistance in 1945, At this important historical moment,
revisiting the stories of the war allows its many intertwined
threads to emerge vividly once more.

With the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding
on the Exchange and Collaboration on Archaeological
and Cultural Heritage Amongst the Greater Bay
Area in 2022 by the Development Bureau of the
Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region, the Department of Culture and Tourism of
Guangdong Province and the Cultural Affairs Bureau of
the Government of the Macao Special Administrative
Region, the three regions jointly launched the first
cross-regional heritage trail of the Greater Bay Area —

the Greater Bay Area Education Heritage Trail - in
October 2024. The year 2025 marks the Eightieth
Anniversary of Victory in the Chinese People’s War
of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression and the
World Anti-Fascist War. In this significant year, the
three regions are deepening research, conservation,
revitalisation and educational outreach related to
the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression
and its associated historic buildings. Together, we
have planned and launched the second heritage trail of
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area,
namely the Greater Bay Area Dongjiang Column Heritage
Trail, to enhance public understanding of the region’s
wartime history.

The Antiquities and Monuments Office of the Development
Bureau has added seven sites to the Hong Kong Section
of the Greater Bay Area Dongjiang Column Heritage
Trail: four graded historic buildings and three sites and
memorial facilities closely associated with the Dongjiang
Column’s wartime activities. Some served as liaison
checkpoints or command centres of the Hong Kong-
Kowloon Brigade, while others were established after
the war to commemorate the heroes and martyrs of
resistance. These sites reflect the heavy responsibilities
shouldered by the Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade and
the sacrifices they made, embodying their patriotism
and unyielding determination in defending the nation.
Cantonese, Putonghua and English audio guides for
the seven sites of the trail are now available on the
Antiquities and Monuments Office website. Visitors
may also access them by scanning the QR codes on
the information plaques at each location.

The cross-regional Greater Bay Area Dongjiang Column
Heritage Trail brings together the strengths of the three
regions. It invites the public to learn about the trials of
the Japanese Occupation, to remember history, and to
transform memories of the resistance into a driving force
for safeguarding world peace. Ultimately, it allows the
Greater Bay Area to continue moving towards the world
with a stance that is both resilient and openly inclusive.
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The Rosary Mission Centre in Wong Mo Ying Tsuen, 2003.
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Antiquities and Monuments Office
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The Rosary Mission Centre in Wong Mo Ying Tsuen,
Sai Kung, was one of the Catholic churches in the
Sai Kung area in the early years. The first generation
of Rosary Mission Centre was consecrated and
opened in 1923. The existing church was rebuilt on
the original site and completed in 1939. As a result
of the occupation of Sai Kung by Japanese troops
after the fall of Hong Kong in late 1941, the Rosary
Mission Centre was left vacant. On 3 February
1942, the Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade (the name
was later changed in Chinese) of the Guangdong
People’s Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Force announced
its establishment at the Rosary Mission Centre. It
became the major local force of resistance against
the Japanese Aggression, making Hong Kong an
important pivot for the War of Resistance against
Japanese Aggression.

As Wong Mo Ying Tsuen is strategically located, its
Rosary Mission Centre was used by the Hong Kong-
Kowloon Brigade as a command centre for the
guerrilla force as well as one of its main stationing
bases. Two years after the establishment of the
command centre for guerrilla force, about seventy
guerrilla force members were stationed at the church
at different times. The patriotic spirit and dedication
of the guerrillas to resist the Japanese Aggression
had become deeply ingrained in the hearts of the
villagers there, inspiring young ones to join the
guerrillas to resist the invaders. Wong Mo Ying Tsuen
at that time had fourteen young people, six of whom
joined the guerrilla force. There were also other mass
groups including the militia, the youth association
and the women’s association in the village to assist in
the operation of the guerrilla force. As Wong Mo Ying
Tsuen was also a liaison checkpoint, guerrilla force
members en route to Kowloon would stop over or
stay here, and supplies from Kowloon and elsewhere
were either stored here or further transported to
other places.
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During the War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression, the Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade
proactively organised and set up the propaganda
teams and assigned team members to villages to
mobilise local villagers to resist against the Japanese
Aggression. The propaganda team members also
helped villagers sort out livelihood problems and
implemented “The Three Together”, i.e., eat together,
live together and work together so as to foster closer
ties with people across the territory of Hong Kong. A
member of the propaganda team of Wong Mo Ying
Tsuen was a local villager named Deng De’an. Through
the efforts of the propaganda team, a powerful
intelligence network was established, enabling the
guerrilla force to acquire civilian intelligence and
peripheral support to supplement their military strength.

In autumn 1944, with the intelligence on the guerrilla
activities in Wong Mo Ying Tsuen provided by hanjian
(traitors), the Japanese troops launched a large-
scale raid on the village to search for guerrilla force
members. Villagers such as Deng Fu, Deng De’an and
Deng Wukui were subjected to brutal interrogation and
torture inside the Rosary Mission Centre. Deng De’an, a
propaganda team member, chose death over betrayal,
steadfastly refusing to reveal information about the
guerrilla force, and he finally died of his severe injuries.
As the Japanese troops failed to obtain any information,
they looted Wong Mo Ying Tsuen in retaliation. The
unwavering determination of the villagers in shielding
the guerrilla force vividly indicated the support and
protection given by the local people in Sai Kung to the
Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade, as well as their courage
and resolve in defending their homeland. Their spirit is
always revered and venerated.
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Sik Lo
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Grade 2 Historic Building
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Main building of Sik Lo, 2022.
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Nos. 131-132A Yeung Ka Tsuen, Shap Pat Heung, Yuen Long, New Territories
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This is private property and is not open to the public. When visiting the external area, please lower your
voice and keep the place clean.
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Sik Lo is located at Yeung Ka Tsuen, Shap Pat Heung,
Yuen Long. It was built in 1933 using funds from two
brothers, Yang Weinan and Yang Zhunan, who were
overseas Chinese merchants. The Yang brothers were
Hakka people originated from Meixian, Guangdong,
who went to Indonesia to engage in trading business
in the early years and then returned to Hong Kong,
building houses and earning a living by farming. Sik
Lo adopts the architectural style of a traditional Hakka
weilong house (coiled dragon house), featuring a “two-
hall-two-row” layout. An ancestral hall named Dun
Jing Tang is located at the main hall, but the building
complex does not have a semi-circular pool in its front
as typical in similar Hakka residences.

During the War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression, for a year, Yang Zhunan offered Sik Lo to
the guerrilla force for their use, serving as a strategic
post of the Yuen Long Armed Worker Unit led by the
Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade. Yang Zhunan’s nephew,
Yang Yongguang, recalled that the guerrilla force
members were disciplined and courteous during their
temporary stay at Sik Lo. The members were assigned
to different rooms in Sik Lo according to their ranks.
However, as there were plenty of members, some had
to sleep on the floor of the main hall. At that time, quite
a lot of firearms were placed in the main hall. Once a
gun accidentally discharged and left a bullet strike mark
on the wall, and traces of its repair are still visible now.

As one of the bases in Yuen Long, Sik Lo also served
as one of the important transit points for the Secret
Rescue Operation at 1942. When the Japanese troops
invaded Hong Kong, Zhou Enlai, the then Secretary of
the Southern Bureau of the Communist Party of China
Central Committee, gave instructions for the rescue
of patriotic democrats and renowned cultural figures
in Hong Kong. In response, Liao Chengzhi, Director
of the Hong Kong Office of the Eighth Route Army,
and certain others immediately coordinated with the
Party organisations in Guangdong and the Guangdong
People’s Anti-dapanese Guerrilla Force to organise the
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rescue of a large number of renowned cultural figures
stranded in Hong Kong. People rescued included
philosopher Hu Sheng, scientist Gao Shiqi, painter He
Xiangning, poet Liu Yazi, writer Mao Dun, movie star
Butterfly Wu and publisher Zou Taofen.

There were three main routes, eastern, western and
sea, for the Secret Rescue Operation. The eastern
route started from Hong Kong Island and crossed the
harbour to East Kowloon and then went by land to Sai
Kung; from there, those rescued were taken by boat
from Kei Ling Ha to Shayuchong in Mirs Bay. The sea
route involved sailing in fishing boats from Hong Kong
Island to Cheung Chau as a transit station, and from
there proceeded to Macao and then transferred the
rescued people to areas around Taishan and Doumen.
The western route, by which the largest number of
people were rescued, mainly involved sailing by boat
from Hong Kong Island to West Kowloon, then walking
along Castle Peak Road to Tsuen Wan and crossing the
high mountain of Tai Mo Shan before finally reaching
the transit point of Sik Lo. Mao Dun, one of the well-
known writers rescued, recorded in his work Tuo Xian
Za Ji (Reminiscence about escaping the danger) details
of how the rescue group spent a night at Sik Lo during
their escape, then proceeded through Lok Ma Chau
to Baishilong Village in Longhua, Shenzhen, where the
Guangdong People’s Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Force
was stationed. The entire rescue journey covered about
fifty kilometres.

| fREEEEARE TR B
| @ S - =

I‘ The ancestral hall Dun Jing Tang
located at the main hall of Sik Lo, 2022.
© HYLEMEE

Antiquities and Monuments Office

Sik Lo, which served as a transit point and liaison
checkpoint for the guerrilla force at the time, witnessed
the success of the Secret Rescue Operation.
Unfortunately, when the hiding of guerrillas was
exposed in 1942, the Japanese troops conducted
a large-scale raid on Sik Lo. Although the guerrilla
force had evacuated immediately on receiving
warnings, the owner of Sik Lo, Yang Zhunan, was
imprisoned for over a month by the Japanese.
Despite brutal torture by the Japanese troops,
Yang Zhunan never revealed any information
about the guerrilla force. After his release, Yang
Zhunan still warmly welcomed members of the

Yuen Long Armed Worker Unit who came to

visit him and offer their sympathies, indicating

the unwavering support of the Yang family

for the anti-Japanese guerrilla force and

the family’s contribution to the resistance

against Japanese Aggression.
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Law Uk and its ancillary block in Shek Chung Au, Sha Tau Kok, have now become the Hong Kong Sha Tau Kok
Anti-dapanese War Memorial Hall.
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Antiquities and Monuments Office
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No. 2 Shek Chung Au, Sha Tau Kok, New Territories
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Opening Hours:
Via online reservation (only group reservation is accepted). Please arrange group visit according to the following schedule:
Tuesday to Sunday: 10 am - 5 pm (entry stops half an hour before closing)
Closed on Mondays and the 29th day of the last lunar month to the 3rd day of Chinese New Year.
For details, please visit the official website of Hong Kong Sha Tau Kok Anti-Japanese War Memorial Hall:
https:/hkstjbook.wareton.com/main
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Law Uk (the Law’s House) is located at Shek Chung Au
in Sha Tau Kok. Originally from Shibi, Ninghua of Fujian,
the Hakka Luo (Law) clan moved to Nam Chung in Sha
Tau Kok around the eighteenth century. At Nam Chung,
the Luo clan established a village and earned a living by
farming. From the late Qing dynasty, three generations
of men from the Luo clan went abroad to make a living.
They accumulated wealth and returned to their home
village to purchase land and property. Among them,
Luo Yihui returned from Panama and in 1930, funded
the construction of Law Uk in Shek Chung Au.

During the War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression, Law Uk was used as an intelligence station
and liaison checkpoint for the Hong Kong-Kowloon
Brigade of the Dongjiang Column, playing a pivotal role
in the anti-Japanese efforts. Luo Yihui’s descendants,
eldest sister Luo Xuyue, brothers Luo Yuzhong, Luo
Rucheng and Luo Oufeng actively participated in the
anti-dapanese salvation movement, and served as core
members of the guerrilla force. In December 1941, the
Japanese troops invaded Hong Kong. Luo Rucheng
was ordered to lead fighters from the Guangdong
People’s Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Force, under the
leadership of the Communist Party of China, into
his home village at Nam Chung in Sha Tau Kok. Luo
Rucheng, together with his elder brother, Luo Yuzhong,
mobilised the local population to form Hong Kong’s first
Joint Defence Militia, which was organised, well led,
and effective in combat.

In total, eleven members of the Luo clan joined the
Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade, serving actively on
various fronts. The eldest sister, Luo Xuyue, served as
chief of the liaison checkpoint of Hong Kong-Kowloon
Brigade. Prior to that, she had been involved in the Sai
Kung propaganda team. She shared in the hardships
and joys of the local villagers, and built a deep bond
with them. This civilian intelligence network enabled
the guerrilla force to rely on information from the
populace and support from external groups, which
supplemented their military strength. The eldest of the

13
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younger brothers, Luo Yuzhong, served as chief of the
coastal tax station. He was arrested and tortured by
the Japanese troops, but he remained steadfast and
unyielding, refusing to give away information about
the guerrilla force. The second brother, Luo Rucheng,
organised Hong Kong’s first people’s armed defence
unit with his elder brother Luo Yuzhong at the beginning
of the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression.
He later served as Captain-cum-Political Instructor of
the Sai Kung and Sha Tau Kok Detachments, as well
as the Deputy Commander of the Hong Kong-Kowloon
Brigade. The third brother, Luo Oufeng, served as
Deputy General of the Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade;
he was reassigned as Captain-cum-Political Instructor
of the Marine Detachment after several successful
missions, including killing several Japanese soldiers
single-handedly during a mission. Meanwhile, Luo
Oufeng’s wife, Ou Jian, infiltrated an enemy puppet
organisation as a clerk using the alias Zhu Mulan when
she was sixteen-year-old, engaging in intelligence work.
She was later reassigned to the Hong Kong-Kowloon
Brigade to serve as a medical staff. Later in 1945,
when the guerrilla force moved to Dapeng Peninsula,
she served as head of its hospital. Other members
of the Luo family served in various roles, including as
messenger for the detachment, propaganda officer
and intelligence officer.

The Luo clan made significant contributions to Hong
Kong’s war efforts. Due to their noble character and
high integrity, they are hailed as the “Anti-dapanese
Clan of Hong Kong”. To this day, the descendants of
the Luo clan continue to carry on the patriotic spirit of
their ancestors. In 2022, they converted Law Uk into
Hong Kong Sha Tau Kok Anti-Japanese War Memorial
Hall, writing a new chapter for patriotic and national
education in Hong Kong.
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Law Uk with a pond in front of it, 1988.
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Hong Kong Sha Tau Kok Anti-Japanese War Memorial Hall
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Families of the three Law brothers, Law Yu-chung (middle row, third from right), Law Yu-ching
(middle row, second from right) and Law Au-fung (middle row, first from right), 1960s.
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Hong Kong Sha Tau Kok Anti-Japanese War Memorial Hall
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Yuk Yin Study Hall, Sai Kung
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Grade 3 Historic Building

e

BEEEBRRIMKBNBUAZRNEMZ — B _OZ_"F -
Yuk Yin Study Hall was one of the bases of the Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade of
the Dongjiang Column, 2022.
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Yuk Yin Study Hall in Sha Kok Mei village, Sai Kung,
was built in 1928 with the land being provided by the
Wei clan and funding from villagers abroad. Before
the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression,
it housed a Bok Bok Chai study hall. The walls of the
study hall are constructed with grey bricks, and it has
a forecourt and a backyard. On the lintel of the main
entrance are the words Minguo Shiginian Jian (built
in the seventeenth year of the Republican Era), along
with the inscription “1928” on the pediment of the
upper part of the exterior wall, indicating the year of
construction. The first-floor balcony is adorned with
Western-style round columns and arches, as well as
vase-shaped balustrades, representing a fusion of
Chinese and Western architectural features.

After the Japanese troops invaded Hong Kong and
extended their occupied territory in South China in
1941, in February 1942, the Guangdong People’s Anti-
Japanese Guerrilla Force established the Hong Kong-
Kowloon Brigade (the name was later changed in
Chinese) in Wong Mo Ying Tsuen, Sai Kung, with Cai
Guoliang as its leader. Most of its members were local
residents. The brigade continued its armed resistance
against Japan during the Japanese Occupation.
In December 1943, the Guangdong People’s Anti-
Japanese Guerrilla Force consolidated its resistance
forces and renamed itself as the Dongjiang Column.

Since Sai Kung was the base camp of the brigade,
Yuk Yin Study Hall was transformed from a typical
traditional study hall into one of the key secret
resistance bases of the Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade
of the Dongjiang Column to step up the surveillance
of the Japanese troops and strengthen connections
among members of the guerrilla force. The Hong
Kong-Kowloon Brigade was committed to rescuing
prominent cultural figures and patriotic democrats who
had remained in Hong Kong. It played an important role
in Hong Kong’s resistance campaign. The wife of Yu
Hanmou, commander of the Seventh Chinese Theatre,
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stayed briefly in Yuk Yin Study Hall, Sai Kung, before
travelling to Shenzhen by sea.

According to the oral history account of Lau Kam-
man, the then secretary of the guerrillas in Sai Kung,
members of the brigade liked to sing patriotic songs,
such as “On Songhua River”, “Eighth Route Army
Chorus” and “Dongjiang Column Chorus” in Yuk Yin
Study Hall to spread patriotic ideas to the young people
and unite the villagers in the resistance campaign. New
members were trained to gather intelligence.

Yuk Yin Study Hall bears witness to the invaluable
history of the resistance efforts of the Hong Kong-
Kowloon Brigade of the Dongjiang Column. In August
1945, a party of armed forces of the Hong Kong-
Kowloon Brigade of the Dongjiang Column launched
a military operation to try to disarm the Japanese.
The next day the Japanese hurriedly made their way
to urban Kowloon by sea at night, and the guerrillas
took effective control of Sai Kung town. The arms and
equipment left by the defeated Japanese forces were
taken to Yuk Yin Study Hall for storage, and then sent
to the Liaison Hong Kong Office of Dongjiang Column.
The study hall was seized by Japanese troops for a
short time during the Japanese Occupation. A guerrilla
agent living in a village house in opposite to Yuk Yin
Study Hall and able to keep the guerrillas well informed
of the strength and deployment of the Japanese
forces in Sha Kok Mei. It was reopened after Japan’s
surrender in 1945 and was subsequently converted
into Yuk Yin Primary School with the support of
government funding. In 1966, school was relocated to
a new building named as Yuk Yin School. From 1971 to
1976, the study hall was used by the Sai Kung branch
of Chung Yip Middle School. In recent years, it has
been used as a community centre for the villagers.
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Traditional stone carvings at the main entrance of Yuk Yin Study Hall, in the form of a plaque and a set of couplets

at the door frame, 2022.
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Western-style column in Yuk Yin Study Hall, x
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The cenotaph erected inside the memorial garden, 2025.
© EYLEMER

Antiquities and Monuments Office

AT ST B IS Fe S R 52 57

Near intersection of Bride’s Pool Road and Wu Kau Tang Road, New Territories
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The plaque records the sacrifices of local villagers resisting the Japanese Aggression and the restoration of the cenotaph, 2025.
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The Cenotaph for Martyrs in Wu Kau Tang stands in the
Wu Kau Tang Martyrs Memorial Garden at Bride’s Pool
Road, North District. During the Japanese Occupation
(1941-1945), Wu Kau Tang village, a village situated in
northeastern New Territories, was one of the bases
of the Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade of the Dongjiang
Column. The Japanese troops launched more than
ten raids in Wu Kau Tang and nearby villages. On 25
September 1942 (the sixteenth day of the eighth lunar
month that year), the Japanese troops besieged Wu
Kau Tang village to force local villagers to surrender
their self-defence weapons and disclose the identities
of guerrilla fighters. Li Shifan, the then village head
of Wu Kau Tang village, sacrificed his life as a result,
and another village head, Li Yuanpei, suffered severe
torture at the hands of the Japanese troops. Other
villagers died in the resistance against the Japanese
Aggression include Li Xianxin, Li Tiansheng, Li Zhihong,
Li Gongcheng, Li Weiwen, Wang Gongbao and Wang
Zhiying.

In remembrance of the members of the Hong Kong-
Kowloon Brigade of the Dongjiang Column as well as
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fellow villagers who sacrificed their lives in defending
the homeland against Japanese Aggression, the
villagers of Wu Kau Tang village built a cenotaph at a
foothill in October 1951 using their own funds. On the
sixteenth day of the eighth lunar month every year,
a wreath-laying ceremony is held at the cenotaph to
honour those heroic fighters.

In 1984, Zeng Sheng, former commander of the
Dongjiang Column, named the cenotaph “Kang Ri
Ying Lie Ji Nian Bei” (Cenotaph for Martyrs of the
War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression)
with the calligraphy written by himself. The cenotaph
was renovated using donations from the Wu Kau
Tang overseas association and local villagers in 1985
and erected inside the memorial garden with its
base engraved with four Chinese characters, “Hao
Ran Zheng Qi” (noble righteousness), to express the
profound respect for those martyrs who sacrificed
themselves in the War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression. At the entrance of the current memorial
garden, an archway with a set of couplets engraved
with the inscriptions, ‘Ui Xi Xian Man Qiang Re Xue”
(remembering the sacrifices of the noble souls) and
“Nian Xian Lie Mi Shi Gong Lao” (honouring the martyrs
who made unparalleled contributions) on both sides
was built. In 1987, the family of Li Shifan was awarded
a Certificate of Revolutionary Martyrdom issued in his
honour by the Ministry of Civil Affairs of the People’s
Republic of China.

The cenotaph was relocated to its current site using
government funds in 2009. Its inauguration ceremony
was held on 23 September 2010. Witnessing the
important role played by the local villagers and the
Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade of the Dongjiang
Column in the history of the War of Resistance against
Japanese Aggression, the Cenotaph for Martyrs in Wu
Kau Tang was inducted into the second “List of State
Facilities and Sites Marking the War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression” by the State Council of
the People’s Republic of China on 13 August 2015.
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Memorial Monument for Sai Kung Martyrs of the
War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression
in Tsam Chuk Wan
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The calligraphy “Kang Ri Ying Lie Ji Nian Bei” (Memorial Monument for Martyrs of the War of Resistance

against Japanese Aggression) was written by Zeng Sheng, former commander of the Dongjiang Column. The
semi-circular stone balustrade surrounding the monument is composed of intricately carved stone railings
adorned with small stone lions in different poses, 2025.
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Memorial Garden for Sai Kung Martyrs of the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression in Tsam Chuk Wan,
Chi Lit Path, Tsam Chuk Wan, Sai Kung, New Territories
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The front fagade of the monument is mounted with a bluestone plaque entitled “Xi Gong Kang Ri Ying Lie Ji
Nian Bei Zhi” (Introduction to the Memorial Monument for Sai Kung Martyrs of the War of Resistance against

Japanese Aggression), 2025.
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The Memorial Monument for Sai Kung Martyrs of
the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression
in Tsam Chuk Wan, Sai Kung, was erected in 1989
and managed by the Sai Kung Rural Committee. The
proposal to erect a monument in Sai Kung was first
mooted by Lau Kam-man, a veteran of the Hong Kong-
Kowloon Brigade of the Dongjiang Column, in 19883.
As the proposal received support from the local gentry
and resident representatives, the “Committee for the
Construction of a Memorial Monument for Martyrs of
the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression”
was subsequently established in 1984 to initiate
the project. With the efforts of committee members
Ling Hongren and Xie Gaoxi to mobilise overseas
Chinese in Britain and Belgium respectively, as well
as the collective efforts of various groups of people,
fundraising proceeded and a total of million, one
hundred thousand Hong Kong dollars was raised for
the project.

The Memorial Garden for Sai Kung Martyrs of the
War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression in
Tsam Chuk Wan at Chi Lit Path, Tsam Chuk Wan, Sai
Kung, includes a memorial archway, a pavilion for the
martyrs, stone tablets, etc. The memorial monument,
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Beside the monument is a stone tablet engraved with the four
Chinese words “Zhong Yong Cheng Ai” (loyalty, courage, honesty
and love), emulating the pennant bearing the same words presented
by General Neil Ritchie of the British Army to the villagers of Sai
Kung after the victory in the War of Resistance, 2025.
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which is situated at the centre of the semi-circular
stone balustrade, bears the inscription, “Kang Ri Ying
Lie Ji Nian Bei” (Memorial Monument for Martyrs of
the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression),
written by Zeng Sheng, former commander of the
Dongjiang Column. The front fagade of the memorial
monument is mounted with a bluestone plague with
inscriptions drafted by Zhang Zixie, a veteran of
the Hong Kong-Kowloon Brigade of the Dongjiang
Column. The inscriptions read: “During the arduous
period of three years and eight months of Japanese
Occupation, the guerrilla fighters operated actively
across lofty mountains, rugged peaks, deep harbours
and river bays, moving stealthily among fields and
villages, and navigating countryside and woodlands.
Deeply connected with the masses, they successfully
eliminated bandits and traitors, defeated enemies,
and achieved triumphs. They carried out missions to
rescue renowned cultural figures and provided support
to the allied forces in their combat. Their illustrious
deeds and heroic accomplishments received universal
admiration. Sai Kung, with its formidable geography,
borders Kowloon to the south and reaches towards
the Mirs Bay to the north. The brigade headquarters
remained stationed for an extended period and served
as the stronghold of the main force. Amid relentless
combat, sacrifice became an unavoidable reality.”

The inscriptions highlight the guerrilla fighters’ heroic
resistance against Japanese Aggression during
the three years and eight months of the Japanese
Occupation, and illustrate Sai Kung’s historical
role as one of their major anti-dJapanese bases,
underscoring the commemorative significance of
erecting a monument at this location. On the sides of
the memorial monument are six stone tablets, one of
which bears the inscribed words, “Zhong Yong Cheng
Ai” (loyalty, courage, honesty and love), emulating the
pennant presented by General Neil Ritchie of the British
Army to the villagers of Sai Kung after the victory in
the War of Resistance in recognition of the villagers’
support for anti-dapanese efforts during the war.

Witnessing the important role of the resistance
efforts made by the villagers in Sai Kung during the
War of Resistance, the Memorial Monument for Sai
Kung Martyrs of the War of Resistance against $ﬁ
Japanese Aggression in Tsam Chuk Wan was

inducted into the third “List of State Facilities /T/I
and Sites Marking the War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression” by the State
Council of the People’s Republic of China on

1 September 2020.
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Hong Kong Museum of the War of
Resistance and Coastal Defence
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Hong Kong Museum of the War of Resistance and Coastal Defence
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175 Tung Hei Road, Shau Kei Wan, Hong Kong
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Opening Hours:
March to September: Monday to Wednesday, Friday to Sunday: 10 am - 6 pm
October to February: Monday to Wednesday, Friday to Sunday: 10 am - 5 pm
Closed on Thursdays (except public holidays), the first two days of the Lunar New Year
For details, please visit the official website of Hong Kong Museum of the War of Resistance and Coastal Defence:
https:/hk.waranddefence.museum/en/web/mcd/home.html
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The Hong Kong Museum of the War of Resistance
and Coastal Defence (MWRCD) was converted from
the Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence on 3
September 2024 (the Victory Day of the Chinese
People's War of Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression). The museum focuses on the history of the
War of Resistance and changes in Hong Kong’s coastal
defence and military affairs, cultivating a stronger sense
of national esteem and patriotism.

The permanent exhibition showcases Hong Kong’s
resistance against the Japanese invasion of China and
its close relationship with national coastal defence and
military changes from the Tang dynasty to recent times.
In which “The War of Resistance Galleries” introduce
the history of the Japanese invasion of China, the fall of
Hong Kong, the underground resistance of the Hong
Kong Independent Battalion of the Dongjiang Column,
the guerrilla fighters’ contributions, and Japan’s
surrender, while paying tribute to the martyrs who
fought in the War of Resistance.
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Peace never comes easy. The Greater Bay Area
Dongjiang Column Heritage Trail (Hong Kong Section)
is established not only to record the hardships endured
and the sacrifices made by the Hong Kong-Kowloon
Brigade during the War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression, but also honour their unwavering patriotism
and steadfast resolve in defending the nation. The
selection of sites of the trail reflects a deep respect
for peace, a commitment to remembering those who
sacrificed their lives, and a thoughtful engagement
with history. Looking ahead, the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area will continue to deepen
exchange and cooperation, enriching the content of
the Trail to enhance public understanding of history
and culture, foster a sense of national pride, promote
Chinese culture, and share China’s stories. It is hoped
that the trail will serve as a platform for passing
historical lessons, enabling every visitor to appreciate
the value of peace, remember the past and move
forward together.
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