
The Excavation 

To keep pace with the socio-economic development of the 

Sai Kung District, new road provision was planned to improve the 

traffic network of the Sai Kung Town, including an artery to Tai 

Mong Tsai road via the Sha Ha archaeological site. Prior to the 

commencement of road construction, a large-scale rescue excavation 

was carried out for the sake of conserving the underground 

cultural remains. The AMO organized the excavation in 

conjunction with the Shaanxi Archaeology Institute, Hebei 

Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics, Henan Provincial Institute 

of Cultural Relics and Archaeology and the Institute of Cultural 

Relics and Archaeology of Guangzhou.
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The excavation areas, which spanned a distance of about 

600 metres from north to south, were planned according to the 

landform as well as the distribution of cultural remains. Fieldwork 

lasted from October 2001 to September 2002. Covering over 

3,000 square metres, the Sha Ha excavation is one of the largest-

scale archaeological projects in Hong Kong. 
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Aerial photo in 1963 showing the Sai Kung coastline before 
and after the reclamation, the road project area and the 
excavation areas (2001-2002)
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Plan of Excavation Areas at Sha Ha, 2001-2002 
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Surveying to record the excavation progress
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Field drawing

Taking an aerial view of the archaeological work by the balloon
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