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A salt field known as Kwun Fu Cheung was established in
Kowloon Bay in Song times. According to the historical literature,
in the final years of the Southern Song dynasty, the young
Emperor Shi and Prince of Wei, Bing, while fleeing the Mongol
onslaught, stayed at Kwun Fu Cheung for a few months. A hillock
once overlooked the coast at the southern side of Kowloon Bay.
The hillock was described as ‘Sacred Hill"in the map printed in
1904. The large boulder inscribed with the words “Sung Wong
Toi”and other inscriptions, for example, “repaired in Dingmao
year [1807] in the reign of Jiaging of the Qing dynasty’, formerly
stood on the top of the hill. The main inscription commemorates
the historically-recorded visit of the imperial court and
government officials to Kwun Fu Cheung in the final years of the
Song dynasty. In order to protect the ancient monument, the
Sung Wong Toi Reservation Ordinance was enacted in 1899,
which prohibited quarrying in the Sung Wong Toi protected area.
In the late Qing and early Republican period, many former
government officials and scholars of the Qing dynasty moved to
Hong Kong and they held literary gatherings at Sung Wong Toi
and wrote poems about the place. Through the poems, they
conveyed their sentiments regarding their country. During the
Japanese Occupation, part of Sacred Hill was removed by the
Japanese in order to expand the military airfield, and the

remainder was levelled by the government in the 1950s to create

Kai Tak Airport. The inscribed boulder was salvaged, cut into a
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Sung Wong Toi Inscription Rock, circa 1920s
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Sung Wong Toi Inscription Rock erected in Sung Wong Toi Garden

rectangular shape, and moved to Sung Wong Toi Garden for

display.

To facilitate the construction of Sung Wong Toi Station, the
MTR Corporation Limited (hereafter “the MTR") commissioned
professional archaeologists to conduct a series of
archaeological investigations in the environs of Sacred Hill
between 2012 and 2015. A huge number of archaeological
finds dating to the Song-Yuan period and the late nineteenth
to mid-twentieth century was unearthed during the
archaeological works. Due to the discovery of significant
archaeological remains, the MTR modified the station’s design
in order to allow their preservation in situ. The Song-Yuan
period remains preserved in situ include stone remnants of
buildings, wells and other structures. In addition, the MTR has
provided display cabinets at the station. This exhibition
features Song-Yuan ceramics unearthed during the
archaeological works and discusses the conditions in Hong
Kong during the Song-Yuan period, in particular the history
and lives of people dwelling in the environs of Sung Wong Toi

Station.
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Sacred Hill and its environs, circa 1900s
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Celadon Incense Burners with Eight Trigrams Pattern
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Yuan dynasty (1271-1368)
Longquan ware
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Archaeological Finds of Song-Yuan Period

Hong Kong and its neighbouring regions were under the
administration of Dongguan County during the Song dynasty

(960-1279) and Yuan dynasty (1271-1368). Written records

mentioning Hong Kong in the Song-Yuan period are very limited. In
contrast, the cultural remains unearthed during the archaeological

works for Sung Wong Toi Station provided abundant material

evidence that has contributed to Hong Kong’s historical studies,

while also greatly enhancing our understanding of past human

activity around the coastline of Kowloon Bay.

These two finely fired incense burners were produced by Longquan kilns. Since
they were unearthed from a pit near a well, they may be related to the worship of

the well deity.
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Figurine of the King of Medicine
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Song-Yuan period (960-1368)
Fujian/Jiangxi ware
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This figurine can be identified as the King of Medicine
because of the characteristic leaves around his shoulders.
The King of Medicine is the deity traditionally associated
with all things medical. There are various versions of the

King of Medicine’s identity, including him being the Peasant
God in folklore who had tasted hundreds of herbs.
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Dice
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Song-Yuan period (960-1368)
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This pottery dice is not perfectly regular in shape. There
are only two patterns of pips on the dice’s six faces: one
dot and four dots. The dice could have been used for
gaming, but the exact use is unknown.
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Song-Yuan period (960-1368)
Longquan ware
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Among the Song and Yuan ceramic artefacts unearthed during the archaeological works

for Sung Wong Toi Station, those of better quality were mostly celadon produced at
Longquan. Longquan wares are usually simple in form and style. Elegantly formed lotus
petals are a typical decorative feature.
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Basin with Impressed Design of
Mandarin Ducks in Lotus Pond under
Qingbai Glaze
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Song-Yuan period (960-1368)
Jingdezhen ware
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A significant amount of gingbai glazed wares was unearthed during the archaeological
works for Sung Wong Toi Station, and the vessels of better quality were mostly produced

in kilns at Jingdezhen in Jiangxi Province. The design of ‘Mandarin Ducks in Lotus Pond’
depicts a harmonious scene with flowers and birds.
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Incense Burner Leg Decorated with Monster Mask
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Song-Yuan period (960-1368)
Cizao ware
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This incense burner leg is about twelve centimetres in height.

Judging from its size, the incense burner would have been
quite large and probably used during rituals.

BFER

Brown Glazed Cup-Stand
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Song-Yuan period (960-1368)
Fujian ware
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Song-Yuan tea wares, which are quite rare discoveries in Hong Kong archaeology,
have been found during the archaeological works for Sung Wong Toi Station. The tea

wares include tea bowls, cup-stands, and ewers. They suggest that tea drinking may
have been popular among the people then living in Hong Kong.

Tile Terminal with Lotus Petals Design
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Song-Yuan Period (960-1368)
Guangdong ware
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A range of architectural fragments and building components, including decorative tile
terminals, roof tiles, bricks, and stonework, have been unearthed during the
archaeological works for Sung Wong Toi Station. The architectural components reflect
the construction techniques used and architecture of buildings in the Kowloon Bay
area during the Song-Yuan period.

L

Green Glazed Bowl
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Fujian ware
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Ink inscriptions ‘4H3)’ (gangsi), literally meaning ‘cargo manager’ were written on the

underside of this bowl. Gangsi reflects the prosperity of the ceramics trade in the
Song-Yuan period.
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Exhibition venue: Concourse of Sung Wong Toi MTR Station

Opening hours: Same as Sung Wong Toi MTR Station





